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Fifteen
-year-

old Maddie 
Boohe

r 

wrote,
 “Wesley W

oods h
as had

 a 

major im
pact o

n my life. 
A coup

le 

years 
ago I w

as a v
ery sh

y pers
on, 

afraid 
to talk

 becau
se I w

as afra
id of 

sound
ing stu

pid or 
saying

 the w
rong 

thing. 
I didn'

t grow
 up in 

a Chri
stian 

family, so 
I bare

ly eve
n knew

 what 

Christ
ianity 

was.  

“One day
 at sch

ool, a 
teache

r told m
e 

about 
Wesley 

Woods a
nd tha

t I cou
ld 

practic
ally go

 to cam
p for f

ree. I w
ent 

as jun
ior sta

ff that 
summer for 

two 

weeks
 and th

ought 
it was

 a blas
t. I 

could 
feel so

mething
 differe

nt, but
 I 

didn't 
know 

what i
t was.

 

“I cam
e back

 the ne
xt sum

mer. I w
as 

a little
 more so

cial an
d tried

 harde
r to 

interac
t with 

the oth
ers. I s

tarted
 

readin
g my Bible

 more an
d bega

n to 

unders
tand w

hat I h
ad bee

n hear
ing. 

Jesus
 loves

 me desp
ite my mistake

s. 

I don't
 have 

to impress 
anybo

dy.  

Everyb
ody at

 camp was
 for me. No-

body t
here w

as goi
ng brin

g me dow
n, 

just ra
ise me up. D

uring t
hose l

ast 

few we
eks I w

as on 
fire for

 God and
 

tried m
y best

 to spr
ead th

e love
 I was

 

feeling
 to the

 campers. I
t was 

an 

amazing 
experi

ence t
hat I s

till fee
l 

today.
” 

Wesley W
oods i

s one 
of thre

e Iowa
 

camp and 
retrea

t facili
ties su

pporte
d 

by app
ortionm

ent do
llars. L

earn m
ore 

at ww
w.wes

leywo
odsiow

a.org. 
 

Stories of Connectional Giving 
www.iaumc.org/tyn 
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