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Iowa United Methodists Support Africa University
Bishop Palmer revealed, during the Thursday evening worship service, the extraordinary support of Africa University in 2007.  The Iowa Annual Conference paid 116% of the annual asking.

Treasurer Reminds Conference That It Has a Future with Hope

“I believe if we use our numbers, our membership, our assets and run with God,” said Conference Treasurer, Dr. Charles Smith, “we will not grow weary and faith…We will be held in the palm of God’s hand and we really will have a future with hope.”

Beginning with the contention of the Prophet, Isaiah, that “The Lord is the everlasting God,” he added, suggesting that “when we remember that it is God’s creation, God’s future, then we can experience a future with hope.”
He detailed statistics for 2007:
· Membership: 186,464 professing members a decrease of 2,310 members

· Worship attendance: decreased by 3,225 for an average total of 63,651

· Our attendance decreased by 2,288 to 80.630.

· 2,738 baptisms this year, a decrease of 131
· We received by profession of faith 2,788 which is a 560 decrease

· 297 of our congregations did fulfill the great commission from Christ to baptize them and 343 congregations did not go into the world to make new disciples by receiving them into the congregation as members
· The value of all of our owned church property (land, buildings, contents) increased by 5.57% for a total value of $869,582,077

· United Methodists of Iowa spent a total of $104,305,110 for all causes in 2007
· amount $88,833,719 was retained and spent within the local congregations

· $13,611,704 was received and used as apportionments for the Iowa Conference and the General Church

· $1,859,677 was given as pass threw for our accounts to ministry projects within Iowa

The report included a report the numbers that are part of Table Three on our statistical tables.  Part One is the annual operating budget and benevolence giving funding source.  The total for 2007 was $78,348,062 a 3.38% increase from the year 2006.  Part Two of the table is funding sources for capital and other special projects showed an increase of 18.59% for a total of $18,458,583.  Part Three which describes funding sources from the districts, annual conference and general church or institutional gifts that is given back to local congregations was a total of $727,656, an increase of 45.26%.

The percent of apportionments received was 88.38% a 3.635 increase from the previous year.  In the four apportionment categories Ministerial Support received $5,199,631 for 91.93%.  Administrative Ministries received $2,967,283 for 88.49%.  World Service and Conference Missions received $5,263,026 for 85.02%.  The Black College Fund and Africa University received $181,585 for 89.02%; however, we also received enough money for Africa University that for the second year in row, the Iowa Conference paid more than 100% of that General Church apportionment.
Conference Lay Leaders Says, “Our Future is Bright”
Conference Lay Leader, Norma Morrison, encouraged the members of the Annual Conference to “listen to and hear each other.”  Suggesting that the time is right to do just she added, “What a wonderful time to begin our future with hope.” 
Reflecting on the General Conference she cited a blog entry from Rev. Adam Hamilton.  “I came away from the conference feeling genuine hope for our denomination.  The Conference felt different to me.  The preaching and worship was…outstanding.  The Council of Bishops, along with the heads of several of the General Boards, cast a vision for our denomination that was compelling, and set goals that will both stretch us, but which are also attainable and which will have an impact upon the world.”
Citing the newly-adopted four areas of focus – developing outstanding leaders, starting new churches while renewing existing ones in order to reach new people for Christ, addressing the root causes of poverty, and fighting killer diseases of poverty including malaria and HIV/AIDS, and the three simple rules – do no harm, do good and stay in love of God, Norma Morrison asked, “What are the stumbling blocks that are keeping it from happening?”  She answered her own question by observing, “There are probably several but I believe the biggest issue is our unwillingness to love each other and work together as brothers and sisters in Christ.”  Acknowledging differences, listening, hearing, drying, praying singing…these, she suggests are the ways to “our future with hope.

Iowa Women in Ministry Endorse Christina Sung As Episcopal Candidate

The Iowa Women in Ministry, at their yearly Annual Conference luncheon, endorsed Rev. Christina Sung for the Episcopacy.

Kathleen Moore said, “I am pleased and honored to work with the General and Jurisdictional delegation.  In this process I have gotten to know Rev. Christina Sung and am impressed with her qualities.  It is a pleasure to offer her to you as an Episcopal candidate.”  She then shared Christina’s other endorsements from the greater United Methodist community. 

Mary Fraser shared her experience and endorsement of Christina at the International Clergywoman’s Gathering in Chicago.  She moved that “Christina be officially endorsed by the Iowa Women in Ministry for the episcopacy.”  The vote was unanimous.

It was agreed that more than one candidate can be endorsed by the Iowa Annual Conference.

