
Bidwell Riverside Center,  

Des Moines 

The Child Development Center at 

Bidwell Riverside in southeast Des 

Moines offers quality preschool for 

children preparing to enter kindergar-

ten in cooperation with the Des 

Moines Public Schools.  

Additional services at Bidwell re-

spond to meet immediate needs of 

people in this low-income neighbor-

hood, caring for the basic necessities 

of life, such as food and clothing. 

They also work in cooperation with 

the people they serve — and the 

broader community — to develop 

programs and policies which will pro-

mote continual improvement in their 

lives.  

The Bidwell Riverside Center is relat-

ed to the General Board of Global 

Ministries of the United Methodist 

Church. Volunteers from across Iowa 

can be found regularly at Bidwell Riv-

erside to greet people, sort clothing, 

and care for a variety of tasks to keep 

the facility safe, neat, and welcoming. 

Since 1893 faithful Christians have 

witnessed the pain and poverty of the 

poor citizens in southeast Des 

Moines. Bidwell endeavors to minis-

ter to each and all in the spirit of un-

conditional love as Jesus lived. Their 

heritage is one rich with tradition and 

community togetherness. Contact 

their new director, Anne Bacon, or 

visit their website for further infor-

mation at www.bidwellriverside.org. 

Stories of Connectional Giving 
www.iaumc.org/tyn 
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