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 “If you believe that Jesus is the Christ - that He is God's Son and your Savior - then you are a child of God.” 

What an assurance that God not only knows 

our names but that we are a child of God. You 

are part of the family and that is very im-

portant.  It means there are people you can 

go to in your joys and in your sorrows.  Peo-

ple in your church often times know you bet-

ter week to week than your biological family 

who live in distant states.  We have a lot of 

churches that are growing smaller, and some 

that are even closing.  Our rural population is 

growing smaller and that affects the church as 

well as United Methodist Women.   

Many of our members are aging and are no 

longer able to get out of their homes and get 

to meetings.  Many are feeling overwhelmed, 

thinking they need a full slate of officers to 

exist as United Methodist Women in their 

neighborhoods.  Even though your church 

closes and you no longer have a unit, you can 

still be a United Methodist Women; you can 

still fulfill the purpose by continuing to know 

God.  You can still have conversations by 

phone, and sharing of your purpose to be a 

community of women, even though you are 

home bound or in an assisted living facility.  

You can form a community in a nursing home 

with other women, praying and studying to-

gether and reading books from the reading 

list.   You don't need to bake pies, or make 

noodles or hold holiday fairs; you can simply 

send in a pledge to mission to your district 

treasurer.  You can still mentor other women 

and help them understand how important it is 

to be a United Methodist Women.  With over 

100 institutions in the United States, and that 

many around the world that ministers to the 

poorest of the poor, they can know what im-

portant work we are doing.  With feeding pro-

grams, clothing closets, after school pro-

grams, day cares, counseling on how to get a 

job, education, a place to live for women who 

are homeless, victims of domestic violence, or 

suffering from mental illness and other disa-

bilities; you can share how much we do to 

make life better for so many people.  We don't 

just adopt one child but we have facilities that 

minister to all of the children in a community 

and build communities that support one an-

other. We train Bible Women to take the mes-

sage of Jesus Christ out to communities and 

train workers in health care and nutrition.  

When you see pictures of children who are 

hungry, know that we are trying to reach out 

to meet their needs.  Know that each person 

is important, whether it is two cents, two dol-

lars, or 20 dollars a week; each person’s gifts 

are important. You can still communicate with 

your legislators concerning issues that affect 

women, youth and children.  We are working 

on racial justice, human trafficking, domestic 

violence, and caring for God's creation, and 
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you can always pray.  We did not meet our 

pledge to National this year, and that is a dis-

appointment.  We could have if each member 

had given another three dollars per year.  I 

know this is giving beyond what you give to 

your church, but when 20,000 children die 

every day from lack of clean water, enough 

food, lack of shelter and health care, we have 

to give sacrificially.  I cannot stand the 

thought of any mother not being able to feed 

her children.  You are only one, but together 

we can accomplish great things.  “I can do all 

things through Christ who strengthens me.”  

Philippians 4:13; God is counting on you to be 

His hands and feet.  Come join me in joyful 

obedience to be in mission to women, youth 

and children.  I hope to see you at Mission u 

and at District and Conference Annual meet-

ings this fall.–Rita Vallery 

Vice President – Gladys Alvarez, 1140  45th Street, Des Moines, IA  50311-3414, 

515-277-7337 home, 515-244-2267 work, GKNA2001@aol.com 

The scripture verse that is my grounding verse is Isaiah 49:15 (b) “I will not forget you. See I have 

carved you in the palm of my hand.”  I repeat this verse when I am feeling overwhelmed, invisible, 

or that I don’t count.  It helps me remember that my Father has me in his hand, never forgets 

who I am and that I matter. 

This year the Iowa Conference United Methodist Women are honored to be part of two grants 

from National United Methodist Women: the Domestic Violence Project Education Grant and the 

grant to encourage increasing United Methodist Women’s involvement with Justice For Our 

Neighbors (JFON).  Both of these projects are ways that United Methodist Women can help oth-

ers know that they matter, they count, and they too are in our Father’s hand. 

