PRAYER LITANY:

A PRAYERFUL RESPONSE TO RECENT DISASTERS

AT HOME AND AROUND THE WORLD

SING “HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION”, HYMN #529, VERSE 1

Pastor:  O Lord our God, Awesome Creator:

We acknowledge that we do not fully comprehend the violence built into a “fallen” creation  --  and yet we acknowledge, with gratitude, that in the face of that violence, we can trust You as a Loving and Compassionate Heavenly Father.  And so, we pray this day especially for the many victims of recent Hurricanes, Cyclones, Earthquakes, and Tornadoes – whether these persons be in Myanmar, China, or other parts of the world.  We name particularly this morning those here  in Iowa – the Oostra’s from our own church family – and the many from Parkersburg, New Hartford, Attica, and the Little Sioux Scout Ranch – especially 13-year-olds Josh Fennen and Sam Thomsen, and 14-year-olds Ben Petrzilka and Aaron Eilerts who have died, and their 48 bruised and battered scouting companions.   

People:  For the much-loved souls of those children, women, and men who have been killed, we ask your mercy . . .  and for those injured who are still alive but who suffer – we pray to you, Gracious God, that they may be comforted by a sense of Your loving presence, and that they will be healed soon.  
Pastor:  And we pray too, Lord, for the loved ones of all these victims -- who, because of their love, are

 “victims” themselves.

People:  God of Comfort and Mercy:  for all who are in shock, disbelief, grief and anger – that they might be given strength and peace to meet the days ahead, we pray to you Gracious God.

SING “HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION”, HYMN #529, VERSE 2

Pastor:  And we pray, too, this day for all afflicted  by the violence of rising, raging flood waters -- here in Iowa and in other places in our nation.  We pray particularly this morning for those in Cedar Rapids, Iowa City, Coralville, and other places along our Iowa rivers and streams, who have been displaced – their homes and businesses inundated, consequently without electricity, sewer, or useable water – their accustomed places uninhabitable.  
People:  God of Hope and Redemption:  We pray that all will be sheltered and safe, until that day when the waters recede, and clean-up can begin.
SING “HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION”, HYMN #529, VERSE 3

Pastor:  Finally, we pray with gratitude for all who are offering hospitality to those who are displaced – and who give of their own God-given resources to help bring relief.  And we pray especially for all rescue workers – police, firemen, national guardsmen, governmental leaders and their disaster specialists, doctors, nurses, paramedics,  scouts, pastors and chaplains, and others – that all might be strengthened and sustained in the midst of their daunting tasks, we pray to you Heavenly Father.  
People:  Be with them, guide them, use them we pray -- that rescue, healing, and restoration may come quickly.  We pray in Jesus’ Name and for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.
SING “HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION”, HYMN #529, VERSE 5

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.  What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness will not overcome it.  (John 1:1-5 NRSV

THEREFORE, THE CANDLE WE LIGHT IS “IN MEMORY OF”, “IN HONOR OF”, AND IN HOPE.
