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165th Session of the lowa Conference of The United Methodist Church




Annual Conference to Celebrate, Worship, Elect, Holy Conference and Make Decisions

The 165th Session of the Iowa Annual Conference will begin promptly at 7:00 pm on Thursday, June 5, 2008. Following a brief, one-minute call to order, the gathered assembly of lay and clergy members from the 826 congregations of the Conference will join in an opening Worship Celebration with Holy Communion at which Mr. James Salley will preach.  He has been the Associate Vice-Chancellor for Institutional Advancement for Africa University
Friday morning’s organization includes the Treasurer’s Report, Bishop Palmer’s Episcopal Address, instructions for the legislative committee work, and the meeting of the legislative sections. The afternoon session includes the Memorial Service during which twenty-eight clergy and thirty-two spouses will be remembered, moments of Holy Conferencing, the Laity Address, interpretation of the art work for the Conference and the presentation of the Jurisdictional Pool Nomination ballot.  Bishop Minerva Carcaño, Resident Bishop of the Phoenix area, will preach at the Memorial Service.  Time will be devoted to considering legislation in the evening.

Saturday includes a Celebration of Mission and Ministry, the Foundation annual meeting, candidacy nomination for the Episcopacy and the Commissioning and Retirement service at which Bishop Carcaño will deliver her second sermon of the Annual Conference.  Some 18 retirees will be honored during that service.
Sunday begins with consideration of legislation and concludes with the Ordination Service.  Bishop Palmer will be the preacher for the Ordination Service.  Bishop Carcaño and Bishop Alan Scarfe, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Iowa will also participate in the service.  Four will be ordained as Elder, two as Deacon, three will receive a permanent license for pastoral ministry and one will have his orders recognized.
The Conference will conclude with the Fixing of Appointments.  In addition, beginning at approximately 4:00 pm, the various boards, committees and agencies of the Annual Conference will organize, meeting in various sections of the Hilton Coliseum – in the area where the plenary sections of the Conference were held.

Four Special Offerings to be received

Four special offerings will be received during the course of the Annual Conference Session.  They are:

· Global AIDS Fund (Worship Celebration, Thursday evening)

· Hispanic Ministries  (Commissioning and Retirement Service, Saturday evening) 
· Pages Offering (Saturday afternoon)
· Congregational Development  (Ordination Service, Sunday afternoon)

Ten Legislative Committees to Hear Reports; Discuss Proposed Actions

The approximately 1700 lay and clergy members of the Iowa Annual Conference will form ten “legislative committees” on Friday morning. Some two hours are scheduled for the groups to review reports, discuss potential Conference action, and comment on the work of the two task forces.

Prayer Centers Will Be Available During the Annual Conference Session

The Worship Committee for the Iowa Annual Conference extends an invitation to utilize the Prayer Centers that are created on the Upper/Inner Concourse of the Hilton Coliseum as sacred space “to uphold one another in prayer as we seek God’s presence among us during this 2008 Annual Conference.” The Prayer Centers are intended to remind us all of God’s invitation to “pray unceasingly” for and with each other. There will be 6 stations of different designs. Oil for anointing will be available at each station.

Audio and Video Recordings Will Be Available

Interested in an audio CD or DVD recording of the worship services and presentations, including the sermons of Dr. James Salley, Bishop Minerva Carcaño and Bishop Palmer; the Episcopal Address and Laity Address; and MFSA banquet?  Want or order a copy of a new item – a summary DVD of the Annual Conference Session?

Use the order form that’s available in the initial “packet” of information.  As supply lasts, audio CD recordings and some DVD video recordings will be available during the Conference Session. Anything not available during the Conference will be mailed within two (2) weeks of the close of the session.

2008 Journal Orders

Journal orders for 2008 are due on the last day of annual conference which is June 10. You may mail your order to Jill Stanton at the Conference Center or you may leave your order with the Treasurer’s office at the annual conference session. All orders must be accompanied by payment.
Emergency Telephone Number during Conference

The emergency telephone number during the Annual Conference is: (515) 294-8222. (It will ring into the temporary Annual Conference office in Hilton Coliseum.)

Friday’s Highlights…


   8:45 am	Organization of the Conference	   1:00 pm	Memorial Service	   


   8:55 am	Treasurer’s Report			   2:25 pm	Holy Conferencing, 


   9:00 am	Episcopal Address					Laity Address & Legislation


   9:30 am	Legislative Committees		   7:00 pm	Legislation











