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METH

ODIST
 

MINIS
TRIES

, BUR
LINGT

ON 

Aristot
le is o

ften qu
oted a

s sayi
ng 

that th
e who

le is g
reater

 than t
he 

sum o
f its pa

rts. Co
ngreg

ations
 in the

 

Burling
ton are

a are 
discov

ering t
he 

truth o
f that s

tatement in 
their m

inis-

try act
ion tea

m called
 SUMM

, Shar
ed 

United
 Metho

dist M
inistrie

s. 

SUMM
 grew 

out of 
years 

of coll
abo-

ration 
by the

 pasto
rs in th

e area
, 

who, a
mong ot

her thi
ngs, h

ave co
or-

dinate
d an a

nnual 
series

 of Len
ten 

servic
es. Ed

 Kail, o
ur app

ortionm
ent 

dollars
 at wo

rk as t
he Fie

ld Out
reach 

Minist
er in th

e Sou
thwes

t Distr
ict, 

came 
to Bur
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 in 200

8 to en
cour-

age th
e deve

lopment of 
a ministry

 

action
 team and S

UMM 
is the 

result.
 

Kathy 
Moore

 from the W
est Hil

l 

United
 Metho

dist C
hurch 

met a 

mother a
nd her

 three 
childre

n at on
e 

of thei
r first E

nd of t
he Mo

nth Me
als. 

The m
other g

ot win
ter clo

thes fo
r the 

childre
n but w

as hes
itant a

t first t
o 

get an
ything

 for he
rself. K

athy 

steppe
d forw

ard to 
hold h

er todd
ler, 

and – 
with s

ome furth
er insi

stence
 – 

the mother f
ound a

 coat a
nd hat

 that 

she co
uld we

ar. “I w
as gra

teful fo
r a 

chanc
e to he

lp,” Ka
thy no

ted lat
er. 

“Even
 if that

 one m
other 

and he
r chil-

dren w
ould h

ave be
en the

 only f
amily 

we ha
d help

ed, all
 of our

 effort
 would

 

have b
een w

orth ev
ery mi

nute.” 

Other 
SUMM

 activit
ies inc

lude th
e 

Bible B
ee pic

tured a
t the le

ft. Visi
t  

www.s
umminfo.or

g for m
ore de

tails. 

Stories of Connectional Giving 
www.iaumc.org/tyn 
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