
2016 
Nominations for 

General and Jurisdictional 
Conference



Beverlee Bell    201
I have served churches in the Iowa Annual 
Conference since 1989; small, medium and 
large churches. I have served the conference 
by serving on three District Committees 
on Ministry and two District Building and 
Location committees. I have been on the 
Conference Board of Ordained Ministry and 
the Conference Board of Pensions as well as 
several Conference task forces. I am currently 
the Chair of the Board of Pensions where we 
have been working on making sure we can meet 

our financial obligations for pastor’s retirements and with the Accountable 
Care Act and its effects on our health insurance coverage.

As I re-read John Wesley’s Character of a Methodist, I was reminded why 
I am a United Methodist. Wesley talks about how doctrine, theology, or 
practices should not separate us. Our hearts should be right with each 
other. “To everything that is not at the root of Christianity we should think 
and let think.” I hope General conference focuses on those things at the root 
of Christianity rather than trying to control each other’s beliefs in those 
things that are limbs. 

My prayer for General Conference is: On those issues that divide us; we 
find ways to express our deeply held beliefs in new and compassionate 
ways, we hear one another afresh on the issues before us, and we discern 
God’s direction for our ministry together. May we find a way to disagree 
and still have our hearts be right with each other.

Clergy Nominations



Timothy D. Bonney   202
I am in my third year of appointment as Senior 
Pastor of Sioux City Grace UMC. My previous 
appointment was as Associate Pastor of Cedar 
Falls First UMC. I am also doing some adjunct 
instruction at Morningside College in Sioux 
City.

In the NW District I am serving on the District 
Connectional Ministries Council as the chair of 
the Stewardship Committee and am a member 

of the Conference Board of Church and Society. In the past I have been 
active in ecumenical leadership through the Des Moines Area Religious 
Council and as the former President of Indiana Partners for Christian Unity 
and Mission before moving to Iowa.

My interest in serving as a delegate to General Conference comes from 
my desire to be of service to the Iowa Conference, to learn more about our 
United Methodist family, and to encourage the unity of the Church. 

United Methodists, like all Christian denominations, are struggling with 
important issues of our changing society. We are seeking to find ways to 
reach young people for Christ. We are discerning how we can be relevant 
in our shifting culture. We are also dealing with our own internal diversity, 
differences, and potential for division.

Given all that the Church is struggling with in the world today, I want to be 
a part of encouraging our United Methodist connectional family to focus on 
our unity in Christ and on our making Disciples for Jesus Christ. 



Missy L. Brown   203
A native Iowan, I graduated from Chariton 
High School, Morningside College, and 
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, 
toured with Up With People, and serve full-
time in the Iowa Annual Conference.  

I believe the United Methodist Church should 
focus on the spiritual health of local churches.  
It’s time to stop fighting, worrying about 
decline and splitting.  It’s time to fight for the 

well-being of people.  Our churches are people who are of the world and 
influenced by the world’s ways.  People live in constant struggle with how to 
function in the world and how to function in the church.  

For the past 13 years, I have experienced the Annual Conference fighting 
over what is church.  We are called to be the church (disciples of Jesus 
Christ) inside and outside its walls.  The first step is to repent of our 
ignorance and biases.  We don’t have all the answers. That’s OK. God does.  

God wants us to love one another and meet each other’s needs, leading us 
to depend on our Creator and Sustainer, looking out for the well-being of all 
people and health of the whole earth.  My favorite song, “When Jesus Says 
Yes, Nobody Can Say No,” by Kayode Akijenu of African Praise, says, ”When 
Jesus lifts you up no one can bring you down.”  Jesus has lifted up the UMC 
in the past, present, and will in the future.    The Holy Trinity is here with us 
and will take care of the future.  We need to love God and one another.     



Thomas Lee Carver  204
Relationships are everything.  Our relationship 
with God is our hope for salvation. Through 
the Bible and Jesus we learn that God is both 
truth (light) and love. Jesus not only connects 
us with God, but also with other people 
because we are meant to live in community. A 
taste of heaven can be experienced when our 
relationships with other people reflect the 
truth and love of God.  My personal mission is 
to follow Jesus and seek God’s peace through 

healthy relationships. 

The challenge for General Conference will be for our human relationships 
to grow in God’s truth and love. Human sexuality will be the flashpoint. I 
believe that there is a slippery slope on both sides of this issue. On one side 
there is the potential to emphasize love over truth and slip down into a 
mindset that fails to identify unhealthy behaviors. On the other side, there 
is the danger of emphasizing a perceived truth over love that can slip into 
devaluing other people who hold a different view.  I believe that people 
need relationships with those on the other side to prevent sliding down 
their side of this slippery peak. For both truth and love to increase, there 
must be grace and forgiveness.  That’s why we need Jesus. There are so 
many other concerns that also need our combined attention and action. 

We may not be able to stay together as a single church, but I think it is 
worth a try. 

Twitter: @TL_Carver, http://tomcarver.blogspot.com/



Katie Z. Dawson   205
Pastor Katie has been the lead pastor at 
Immanuel UMC since July 2014. She enjoys 
preaching and sings with the choir and praise 
teams.  Her primary goal is to help people find 
ways to live out their discipleship, whoever 
and wherever they are. As someone with 
many unchurched/de-churched friends, she is 
constantly aware of how the church needs to 
adapt to reach new people. Katie is passionate 
about engaging worship and loves to connect 

with others through social media.  

Her work as the Imagine No Malaria Coordinator helped her understand 
benefits of a global and connectional church. She was inspired as churches 
of all shapes and sizes in Iowa worked together for God’s Kingdom and our 
impact on lives and communities in Africa. 

She serves on the conference and jurisdictional Rules of Order committees, 
on the Annual Conference worship team for 2014/2015, and worked on the 
Strategic Priorities for the IAC. 

The General Conference will be faced with many tough decisions and one of 
Katie’s gifts is being able to listen to various perspectives and seek a third 
way forward. She feels called to hold in tension the “both/ands” of piety/
social holiness, tradition/innovation, body/spirit, local/global. 

Katie likes to garden, disc golf, crochet, and writes in her free time. She has 
published two bible studies:  Three Gifts, One Christ and The Lord Is Our 
Salvation and blogs at www.salvagedfaith.com.    She and her husband, 
Brandon, have two cats - Tiki and Turbo.  



