
FOOD
 PANT

RY, F
IRST 

UMC,
 

NORT
H LIB

ERTY
 

“Our chu
rch ha

d resp
onded

 years
 

ago to
 reque

sts for
 food b

y start
ing a 

small pan
try,” w

rites J
udy M

cRobe
rts, 

“but in
 2002 

the wa
lk-in c

loset c
ould 

no lon
ger ho

ld all t
he foo

d we 

neede
d. So 

we de
cided 

to buil
d an 

outbui
lding a

nd use
 a por

tion of
 the 

space
 to sta

rt a ful
l pantr

y whe
re 

people
 could

 come seve
ral tim

es a 

week 
and ge

t food.
  

“Matthew
 25 fun

ds hel
ped us

 keep 
up 

with th
e amazing 

growth
 — from 30 

visits t
o the p

antry p
er month in

 early 

2004 t
o over

 400 v
isits pe

r month in
 

2009. 
Last y

ear we
 distrib

uted o
ver 

122,00
0 poun

ds of f
ood an

d 7,00
0 

pieces
 of clo

thing. 

“But m
oney a

nd num
bers a

ren't th
e 

whole
 story.

 We have
 been 

able c
re-

ate a p
rogram

 that is
 a coll

abora
tion 

betwe
en our

 churc
h and 

the co
mmu-

nity, a
 full pa

rtners
hip in 

which 
we 

provid
e abou

t one t
hird of

 the fu
nds, 

volunt
eers, a

nd boa
rd. Th

is allo
ws us 

not on
ly to s

erve th
ose in

 need,
 but to

 

build r
elation

ships 
betwe

en peo
ple of 

faith a
nd our

 larger
 community. 

At the
 

same time we c
an hel

p peop
le und

er-

stand 
povert

y and 
see th

ose in
 need 

as ind
ividua

ls and
 neigh

bors. 

“God has
 lead u

s keep
 to our

 plan o
f 

‘neigh
bors h

elping
 neigh

bors.’ 
The 

money w
e rece

ived in
 appor

tionment 

dollars
 from Matthew

 25 pro
vided 

the 

seed t
hat ha

s made it 
possib

le.” Vis
it 

www.n
lmethodi

st.org 
to lear

n more. 

Stories of Connectional Giving 
www.iaumc.org/tyn 
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