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	You are a busy person. Right?
I’ll bet you are busier than ever. You have a crazy schedule, multiple appointments, and responsibilities you can’t possibly fulfill. But did you know that while you multi-task your day away, someone is loving you deeply? That "someone" can give you joy. Real joy.

Isn’t it strange how you have the world at your fingertips, but you still have to work so hard to have the good life? Everybody wants to be happy, but being busy and having a million choices doesn’t make you feel that way (and when it does it’s only temporary!). Sometimes life feels more like hassle than happiness, more like pressure than pleasure.
Life can leave you feeling empty. You might even have a bunch of friends, but still feel lonely. More things and more people don’t make the emptiness go away. It’s a loneliness that you just can’t shake.
If you feel that way, I have good news for you. Your loneliness is a loneliness for God.
People don’t need God because they need yet another hassle, another notch in their schedules, or another place to spend their money. They certainly don’t need God because they need more pressure. People need God because knowing him gives you a deep, rich joy and a purpose for living. God fills the emptiness and loneliness with something pure and deep.

It’s a joy that is much sweeter than any happiness you can try to achieve on your own. It’s a joy that satisfies, and gives you strength to make it through the tough stuff.
That joy is a choice, and the choice is Jesus Christ.

God might seem so far away from you as you read this. The world you live in and work so hard to be happy might seem so foreign to all this "God stuff".

But face it, you’re lonely. Here’s the good news. God came to walk among us, be one of us, and die for us. Jesus Christ is our connection with God. God did the crossing over, so you can quit working so hard to try to make life good. He loves you so much that his grace will give you the joy you yearn for. Quit trying so hard. Let it all go. Just receive the free gift of grace.





Prayer
What will my eternal legacy be, O God?
Have the right questions,     answers, and prayers     
                               been put into the crucible of decision?
Will the choice be practical, joyous, disciplined, inspired.
I trust in your loving presence, 
Lord, and in your guiding spirit.
Just let my chosen work be true to me that I may be true to you.    
  					-Beverly Strother Beam  Orientation 2004, published by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
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