Karen Nichols Dungan  206
I have served in the Iowa Annual Conference 
since 1985.  During that time, I have pastored 
small and medium-sized congregations in 
single and multiple-point charges, been a 
district superintendent and served in my 
current position as Assistant to the Bishop for 
Connectional Ministries.  I have held positions 
on district and conference committees related 
to ministerial ethics, clergy credentialing, 
superintendency, advocacy, and development 

of programs, leadership, and policy.

In a time of great spiritual hunger, we have the privilege of offering people 
the love of Christ and the invitation to let Jesus live in them and transform 
their lives.  As people search for meaning, we can invite people to express 
Christ’s love in outward action on behalf of their neighbors.  As poverty, 
injustice, fear, greed and violence continue to increase, we can stand in 
the Scriptures and our tradition to work for transformative change and 
advocate for peace.  As incivility and inflamed rhetoric command the 
public arena, we can practice and offer Holy Conferencing as a means 
of respecting one another and discerning a better way forward.  As we 
become more connected by technology but people seem increasingly 
isolated from one another, we can offer a pathway to genuine relationships 
between individuals, individuals to congregations and congregations to one 
another.  The world seems committed to not seeking the greater good, but 
we can offer the Kingdom vision of Jesus.  This is an opportune time for The 
United Methodist Church to be the people we are called to be.



Diane Wasson Eberhart  207
I am ordained deacon in full connection 
serving as the children, family and youth 
minister at Walnut Hills United Methodist 
Church in Urbandale. I am a certified Director 
of Christian Education and a trained Stephen 
Ministry leader.  As a graduate of Iowa 
Wesleyan College and Scarritt Graduate 
School in Nashville, TN; the ministry of faith 
formation, discipleship and outreach has 
been my calling. I have served churches in 

Nevada, Des Moines, Dubuque, and Grinnell for over 30 years, a lifetime 
calling.  Issues of particular interest include listening to the voices of 
children and youth, helping the church and community experience the 
love of God that all may be able to live in a just world (free of poverty, 
suffering and violence), and creating a church that is open and accepting of 
all. Meaningful experiences in my faith journey include Christian Educator 
and Deacon Retreats, being a part of a covenant group, and serving on 
the team to establish Women at the Well Congregation in Mitchellville 
Prison. I currently am serving on the District Committee on Ministry, and 
on the Commission on General Conference, which is planning the 2016 
event. Activities that keep me centered include music, devotional reading, 
and exercise. My vision for the church is that we can live out our mission 
statement, speak the truth with each other in love, and follow the call of 
Jesus to share ourselves in ministry with those on the margins in the world.  



Craig Ferguson   208
I am 44, a second career pastor. Jody, my 
wife of 23 years, and I have two amazing kids, 
Nathan (18) and Hanna (14).  

 I served Kimball Ave. in Waterloo as youth 
pastor for 6 years and received my MDIV 
at UDTS while serving Geneseo UMC. I am 
currently appointed at New Hope DSM and 
Hopkins Grove.  My primary task is to develop 
a new worshiping community in Johnston, 

(www.johnstonriveroflife.org). Our mission statement is, “Being Christ 
in Community,” and we live it out.  We currently worship 100/week at 
Beaver Creek Elementary, 40% unchurched, 30+ kids, average age of 28, 
with broad socioeconomic and theological diversity. (unemployed, blue 
and white collar, atheist, liberal, and  conservative) I believe dialogue and 
diversity is one of the biggest blessings of the UMC and can be done in love 
and grace.

I serve as chaplain for the Police and Fire in Johnston and work closely 
with Camp Dodge and our military communities. I serve as President of the 
Lions Club, and Johnston Partnership (food pantry, clothing closet, school 
mentoring, health screening, nutrition education, etc).  Community and 
outreach are central to my identity.  

My missional priorities are: caring for the least and lost, loving God and 
neighbor, going into all the world with the Gospel, and starting with the 
closest door.

My passion for attending General Conference is to offer a voice that 
celebrates diversity, embraces the blessing of cultures, creates new 
paradigms, extends the grace of God, and increases the impact of the UMC.



Dan G. Fernandez    209
•    General Conference: Delegate, 2000 and 

1996; Volunteer Page, 2004  and 2012
•    Iowa Annual Conference: Secretary, 

Commission on Religion and Race; Certified 
Clergy Mentor

•    North Central Jurisdiction: Executive 
Officer, Commission on Religion and Race 

•    Ordained Elder/Full Member 1993, 
Ordained Deacon/Probationary Member 
-1991

•    Serve churches in the Philippines for thirteen years; Chair, Council On 
Ministry; W-Mid. Phil. Annual Conference Secretary

•    Serve churches in Iowa - Fort Dodge, Corwith –Wesley, Tingley-Ellston 
Wishard, Shell Rock- Community Clarksville

The church mission challenges us to examine our Christian foundation 
with sound understanding, respect and love. A call to a sincere dialogue in 
opening avenues and accommodating fresh ideas that holds true the Spirit 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We are living in a globalize world. Global migration is one issue the UMC 
is currently facing. Our mission to create new places among migrants 
is a challenge. I believe my experience in a cross racial - cross cultural 
appointment, is a good contribution to represent the Iowa Conference to 
the General Conference. 

My theological foundation is holistic. I believe we can promote a 
dialogue locally and globally relevant particularly human trafficking, 
racism, migration, economy, ecology, peace, justice, and our differences 
interpreting the bible in social and spiritual issues.  

John Wesley feared that the people called Methodist one day having the 
form of religion but without power. We need a church in our time with the 
power of the Holy Spirit that will address the needs and vision to carry the 
mission for the transformation of the world.



Lilian Gallo Seagren  210
Lilian Gallo Seagren, an  Elder and Full 
Member,  a Conference Superintendent in the 
Southeast District since 2012, currently the 
Dean of the Appointive Cabinet,  delegate to 
the2012 General Conference, Board Director 
of GCOSROW and member of NCJCOE.

The Local Church is the most significant 
arena for the mission of making disciples 
of Jesus Christ. This mission happens when 

congregations are raising, equipping, and sending out disciples for the 
proclamation and witness of God’s saving love.  

I support the shift of pastoral leadership from maintaining local 
congregations to being missionaries and evangelists everywhere, the 
deployment of laity to mission fields anywhere, and  ministries and mission 
initiatives from  “for people”  to “with people”.   I have experienced this 
Global Church as one which has yet to find a way to address diverse Biblical 
interpretation, theologies, and practices of ministries in various cultural 
contexts. I am a willing participant in shaping a Global Church that honors 
regional and cultural contexts.

