Hello Pastor,

My name is Denise Hartford and I am your new   North Central District Missions Coordinator.  I am very excited about this new position and ready to get to work!  

Chapter 1 of The Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren has an interesting beginning.  It states, “It’s not about you.”  That’s a little startling!  Then, it goes on, “The purpose of your life is far greater than your own personal fulfillment, your peace of mind, or even your happiness.  It’s far greater than your family, your career, or even your wildest dreams and ambitions.  If you want to know why you were placed on this planet, you must begin with God.  You were born by his purpose and for his purpose.”  
Fortunately for me, I discovered at least one of my purposes about 5 years ago: a passion for leading adult mission trips and seeing what happens when team members work together helping others as they each discover their own purpose on our trips. Team members, and I as well, always come away feeling even more blessed for the experience than those that we all went to help out!   

After going though mission trip training, I have had the privilege of organizing 13 mission trips so far, 3 Habitat for Humanity workdays, a “mission trip” work day at my home church (Faith UMC in Humboldt), various fundraisers such as dinners, bake sales and a garage sale to raise money for contributions given in some locations we have gone on mission trips.  And, my husband, John, and I have our own mission project of using the cherries and apples from the two trees we planted in our yard, plus donated rhubarb, to make homemade pies to raise money for our mission trips.   Life was good! 

But then, Dennis Tevis asked if I would like to share what I’ve learned while continuing to learn by working within the North Central District coordinating trips, assisting leaders and leading adult mission trips.  I accepted on the spot; life got even better!  God is good!  I consider this a wonderful privilege, although a HUGE undertaking!   So, to help get things started, I’d like to ask a favor.   Would you please take a little time to answer the following questions and return this by email or regular mail to:

United Methodist North Central District Office, 620 2nd St., Ste. 1, Webster City, IA  50595 by Wednesday, April 21.   Thank you so much in advance!  

On His Mission,

Denise 

P.S.  One more thing, please plan to continue or to begin talking about mission work trips with the members of your congregation.  Pastoral support is truly crucial!  Thanks again!  I’ll be in touch.

1. What mission work trips has your church/charge done in the last three years that you would recommend?

     
2. Has your church participated in a mission work trip already in 2010?
YES  ___NO  ___

If yes, where did you go? Did you do any fundraising for this trip and what kind?   What dates were you gone?  How many were on your team?  What was the age group?  What did you do?  

     
3. Is your church/charge planning a mission work trip later in 2010?
YES  ___NO  ___

4. If yes, where will you be going?  Will you be doing any fundraising for this trip and what kind?  What are the dates involved?  How many will be on your team?  What is the age group involved?

     
Would you be willing to include others from the North Central District churches?
    

YES___ NO___







If yes, what specific skills do team members need to have?  

     
Would you like to have this work trip publicized in the North Central District newsletter asking for more team members?

YES ___NO ___


If yes, who should people contact?  


NAME:       

ADDRESS:       

PHONE:
       



CELL PHONE:       

EMAIL:       
5. Do you have someone in your church/charge who coordinates your mission work trips and if so, please list contact information:  

NAME:       
ADDRESS:       
PHONE:
       



CELL PHONE:       
EMAIL:

What age groups is this person involved with?       
6. If you have done fundraisers for your mission work trips, what did you do?

     
7. Do you know of someone in your church/charge that would be interested in leading an adult mission work trip, but would like some assistance in this process?

NAME:       
ADDRESS:       
PHONE:
       


CELL PHONE:       
EMAIL:       
8.  If your church is not planning any adult mission work trips, do you have persons who would be interested in participating in an adult mission trip organized by the North Central District?  

                                                                                                                                                  YES___NO ___

NAME OF CONTACT PERSON:       
ADDRESS:       
PHONE:
       


CELL PHONE:       
EMAIL:

9. Do you have any ideas for a project(s) that could be done at your church or in your community that would make a good adult mission work trip/project for our district?  If so, please provide details:

     
NAME OF CONTACT PERSON:       
ADDRESS:       
PHONE:
       


CELL PHONE:       
EMAIL:

10. Do you have any other ideas on how to interest and encourage members of your congregation to participate in adult mission work trips?

     
You’re done!  Please return by Wednesday, April 21.   

Again, thank you so very much!
