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                           News from the President                  

 
Dear Friends, 

I have just returned home from SOCM as I write this 
article.  We had a very enlightening school and learned 
many new and exciting things.  Our   mission studies 
will be very informational this fall.  Our global world is 
smaller than you think when the United Methodist 
Women decide to confront issues concerning women 
and children.  We raised over $3,000 dollars and the 
challenge is still out for all of us to continue the work 
that was started so many years ago. 

Please mark Thursday Sept. 10 on your calendars for our 
District meeting at Iowa Falls. The district officers have 

many things to share at LOTE so make it a point to have 
your officers attend.  Look for the flyer in this 
publication.   

 We will also have information on Assembly in St Louis, 
Mo. We are looking into a bus or buses if we have the 
interest. When it is so close to us we need to show our 
support and have a good turnout.  More information to 
come later.   Hope to see you there.   

 Marla Norman 
1950- 170th St. Rutland, IA. 50582-8823 

jdnorman@ncn.net  515-332-4861

 
                           News from the Vice President 

 

If your unit is having your unit meeting on Thursday, 
September 10, please think about taking that day to 
come to Iowa Falls for the district annual meeting.  In 
the future we will plan to have the meeting on a Monday 
or a Friday, when most units are not having Circle or 
UMW meetings.   Thank you to the women that made 
that suggestion.   

We will share the program books with other units at 
LOTE (local officer training event, at the district annual 
meeting on Thursday, September 10, so if you have not 
sent me a program book, bring yours with you.  I would 
like the names of speakers from your area to add to the 
list of speakers for the district.  Be sure to include 
information about them, their topic or talent.  New ideas 

for programs are great to share!  Please bring several of 
your UMW friends to the meeting. 

Please feel free to give me ideas on when and where to 
have Mission Studies so we will have more people who 
attend the meetings.  Units that have local Mission 
Studies, please invite UMW units in your area because 
many of our members do not like to travel very far from 
home! 

Blessing to your from our new home, 
Ellen Weaver 
1322 Southview Ct. 
Boone, IA 50036 
515-236-4399 
deweaver@mchsi.com 
 

                           News from the Secretary 

 

Blessed Summer Greetings To You! 

Summer has kept us all very busy in our house.  It seems 
as though every day I find myself running a race to get 

work done, getting my children to their activities and 
completing an endless list of household duties.  I’m sure 
many of you feel the same way.  Our lives can get so 
overwhelming at times it’s hard to remember to keep a 
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healthy spiritual balance in our lives.  I receive the 
“Upper Room” daily devotional by email and make a 
commitment to read it first thing in the morning as soon 
as I get into the office.  I was especially moved by one I 
received a few weeks ago.  The topic was “Spiritual 
Balance” and it spoke of a retired man who found 
himself becoming a full-time volunteer.  He had 
committed so much of his time to volunteering that he 
found he had neglected his inner spiritual being.  Mark 
6:31 says “Because so many people were coming and 
going that [the apostles] did not even have a chance to 
eat, [Jesus] said to them, ‘Come with me by yourselves 
to a quiet place and get some rest.’”  Jesus was sought 
after by so many and was always doing for others, yet 

He recognized the importance of stepping back and taking 
time to rest and reflect.  I challenge all of you in the midst 
of life’s busyness to remember to rest and spend time in 
prayer.  Without a healthy spiritual balance, we will not 
be effective in what we attempt to accomplish.  
Remember Jesus said: “Apart from me you can do 
nothing” (John 15:5) 

Looking forward to seeing you at District Annual 
Meeting! 

God Bless! 
Danille Curtis       
gardengate@netins.net 

  

                           News from the Treasurer 

 

As I prepared to write this, I realized 
this is the last article I will prepare as 

your District Treasurer.  The next time the Flying 
Fortress is sent, I will be retired. 

At this time I want to thank all of you who have said 
prayers for my grandson, Jacy.  He is at this moment at 
Blank Children’s Hospital for his 7th chemotherapy 
treatment.  When he is finished on Friday, he will be 
half way through his treatments.  If everything goes 
according to schedule, we hope he will be finished by 
Christmas. 

Now, to get down to work, I have three things to tell 
you. 

1.  When you come to Local Officer’s Training Event at 
the annual meeting in Iowa Falls, bring a pencil or a pen 
with you.  A highlighter may also be useful if you have 
one. 