We will have a Gathering of United Methodist Women at Annual Conference on Sunday June 7th 

during the evening meal break.  It will be at Wesley UMC.  The program will be on Domestic Vio-

lence by Lynn Calvert.  Tickets are only $10 ($2 will support the diversity fund).  If you are at-

tending Annual Conference, I would invite you to come learn and be part of letting others know 

they matter. Please RSVP so we have a good count for the food. 

I invite you to learn more about these grants at our annual meeting on October 10, 2015 in 

Council Bluffs, at Broadway UMC.  We will have two Keynote speakers:  Colleen McRoberts will 

speak on Domestic Violence and April Palma will speak on JFON.  The day will be filled with mu-

sic, fellowship and learning.  Please come join us as we celebrate “Seeking Justice and Joy --for 

All”!!! – Gladys Alvarez 

Secretary – Becky Heeren, 610 East Ross Street, Toledo, IA  52342-2052,  

641-484-3879 (H), 641-751-6024 (C), becky@alumni.iastate.edu 

Minutes Count 

Greetings Secretaries!  

When we hear "minutes" of course we think of those carefully crafted documents reflecting 
the work of United Methodist Women though our many committee meetings, annual meet-

ings, and work groups. Minutes are vital tools for our organization. When well done, 
minutes provide an accurate glimpse into what we do, who does it, where, how, and even 
why. 
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Another important concept of minutes involves time. Like in "Wait a minute!" or "Every mi-
nute counts". The Broadway rock musical, Rent, asks how we measure a year (525,600 

minutes) in the song, "Seasons of Love": 

In daylights, in sunsets 
In midnights, in cups of coffee 
In inches, in miles, in laughter, in strife 
In five hundred twenty five thousand six hundred minutes 
How do you measure, a year in the life? 
How about love? 
Measure in love 

Take a minute to appreciate your job as Secretary. You get to be part of an awesome group 
of women passionate about Mission. You get to practice listening skills. You might even 

share cups of coffee and laughter along the way. How will you measure your next 525,600 

minutes?  – Becky Heeren 

Treasurer – Ritzanna Seaton, 1670 – 220th St., Batavia, IA  52533,  

641-693-4145, rdseaton37@gmail.com 

At the close of the 1st quarter $53,512 has 

been remitted to National.  This means the 
Iowa Conference is short $561,488 of meeting 

their pledge of $615,000.  In 1869 United 
Methodist Women began their beginnings in 
Boston, MA to improve the lives of women, 

youth and children.  Our undesignated (now 
referred to as Mission Giving) funds come 

from your pledge, Special Mission Pins, Gift to 
Mission ($5.00 per card), Gift in Memory, 
World Thank Offering, Love Offering, Penny-

A-Day and Misc. Giving.  We cannot forget our 
sisters throughout the World who not only 

need our prayers and love, but also material 
help to improve their physical and mental 
needs.  When I think of United Methodist 

Women PURPOSE, James 2:14 comes to 

mind, “What good is it, my brothers, if a man 
claims to have faith but no deeds?  Can such 
faith save him?” 

Summer Mission u is fast approaching.  Again 
this year, the Iowa Conference UMW voted to 

give the Mission Night Celebration Offering to 
our three National Iowa Missions.  The offer-

ing will be divided equally among Bidwell Riv-
erside, Shesler Hall and Hawthorn Hill.  Local 
units don’t forget to give $.75 per member to 

each mission, and if you can find extra funds 
to send, please do so.  All three institutions 

struggle to meet their bills without reducing 
services to women, youth and children.  God 

Bless You All. – Ritzanna Seaton 

Membership Nurture and Outreach – Arlene Fleming, 5300 South Main Street #13, 

Cedar Falls, IA  50613-7422, 319-266-3322, lwfleming@aol.com 

I will soon have the Iowa Conference 2014 Membership Report sent off to the United Methodist 
Women's National Office in New York City. 