The luncheon included moments of affirmation and support recognizing transfers, retirements, anniversaries of ordination—Karen Merrill celebrates her 40th.  For 30 years the Iowa Women in Ministry has met to nurture and encourage women in ministry.  During the luncheon pictures and stories were shared.  “We have changed a lot over the years.  But the church is a living organism and we have to change,” observed Karen Dearchs as she showed a picture of the original group.  
-Vicki Reece

Bishop Carcaño Celebrates Iowa Connection; Be “Carriers of Good News” as “The Men and Women We Remember Today”
Bishop Minerva Carcaño, resident bishop of the Phoenix Area, invited people to be “carriers of God’s faithfulness.”  Remembering some who were significant in her life the Bishop said, “We give thanks for those who now rest from the labor of being faithful carriers of God’s word of mercy, grace and hope.

Her meditation, “This Side of Then,” was based on Jeremiah 29.12-14, which includes God’s affirmation, “when you call me, and pray to me, I will hear you…when you search for me, you will find me…when you seek me with all of your heart I will be found…I will restore you and bring you back.”  She said, “We are saved by grace alone by God who constantly and consistently makes the decision even in the midst of our rebelliousness and unfaithfulness, our human tendency to believe that we know best and go our own way…God chooses day in and day out to enter into our human suffering and save us.  It is because of God that we can stand on this side of then.”
She celebrated some who stand on this side of the “then,” some “whom God intends to use to invite the world to seek God with all of our hearts.”  With this sensitivity “you will begin to see that the number of men, women, and children who are afflicted…and are in need of a word of hope, that holy word” will be enabled to receive “God’s good news of mercy and grace.” 
Bishop Carcaño will be the guest speaker of the MFSA banquet on Saturday evening as well as preaching at the Service of Commission and Retirement.

Highlights from Legislative Committee Report Consideration
· Legislative Committee Three
· All items placed on the consent calendar except item no. 308, which was approved following plenary discussion

· Legislative Committee Four

· All items place on the consent calendar except item no. 405, which was amended by removing homosexuality from highlighted items to be included in “meaningful dialogue” …it was approved after plenary discussion
· Legislative Committee Six
· Items 601 and 602 were approved on the consent calendar;
· Items 603 and 604 were approved after plenary discussion
· Legislative Committee Seven
· Items 701, 702, 703 and 705 were approved on the consent calendar
· Item 704 was approved after $20,000 was restored after an amendment had initially reduced the allocation of the clergy moving fund
· Legislative Committee Eight
· Items 801, 802, 803, 804 were approved on the consent calendar
· Item 805 was approved as amended by the Committee
· Item 807 was approved after an amendment to reduce the 2009 budget by $20,000 was reduced 
Announcements…
· The United Methodist Reporter will provide 100 business cards free of charge to any pastoral leader moving to a new appointment in July.  See Andy James at the United Methodist Reporter booth in the display area, located next to the Communications Ministry team.

· The Central District Christian Educators Fellowship is collecting quality, gently-used curriculum and supplies for their free “Resource Sharing Closet.”  Please drop off your donations on Sunday over the lunch hour – between 12 noon and 2 pm, on Sunday at the truck with the “sharing closet” signs in the parking lot south of Hilton Auditorium.  For further information, please contact Lu Ann Postel, Chair, or Martha Hill DiSilvestro, Field Outreach Minister.
· “There is proven HOPE for recovery from mental illness.  A state-wide group of mental health consumers are ready to give talks to United Methodist audiences throughout Iowa.  The Iowa Advocates for Mental Health Recovery will not accept funds for this effort.  We only ask for a reduction in stigma toward those with mental illness.  Please watch your newsletters for more information or look at HOPETALKS.COM”  -Mike Wood

· Visit the Our Church Video booth on the display concourse.  Eric Halverson is the founder of the video ministry partnership that hosts video posted on the Iowa Conference website.


Conference Artist Presents Poetic Statement about Artwork


Conference Artist Ted Lyddon Hatten spoke about his artwork for the 2008 Conference Session on Friday evening.  “The images…grow out of my reflection on the disparate realities of exile and hope.  I believe hope not rooted in history is reckless, even dangerous.  Exile is the experience of being displaced, broken, and far from home…Sand is the soil of exile; exile is the breeding grounds for hope.





The complete text of the poetry will be posted on the Conference website by mid-week, next week.





Saturday Highlights


    8:50 am	Legislation				   1:30 pm	Legislation


  10:30 am	Celebration of Mission 		   3:15 pm	Endorsement for Episcopal


& Ministry						Nominees


    1:00 pm	Foundation Annual			   7:15 pm	Commissioning and


		Meeting						Retirement Service








