
Second Helpings, 

Manchester UMC 

“For I was hungry and you fed me, I 

was thirsty and you gave me a drink, 

I was a stranger and you invited me 

in.” Inspired by this passage from 

Matthew 25:35, the Manchester Unit-

ed Methodist Church created a minis-

try called Second Helpings. Every 

Monday night the church opens its 

doors and invites all members of the 

community to come in and enjoy a 

free meal. On average 150-170 peo-

ple are fed every week.   

They noticed that a number of hungry 

children were attending, so a Lunch 

and Learn program began to offer a 

meal to children when they were not 

in school as well as an opportunity for 

some hands-on learning with teach-

ers. Sixty to 75 children are served at 

each meal. During the summer chil-

dren read, take part in educational 

games, hone skills in reading and 

math, and learn about gardening and 

cooking among other things.   

Thanks to connectional giving 

through a Matthew 25 grant from the 

Northeast District these ministries 

have continued to serve the commu-

nity. The church’s Mission Coordina-

tor Tina Mead wrote, “Some of these 

funds will be specifically used to cov-

er some of the maintenance costs to 

keep the elevator in good running 

condition so patrons can attend the 

meal.”  

Stories of Connectional Giving 
www.iaumc.org/tyn 
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