The figures I send will represent many, many hundreds of local United Methodist Women of our 
Conference.  These women are creating a supportive fellowship within their units and churches.  
They are experiencing freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ.  They are supporting world 
and national missions by their participation and financing.  They care for women, children and 
youth. 

We must continue to search for ideas to gain new members.  But, we must never forget to appreci-
ate the good work being done by our present active United Methodist Women. 
THANK YOU to our Iowa Conference United Methodist Women for all they do to make our world a 

better place to live. – Arlene Fleming 
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Kit for Mission u 

We have studied Human Trafficking.  We know what it is, how people are manipulated into it and held against their will.  

We have talked about how to report if we see something suspicious, and now we are ready to take action to do some-

thing to help prevent it, and also to help those who are most vulnerable and likely to be approached.  We want to pro-

vide bags for young people who find themselves homeless and in need of things, to help with hygiene so they can clean 

up, and apply for jobs, or live more comfortably.  These bags can also be provided for women who have had to leave 

their homes due to domestic violence.  I have obtained bags from UMCOR so we have those to use.  Would each at-

tendee please bring one item to put in the bags when you come to Mission u. [Towel, washcloth, comb, fingernail file or 

fingernail clipper, bar of soap, 6 band aids, toothbrush and toothpaste or a package of feminine products]  There will 

also be information on what human trafficking is and how to avoid getting involved and a laminated card with help line 

numbers listed that will be provided by conference United Methodist Women.   We will put them together during one of 

the breakout sessions in the summer and when you arrive in the fall.  These will be given to Youth and Shelter Services 

who will see that they are distributed, or shelters that need to put women up in a hotel in an emergency situation.  We 

are trying this for the first time, so there may be some things we will need to change or alter, and there may be things 

we will add to the bags in the future.  Thank you for any help you can provide.  Again, each attendee please bring one 

item if possible.  Rita Vallery  

Mission Education and Interpretation – Shirley Pfeifer, 2471 Hwy 92, Washington, IA 
52353-9337, 319-653-5283, sapfeifer@iowatelecom.net 

This office sponsors what it 
says-educate and interpret for 

Mission.  This was the goal of 
our Welcoming the Stranger 
Day held in the Storm Lake 

United Methodist Church on 
April 11, 2015.  Those who 

heard the panel of local offi-
cials and participated in the 
breakout sessions learned 

how a community changes 
and grows, with the coming of 

new people with different cul-
tures, and felt that they in-
creased their knowledge and 

understanding of the new age 
in which we live. 

There will be another chance 
to learn about this new world 
at Mission u in July. The new 

Mission study will be on Latin 
America and will be our study 

for the next two years. This 
includes countries from Mexi-
co to Chili. The children who 

came to the United States last 
summer were mostly from 

Honduras and Guatemala, 
speaking neither Spanish nor 
English. We will learn why 

they came and what will be-
come of them.  

Encourage the units to turn in 
their Mission Today reports 
and the Mission Study classes 

that they have held. The Dis-
trict Officer Training Event will 

be from 1:00-3:00p.m. on Ju-
ly 19. It is especially helpful to 
attend if you are a new of-

ficer, so please come even if 
you are not staying for Mis-

sion u. – Shirley Pfeifer 

Mission for Social Action – Rita Carter, 7218 El Rancho Ave., Windsor Heights, IA 50324, 
515-979-0605, ritaac@mchsi.com 

“We Can Change the World” 

“Action without vision is only passing time, vision without action is merely day dreaming, but vision with 

action can change the world.”  (Nelson Mandela) 

I hope you have had a chance to read and study the Spiritual Growth study book How Is It with Your 

Soul? by Priscilla Pope-Levison and Jack Levison.  I recently had the privilege of leading the “Transform” 

session at our April retreat for Conference United Methodist Women leaders.  The authors remind us 

that going out and changing the world requires preparation (listening and learning every day for God’s 

teachings), transformation work (calling for a new vision to be fulfilled and putting the vision into ac-

mailto:ritaac@mchsi.com
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tion), and resistance (may be private and personal or public and painful, but there will likely be some).  I 

like these three reminders: 

