
Shesler Hall, Sioux City 

Women with special needs have a 

place to call home because of 

Shesler Hall. First opened in 1901, it 

housed Methodist deaconesses who 

did mission work in the poor sections 

of Sioux City. It was named after Jo-

anna Shesler, who founded the hall. 

The work of the deaconesses grew 

rapidly, and the need for a larger 

building arose. The new building, the 

current Shesler Hall, was completed 

in 1917. 

Shesler Hall provides women of all 

ages the opportunity to experience 

personal and social growth while re-

siding in a supportive Christian envi-

ronment, especially for persons who 

are unable to function on their own. 

The "special needs" of those who live 

at Shesler Hall run the gamut. Most 

residents have a form of chronic 

mental illness — schizophrenia, bor-

derline personality disorder, depres-

sion, bipolar disorder, autism — and 

some may have mild retardation. 

Many times these diagnoses are 

combined with a physical disability. 

Most residents have suffered some 

form of abuse — emotional, physical 

or sexual — and recovery from sub-

stance abuse is common. Some are 

homeless.  

Shesler Hall is one of about 100 na-

tional mission institutions under the 

umbrella of the General Board of 

Global Ministries. Learn more online 

at www.sheslerhall.com.  
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