I have worked with the poor, and invested in clergy education, women’s 
issues, racial justice, and stewardship of God’s creation.  I celebrate 
completed work and continue to dream for full inclusion of women and 
people of color.  I support grace-filled conversations on homosexuality 
and honor the processes and conferencing that we have set to perfect the 
church.

I value being a participant at the 2016 General Conference, bringing with 
me prayers offered by others and myself, and serving with one of the 
General Church boards in 2016-2020 for the sake of Jesus, our  Savior. 



Scott Grotewold   211
My oft-shared parable about the church:  
There’s a new power plant on the edge of 
a city.  State–of–the–art.  All the bells and 
whistles, utilizing clean energy: wind turbines, 
hydro-electric, solar panels.  One passer-by 
noted, “Impressive!  Where do you send the 
power generated?”  The plant superintendent 
replied, “Oh!  It takes all our resources just to 
run the power plant!”

I don’t think I can overstate the importance of General Conference 2016 
to the future of our denomination.  We spend way more sustaining the 
institution than being “the church for others.”  Mission ministries are being 
drastically reduced.  Local churches are losing opportunities to invest in at-
home programs.  We must choose to be financially lean while (a) remaining 
connectional; (b) strengthening the local church; and (c) resist burgeoning 
administrative costs.  “You might have to realign your maintenance budget 
to grow your ministry budget.” (Bishop Trimble, 2009)

Theological diversity is often considered the crucible threatening to divide 
us, but I still believe we can capitalize on this remarkable strength to keep 
us United Methodists.  While not everyone will be of one mind regarding 
marriage equality, we must find a way for there to be space for those 
pastors and churches who will provide this civil right to all.

Never elected to GC in five previous attempts, but thinking prior 
experience would only lead to more of the same.

In ministry thirty-nine years; thirty-three in local church; twenty-six 
campus ministry. (Twenty-one concurrently at Ames Collegiate/Wesley.)  
Married 39 ½ years; two grown sons.

 
 



Heecheon Jeon   212
As a committed United Methodist, I have 
consistently demonstrated leadership in 
various conference boards (Board of Church 
and Society, Commission on Religion and 
Race, and Board of Ordained Ministry) and 
other connectional ministries (Task Forces 
and Conflict Transformation Ministry). I 
strongly believe that I bring a perspective 
and leadership from my experiences and 
knowledge including academic works and 

organizational leadership that will enable me as a change agent to steer the 
difficult process of change for our church through General Conference. 

We the church must embrace every different voice and cast out a vision 
that transform ourselves as a relevant church to the global community by 
renewing our vibrant Christian witness and commitment to be one united 
church where our future will be dawning. I believe the task of the 2016 
General Conference is to cast a clear vision and direction that renews our 
mission to “making disciples for the transformation of the world.” Therefore 
I seek Iowa Annual Conference’s endorsement of me to represent our voice 
in the broader church.



Sarah Karber   213
As an Iowa City native, I graduated from Coe 
College with a double major in American 
History and Studio Art before moving to DC to 
work at the Smithsonian. I was a Museum Tech 
at the National Museum of Natural History 
and a Museum Specialist at the Smithsonian 
American Art Museum before accepting my 
call into ministry. While at Vanderbilt Divinity 
School for my M.Div, I served a large church 
in Nashville, TN for three years through the 

Turner Scholar Program. Once I returned to my home state of Iowa, I was 
appointed to First UMC in Boone where I continue as the associate pastor. 

As only recently ordained in the Iowa Annual Conference, and part of the 
millennial generation, I bring a newer lens to the process while respecting 
the history that brought us here. I have hope for the future and a willingness 
to work to get there. 



Scott Kisker    214
I grew up in First United Methodist Church, 
Iowa City, was confirmed, and had my first 
real encounter with Christ in its youth group.  
While a college history major I felt called into 
ministry.  I attended Duke Divinity School and 
was ordained deacon after graduation.  My 
first appointment was to an ecumenical church 
in Bonn, Germany under the supervision of the 
German UMC.  Wanting to study the origins of 
Methodist small group ministry, I began a PhD 

at Drew University. 

In 1997 my wife Roberta and I married.  We moved to Bristol, England 
where I researched my dissertation and directed the Charles Wesley 
Heritage Centre.  We got to live in Charles Wesley’s house. After that, we 
moved back to Iowa to pastor Colesburg United Methodist Church and I 
was ordained elder.  In 2002 I was called to Wesley Theological Seminary 
in Washington, DC, first as professor of evangelism and then professor of 
church history.  I served there for twelve years.

I am currently Professor of Church History and Associate Dean for 
Residential Programs at United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio.  Our 
family is active at Fort McKinley United Methodist Church, a community in 
a struggling section of Dayton working to see God’s kingdom manifested 
in racial reconciliation and urban renewal.  My wife and I have five children 
(ages 8-16) and one dog.

I am running for delegate because I am committed to Methodism as a 
church and as a movement for evangelism, discipleship, and God’s visible 
kingdom on earth. 



Fred Lewis    215
•   Advocates for global missions and social 

justice ministries that address the critical 
issues of human need and speak to the 
systemic forces and factors that create 
inequality, division and exclusion.

•   Seeks relevant and effective ways for 
people to be compassionate agents of 
transformation.

•   Appreciates networking and collaborative working relationships.

•   Cares about the need of church lay professionals and the vital role of the 
laity.

•   Values prayer and spiritual formation in the making of disciples and 
strengthening of the church.

•   Invites the Church to foster “the arts” so as to enhance worship and 
Christian education.

Fred was raised in Griswold, Iowa, and is a graduate of Morningside College 
and the Methodist Theological School in Ohio. Fred became an ordained 
Elder in 1980. He has served local churches in Ankeny, Janesville, and 
Clear Lake. Currently, he is the senior minister at Ames First. Fred has 
been active in district and annual conference leadership ever since his 
youth. He is serving presently as the Iowa annual conference chairperson 
of Nominations. Fred’s general church work includes elected terms on 
both the board of directors for the Christian Education Fellowship and for 
the Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and Worship Arts, serving 
as its national president. He has written articles for various professional 
publications. Fred is a father and grandfather and supports several 
international students. 



