Southwest District Conference
May 2, 2010
The Southwest District of the Iowa Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church held their Spring Conference and Pre-Conference Training on Sunday, May 2, 2010 at the First United Methodist Church, 800 Poplar Street, in Atlantic, Iowa at 2:00 p.m.  Those attending included representatives from all Churches in the Southwest District; District Superintendent Rev. Brian K. Milford, Field Outreach Minister Rev. Ed Kail, and District Administrative Secretary Shirley Lewis.

OPENING:


Rev. Ed Kail, Field Outreach Minister, opened the meeting with 




a hymn sing, followed by welcoming remarks from District 




Superintendent Brian Milford, and Host Pastor Lanette Plambeck.

OPENING PRAYER:
Jerry Neal, District Lay Leader, led the opening prayer.
MAY 3, 2009 MINUTES:  
The minutes of the May 3, 2009 Southwest District Conference

were reviewed and presented for approval.  Following discussion, 

the May 3, 2009 minutes were adopted as presented. 







REPORT OF


The Report of the District At-Large Members was presented,
NOMINATIONS

reviewed, and approved with corrections.
COMMITTEE:






The nomination committee report was approved with corrections. 

BUDGET:
Jon Waltz presented the 2011 SW District Budget Proposal of $10,000 from apportioned funds for District Ministry Programming.  Following discussion, the proposal was adopted.

DISTRICT ASKINGS:
The District Asking Proposed Formula and Distribution report for 2011 was approved as follows:

“District Askings remain the same at $4 per professing member per church.  Every $4 received will be divided accordingly:


$2.50 to Carter Lake UMC mission congregation


$1.00 to District Hispanic Ministries Development


$  .50 to New and Emerging Ministries in the District”

DISTRICT MINISTRY
The report of the District Ministry Team report was given by Rev. 
TEAM COMMITTEE:
 Brian Milford.  Rev. Marvin Arnpriester shared a few remarks.  The report was accepted as written.  
CONFERENCE  
  
Deke Rider presented an update on the camping program.  Two 
CAMPING PROGRAM:
thousand campers are currently enrolled for 2010 camps.  He also shared a life changing story of a young camper named Maddy.  The Wesley Woods pet dog has not been found.

DISTRICT BOARD OF
Rev. Ed Kail noted that the Laity Summit was held

LAITY:                                  on a snow-storm day.  (Displays from that Summit were on display in the fellowship hall for everyone to see during the break.)
IN-GATHERING:
Jim Tussey gave a report on the activities for the In-Gathering.

MINISTRY 
Rev. Brian Milford reported that four persons have graduated from School for Lay Ministry.  Three persons are seeking Certified Lay Minister status.  
WRITTEN REPORTS:
All written reports were presented and accepted as a group.
SPECIAL OFFERING:
A special offering in the amount of $746.76 was received to support the F.I.T. Challenge.  Chris St. Clair shared his vocal and guitar talents as the offering was collected. 
DISTRICT GRANTS
Shari Stucker presented a Power Point ‘photo story’ of the

TEAM:
churches who have received Matthew 25 grants.  
RECOGNITION:
The Rainbow Covenant churches were recognized and celebrated.
DISTRICT F.I.T.
Jerry Neal encouraged everyone to take the mission of making

CHALLENGE:
disciples very seriously.  He described future challenges as we create a new culture of making disciples for the transformation of the world.  As a result, a new District Revitalization Task Force will seek at least 30 churches, who are ready to engage in a revitalization process.
DISTRICT 


District Superintendent Brian Milford presented the written report 

COMMITTEE

of the work of the District Committee on Ministry.  Pastors who 

ON MINISTRY:
were in the midst of transition were recognized.  The retired Local Pastors were thanked for their continued service to the District.  Recognition was also given to inquiring candidates, exploring candidates, supervised lay speakers, certified lay ministers, probationary elders, and full elders.  Rev. Milford concluded by acknowledging and thanking those being re-assigned, for their faithful service in the Southwest District.  Brian presented Dave Weesner with gift of a hymnal and a Book of Discipline to mark his appointment to the position of Central District Superintendent.  Following review, the written report was accepted. 
 
 
CELEBRATION OF
Nelva Peterson gave a presentation about the missional work of the 

DISTRICT MINISTRIES:
Dow City and Dunlap churches.  She showed various types of quilts that have been made and donated to the Open Door


Mission.  Others shared testimonies of God’s work throughout the district.
PRE-CONFERENCE
Rev. Ed Kail gave the Annual Conference overview, agenda,

TRAINING:
schedule, and special events review.  Gena Garber, Conference


Human Resource Director, gave a presentation on The State of The Ministerial Pensions Program, and fielded questions about pension issues.  

ADJOURNMENT:

District Superintendent Brian Milford thanked everyone for 




attending and gave the closing prayer. The Spring 2010 Southwest
District Conference was adjourned.





Respectfully submitted,





Nancy Steckelberg
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