
Volunteers in Mission  

Denise Hartford, the Volunteer Coor-

dinator for the North Central District, 

returned to Nashville where her VIM 

team had gone in February following 

floods from torrential rain. 

Driving down the block in the “old 

neighborhood,” she was truly 

amazed. It looked like an entirely dif-

ferent street. Almost all the houses 

were finished and looked beautiful.  

Her team had spent 5 days working 

on the home of Jonathan and his 

family. And there he was when she 

drove up!  

He said, “You know, the flood was 

bad, but it wasn’t totally a bad thing.” 

She looked at him in amazement as 

he went on, “We’re going to help oth-

er people.” 

She thought to herself, “But Jona-

than, you have a wife and two jobs 

between you and two small children. 

You can’t be gone on mission trips.”  

But he continued, “We’ve already 

begun helping our neighbors rebuild. 

We didn’t know how to do that, but 

we do now, because of all the volun-

teers, because you were here.” 

Apportionments provide funding for 

the North Central Jurisdiction United 

Methodist Volunteers in Mission 

(UMVIM) office to support communi-

cation, resources, and training to or-

ganize mission teams. 

Stories of Connectional Giving 
www.iaumc.org/tyn 
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