2.  We will be taking the Mission Possible/Fill My 
Cup/Love Gift (which ever name you prefer to call it) 
again in addition to a gift for Shesler Hall.  This second 
gift is in addition to the 50 cents per member we request 
each year.  You realize that each of our Iowa National 
Missions are always in need of funds, and while the 50 
cents per member helps, it does not keep them running.  
This year, I would ask that you send these two donations 
in with a remittance form prior to the date of the annual 
meeting.  This way, maybe I can get to enjoy my lunch, 
too, instead of counting money for an hour and a half.  
Last year I missed being installed because it took us so 
long to sort it out.  And, by the way, DO NOT MAKE 

THE CHECKS OUT TO SHESLER HALL.   All checks I 
receive must be made out to the North Central District.  
They are deposited into the account and then I sent them 
into the Iowa Conference UMW and the money goes 
through the proper channels. 

3.  This is about the list of persons you can honor or 
remember with your World Thank Offering donations.  
Some of you eager beavers have sent in the list even 
though I did not receive the amount needed per name until 
yesterday.  The cost per minute for mission in 2009 is 
$35.67.  The way this works is that you can list one name 
for $35.67; two names for $71.34, etc.  The amount of 
money that counts toward this is anything sent in for 
World Thank Offering after September 13, 2008, and 
before September 10, 2009.  Please use the form that was 
in your packet in submitting names.  It says World Thank 
Offering at the top and has blanks for names “in honor” 
and “in memory”.  I do not want lists sent in on post-it 
notes or other odd slips of paper.  I will not accept them.  
If you have sent in a form and your monetary amount is 
short, I will be returning the form to you.   If you have 
names you want listed in the program, please send your 
form to me no later than August 25. 

Enjoy the rest of the summer, have a great Labor Day, 
and I hope to see all of you in Iowa Falls on Sept. 10. 

Toni Kerns 
855 Richmond Street,  
Rockwell City, IA 50579-1816             712-297-8253 
tonikerns@iowatelecom.net
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                           News from Program Resources 

 

Hello Everyone Again! 

I hope everyone is enjoying a wonderful summer!  We 
just had a great family reunion at my sons this past 
weekend. 

Our Mission Studies at Forest City and Eldora went 
well, but I wish more could have attended.  We did sell a 
lot of books including study books for SOCM. 

SOCM was very interesting, but still feel we could have 
done better for attendance.  The speakers and instructors 
were great! 

Hope to see everyone at our 
Annual District meeting in 
Iowa Falls, Sept 10th.  Hope 
to have new books by then and also will have study books 
for MEE in Oct. 

See you then.  May God Bless! 

Rosalie Olson 
600 Briarstone Dr., #8 
Mason City, IA 50401

 

                           News from Education & Interpretation 

 

Thank you for forwarding your 
Mission Today and Mission 
Study reports.  If your unit has 
not yet done that, please do it 
ASAP. 

Be sure to post the attached flyer for the October 
Mission Study days and encourage your members to 
choose one of the sessions to attend. 

It is most important for all Education and Interpretation 
Coordinators to attend the Local Officer Training Event 
(L.O.T.E) at District Annual Meeting, Sept. 10. 

Norma Jeane Bell 
943 First St. 
Webster City, IA 50595-2001 
Ph. 515-832-5784 
njeaneb@wmtel.net  

 

                           News from Membership, Nurture and Outreach 

 

I was recently at District Officer Training.  We went 
through the membership forms and the changes that 
have been made.  Not too tough, but maybe a little 
disconcerting if you just look at the forms and do not 
have an explanation to go with it.  Then we started 
chatting about why we first joined UMW.  My story is 
that I was a new stay at home mom and my world was 
very small.  I needed adult interaction and to be around 
women that were moms!  Other ladies waited until they 
were retired, and needed something to do with their 
time.  Some needed to be a positive force in the world 
where so much seems to be going wrong.   We need to 
continue in our quest to meet the needs of the women in 
our communities, let them know that UMW is a place to 
be nurtured and taken care of.  As we are nurturing 
them, they can see how UMW then spreads our wings 
and cares for women and children wherever there is a 
need. 

Have you met with your shepherdess yet?   She needs to 
visit with you before the holidays.  It can be a board 
meeting, a work day, a circle meeting or UMW unit 
meeting.  She has a report to fill out and lots of 
information to share with you. 

District Annual Meeting is coming up.  September 10th 
will be a very important meeting to make.  It is where you 
receive the information you need to fulfill you office.  
Your district officers put a lot of time into planning and 
preparing your class.  Please, make every effort to 
attend.   If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact me. 

Jackie Hawley 
hawley.jackie@gmail. 
515-382-3333 
515-290-1240 

Invite      Invite      Invite      Nurture      Nurture      Nurture      Reach Out      Reach Out      Reach Out 
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                           News from Spiritual Growth 
 

Summer Greetings to All,   

I have just returned from School of Christian Mission so 
I know summer is winding down.  Once again SOCM 
was an awesome experience.  Rev. Mary Kathryn Pearce 
led the Spiritual Growth Study “Food and Faith”.  You 
people that are going to MEE have so much to look 
forward too!  I attended the Sudan study and learned so 
much.  I encourage you to attend MEE and I guarantee 
you will come home rejuvenated with the Holy Spirit. 

