
Lay Servant Corner 
 
I send warm greetings to all of you and blessings for the ministries in which you are engaged.  Philippians 1 provides these 
words: “3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will 
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”  (NIV)  These words echo my sentiments as I consider the work being 
done as laity and clergy work side by side to share Christ with the world.  Rev. Dr. Steve Manskar the Director of Wesleyan 
Leadership at Discipleship Ministries puts the mission we have as disciples in this perspective.  “The church exists for the 
world not for itself.  The purpose of the church is to equip people to serve.  Discipleship is about Christ and His mission.”  As 
we focus on our mission, pool our talents and work together, much can be accomplished. 
 
It was my privilege to attend the Association of Conference Directors of Lay Servant Ministries conference in Nashville, TN.  
While there, I gained much useful information, had the opportunity to hear what other conferences are doing, and came away 
renewed in my desire to promote lay servant ministry.  I’d like to pass along some of the information received. 
 
The 2016 Lay Servant Ministries Equipping Resources Catalog developed by Discipleship Ministries has some new and very 
useful features.  I have obtained catalogs for each district director that will be distributed at annual conference.  You can 
download a copy of it at this site:  http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/lay-servant-ministries-catalog 
The catalog contains a description of each level of lay servant ministry and the requirements of each.  It also includes the 
requirements for advanced courses that are not included in the catalog.  There have been two brand new advanced classes 
developed.  I was given copies of them and will share them at annual conference.  The first is God’s Mission…Our Journey.  It 
provides a foundation for those serving in mission locally and globally.  VIM (Volunteers in Mission) and Discipleship 
Ministries developed the course cooperatively.  The second class is Leading Bible Study.  The purpose of the class is to equip lay 
servants in biblical interpretation as they lead Bible studies.   A third class will be coming in April of this year.  It is entitled Lay 
Servants Lead in Conflict Resolution.  The class will empower and equip lay servants in leadership through times of conflict that 
lead to transformation. 
 
In addition, classes are being offered for Certified Lay Ministers so that they can specialize in areas of giftedness and/or 
passion.  Currently classes are developed for CLMs wishing to specialize as a UMC Lay Missionary/Church Planter or as a UM 
Parish Nurse.  Plans are to develop classes for specializations in other areas such as care ministry and small group leadership.   
 
There is a proposal to General Conference that will significantly impact lay servant ministries.  The proposal was developed by 
the Study of Ministry Commission, the Board of Ordained Ministry Staff Network, the General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry, the National Plan for Hispanic and Latino Ministries and the Certified Lay Ministry Staff/Leadership Network.  It has 
the support of the Association of Conference Directors of Lay Servant Ministries and was reviewed and proposed for 
consideration by Discipleship Ministries.  Much thoughtful work has gone into this proposal, and it is hoped that it provides 
clarity and structure to lay servant roles.   You can view the proposed levels of lay servant ministry and the requirements of 
each at this site:  http://gbod-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/legacy/kintera-files/laity/LSM_InfoSheet2015.pdf 
The following site will provide some information about the reasoning behind the changes:  
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/proposed-2016-general-conference-legislation-for-lay-servant-ministries 
 
The conference lay servant committee will meet at noon on Saturday at annual conference.  If you have names of lay 
speakers seeking conference approval, please submit those to me at least two weeks prior to annual conference. 
 
Blessings, 
Colleen Petaros 
Conference Director of Lay Servant Ministries 
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