SOUTHWEST DISTRICT CONFERENCE

MAY 18, 2008

The Southwest District of the Iowa Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church held their Spring Conference and Pre-Conference Training on Sunday, May 18, 2008 at Atlantic, First United Methodist Church, located at 800 Poplar, Atlantic, Iowa, at 2:00 p.m.  Present were Representatives from all Churches in the Southwest District; District Superintendent Rev. Brian K. Milford, Field Outreach Minister Rev. Ed Kail, and District Administrative Secretary Shirley Lewis.
OPENING:
Rev. Ed Kail, Field Outreach Minister, opened the meeting with songs, followed by welcomes from District Superintendent Brian Milford, and Host Pastor Gary DeGeest.
OPENING PRAYER:
Sharon Davis led with the opening prayer.

MISSION STATEMENT:
District Superintendent Brian K. Milford reviewed the Iowa Conference Mission Statement and General Conference Mission Statement…..”Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world”.  
9-30-07 MINUTES:
Minutes of the September 30, 2007 District Conference Meeting were presented for approval.  Following review, the Minutes of September 30, 2007 were accepted as presented.

REPORT OF
Al Moore began his presentation by reading scripture, then
NOMINATIONS 
thanking all who were contacted that accepted his call to

COMMITTEE: 
service in the Iowa Conference and the Southwest District.  The Report of the District At-Large Members was presented for approval.  Following review, the District At-Large Members’ list was approved unanimously.

Nominations were requested to fill the vacancies of the “Sessions” Committee, and the “Board of Discipleship” (Youth).  Rev. Chad Jennings was nominated to serve on the “Sessions” Committee, and Morgan Aupperle offered to serve on the Board of Discipleship as a Youth Representative.

District Superintendent Brian Milford discussed District

Committee work and attempts to clarify and simplify our work together.  The district is looking to create a team of four District Lay Leaders…one from each quadrant.


Rev. Al Moore was nominated as the District Nominations Chair. Following discussion, the District Nominations Report was approved unanimously.

DISTRICT ASKINGS:
Southwest District Lay Leader Sharon Davis presented the District Askings for approval.  Two motions were made for separate items concerning District Askings.  First, that the 2008 District Askings be distributed as follows:  Of every $4 that comes in, $2.50 to the Mission Congregation at Carter Lake, $1.00 to SW District Hispanic Ministries, $0.25 to Aldersgate Camp, $0.25 to other district program (determined by District Council on Ministries).  Motion approved unanimously.  Second motion, that the 2009 District Askings be set at $4.00 per professing member of each local church in the District and that they be distributed as follows:  $2.50 to the Mission congregation at Carter Lake, $1.00 to SW District Hispanic Ministries, $0.25 to Aldersgate Camp, $0.25 to other district programming (determined by District Council on Ministries).  Motion approved unanimously.

It was reported at District Askings are voluntary giving, and all congregations were asked to prayerfully consider giving $4.00 per professing member to the Southwest District Askings.

DISTRICT COMM. ON
The written report of the District Committee on Building
BUILDING AND 
and Location was presented for approval.  Following
LOCATION: 
review of the report, it was received unanimously.

DISTRICT MINISTRY
Cheryl Weesner, Chair of the Southwest District Ministry
TEAM COMMITTEE:
Team, presented the Committee’s Report, and explained the purpose of the Committee.  Following review of the report, it was approved unanimously.

SHIRLEY LEWIS –
District Superintendent Brian Milford introduced the
DISTRICT 
Southwest District’s Administrative Secretary, Shirley
ADMINISTRATIVE
Lewis.  The District expressed their appreciation for her
SECRETARY:
work in getting ready for the District Conference Meeting and administering the office.

REPORT OF THE
District Superintendent Brian Milford presented the written
DISTRICT COMMITTEE
report of work conducted by the District Committee on
ON MINISTRY: 
Ministry compiled by the Rev. Marvin Arnpriester, Chair of the Committee.  The District Superintendent also recognized pastors who were in the midst of transition. Also recognized was  Rev. Ruben Mendoza of Council Bluffs – Broadway on his service to the Hispanic Community, and upcoming ordination in Mexico.  Rev. Milford then thanked those serving in the capacity of Temporary Pulpit Supply…Kathleen Cramer, Melissa Drake, Larry Monthei and Terry McClain.  The Retired Local Pastors were thanked for their continued service to the District. Recognition was then given to the following for service:  Inquiring Candidates, Exploring Candidates, Supervised Lay Speakers, Lay Missionary, Probationary Elders, and Full Elders.  Congratulations was given to Rev. Dana Scopatz in her upcoming move to further her education. Finally, in recognition of the transitioning out of the Southwest District, Rev. Milford thanked those being re-assigned for their faithful service in the Southwest District.  Following review of the Report, it was received unanimously by those present.
DISTRICT BOARD
Field Outreach Minister, Rev. Ed Kail began by thanking
OF LAITY:
Dave and Dale who handled the technical work that was performed for the District Conference.  Rev. Kail explained the “X” Quadrant Scheme within the Southwest District, and the purpose of making it easier and more accessible to plan, organize and deploy resources within the district.