John Louk    216
John Louk (@johnlouk, johnlouk.blogspot.
com) is the son of retired pastor James (and 
Lynn) Louk. He was graduated from Simpson 
College (1991) and Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary (1994). He was ordained 
an Elder in 1996 and was selected for the 
2001 Beeson Pastor Program, a one year 
doctoral fellowship in biblical preaching and 
church leadership at Asbury Theological 
Seminary. John served Hudson (1994-2001), 

started a new congregation in Des Moines (2002-2006), and served as 
associate pastor of First Church, Des Moines (2006-2008). Appointed to 
Salem, Cedar Rapids (salemchurchcr.com) in 2008 he began serving two 
weeks after the massive flood that destroyed Salem’s historic downtown 
building. Nearly seven years and several locations later, Salem celebrated 
the grand opening of their new facility on Easter this year and has risen 
from the floodwater as a vibrant, healthy, growing congregation once again. 
John chaired the conference commission that oversaw the Academy for 
New Ministry Development. He was a member of the conference worship 
planning team and has led Annual Conference worship in the praise band 
for several years. Currently, he serves on the conference Communications 
Advisory Team, the Episcopacy Committee, and helps lead Walk to Emmaus 
and Chrysalis. John is fully committed to the church’s mission to make 
disciples of Jesus who join God’s mission to show the world what it means 
to be the world God intended in creation. He and his wife, Joy, have three 
daughters, Kaitlyn (20), Annie (18), and Mara (15).



Willy L. Mafuta   217
Dr. Willy Mafuta was born in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. He received 
undergraduate degrees in Theology and 
Philosophy of Religions, respectively from 
Universite Protestante au Congo (U.P.C) 
and the University of the Witswatersrand, 
Johannesburg, South Africa. He earned a 
Masters degree in Theology and Biblical 
Studies at Wheaton College, Wheaton, 
IL and a Masters degree in International 

Development from the University of Iowa, Iowa City. Willy holds a 
Doctorate degree in Theology and Ethics (Th.D) from the University of 
South Africa, Pretoria, South Africa and another Doctorate degree in 
Religious Studies (Ph.D) from the University of Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 

Willy is currently an Associate Research Fellow at the Institute of Religion 
and Governance, University of Kwazulu Natal, South Africa and Affiliate 
Professor in International Studies at Coe College, Cedar Rapids. 

Ordained as an Elder in 2010, he serves as the Lead Pastor of Asbury 
United Methodist Church, Cedar Rapids. He is a member of the Board of 
Ordained Ministry and an executive member of the Methodist Federation 
of Social Action (MFSA). He served as a member of the Conference 
commission of Religion and Race, executive board member of the Bidwell- 
Riverside and in several Bishop’s Task force as a resource person. 

Willy has passion for global ministry and social justice.  He believes that the 
Church is where we are given the most precious gift of all: the opportunity 
to pour the love of God and as such it is a place we ought to welcome ALL 
with love.

 



Steve McElroy   218
I am the Senior Pastor at Algona First United 
Methodist. My wife is the daughter of a retired 
clergy member of this conference, our oldest 
child is preparing to begin seminary in the fall.

Two years ago I had the opportunity to 
travel to England and trace the steps and 
faith journey of our Methodist founding 
father, John Wesley. On the final day of the 
trip, I stopped to pray at Wesley’s grave site 

in London. While I prayed for my family, church family and ministry, the 
primary focus of my prayers was for our denomination. I prayed that the 
same Holy Spirit that birthed and guided the movement that would become 
Methodism would be the guiding hand and power desired and needed 
to steer our contemporary version of Wesley’s vision for Holy living and 
faithful conduct. As I prayed, a sudden and dramatic wind blew through on 
what was an otherwise calm day. I remember, in the midst of that prayer 
- touched by the Holy Spirit or simply an air-pressure change, desiring to 
know and do God’s will above all else.

My concern for our faithful, future together has prompted me to put my 
name up for consideration as a delegate for our quadrennial session. The 
most sincere promise that I can make to potential supporters is that I will be 
faithful to the leading of the Holy Spirit in both my voice and vote.



Sean McRoberts   219
I believe the General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences exist to discern God’s vision for 
our denomination and coordinate our pursuit 
of that vision. The beauty and the challenge of 
these gatherings stem from the many voices, 
locales, and experiences of the delegates and 
their local congregations.  Coming together at 
these times, we join our imperfect and partial 
understandings of God’s activity in the world 
and gain a clearer view of the work to which 

Christ calls us today.

As we move toward the 2016 conferences our church faces the challenges 
of living together as a covenant body in a fragmented world and ensuring 
that our denominational structure is an asset our collective ministries. The 
General Conference will succeed by communicating a clear, focused vision 
across the connection, and setting us on a path to pursue faithful lives and 
committed communities in the face of apathy, busyness, and the social 
pressures of isolation and division.

Delegates who will help our church meet these challenges are faithful, 
passionate, thoughtful, and humble.  I hope that you will affirm these 
qualities in me.

About me:

I grew up in Coralville attending United Methodist Churches through 
high school.  I graduated from Simpson College in 2003 with a degree in 
Religion.  I earned my M.Div. from Iliff School of Theology in 2007 and was 
ordained in 2009.  I am currently serving with Mason City First UMC.  I 
serve on the Board of Ordained Ministry and attended the 2012 General 
and Jurisdictional Conferences as a reserve delegate. 



Brian K. Milford   220
My passion is for increasing the effectiveness 
of every UM congregation and the UM 
connectional system in reaching and serving 
our communities near and far to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world. My commitment is to help build 
capabilities and structures that are rooted 
in the distinctive Wesleyan tradition and 
ethos while also adapting to varied contexts, 
assuring relevance and resonance. 

I am a member of the Iowa Conference, currently serving under 
appointment as Book Editor of The United Methodist Church and 
Chief Content Officer of The United Methodist Publishing House. I am 
responsible for oversight of editorial content of all materials produced for 
churches, individuals, seminaries, and more. I see myself as accountable for 
proactively responding to the interests of the local church and our shared 
connectional mission.

Prior to my appointment to UMPH, I served for seven years as district 
superintendent of the SW district and Dean of the Bishop’s Cabinet. Prior 
to that I served for fourteen years as pastor of Lovely Lane UMC in Cedar 
Rapids. I also served as a pastor in Granger, Iowa; Greytown, New Zealand, 
and Glasgow, Scotland. I earned an M. Div. from the Divinity School of Duke 
University and a Bachelor’s in Science and Business Administration from 
Iowa State University.

