Southwest District Conference

May 3, 2009
The Southwest District of the Iowa Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church held their Spring Conference and Pre-Conference Training on Sunday, May 3, 2009 at the First United Methodist Church, 800 Poplar Street, in Atlantic, Iowa at 2:00 p.m.  Those attending included representatives from all Churches in the Southwest District; District Superintendent Rev. Brian K. Milford, Field Outreach Minister Rev. Ed Kail, and District Administrative Secretary Shirley Lewis.

OPENING:


Rev. Ed Kail, Field Outreach Minister, opened the meeting with 




hymns, followed by welcoming remarks from District 





Superintendent Brian Milford, and Host Pastor Gary DeGeest.

OPENING PRAYER:
Jerry Neal, District Lay Leader, led the opening prayer.

MAY 18, 2008 MINUTES:  
The minutes of the May 18, 2008 Southwest District Conference were presented for approval, reviewed, and accepted as presented.

REPORT OF


The Report of the District At-Large Members was presented for

NOMINATIONS

approval, reviewed, and accepted as presented.

COMMITTEE:






Nominations were requested to fill the Conference committee 




vacancies for the “Board of Pensions” and the “District 





Volunteer in Missions Coordinator”.  Dave Weesner was 





nominated for the Board of Pension position and Vicki 





Weidemeyer was nominated for the VIM Coordinator position.  




Both nominations were approved.  Thelma Wiser (Conference 




Council Finance and Administration), Kim Crummer (Adult on the 



CCYM), and Lanette Pollock-Plambeck (Leadership 





Development) were nominated and approved for Conference 




committees.  





The submitted report of the District Nominations Report was 




approved following review.

DISTRICT ASKINGS:
Jon Waltz presented the 2010 SW District Budget Proposal.  He 




reported the current SW District membership is 20,389, which 




indicates a 1% decrease in membership from 2007.  It was 





reported that District Askings are voluntary giving, and all 





congregations were asked to prayerfully consider giving $4.00 




per professing member to the Southwest District Askings.  The 




District Askings Proposed Formula and Distribution report was 




reviewed and then approved.

$4.00 per professing member will be divided as follows:






$2.50 Carter Lake






$1.00 SW District Hispanic Committee






$0.50 District Grants Team for Emerging Ministries (DCMC)






$4.00 Total Per Member

DCMC BUDGET:
The 2009 and 2010 DCMC Budget Proposals were presented and approved without amendment.
DISTRICT COMM. ON
The written report of the District Committee on Building and 

BUILDING AND 

Location was presented for approval, reviewed, and accepted, as

LOCATION:


printed.

DISTRICT MINISTRY
The report of the District Ministry Team was given by Cheryl

TEAM COMMITTEE:
Weesner.  Following review, the report was approved.

DISTRICT GRANTS
Rev. Ed Kail indicated that funds are still available for the 

TEAM:


Matthew 25 grants.

DISTRICT 


Rev. Ed Kail reported that currently three clergy (Ken Furgeson, STEWARDSHIP

Heecheon Jeon, Carl Phillips) and four laity (Ed Gambs, Chuck TEAM:


Mayer,  Phyllis Mayer, and Thelma Wiser) make up this team. 





Their responsibilities are to consult, be available, and to have





access to facilities.  

DISTRICT 


District Superintendent Brian Milford presented the written report 

COMMITTEE

of the work of the District Committee on Ministry.  Pastors who 

ON MINISTRY:

were in the midst of transition were recognized.  The Retired Local 



Pastors were thanked for their continued service to the District.  




Recognition was also given to Inquiring Candidates, Exploring 




Candidates, Supervised Lay Speakers, Lay Missionary, 





Probationary Elders, and Full Elders.  Rev. Milford concluded by 




acknowledging and thanking those being re-assigned, for their 




faithful service in the Southwest District.  Following review, the 




written report was accepted.

DISTRICT BOARD

Rev. Ed Kail reported that the Laity Summit was held in January

OF LAITY:


at the Griswold UMC with 90 in attendance.  Beverly Spencer was





the guest speaker and 5 workshops were presented.

DISTRICT LAY

Rev. Lanette Plambeck challenged everyone to consider “being in   MINISTRIES:

partnership” with Lay Ministries.  The training is held in March,  




July, and October. 

DISTRICT UMW:

Southwest District UMW President, Janet Myer, reported on the 




numerous events for 2009:  April-Retreat, June-TEAM meetings, 




July-School of Christian Mission, September-Annual Meeting, 




October-Mission Study and October-Mission Education Event.  




Currently, membership stands at 3,000 for the Southwest District.

DISCIPLE BIBLE 

Lay Leader, Jerry Neal, wants all of us to live in a community STUDY:


of miraculous expectations and transform the world through a

Bible study.  He is also looking for more facilitators.  Rev. Brian Milford challenged each church in the district to start Disciple Bible Study and find ways to share Jesus with each person in our communities. 

VOLUNTEER IN

Rev. Ed Kail challenged everyone to get involved in VIM.  His 

MISSIONS (V.I.M.):

exact words were “Just do it”!

CONFERENCE

Jim Buckhahn from the Conference Board of Camps noted that 

CAMPING PROGRAM:
there are presently 3 camps in Iowa.  He also indicated many reasons to attend, multiple opportunities in the new “YMCA” camp style, and many age levels involved at one camp.  He mentioned the Conference Board’s decision to sell Camp Aldersgate. 

RECOGNITIONS:

Rainbow Covenant certificates were given by Leann Baker to 16 




churches earning the Third Mile Rainbow Covenant Award, 4 




churches earning the Second Mile Rainbow Covenant Award, and 




11 churches receiving Honorable Mention. 





District Iowa/Nigerian Partnership representative, Jim Tussey 




spoke on the special visit from Rev. Dr. Eunice Musa Iliya from 




Nigeria to the Southwest District from May 17 – May 23.  

DISTRICT ASKING 
Ernie Ruehle told about the impact of the Hispanic Ministries

RECIPIENTS: 

in 8 locations in the Southwest District.  Marlene Brown shared 




information on Immigration Concerns.  Mark Heath showed a 




video of the excitement at Carter Lake UMC.  Each one thanked 




the Southwest District for the continued prayers and support.

MATTHEW 25 GRANT
The following representatives presented reports as recipients of 

RECIPIENTS:

the Matthew 25 grant:  Rev. Lanette Plambeck - Manning “Kids’ 




Hope USA”; Roxanne Boverhuis - Hastings After School 





Program; Leann Baker - Clearfield Food Pantry; and Carol Rogers 



- Lenox “J.O.Y.Club”.  These reports were witnesses of changed 




lives in Christ’s name.

SPECIAL OFFERING:
The special offering was collected to support ‘Iowa Storm 





Recovery”.   $575.65 was received.

PRE-CONFERENCE
Rev. Ed Kail gave the overview and agenda for Annual 

TRAINING:


Conference.  Rev. Brian Milford presented the “Issues at Annual 




Conference” video.  Rev. Chad Jennings gave the Sessions 





Committee Proposal. 

ADJOURNMENT:
District Superintendent Brian Milford thanked everyone for attending and gave the closing prayer, following the adjournment of the Spring, 2009 Southwest District Conference. 










Respectfully submitted,





Nancy Steckelberg
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