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SERVICE OF RECOGNITION OF RETIREMENT
Sunday, June 7, 2015 – 4:00 P.M.

GATHERING MUSIC

CALL TO WORSHIP
One:  This is the day of new beginnings:
All:  a time to remember but not leave behind;
One:  a time to believe what love is bringing;
All:	 	 a	time	to	seek	the	new	paths	we	are	sure	to	find.
One:  We know Christ is alive and goes before us 
All:	 	 to	show	and	to	share	what	his	love	can	do.	
One:  This is the day of new beginnings:
All:  Let us praise God who makes all things new! 

OPENING SONG: O For A Thousand Tongues To Sing                                                                                                 3001W&S
 O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise,
 The glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace,
 The triumphs of his grace!

 My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, 
 To spread through all the earth abroad the honors of thy name, 
 The honors of thy name. 

 Jesus! The name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease;
 ‘tis music in the sinner’s ears, ‘tis life, and health, and peace,
 ‘tis life, and health, and peace.

 He speaks, and listening to his voice, new life the dead receive;
 The mournful, broken hearts rejoice, the humble poor believe,
 The humble poor believe.

 Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb, your loosened tongues employ;
 Ye blind, behold your Savior come, and leap, ye lame, for joy, 
 And leap, ye lame, for joy!

LITANY FOR REMEMBERING OUR CALLING
One:   Bishop Job taught us discipleship is a calling and not a career.  In his “Life Stories” he 

wrote: “While I retired from an appointed ministry many years ago, the call of God I 
sensed 65 years ago continues today… You who are [hearing] these words have already 
heard, accepted and responded to the highest call anyone can receive. The call to live as a 
disciple of Jesus.” 

 
   As we gather to celebrate the retirement of our pastors and colleagues, we remember this 

is not the end of their journey.  We send them forth to continue their lives of discipleship. 
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THE GOSPEL LESSON                                       John 21:15-19
 Listen for the voice of Jesus in the Body of Christ, the whole congregation…
One:   They went out in the boat and caught nothing through the night. As day was breaking, 

Jesus was standing on the beach; but they did not know it was Jesus.

All:	 	 	My	sons	and	daughters,	you	haven’t	caught	any	fish,	have	you?

Retirees:  No.

All:		 	 	Throw	your	net	on	the	starboard	side	of	the	boat,	and	your	net	will	find	the	fish.

One:   They did what He said, and suddenly they could not lift their net because of the massive 
weight of the fish that filled it. The disciple loved by Jesus turned to Peter and said:

Retirees: It is the Lord.

One:   Immediately, when Simon Peter heard these words, he threw on his shirt (which he would 
take off while he was working) and dove into the sea. The rest of the disciples followed 
him, bringing in the boat and dragging in their net full of fish. They were close to the shore, 
fishing only about 100 yards out. When they arrived on shore, they saw a charcoal fire laid 
with fish on the grill. He had bread too.

All:	 	 Bring	some	of	the	fish	you	just	caught.

One:   Simon Peter went back to the boat to unload the fish from the net. He pulled 153 large fish 
from the net. Despite the number of the fish, the net held without a tear.

All:	 	 Come,	and	join	me	for	breakfast.

One:   Not one of the disciples dared to ask, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. Jesus 
took the bread and gave it to each of them, and then He did the same with the fish. This 
was the third time the disciples had seen Jesus since His death and resurrection. They 
finished eating breakfast.

All:		 	 Simon,	son	of	John,	do	you	love	me	more	than	these	other	things?

Retirees:  Yes, Lord. You know that I love you.

All:		 	 Take	care	of	my	lambs.

One:  Jesus asked him a second time…

All:		 	 Simon,	son	of	John,	do	you	love	me?

Retirees:  Yes, Lord. You must surely know that I love you.

All:		 	 Shepherd	My	sheep.

One:  For the third time, Jesus asked, 

All:	 	 Simon,	son	of	John,	do	you	love	me?

One:  Peter was hurt because He asked him the same question a third time, “Do you love me?”

Retirees:  Lord, You know everything! You know that I love you.

All:		 	 	Look	after	my	sheep.	I	tell	you	the	truth:	when	you	were	younger,	you	would	pick	up	and	
go wherever you pleased; but when you grow old, someone else will help you and take you 
places you do not want to go.

One:   Jesus said all this as an indicator of the nature of Peter’s death, which would glorify God. 
After this conversation, Jesus said,

All:   Follow me!
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THE MESSAGE:  Discipleship in Various Love Languages                                                   Rev. Lilian Gallo Seagren

HYMN: Love the Lord                                                                                                                                                                 3116W&S
 Love the Lord, your God with all your heart, with all your soul,
  with all your mind, and with all your strength. 
 Love the Lord, your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
  with all your mind, and with all your strength. 
 With all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, with all your strength
 Love the Lord, your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
  with all your mind, and with all your strength. 