My prayer is that the Church will unite around our shared mission. Christ’s 
call upon each of us to live lives of sacrificial love and mercy shows us the 
way to love God and neighbor.



Mike Morgan    221
I am a theological conservative who believes 
the gospel of Jesus Christ reaches with love 
to all people and the purpose of the church 
is to win souls to Christ and nurture them in 
the Kingdom. My desire in being elected to 
General Conference is to voice and support 
this worldview in that arena. 

I have been the Lead Pastor at Marion First 
United Methodist Church since 2003. Beyond 

the local church, I serve the Conference Design Task Force, as Vice Chair 
of the Board at Iowa Wesleyan College, President of Summer Games 
University, and as a director of REVIVE.  

Throughout my ministry, I have been active in Christian camping, mentoring 
emerging pastors and candidates, serving various District Committees, the 
Board of Ordained Ministry, leading local church and community revivals 
and chaired our Conference “Nothing But Nets” initiative.

The churches I have pastored have been immersed in community based 
advocacy and mission. I have been unapologetic in standing and proclaiming 
the gospel perspective at strategic moments against racism, bullying, 
the expansion of gambling into Cedar Rapids, and the relaxing of alcohol 
serving laws in Marion. Under my direction, Marion First, persistently has 
been a top contributor to the Ingathering and through our Feeding Lunch to 
Youth (F.L.Y.) program we feed 13,000 lunches each summer to underserved 
youth in Marion. 

 
 
 



Nate Nims    222
Nate Nims was ordained as an elder in 2013. 
He received his Masters of Divinity degree 
from Drew University in 2010 and prior to 
that he attended Simpson College where 
he was a religion major and philosophy 
minor, graduating as the Roger Betsworth 
outstanding senior in religious studies in 2007.

Rev. Nims served as the associate pastor at 
Fairfield First UMC from 2010 to 2013 and 

is currently serving as the senior pastor at Waterloo First UMC. There he 
also works with a Burmese congregation, preaching with a translator and 
working with both congregations to provide bilingual worship and service 
opportunities.

Rev. Nims serves as a clergy mentor for provisional members, a board 
member and newly elected vice chair of the Board of Higher Education 
and Campus Ministry, Threehouse, a Wesley Foundation board member, 
Treehouse Center for Vocational Reflection board member, Family and 
Children’s Council board member, Main Street Waterloo Promotions 
team member, Cedar Valley Jaycees vice-president of marketing, and is a 
member of the Waterloo Exchange Club.

Throughout his life and ministry, Rev. Nims has been active in camping 
ministry, as a camper, staff member, and volunteer at United Methodist 
Camps in Iowa and Rhode Island, as well as Summer Games University, 
which he continues to volunteer for each summer. He has also been 
involved with Chrysalis for a number of years.



Jerry E. Oakland   223
A life-long United Methodist and graduate of 
Morningside College and Saint Paul School 
of Theology, I deeply appreciate our church. 
Working as pastor and district superintendent 
with persons in a variety of churches, I have 
discerned the need for our churches to have 
strong leadership, to offer a redemptive 
Christian witness in their communities and 
to be hospitable to all. I have worked to build 
relationships and cooperation, even in times 

when the political climate has prompted us to divide into camps. I have 
sought for rational discourse even when we have let our emotions run wild. 

After listening to determine the needs and desires of persons, and after 
pondering the will of God for us today, I seek to strategize and set goals so 
that we can move forward with a vision. The church must be open, diverse, 
inclusive, inviting, non-judgmental, redemptive – calling for care and 
protection of all persons, especially those neglected by society. I seek to 
facilitate change which leads to new life, health and hope. We as the church 
must be bold in seeking justice for all and working for God’s peace.

The work of a delegate is to be open to various perspectives, to seek the 
will of God, and to be deliberate in working to strengthen the church. With 
my experiences in attending and participating in General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences, I will be open to the creative leadership of the Holy Spirit – 
trusting God to guide the UMC into a strong and dynamic future.

 
 
 
 
 



Brian K. Oliver   224
My name is Brian Oliver, and to be completely 
honest, I am seeking election as a delegate 
because I am a “polity geek.”  I love the inner 
workings of our United Methodist system.  
Also, since I have spent so much of my ministry 
as a Local Pastor and in small rural churches, I 
am very sensitive to those concerns.

Education and Ordination 
•  Licensed Local Pastor 2002 

•  BA Grand View College 2006 
•  Commissioned Provisional Elder 2009 
•  M.Div. University of Dubuque Theological  
     Seminary 2010 
•  Ordained Elder 2012

Appointments Served 
•  Tingley-Ellston-Wishard Chapel 2002-2006 
•  Delmar-Elwood 2006-2010 
•  Toledo, Christ; Living Faith (Tama-Montour) 2010-Present

Other Areas of Service 
•  Wesley Woods Summer Staff 1998 and 1999 
•  Youth Director at Des Moines, Union Park 2001-2002 
•  Current Chairperson of Conference Rules of Order Committee 
•  Mission u Study Leader for The Church and Persons with Disabilities 
2014 and 2015 
•  Active in my community including: Kiwanis, LEPC, SKIP, ECI, and FRCB 

I love the United Methodist Church and I think all three of those words are 
important: It is important that we be United, it is more important that we be 
Methodist, but it is most important that we be the Church of Jesus Christ.  
Those would be my priorities as your delegate.  

I would really appreciate your vote and I am extremely excited about the 
possibility of serving God and the Iowa Annual Conference as a delegate to 
General and Jurisdictional Conference.



Lanette L. Plambeck  225
Lanette Plambeck is an ordained elder in 
the Iowa Conference having received her 
undergraduate degree from Morningside 
College, her MDiv and evangelism 
specialization from Saint Paul School of 
Theology, and her DMin in church leadership 
excellence from Wesley Theological Seminary. 
She has served as Chaplain/Director of 
Church Relations at Morningside College; 
during this time she also led churches coming 

out of conflict or crisis situations.  She has been pastoral leader in town & 
country, county seat, and suburban churches; she is currently in her sixth 
year in Atlantic.

