
General Board of Discipleship 

Sunday, October 31st presents some 

interesting challenges for planners of 

worship. Two celebrations fall on that 

day. One is secular, Halloween, and 

the other is sacred, Reformation Day. 

How do we provide meaningful, spirit-

led worship when our themes are so 

divergent? 

The General Board of Discipleship 

has a whole section of its website 

devoted to worship resources. Go to 

www.gbod.org/worship to find out 

more. 

There you will discover a summary of 

the history of Reformation Day and 

why it’s an important occasion to 

mark on the Christian calendar. We 

are reminded that it was the day in 

1517 when Dr. Martin Luther nailed 

his Ninety-Five Theses to the door of 

the Castle Church in Wittenberg, 

Germany.  

The website also features ways to 

acknowledge the secular world’s fo-

cus on Halloween without surrender-

ing to it. Among other suggestions, 

children might dress in costume for 

worship representing saints of the 

church’s history. 

Each Sunday of the year the site of-

fers a variety of hymns, prayers, 

scriptures, and more for developing 

creative worship in our local 

churches. This service is another way 

our conference apportionments bene-

fit churches large and small. 

Stories of Connectional Giving 
www.iaumc.org/tyn 
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