I also want to remind you to mark your calendar for 
Spiritual Day Apart at Humboldt on Saturday, April 17, 
2010.  We will be using the Food and Faith study. 

Looking forward to seeing each of you at the NC District 
Annual Meeting on Thursday, September 10 in Iowa 
Falls. 

Wishing you God’s blessings, 

LaVonne Hartman 
24474 445th St. 
Lake Mills, IA 50450 
fhartman@wctatel.net  

 

                           News from the Social Action 
 

September brings us to what I think of as a New Year.  
This is when the new officers will be installed.  I would 
encourage you to attend the annual meeting especially 
if you have a position within your UMW.  Last year I 
was only able to meet two Social Action officers and I 
would love to meet more of you.  I want to tell you of 
the wonderful time we had at School Of Christian 
Mission.  We had the pleasure of meeting a young 
woman and her two children.  They were in the 
Postville raid and they are still living a very controlled 
life.  She is still wearing an ankle GPS unit.  She told 
how the unit has to be plugged in two hours a day gets 
very hot and sends tingles up her leg to her hip. It is 
costing around $50,000.00 a month to support the 
undocumented persons still living here.  This has been 

taken on by donations.  They still have many families 
who are separated and struggling.  Please let your units 
know that we as a denomination are asking for reform 
to immigration laws.  Our families came here, many of 
whom were escaping countries who had little civil 
rights, or the starving conditions in which they were 
living. This is much of struggle these persons are living 
in, and trying to escape. With love, 
 
Deborah Thomas 
tel: 641-454-2128 
Cell 641-420-6621 
ol_couple@yahoo.com

 

 

*************   Dates to Remember  *************  

Month Date Event Where 
September 10 NC District Annual Meeting – Thursday Iowa Falls 

October 1 Local Officer List Due to District Secretary  

October 3 Iowa Conference UMW Annual Meeting Oskaloosa 

October 9 Mission Study (1 salad per car load) Britt 

October 10 Mission Study (1 salad per car load) Dayton 

October 16-18 Mission Education Event Marshalltown 

April/May 29-2 ASSEMBLY 2010 St. Louis, MO 
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United Methodist Women 
North Central District Annual Meeting 

Thursday, September 10, 2009 

Iowa Falls First United Methodist Church 
619 Main Street 

Iowa Falls, IA  50126-2223 
Ph. (641) 648-4607 

Directions:  From Highway 65 turn west onto Iowa Street, go 0.1 mi,  
turn right onto Main Street to 619 Main Street. 

Handicap accessible entrance on Main St. 
 

“Together at the Table” 
 

Theme Verse:  Psalm 90:1-2, “Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all 
generations.  Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the 

word, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.” 
Song:  “Sent out in Jesus Name” from “In Faith We Sing” p. 2184 

 

Iowa Conference Officers will present 
“The Pageant of the Crosses” 

 
8:30 a.m. – Registration / Coffee 

9:30 a.m. – Meeting Begins 
12:05 Noon – Lunch 

1:05 p.m. Meeting Resumes 
2:30 p.m. – Dismissal 

 
Local officers for 2010 will have a training workshop from 11:05 a.m. to 12:05.  All other attendees present 
will have a scheduled activity during this time.   
Those with special dietary needs may bring a sack lunch.  The hostess unit will furnish coffee.  Childcare will 
be available if requested in advance.  Please provide a sack lunch for children in the nursery. 
Don’t forget to send your Gift of Love and Shesler Hall offerings to treasurer, Toni Kerns before the 
meeting. 

__________cut__________cut__________cut__________cut__________cut 
 

LUNCH RESERVATIONS 
 

PLEASE RETURN BY SEPTEMBER 1st TO:  Janet Gehrls 
1315 Crescent Dr., Iowa Falls, IA 50126-1397 

Phone 641-648- 9038   E-mail jlgehrls@mchsi.com  
Name of Unit________________________________________  
Number attending___________ 
Lunches @ $ 7.00 + $1.00 for district printing expenses ____________________ 
Please enclose payment with reservations.  Make checks payable to Iowa Falls First, UMW.   If you have not 
made a reservation, you are welcome to attend. 
Menu: Salad buffet rolls and desert. 
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ATTENTION ALL SECRETARIES: 

Please encourage your Committee on Nominations to complete 
your unit’s slate of Officers for 2010.  You, as the present unit 
secretary, need to print or type the information 

Give full address, complete 9 digit zip code, phone number 
with area code and e-mail address if there is one. 

