
Thanksgiving Ingathering 

November 1, 1980, the campus at 

Westmar College in LeMars, Iowa 

was alive with people bringing blan-

kets, kits, animals, and corn.  The 

people were excited, curious, expec-

tant, and joyful! It was the first 

Thanksgiving Ingathering. 

Thirty years ago this lay mission 

movement rose out of a casual con-

versation concerned about the con-

trast between the hunger and poverty 

experienced by so many around the 

world while others lived in luxury. 

Micah 6:8 says that the Lord requires 

us “to act justly and to love mercy 

and to walk humbly with your God.” 

When we share from our abundance 

we are acting justly and reflecting our 

desire to serve God. 

Projects supported by event dona-

tions include Self-Help International, 

Heifer Project International, Church 

World Service, Iowa-Nigeria Partner-

ship, United Methodist Committee on 

Relief, Personal Energy Transporta-

tion, and local food pantries across 

the state of Iowa. 

Several sites host events every fall 

on the first Saturday of November, 

including Cherokee, Webster City, 

Cedar Falls, Mount Pleasant, and 

Greenfield. More details about the 

contents of the relief kits and other 

information regarding the Thanksgiv-

ing Ingathering can be found at 

www.iaumc.org/pages/detail/1017. 

Stories of Connectional Giving 
www.iaumc.org/tyn 
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