“Transformation isn’t social justice separated from scripture.  Scripture, rightly understood, propels us 

to all sorts of transformation.” (p. 80) 

“Transformation requires chance, a new direction, and many of us—especially those who most need it—

resist change.”  (p. 84) 

“Transformation is not a solitary endeavor.  Transformation is an endless circle.  Transformation impacts 

the individual and the network of relationships of that individual.”  (quote from Rev. Anita Phillips, p. 85) 

Our United Methodist Women Handbook makes it clear on page 8 that we are, according to the Disci-

pline, “specifically charged to ‘support ministry with and advocate for the oppressed and dispossessed 

with special attention to the needs of women, children and youth.’” It goes on to say that “advocacy al-

lows us to be agents of transformation” so that we can “change systems”, “eliminate barriers,” and “be 

proactive” in our efforts.   We are currently emphasizing the particular issues of immigration environ-

ment/climate change, domestic violence, and human trafficking; new priority areas will be introduced in 

2016. 

The March 25th Welcoming the Stranger event in Storm Lake was a great example of transformation that 

is continuing as church and community leaders work together with new immigrants to create communi-

ty that recognizes and celebrates its many varied cultures and races.  I personally look for more personal 

transformation opportunities as I take part in a new National UMW Immigration Team along with Judy 

Kading, and as I participate with Rosa Mendoza and Cherie Miner from Iowa at the UMW National Semi-

nar in Chicago this summer. 

May you find some new examples of transformation work for yourself, your unit, or your community in 

the coming months.  Here are some opportunities to help you on your journey: 

1.  Visit the UMW display table at Annual Conference, June 6-9, and attend the special gathering on 

Sunday, June 7, that will feature Lynn Calvert, East Central District President, who will speak about 

Domestic Violence.  Cost is $10, includes meal, with $2 designated for Mission u Diversity Fund; contact 

Gladys Alvarez at 515-277-7337 or email gkna2001@aol.com.  Location is Wesley UMC, 800 E. 12th St., 

Des Moines.   

2.  Participate in the March for Peace and Social Justice on Monday, June 8, from Hy-Vee Hall to the 

Hansen Triangle beginning at 12:10 p.m.  UMW is a co-sponsor and helped plan this brief event, which 

has the theme “Therefore, Go:  Be Peacemakers!”  It is open to anyone. 

3.  DOTE (District Officer Training Event) will be held prior to the beginning of Mission u, Sunday, July 

19, from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. in Marshalltown.  All Social Action Coordinators—and other officers should 

attend. 

4.  Mission u (summer session):   Marshalltown at the Iowa Valley Conference Center from July 19 – 

22nd.  Studies are Latin America and (last yr) The Church and Persons with Disabilities plus the Spiritu-

al Growth study using Created for Happiness: Understanding Your Life in God study book by Hopson & 

Lancaster.  Registrations accepted now. 

5.  Volunteer to help in any of a number of ways (you don’t have to speak a foreign language) if you live 

near one of the six Justice For Our Neighbors clinics (Cedar Rapids/Lovely Lane UMC, Columbus Junc-

tion/UMC, Ottumwa/Wesley UMC, Des Moines/Grace UMC, Storm Lake/UMC, or Decorah/First UMC).  

National UMW recently gave a grant to JFON. 

6.  Help recruit and/or be part of a District Team for the Domestic Violence Training from UMW in Au-

gust—two teams per district composed of four members (adult man & woman, youth, youth worker).  

Contact District President. – Rita Carter 
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OPTIONS FOR UMW INVOLVEMENT with Our Immigrant and Refugee Friends and 

 with Iowa Justice for Our Neighbors   www.iaumc.org/jfo 

Contact Judy Kading for help with any of these ideas:   641-740-7066 or judykading @yahoo.com 

--Children’s books at JFON legal clinics —give a child a bilingual book while she or he waits with parents 

for their appointment at the JFON legal clinic.  Check out Scholastic Store online.  You can buy bilingual 

paperbacks for $2.79, and with a $35 order there is no shipping.  These are for readers from K-3rd. 

