
New Directions Shelter, 

Hawthorn Hill, Des Moines 

The New Directions Shelter provides 

free, temporary, emergency shelter 

and services for homeless mothers 

and their children. It is one of two 

programs of Hawthorn Hill, a mission 

agency in Des Moines supported in 

part by gifts from United Methodist 

churches in Iowa. 

Hawthorn Hill helps families who are 

experiencing homelessness in Iowa. 

Their mission is to establish and op-

erate housing programs for homeless 

families with children that help them 

obtain permanent housing and to 

provide services to help families 

achieve economic self-sufficiency.  

Since opening in February of 1990, 

New Directions Shelter has offered a 

home environment that is drug and 

alcohol free. The facilities include 

eight private bedrooms, balanced 

meals, and bathroom and laundry 

facilities. Clothing and medical care 

also are provided as needed.  

The primary goal of New Directions 

Shelter is to offer all guests an at-

mosphere of hospitality which em-

phasizes dignity and respect for oth-

ers, encouragement for positive 

change, and the emotional and 

physical space necessary to make 

responsible, informed decisions for 

securing housing for their families. 

Learn more by visiting their website 

www.hawthorn-hill.org. 

Stories of Connectional Giving 
www.iaumc.org/tyn 
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