
The Meth-Wick Community, 

Cedar Rapids 

The Meth-Wick Community has been 

providing continuing care retirement 

community services in Cedar Rapids 

for nearly 50 years. It’s mission is to 

provide a secure and caring living 

environment, allowing residents to 

maintain their dignity and enrich the 

quality of their lives as they age. 

Attorney Barthinius Wick bequeathed 

$308,000 in 1949 to be used for es-

tablishing a retirement home for men. 

While there was a Home for Aged 

Women in Cedar Rapids, there was 

no such facility for men.  

By 1961, the bequest had grown to 

$715,000 and the trustees felt it was 

time to move forward. They con-

tacted the United Methodist Church, 

which had constructed Friendship 

Village in Fort Dodge and had experi-

ence in the new concept of not-for-

profit residential retirement living. 

Trustees felt Mr. Wick wouldn’t mind 

if his money was used to build a 

home for men and women, since his 

legacy would be supporting a larger 

program than he originally envi-

sioned. With Mr. Wick’s money and 

the expertise of professionals in the 

Church, Meth-Wick was born. 

Golden Cross offerings contribute to 

the ministries at Meth-Wick. Learn 

more at www.methwick.org. 

Stories of Connectional Giving 
www.iaumc.org/tyn 
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