Lanette chairs the Board of Ordained Ministry’s Residency in Ministry 
program, serves on the BOOM Executive Board, Joint Task Force, and the 
SW District Committee on Ministry.  She has assisted as faculty for Iowa’s 
School for Lay Ministry, facilitator in the Healthy Church Initiative program, 
and is both a candidacy and clergy mentor.  Bringing attention to outreach 
and justice ministries, she currently leads her church in community 
partnerships with soldiers, the Chuukese immigrants of Micronesia, 
persons in recovery, and survivors of violence. With a heart for the 
revitalization of local churches and the denomination, Lanette is passionate 
about congregational renewal and leadership development  reaching the 
least, lost, lonely, left out, over-looked, and looked through persons of 
society.  

Her hope for General Conference is that delegates work faithfully to 
address global concerns and crises, keep the interests of the whole church 
in mind, avoid an “us vs them” mentality, and embrace every opportunity to 
further the work of God’s kingdom on earth. 



Medea Saunders   226
My name is Medea Saunders. I am a 42-year-
old clergywoman with 16 years under 
appointment. I was ordained Elder in 2004. I 
have served on GBHEM, 2000-2004, including 
the Steering Committee for Exploration 
2009; Conference BHECM, 2001-2014; 
UMCMA, 2001-2009; IAUMC Board of 
Camps, 2004-2007; DCOM2008-2009, 
present; Iowa School for Ministry commission, 
2001-present, currently Dean. I am passionate 

about helping congregations navigate the changing times, while growing 
in their love for Jesus Christ and outreach in their community. My love for 
God includes a deep love for God’s creation, including the natural world 
and all of God’s children.  I believe that each of us has a responsibility to be 
a steward of the earth, especially as we face destructive climate change. 
I believe each of us is called to love our neighbor, especially in this time of 
increased radicalism, polarization and discrimination in the world. I believe 
that we as the church are called to serve those who need help, not only by 
feeding or clothing them, but also by working to change the systems that 
serve to keep people powerless. I am a United Methodist because I believe 
in our connection, in the “both-and” of our polity, and in our desire to be 
united within the body of Christ--even with those whose opinions might 
differ from ours. Our 2016 General Conference will be a time of high stakes 
and high anxiety for our church, but also a time for God’s Spirit to work in 
the body of the UMC.



Tyler M. Schwaller  227
I am an ordained deacon, young adult, doctoral 
candidate in New Testament and Early 
Christianity at Harvard, and, most importantly, 
a beloved child of God, of sacred worth. And I 
believe the following:

The UMC is and can continue to be a bearer of 
Good News in a hurting world. 

The UMC is itself hurting, divided, and lacking 
bold, prophetic leadership. 

Our denomination will not survive by glossing over our real and important 
differences.

We undermine the hope of the Gospel when we dismiss and deny the 
blessings of our lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer kin, playing 
out our own theological debates on the bodies of persons who are LGBTQ.

The history of the Christian tradition from its earliest days is marked by 
theological disagreements. We are not unique in this regard. But the Good 
News of Christ is made manifest whenever we care for “the least of these.”

Living out the Gospel through acts of mercy, compassion, and justice is 
more important than the survival of any denomination. Methodism will live 
on wherever we “do no harm, doing all the good we can in all the ways we 
can.”

My experience as the legislative chairperson of the General Commission 
on the Status and Role of Women from 2008 to the present, my work with 
GCSRW at the 2012 General Conference, and my role as a Jurisdictional 
Delegate in 2012 prepare me for this work of holy conferencing, by the 
grace of God.

 



Thomas C.  Shinkle  228
I have served as a United Methodist Pastor for 
over 25 years - as a SLP, PTLP, Probationary 
Member, and Full Member-Elder in Iowa, 
Missouri, and Louisiana.  I have always 
served with a passion and drive to change 
and improve things, with the goal to grow 
the Church and make it healthy.  I will bring 
this same passion and energy to serving as a 
delegate.

I am constantly focused on crafting new ways to be the Church in this world.  
I am well aware of the stresses and challenges facing the UM denomination:  
from issues around sexuality, to income/membership declines, to tensions 
between Conferences.  I am deeply interested in the more specific areas of 
“guaranteed appointments,” Camp and Retreat Ministries, apportionments, 
and the African UMC.  I have served on CF&A, Chair of the Bishop’s Task 
Force on Apportionments, the Implementation Team for New Structure, 
and received the Denman Evangelism Award for Clergy in 2014.  I currently 
serve as Chair of the Board of Camps, and am actively engaged in Nigerian 
Mission/Ministry.

My biggest passion and focus, though, is empowering the local Church to 
become healthier and better at making more - and more mature - disciples 
of Jesus Christ. If I serve at General and Jurisdictional Conference, this will 
be the lens through which I view most of the decisions: What helps local 
Churches grow healthier and feel more deeply connected to the United 
Methodist denomination?  I will continually ask, “How does this help revive 
us or make us stronger?”



Travis M. Stevick   229
I did not grow up in the Church but came 
to faith in high school, largely through 
the influence of United Methodist youth 
ministries. I felt God’s call to ministry in 
college  and began serving as a student pastor 
in 2006, graduating from the University of 
Dubuque Theological Seminary in 2011, being 
ordained as an elder in 2013. At the time 
of this writing, I am preparing to complete 
my PhD in Theology at the University of St. 

Andrews in Scotland, where my dissertation is on the issues surrounding 
the discussion between Christian theology and the natural sciences. I was 
inducted into the John Wesley Fellowship in 2014.

I live in Rockwell, Iowa, just South of Mason City, along with my wife, Alli, 
and our two sons, Peter and Jake. I serve the United Methodist Churches in 
Rockwell and Swaledale.

It is my firm conviction that, as Christians, we must make Christ the center 
of all our thinking and living. This is amplified by the historical Methodist 
dedication to ensure that what we believe does not simply rest inside of us 
but manifests itself in our lives and in our communities. I believe that these 
convictions, and the God from whom they come, must shape every facet of 
our lives as Christians and as the United Methodist Church. If elected, I will 
do my part to ensure that General Conference is not just a meeting, but a 
Christian meeting.

 
 
 



Joshua H. Steward  230
Since being ordained an elder in 2012, I have 
had the privilege of serving on the Central 
District Committee on Ministry which 
interviews and recommends candidates 
for ministry, serving as co-chair in 2013 
and chair since 2014. Since 2012 I have 
also chaired the Community & Institutional 
Ministries Committee; which makes grant 
recommendations to the Board of Global 
Ministries on behalf of ministries that work 

in support of the poor and marginalized across Iowa. Additionally, I have 
served on the Bishop’s Poverty Task Force since Annual Conference 2014.  
      

