
Jail Ministry, Toledo, Iowa 

Christ United Methodist Church in 

Toledo offers a worship service on 

Sunday evenings for the inmates at 

the Tama County Jail.  

The ministry began in 2005 when 

their Evangelism Committee began to 

ask itself what more the church could 

be doing to reach out to persons in 

need.  

A ministry at the jail was proposed. 

Within months a steering committee 

was formed, and volunteers were 

selected and trained. Soon direct 

ministry with inmates began.   

As the ministry grew people from oth-

er churches became involved, includ-

ing those capable of bilingual and 

cross-cultural ministry to Hispanic 

and Native American inmates.  

By 2008 ministry leaders began to 

dream about being able to provide 

released inmates with their own Bi-

bles, care items, and other re-

sources.  

That is now happening thanks in part 

to a Matthew 25 grant from the North-

east District, which is funded through 

apportionment gifts from United 

Methodist churches throughout Iowa. 

Learn more about Christ United 

Methodist Church at their website: 

www.cumc.tamatoledo.org. 

Stories of Connectional Giving 
www.iaumc.org/tyn 
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