
SETTING A GOAL
Who are we reading to? How many books? How much time? 
Change a Child’s Story is about setting audacious goals that stretch 
congregations to give and connect in new ways. Change a Child’s Story is 
about creating new partnerships in the community and new relationships with 
struggling kids.

First, try to pinpoint how to connect with kids in your community or 
surrounding communities that need help with reading. 

1. Based on your congregation and community, make a list of ideas and ways you 
can connect with children in poverty.

2. Make a list of community organizations that are actively engaged in children 
and education. Start out by having members of your church visit with those 
organizations. Remember to listen and ask questions about how they’d like to see 
you support children. Begin developing or expanding your programs based on 
what is already working and what is expressed as a need.

3. Now, find out your church’s average worship attendance. Your pastor should 
know this. An easy goal to set is:

Average Worship Attendance/week _____________ x 10 books/person = Book Goal

Average Worship Attendance/week _____________ x 10 hours/person = Hours Goal

Looking at your number of books and hours should feel like a stretch. If you need 
creative ideas on how to inspire the congregation, please reach out to us for help. 
We want you to be successful.

Fill out and return the pledge card below:

__________________________________________________________________________________ is for reading!

Contact Name______________________________________________ Email________________________________________

In the coming year, our church pledges to:

____________Donate new books to children in our community. 

____________Spend time reading to children in our community. 

We’d like to know….

__________  In the past year, has your church given books to children in your community?

__________   In the past year, has your church had a formal program to read to children in your 

community

Questions/comments? ____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Church name and city)

Change a Child’s Story Pledge Card

Fill out the Pledge Card  
and email to: 

jmgerot@lakeodessa.net 
Or mail it to:

Marsha Gerot 
20858 T Avenue

Conesville, Iowa 52739