--Food pantry for the night of a JFON legal clinic—bring in canned fruits and veggies, packages of rice and 

dried beans,  paper products, laundry detergent, and dishwashing detergent.  Let families choose what 

they need.   

--Gas cards for getting to appointments at immigration court—check with Judy, who will coordinate with 

the attorneys.   

--Toiletries—share shampoos, soap, lotions at one of the legal clinics 

--Guardians for unaccompanied minor clients are needed.  Check with Judy, who will give your name to 

one of the attorneys to contact you.  In Iowa, the child does NOT have to live with the guardian, but in the 

cases we handle, will continue to stay with the parent.  

--Drivers to immigration court or to the JFON office in Des Moines—especially for unaccompanied minors.  

If a child or youth misses one court appointment, they are immediately placed into removal proceedings.  

Immigration court appointments are in Omaha.  Also, we need drivers to bring our clients to the JFON of-

fice in West Des Moines.  Transportation is hard for families because they often don’t have a driver’s li-

cense or don’t have a car or are working during the day and can’t get away.  

--Volunteers—intakes at JFON legal clinics.  You’ll be trained and work with someone who is already expe-

rienced.   

--Hospitality for one legal clinic—check with the legal clinic coordinator and ask when your unit or the dis-

trict mission team can bring in supper or snacks, depending on the custom of the particular legal clinic 

--Use the www.unitedmethodistwomen.org   website.   In the bottom right hand corner, click on “immigra-

tion justice.”    You will find much material to use.   

--Write letters to Congress about the need for comprehensive immigration reform 

--Distribute UMW information to your unit on immigrant needs like ending family detention 

Spiritual Growth – Rita Thatcher, PO Box 255, West Bend, IA  50597-0255,  

515-887-5959, ritat@ncn.net 

How is it with your Soul?? This is the last 

time I will ask you this question and 

what is your answer? “I am blessed”, “I am 

thankful”, “I am as well as you”. 

At the “Welcoming the Stranger” event in 

Storm Lake, one of the panel members, Di-

ane Daniels, made this comment; “Love 

people until they ask why.” Think about 

that statement. What does it mean to 

you?? How can you (we) do that? Think of 

the repercussions of this statement -- 

Unlimited! 

Please try to come to the summer or fall 

Mission u. “There is so much to learn, so 

much to enjoy, so much to talk about.” 

Don’t miss out on being the most educated 

and learned United Methodist Woman! 

Check out the topics for this year. Phe-

nomenal!!  

Loving Jesus, – Rita Thatcher 

  

http://www.iaumc.org/jfo
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
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SAVE THE DATE  

 
 

Sunday June 7, 2015  
Supper break: come eat, fellowship and learn 

   

United Methodist Women's Gathering  
 At Annual Conference  

   

Tickets $10 ($2 will go to the diversity fund)  
Contact Gladys Alvarez for tickets 

515-277-7337 or gkna2001@aol.com 
Checks made to Iowa Conference UMW 

 

Program: Lynn Calvert on Domestic Violence 
 

   Wesley United Methodist Church 
800 E, 12

th
 St.  Des Moines 

   
 

AN OPPORTUNITY, A CHALLENGE AND HOPE 

The Iowa Conference United Methodist Women have been given a grant to provide training for local congrega-

tions on the faith community’s response to domestic violence.  The training will be provided in coordination 

with National United Methodist Women and the Faith Trust Institute.  The event will be held August 7-8, 

2015 at the Iowa Conference Center in Des Moines. 

We are forming two teams from each of our eight districts.  Each team will have one woman, one man, one 

youth and one youth leader.  If you are interested in being on a team, please contact Lynn Calvert.  

lyksmc@aol.com 

These teams will then provide training to local congregations in their respective districts.  We are asking for a 

one year commitment from the teams. 