These commitments are passions of mine because they are about 
encouraging the church to be an inclusive place that does not discriminate, 
but seeks to develop the gifts and talents of churches and United 
Methodists everywhere - while inviting the un-churched into a relationship 
with God - all for the common good and the glory of God’s Kingdom. 

My hope for a fully inclusive church that deepens the gifts of all servants 
and welcomes everyone is rooted in my experience as a second-generation 
United Methodist Clergyperson. I participated in 8 United Methodist 
Churches as a layperson and have served three as pastor. Without these 
blessings, I would not be the committed, forgiven, justice-seeking Christian 
pastor I am today. Serving as a clergy delegate to General Conference 
would allow me to give back with gratitude the wisdom and experience I 
have gained, while helping the General Conference guide us all towards 
perfection in love and service. Thank you for your votes!



Hugh Roger Stone   231
Rev. Hugh R. Stone has been serving Iowa 
United Methodist Churches since 1976.  He 
is a graduate of Yale Divinity School and the 
University of Iowa.  He currently serves the 
Polk City United Methodist Church.  He is the 
Financial Secretary of the Board of Global 
Ministries for our conference.  He would like 
to see the church invest more resources in 
starting new congregations and revitalizing 
our Sunday Schools and youth programs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



J. Samuel Subramanian  232
The United Methodist Church is a Global 
Church. The General Conference in 2016 will 
gather to address the issues that will affect 
the present and the future United Methodists 
around the globe. We are all together in it. The 
hymnic words of Charles Wesley remind us of 
our common bond that invites us to express 
our gratitude for the grace of Jesus: “And are 
we yet alive, and see each other’s face? Glory 
and thanks to Jesus give for his almighty 

grace!” I will seek to address the issues prayerfully and gracefully that will 
bring glory and honor to our God and our Lord Jesus Christ. I sincerely ask 
for your vote. 

Currently serving on Extension Ministry as Assistant Professor of New 
Testament Theology at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities, 
I have gained remarkable insight and experience in the organic function 
of the United Methodist Church. I graduated from Madurai Kamaraj 
University, Sri Venkateswara University, Serampore University, Southern 
Methodist University and McMaster University. I served the churches in 
Iowa Annual Conference for the past seventeen and half years during which 
I also taught at Wartburg College, Methodist Theological School in Ohio, 
Bangor Theological Seminary, University of Nebraska at Omaha and Upper 
Midwest Extension Course of Study School. I continue to serve the church 
at large in teaching and training women and men for the transformation of 
the world.



David Swinton   233
I grew up in United Methodist parsonages 
in Iowa. After attending Simpson College, I 
served as a US-2 United Methodist Missionary 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  I received my 
Master of Divinity from Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary where I was a student 
representative to the Board of Trustees and 
chair of the program council. I completed 
my Doctor of Ministry degree through the 
Association of Chicago Theological Schools.

Before returning to Iowa, I served parishes in Littleton and Sterling, 
Colorado.  Since 1994 I have ministered at United Methodist Churches in 
Storm Lake, Perry, Rippey, Harlan, and Des Moines. I was selected as Citizen 
of the Year in Storm Lake and elected to the City Council in Perry. I was the 
founding president of a Habitat for Humanity Affiliate and chaplain for the 
Storm Lake Police Department.

I have been a member of the Rust College Board of Trustees since 2002, 
including a term on the Executive Committee.  I have served the Iowa 
Annual Conference on the Worship, Hispanic Ministries, Planning and 
Research, CCMC, and Audit Committees. I am a former chair of the Iowa 
School for Ministry and I am currently President of the Conference Council 
on Finance and Administration.

I want the United Methodist Church to always be growing in faith, 
openness, compassion, witness, and number of witnesses. I am hopeful 
about the ways God is working in the world and am eager to participate in 
the decisions that help shape our church to be part of that work.   
 
 



Barrie M. Tritle   234
My faith was fostered by the spiritual 
environment of my grandparents’ farm and 
the Spirit Lake UMC.  I am a graduate of Spirit 
Lake HS, Morningside College, Candler School 
of Theology,– MDIV, and Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary – DMIN.  

My ministry calling is to lead persons to grow 
deeper in their relationship with Jesus and 
go further in their service of Christ.   My 

conviction is that our denomination is at a critical crossroads.  We need 
to work together to address the adaptive challenges facing us. We must 
reclaim our United Methodist heritage of reaching persons for Jesus 
Christ, and helping them grow into the image of Christ, transforming the 
world through their living witness of Love, Justice, and Mercy.  By building 
relationships with people we can share the Good News, advocate for 
Justice in our troubled world and through missions make a difference in 
people’s lives.

Pastoral Service: Member of IAC from 1983-current including 7 years as 
Cedar Rapids District Superintendent.

Conference service:  Chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry for ten years, 
member of the CF&A, Equitable Compensation, CCMC, Board of Global 
Ministries, Parish Development and DM District Mission Education/
Interpreter, CCYM, Book of Resolutions Editor, Resolutions Committee 
and Faculty of School for Lay Ministry, Lay Servant Ministries and Licensing 
School.   

General Church service:  General and Jurisdictional Conferences, GBHEM, 
GCCUIC, and Ministry Study, Academy for Spiritual Formation Covenant 
Group Leader for Academy #18 and #23 and Retreat Leader for #28. 

 



Brody Tubaugh   235
I, Brody Tubaugh, would like to be considered 
as a delegate to the 2016 General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences of the United 
Methodist Church. I was baptized and 
confirmed as United Methodist. After 
graduating from Duke Divinity School in 2012, 
I was commissioned to Carson/Mt. Hope UMC 
in the Southwest District and ordained an 
Elder in 2014.

I can assure you that I would represent our Conference with prayerful and 
heartfelt humility. I believe in Holy conversation and respectful listening. 
Also, I am convinced that our denomination needs to enter our General 
Conference and Jurisdictional Conference with hearts and minds open to 
the revelation of Holy Spirit. If we enter with closed minds we will only exit 
with more fractured relationships and pain. In the spirit of the Wesleyan 
Quadrilateral, I hold Scripture as the supreme source of authority. I believe 
in the sanctity of all life and the unity of all people. I believe that the grace 
of Jesus Christ calls us to be willing to give up everything to follow him. I 
believe that our response to grace is repentance and turning toward God. 
I believe that grace inspires faith and lives that reflect the words of Christ 
and teachings of the Bible. Finally, I believe the Church should be the place 
in which every person is welcome and encouraged to live more faithfully. 
God still speaks and we must listen.