DISTRICT LAY
Rev. Gerry Kahler and Pam Schwertley explained that the
SPEAKING MINISTRIES:
purpose of Lay Speakers is assisting in small group leadership, caring, service and communication.  The position is not just used in filling the pulpit.  A primary strength of The United Methodist Church is Lay Ministries.  It is hoped that more structured training and need based training will be provided in the future.  Rev Milford challenged that everyone go back to their congregations, find one person and encourage them to become a Lay Speaker
SCHOOL FOR
Roxanne Boverhuis reported that the School for Lay
LAY MINISTRY: 
Ministry is a three year journey of in-depth study of faith and discipleship.  Rev. Milford challenged every congregation to have one member attend or graduate from the School for Lay Ministry.

VOLUNTEER IN
Sue Jungman, representing a Volunteer in Mission project
MISSIONS (V.I.M.):
spoke to those present about the Guatemala Mission Trip, and stated that they are trying to plan for four trips in 2008/2009 to help with consistency of medical help.  They are looking for leaders and volunteers to serve on these trips.

DISTRICT UMW 
Reva Drake, representing the District United Methodist
REPORT:
Women reported that there are approximately 90 units in the Southwest District, and more than 20 churches without UMW units.  Mrs. Drake continued by listing upcoming dates for meetings and training events.

DISTRICT UMM
Joe Scherrer, representing the District United Methodist 
REPORT:
Men reported the purpose of the United Methodist Men and challenged all men to go back to their local churches and organize a committee, as there are only 9 chartered units in the entire Southwest District.

RECOGNITIONS:
Certificates were presented to representatives of churches that were in attendance for the 100% Apportionment Awards.  Approximately 87% of the churches in the Southwest District paid 100% Apportionments.  Certificates were also presented to 16 churches obtaining the Third Mile Rainbow Covenant Award, 12 churches receiving the Second Mile Rainbow Covenant Award, and two churches receiving the Honorable Mention Rainbow Covenant Award.
DISTRICT ASKING
As a recipient of a portion of the District Askings, Rev. 
RECIPIENTS:
Ruben Mendoza and Ernest Ruehle gave a report on the Hispanic Ministries.  Also speaking as recipients was Rev. Mark Heath of Council Bluffs – Trinity/Carter Lake and Angela Blair-Wallick of Aldersgate Camp.  Thanks were expressed by all recipients, and their need for continued prayer and financial support.  These reports testified to the ways the church is making a difference.
MATTHEW 25 GRANT
The following representatives presented reports as
RECIPIENTS:
recipients of the Matthew 25 Grant.  Rev. Cathy Van Gundy – Bagley House of Hope; Tammy Ward – Grant UMC “Time to Create”; Rev. Sandi Gobeli – Council Bluffs (5th Avenue) – Care and Share Pantry; and Rev. Arnette Pint – Women at the Well prison congregation.  These reports were testimonies of changed lives in Christ’s name.
INTRODUCTION:
District Superintendent Rev. Brian Milford introduced Rev. Tim Riekhoff-Faris, the new Minister of Bedford United Methodist Church.

SPECIAL OFFERING:
A special offering was taken in support of the “Nothing But Nets” Program.  $667.00 was received.
CLOSING:
District Superintendent Rev. Brian Milford celebrated the many ministries in the Southwest District, reporting how they are making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

PRE-CONFERENCE
On behalf of the Iowa Annual Conference, a training video
TRAINING:
was presented to those attending the Annual Conference scheduled for June 5 – 7, 2008 in Ames, Iowa.  The Agenda, Schedule, and Legislative Committee Process were all reviewed and discussed with those present.

ADJOURNMENT:
District Superintendent Brian Milford thanked everyone for coming and gave a closing prayer, following the adjournment of the Spring, 2008 Southwest District Conference.






Respectfully submitted,






Pam Lewis