Domestic violence is a very real problem, both in our churches and in our communities.  This is one of the 

ways we can provide hope to families affected by domestic violence. – Lynn Calvert 

 

mailto:gkna2001@aol.com
mailto:lyksmc@aol.com
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Secretary of Program Resources – Judy Beckler, PO Box 229, Tiffin, IA  52340-0229,  

319-545-2867, pamab@southslope.net 

Hello to all.  Here we are well 

into Spring and it is time to 

think about Mission u. Before 

long, I'll be ordering the 

reading program books and 

study books.  I've already 

been hearing how great the 

books are.  Hope you are 

hearing from all of your lo-

cals.  Remind them to get 

their reports to you.  I will 

send you a reminder when 

those are due.  You might 

also mention to them not to 

send them to me.  I just 

need numbers from you to 

make my report for Confer-

ence Annual meeting recog-

nition to each district. 

I have folks who are looking 

for local or district libraries to 

share with.  It might be a 

good thing to mention at 

your district meetings and in 

your newsletters. 

This reminder is for district 

program resource folks to be 

sure and attend DOTE in Ju-

ly.  Bring your questions and 

suggestions as well.  It is 

from 1-3 pm on Sunday, July 

19 in Marshalltown.  This is 

just before Mission u starts.  

There are plenty of good 

places to have lunch in Mar-

shalltown not far from the 

college. – Judy Beckler 

Mission u – Linda Peters, Dean, 380 12th Avenue SW, Mt. Vernon, IA  52314-1008,  

319-895-8714 (H), 612-802-4260 (Cell – it is not always with me, so the home phone should be your 

first choice in trying to contact me.), Lpeters8714@msn.com 

 (I read my e-mail several times a day, so it would be a good choice also.) 

SEEKING JUSTICE AND JOY – FOR ALL is the theme for our conference United Methodist 

Women for 2015-16.  That really speaks to what UMW is all about.  We try to carry the theme 

out in all aspects of Mission u.  

We’ve been making many preparations for Mission u.  We know the topics for our studies—

“Created for Happiness: Understanding Your Life in God,”  “Latin America: People and Faith”, 

and “The Church and People with Disabilities.”  The study leaders have been contacted and 

have said “Yes.”  The leaders of the two new studies will be going to St. Louis for training in 

May.  The leaders of “The Church and People with Disabilities” will be re-certified on-line this 

year.  The lodging rooms have been arranged in Marshalltown, and the Iowa Valley Continuing 

Education Center is looking for us.  I’ve just received the catering menus, so I can choose the 

food for our meals.  The brochure and registration forms are out, and also included in this 

newsletter.   

Now all we need are students.  That’s where you can help!  You can register yourself!  You can 

talk your friends or relatives into coming with you.  You can tell people about local or district 

scholarships that are available.  You can see if your pastors are interested in attending!  (Be 

sure to tell them that they can earn CEUs.)  You can invite a child or youth to attend the fall 

session with you.  You can donate to the Diversity Fund on the registration blank or through 

your unit; so that the Iowa Conference can help some people attend who are young, Latina, Ko-

rean, or who have a disability.  One of our conference goals is to seek and celebrate diversity; 

providing scholarships for Mission u is one way we can work toward that goal.   

I’m hoping to see you at either the Summer Mission u, July 19-22, or the Fall Mission u, Octo-

ber 16-18. – Linda Peters, Dean 



 

 

 

Being a Doer as Well as a Hearer--- 

United Methodist Women Remember Others at Easter 

Just as I was getting ready to write this news item, I decided to take a look at the United Methodist 

Women’s website.  Here is the first Bible verse that I encountered in the first article I started to 

read: 

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only…” – James 1:22a 

Nothing could have been better written to motivate me to share with you the Easter Basket Project 

for our unaccompanied minors.   

