
Neighbor to Neighbor, 

Kimball Avenue UMC, Waterloo  

Three children from the neighbor-

hood apartments were coming to the 

Kimball Avenue United Methodist 

Church after school, so members of 

the Waterloo congregation started 

providing snacks and talking with 

them.  

As the months progressed, the 

church created a lending library of 

books for the kids to check out and 

read at home. After a while, the chil-

dren started to bring some of their 

friends. The church expanded their 

ministry to include a movie day, Bible 

study, lunch/snacks, and life-skills 

training.   

One day the kids brought an addi-

tional eleven friends with them. “We 

were not prepared,” said pastor Lilian 

Gallo Seagren, “and we knew then 

that we definitely needed to design a 

formalized program to meet their 

needs.” Their new ministry, Neighbor 

to Neighbor, was born.  

The project engages the congrega-

tion in relationships with children and 

youth. Thanks to a Matthew 25 grant 

from the Northeast District (supported 

by apportionments) this ministry will 

grow to provide racial/cultural educa-

tion, mentoring, and family activities. 

Plans call for involving neighborhood 

adults as well as children in this fami-

ly-based ministry.  

Stories of Connectional Giving 
www.iaumc.org/tyn 
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