
Military Chaplaincy  

One of the ways ordained clergy 

serve God through the church is 

through ministries of “witness and 

service which extend Christ’s love 

and justice” (¶343.1 of The Book of 

Discipline of The United Methodist 

Church), including military chap-

laincy. 

In Iowa for example, Steve Peters, 

the pastor of Trinity United Methodist 

Church in Fort Dodge, was deployed 

in June to serve as a chaplain for six 

months at Dover Air Force Base. Be-

cause persons serving in these 

unique settings are expected to have 

specialized training, he has studied to 

receive a chaplaincy endorsement. 

War is inimical to the teachings of 

Jesus, but the role of a military chap-

lain is not to justify war. A chaplain’s 

task is to minister to the emotional 

and spiritual needs of service mem-

bers in war and in peace. The chap-

lain serves units that not only prepare 

for war but a number of other deploy-

ments as well. The military services 

are involved in peacemaking, peace-

keeping, and humanitarian opera-

tions both domestic and international. 

Clergy in specialized pastoral care 

ministries such as chaplains may be 

endorsed by the United Methodist 

Endorsing Agency, which is made 

possible by General Church appor-

tionment gifts from local churches. 

Learn more at www.gbhem.org. 

Stories of Connectional Giving 
www.iaumc.org/tyn  
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