After a suggestion from Brynne Howard, our Church and Community Worker (GBGM missionary) 

and immigration attorney at Justice for Our Neighbors, I put out a call to a number of units of 

United Methodist Women who were willing to collect money and purchase gift cards.  These gift 

cards are being given as Easter gifts to families that Justice for Our Neighbors is representing or 

has arranged for representation with a pro bono attorney in our unaccompanied minors program.   

It was amazing to me to see the generosity of these units. I want to recognize their cooperation and 

their willingness to reach out to families they don’t know and probably won’t meet.   

Thank you to the  

United Methodist Women of Grace UMC,  Des Moines, 

United Methodist Women of Windsor UMC,  Des Moines 

United Methodist Women of Aldersgate UMC, Urbandale 

United Methodist Women of Ankeny UMC 

United Methodist Women of Indianola UMC 

United Methodist Women of Perry UMC 

United Methodist Women of Grandview UMC, Dubuque 

United Methodist Women of Rockdale UMC, Dubuque 

United Methodist Women of St. Luke UMC, Dubuque 

United Methodist Women of Buffalo UMC, Cedar Rapids 

United Methodist Women of First UMC and Path to Citizenship, Decorah 

United Methodist Women of Willard St. UMC, Ottumwa 

United Methodist Women of Elgin UMC and church members 

Living Faith United Methodist Parish, NE Iowa 

I was fortunate enough to be the person to contact the families to expect the gift cards.  All of them 

were quite surprised and most grateful to be remembered in this way by people that they don’t 

know.   However, now they do know that the people of the United Methodist Church and the United 

Methodist Women are doers as well as hearers of the Word.   

2016 Quadrennial Meeting 

The theme for the 2016 Quadrennial Meeting is “A Fresh Wind Blowing” Please put the dates on 

your calendar:  June 24 – 26 in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  The 23rd may be a travel day.  We need to 

know how many people plan to attend so we will know what size of bus we need for travel.  We will 

send additional information as we receive it.  As of now, just hold the date and ask others to attend 

with you.  The reason for the meeting is to elect women to serve on the Board of Directors for United 

Methodist Women.  There is always wonderful worship and other programming besides the election 

itself.  Hope to see you in Grand Rapids next year.  By the August newsletter we hope we have spe-

cific information about cost, hotels, etc.  Rita Vallery      
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Nominations – Doris Howard, 5339 Filmore Road, Elgin, IA  52141,  

563-426-5278, dorishoward@alpinecom.net 

Greetings from your Conference Committee On Nominations, Chair Doris Howard  

In January I wrote about our wish in Iowa United Methodist Women to be inclusive and diverse 

both in membership and in leadership.  Keep your eyes and heart open to opportunities that come 

your way which will accomplish this. 

Begin now to think about and prepare for fall Annual Meetings.   Every Committee on Nominations 

(CON) will prepare the nominative slate of officers for 2016, present it to your District leadership 

and then to your membership at least 30 days before your annual meeting.  Each of your members 

of CON should sign this slate.  Then have it printed for your District Annual Meeting.   Figure out a 

timeline for completion based on when your team meets and when your newsletter is sent to mem-

bership.  Our Handbook states that “The committee will:  Ensure that the leadership of the district 

organization reflects the diversity of the membership within the district”.  There would no better way 

to accomplish this than to seek out diversity on your Committee on Nominations. 

You will find pertinent information on tenure and on elections on page 120 of the 2013-2016 Hand-

book.   

1. Make yourself a card listing the important points to remember during the election.  Prepare 

with the District President the running of the election: you read from the nominative ballot 

the name for election, the President conducts the election of a woman to that position. 

2. I also find these are items of interest:  

o Nominations of all leaders to be elected, including the chairperson of the committee on 

nominations, will be presented by the committee on nominations at the time of elec-

tion… 

o There will be opportunity for nominations from the floor.  If a woman is nominated 

from the floor, CON will then invite this nominee to a separate room for an interview; 

assessing her eligibility and willingness to accept the nomination. 

o Lack of previous experience as an elected leader will NOT be a barrier to nomination…. 

o No elected or appointed leader of the district organization will hold any other office be-

yond the local unit. 