If your unit does not intend to fill an office, write NONE. 

This form should be returned to the District Secretary, Danille 
Curtis, before October 1, 2009. 

If your slate is not complete, send the updates as you fill the 
vacant office. 

 
__________________________________________   ____________ 
Name of Church                                                                Town 
 
 
Meeting Day      and       Time 
 
 
Number of members in your Unit _______________ 
 
 
*Please also indicate “snow bird” if they go South for the winter and 
if possible the months.  This will cut down on delayed mailings. 

  

OFFICE Name Address (Street or Box# 
City, State & 9-digit zip) 

Telephone 
& Email 

Snow-Bird 
( ���� months) 

President     

Vice President     

Secretary     

Treasurer     

Chair – Committee 
on Nominations 
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Mission Coordinator 
Spiritual Growth 

    

Mission Coordinator 
Education & 
Interpretation 

    

Mission Coordinator 
Social Action 

    

Mission Coordinator 
Membership Nurture 
and Outreach 

    

Secretary Program 
Resources 

    

Historian / Publicity     

 
Send To: 
 Danille Curtis 

709 South Wilson 
Jefferson, IA 50129 
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2009 

MISSION EVENTS SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

North Central District 

 

MISSION EDUCATION EVENT APPLICATION DUE – AUGUST 15, 2009 

 

Mail Applications to: 

Marla Norman 

1950 170
th

 St.  

Rutland, IA 50582-8823 

 

Name:________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________ Zip: ___________________ Phone: ______________________ 

 

Mission Education Event – October 16-18, Marshalltown Community College, Marshalltown, IA 

 

Scholarships include registration, books and most meals.  Recipient supplies their own transportation and 

overnight accommodations. 

 

_____ Mission Education Event for a first timer 

  (Applicant would be attending for the first time) 

_____ Mission Education Event for mother and child 

  (Mother attends MEE and child attends MEE camp) 

 

************************************************************************************* 

Choose one:  

 

_____ The Beauty and Courage of Sudan           _____ Giving Our Hearts Away – Native American Survival 

 

************************************************************************************* 

My reason for wanting to attend: 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
Officers Continuing for 2010 

 
 

President 
Marla Norman 
1950 170th St. 
Rutland, IA  50582-8823 
 

Secretary of Program Resources 
Rosalie Olson 
600 Briarstone Drive #6 
Mason City, IA  50401-4632 

 
Education & Interpretation 

Norma Jean Bell 
943 First Street 
Webster City, IA  59595-2001 

 
Social Action 

Deborah Thomas (Deric) 
131 Circle Terrace 
Manley, IA  50456-5073 

 

Communications 
Kathy Pettinger (Mark) 
1027 South J Ave. 
Nevada, IA  50201 

 
Nominations Committee 

Bonnie Florke –2010 
PO Box 271 
Colo, IA 50056-0271 

 
Joan Hanson (Wayne) 2010 
68547 200th St. 
Colo, IA 50056-8593 

 
Sheila Ruke (Gary) 2011 
132 Fairway Drive 
Belmond, IA 50421

 
 
 
 



August 2009                                            North Central District – United Methodist Women 13

NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
Nominations Ballot for 2010 

 
Vice President 

����  Marlene Johnson 
   PO Box 368 
   Jolley, IA  50551-0368 
 
Secretary 

����  Danille Curtis (Kent) 
   709 South Wilson 
   Jefferson, IA  50129 
 
Treasurer 

����  __________________ 
   __________________ 
   __________________ 
 
Spiritual Growth 

����  LaVonne Hartman (Foster) 
   24474 445th St. 
   Lake Mills, IA  50450-7557 
 

Membership, Nurture, & Outreach 

����  Jackie Hawley (Mark) 
   19330 Winchester Ave. 
   Nevada, IA  50201-7665 
 
Nominations Committee 

����  Myra Gochenover 
   408 7th St. NE 
   Belmond, IA  50421 
 
Nominations Committee 

����  __________________ 
   __________________ 
   __________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Committee on Nominations: 
 
 
Bonnie Florke, Chair, Colo 
 
Joan Hanson, Colo 
 
Sheila Ruka, Belmond 
 
Mavis Schroeder, Kanawha 
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First United Methodist Church 
1036 Seventh Street 
Nevada, IA  50201-1907 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Inside this issue: 
• District Annual Meeting 
• Conference Annual Meeting 
• Nomination Ballot & 

Biographies 
• Local Unit Officers Form 

• October Mission Study 

• MEE Scholarship Application 

PURPOSE 

The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of 
women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience freedom as 
whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive 
fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the 
global ministries of the church. 

 

“… I now remind you to stir into flame the gift of God 
which is within you…”  II Timothy 1:6 
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