 I will serve the Lord with all my heart, with all my soul,  
  with all my mind, and with all my strength.
 I will serve the Lord with all my heart, with all my soul,  
  with all my mind, and with all my strength. 
 With all my heart, with all my soul, with all my mind, with all my strength
 I will serve the Lord with all my heart, with all my soul,  
  with all my mind, and with all my strength. 

 I will love you.  I will love you. 
 I will praise you. I will praise you. 
 I will serve you. I will serve you. 
 I will trust you. I will trust you. 
 With all my heart, with all my soul, with all my mind, with all my strength
 I will love you Lord with all my heart,  
  with all my soul, with all my mind, and with all my strength. 

RECOGNITION OF THE RETIREES
Bishop:   We come here today to celebrate in the presence of God the ministry of the retirees who 

have loved with their whole hearts, souls, minds and with all their strength.  We celebrate 
the faithful way they have lived out the call to make disciples, to baptize, to teach, and to 
lead. We offer our thanksgiving, our love, our support, and our prayers for them in their 
retirement as they transition into a new phase of ministry. 

All:   We thank God for the community of the faithful in which the Word of God found re-
sponse.	We	know	something	of	the	grace	by	which	you	have	lived	and	we	thank	God	for	
your	vision.	

Bishop:   Never think lightly of the great good that God has wrought through you. Continue to be 
true to your calling.  May God’s love and power be with you always.  

All:	 	 	God	of	truth	and	knowledge,	by	your	wisdom	we	are	taught	the	way	and	the	truth.	
	 	 Bless	these	people	here	as	they	continue	on	in	another	direction	of	discipleship.	
Bishop:   We thank you for those who taught and worked beside them, and all who supported them 

along the way. 
All:   Walk with them as they continue to proclaim your love and continue to feed your sheep 

in	new	ways.	
Bishop:  Take away their anxiety and confusion of purpose. 
All:	 	 	Strengthen	their	many	talents	and	skills,	instill	in	them	a	confidence	in	the	future	you	

plan	for	the	sake	of	Jesus	Christ.	Amen.		

The retirees and spouses come forward as they are introduced by name. 
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Sung Response: Here I am, Lord                                       593UMH 
 Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 
 I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 

BENEDICTION
One:   For everything there is a season, a time for every matter under heaven.
  So, too, is there a time for movement, new adventure, fields of service not yet touched.
  With love, we send you forth in the spirit of John Wesley: 
  May the world be your parish.
All:	 	 Go	into	the	world	and	respond	to	the	love	of	Christ	in	all	you	do.
	 	 Live	out	the	vision	God	has	given	you.
	 	 May	God’s	mercy,	grace,	and	peace	be	with	you.
One:    May you be channels for God’s mercy, grace, and peace to the world wherever you may be! 

Amen!
All:  Amen!

SENDING MUSIC

You are invited to greet the newly retired pastors and their families at the back of the hall following the service.
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WE CELEBRATE…

Juliann Ahrens

Thomas H. Berryman

Bernabe M. Colorado

Dennis R. Coon

Robert D. Culbertson

Wesley S.K. Daniel

William B. Daylong

Robert W. Dean

Michael P. Druhl

Terri Lin Elder

Walter J. Ellis

Dennis R. Heck

Marlene K. Janssen

Norman W. Kelley

Goldie L. Laymon

Evelyn D. Lewiston

Charles E. Luers

Roger A. Maize

Cynthia J. Morrison

W. Donovan Morrison

Tom C. Murr

Nicholas N. Needham

Judy Kay Paulsen

Elizabeth E. Piette

Edmond O. Powers

Keith E. Putney

Vernon K. Robbins

Donald M. Scheller

Mary J. Schnepf

Sharon K. Squires

James W. Stiles

Judson J. Stover

Rochelle A. Swenson

Iris Charlene Wolfe
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Presiding Bishop: Julius C. Trimble

Preacher: Rev. Lilian Gallo Seagren

Worship Leaders: Craig Luttrell, Thelma Perry

Annual Conference Worship Team: Katie Dawson, Phil Carver, Jessica Parkison,  
Jacqueline Thompson, Chris Congdon, Lisa Larson, Kimberly Bowles

Annual Conference Music Team: Colleen McRoberts, vocals; Jessica Parkison, vocals;  
Eric Schubert, vocals; Jacqueline Thompson, vocals; John Augspurger, wind synthesizer;  
Edgar Solis, bass guitar; Deb Parkison, drums; Phil Carver, keyboards

Conference Artist: Ted Lyddon-Hatten

2015