Please read this material in full in the 2013-2016 Handbook; you will find it on pages 120/21.  And 

good luck in completing your nominations task which culminates during the election of officers for 

2016.  You may write to me at dorishoward1224@gmail.com or phone 563-426-5278 if you have 

questions or concerns.  I always am ready to visit with you and we together can figure it out. 

 – Doris Howard 

United Methodist Women PURPOSE 

United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God 
and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, 

supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the 

global ministries of the church. 
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DO YOU WANT TO BE READY, WILLING AND ABLE TO RESPOND TO  

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN YOUR DISTRICT? 

This training represents a partnership between your church, your district, your conference and the 

national offices of United Methodist Women, United Methodist Men and Faith Trust Institute.  

Each team member must attend the entire two day event including follow up.  Follow up includes 

work within your church and district to address domestic violence in practical and systemic ways 

agreed to at the training event.  This is at least a one year commitment. 

Would your church/district be willing to pay for expenses including travel and hotel stay? 

Please fill out an application and mail to Lynn Calvert lyksmc@aol.com  or 719 10th Ave. Coralville, 

IA 52241.  Applications are due by June1, 2015 

Training is August 7-8 in Des Moines at the Conference Center or a near-by church. – Lynn Calvert 

 

 

D.O.T.E 

(District Officer Training Event) 

Add some information to your toolbox! 

 

Iowa Valley Conference Center 

Marshalltown, Iowa 

 

July 19, 2015 

1-3 p.m. 

Please eat lunch before coming  

 2015 United Methodist Women Calendar 

 
June 6-9 

Iowa Annual Conference of United Methodist 

Church, Hy-Vee Hall, Des Moines 

 
July 19 

District Officer Training Event (DOTE), 1-3 pm, 

Iowa Valley Conference Center, Marshalltown 

 
July 19-22 

Summer Mission u, Iowa Valley Conference Cen-

ter, Marshalltown 

 September District Annual Meetings 

 
October 10 

Iowa Conference United Methodist Women 

Annual Meeting, Broadway UMC, Council Bluffs 

 
October 16-18 

Fall Mission u, Iowa Valley Conference Center, 

Marshalltown 

Communications – Kathy Pettinger, 1027 South J Avenue, Nevada, IA  50201, 

515-382-6291, mkpettin@midiowa.net 

Make sure to read the entire newsletter.  There are several things to take note on so you are able to 
schedule events and participate in as many things as possible.   

Remember the Mission u brochure and registration can be printed from our Conference website 
(www.iaumc.org/umw) 

If you hear of anyone that would like to receive the Connection through email, please send me their 
email address.   

Once again, send address changes as soon as possible.  I know people move or change internet car-
riers, so I’d like to keep our database up to date.  Share the Connection with others. 

Have a great summer.  Blessings to all. – Kathy Pettinger 
 

mailto:lyksmc@aol.com


 

 

 

APPLICATION for Participation in Domestic Violence Training 

Church Name: 

Address: 

Applicant name: 

Address: 

Email:      Phone: 

Relationship to church: 

Why do you want to be involved in this training? 

What does your church or you already do to address domestic violence: 

 

If you have a United Methodist Women’s group or other women’s group in your congregation, 

have they made a commitment to addressing domestic violence?  If so, what have they done?  

If not, do you think they would be willing to support a team? 

 

 

If you have a United Methodist Men’s group or other men’s group in your congregation, have 

they made a commitment to addressing domestic violence?  If so, what have they done?  If 

not, do you think they would be willing to support a team? 

 

Do you have any other group in your congregation or community willing to address domestic 

violence?  Do you know of any other group in your congregation or community already com-

mitted to addressing domestic violence?  If so, what are they doing and would they be willing 

to support a team? 

 

 