 
 
 
 
 
 



Clint Twedt-Ball   236
Clint Twedt-Ball is an ordained elder and the 
Executive Director of Matthew 25 in Cedar 
Rapids. Clint and his brother, Courtney, 
founded Matthew 25 in 2007 with a goal of 
empowering economically struggling residents 
of Cedar Rapids. With the Spirit’s leading and 
the support of faithful United Methodists 
throughout the state, Matthew 25 has become 
a model for new ways to put faith in action. 

Clint believes strongly that the United Methodist Church is at a critical 
juncture. The denomination has extraordinary potential to be an agent of 
change throughout the world, but has sometimes focused too heavily on 
internal fights rather than reaching out to those who are struggling. Jesus 
repeatedly called us to look out for the least and the lost.

The Iowa floods of 2008 were a life-changing event for Clint. Throughout 
this crisis, he saw the enormous difference Christian believers can 
make when external needs for a rapid response drive us to put aside our 
differences. For Clint, we live in a time filled with urgency. Issues such as 
global inequity, climate change, war and peace, interreligious conversations 
and inclusivity are all places where the church needs to lead society into a 
hope-filled future. 

Clint has served churches in Illinois, Minnesota and Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
Pastoral experience includes working with small, mid-size and large 
churches. He is past chairperson of the Conference Board of Church and 
Society and a current member of the Bishop’s Poverty to Opportunity Task 
Force. 



Bruce Ursin    237
I am currently the Pastor of Wesley United 
Methodist in Muscatine. I have been a Pastor 
in the Iowa Conference for 35 years, and have 
served large, medium and small congregations. 
I have served on the Conference and District 
Boards of Ministry. My areas of involvement 
have been stewardship, spiritual formation, 
evangelism, and communication. I have also 
served as the Co-Dean for the School of 
Ministry for 6 years. 

I have led retreats in the area of clergy Wholeness for Ministry. I have 
been a clergy mentor and RIM leader. The questions that our church must 
address are bigger than our social and theological differences. How can we 
be faithful to the gospel and fruitful in making disciples for Christ? Can we 
move forward and retain our unity, while recognizing our diversity within 
the church? How can we as a church be reaching, relevant, and redemptive 
to a culture that is suspicious of the church and organized religion? The 
2016 General Conference decisions will be critical for the future of our 
church.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Melissa Warren   238
The United Methodist Church faces great 
challenges and great opportunities as we work 
to live out our mission of making disciples of 
Jesus for the transformation of the world. 
General Conference 2016 promises to be a 
microcosm of the church as a whole and filled 
with as many challenges and opportunities. 
We need to ask ourselves, How can the UMC 
be relevant, missional, and fiscally responsible 
in an ever changing culture? Is it possible 

to find common ground in our Wesleyan heritage while addressing the 
complexity of contemporary issues such as sexuality and inclusion in the 
church? Are we prepared for the changing realities of a global church?

While new to General and Jurisdictional Conferences, I am not new to the 
procedures of the United Methodist Church. Beginning with attendance at 
Annual Conference in 1987 as a youth delegate, I have come to understand 
my call to ministry to be interconnected with the connectional and 
missional call of the church as a whole. I was ordained Deacon in 1996 and 
Elder in 2002. While serving various churches in Eastern Iowa I have also 
worked with ministries beyond the local church at Hillcrest Family Services 
(1996-1998) and at Hospice of Dubuque (2005-2010). Since 2010 I have 
served as Associate at Collegiate UMC/Wesley Foundation in Ames.

Supported by my loving husband, Gerard, and your prayers, I will bring my 
passion, intelligence, and experience as part of the delegation to General 
and Jurisdictional Conferences. 
 
 
 



Paul Wilcox    239
I’ve been an Elder in the Iowa Annual 
Conference for 31 years.  That means that I’ve 
watched 8 General Conferences go by and 
never felt the call to participate as a delegate.  
2016 is different for me.  With our Church 
embroiled in a divisive, nearly intractable 
debate over the compatibility of Christian 
teaching and the practice of homosexuality, 
I bring a unique perspective.  3 years ago, I 
changed my mind.  3 years ago, I was on the 

other side of this issue.  I believe I understand and have personally felt 
the passion and integrity on both sides of this issue.  I do not doubt that 
heart-felt followers of Jesus stand on both sides of this divide.  I will work 
with passion toward recognizing that integrity and help to create a space 
in our Church for a difference in opinion and a difference in practice.  I do 
believe it is expecting too much of our rules to require so narrow a practice 
for so wide a world as we live in.  Fitness for marriage and for ordination 
needs to be legislated at the level it is actually practiced: at the level of 
the conference and the local church.  Other issues: salvaging the work of 
the last General Conference regarding General Board restructuring and 
guaranteed appointments would be a priority.  I served 12 years on the 
Conference Board of Ordained Ministry and on numerous District ministry 
boards.  I currently chair my District Hispanic committee and serve on the 
Conference Board as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Deborah Coble Wise  240
Deborah Coble Wise, Waverly-Trinity. Elder in 
full connection since 2009.  

I’m a second career pastor, mother of 4 
and Book of Discipline nerd.  I serve on the 
Northeast District Committee on Ministry, the 
Board of Ordained Ministry, and I’m Dean of 
the IAUMC Licensing School.  

I think the Wesleyan expressions of Works 
of Piety; holiness of heart and life, and Works of Mercy; our faith in action 
through corporate and individual acts of service and social justice; are 
the best expressions of faith for the 21st Century.  I believe the Church’s 
primary focus must be on ‘making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the World.’ I believe that disciples are nurtured in the 
context of a caring community of faith with people working together to 
build relationships with intentionality.  I seek to encourage ‘out of the box’ 
ways of reaching the ‘nones,’ ‘dones,’ and those who are curious, (but not 
quite convinced) as I have done throughout my 12 years of ministry.

I’m seeking election as a General Conference and Jurisdictional Conference 
representative with a great deal of prayer and humility.  I know that we 
are at a crucial junction as a denomination, and I lament that many faithful 
people have been hurt by our Church.  I believe our way to reconciliation is 
through a process of repentance and Holy Conferencing.  In this season if I 
may be helpful to this process by serving as a delegate then ‘Here I am, Lord, 
use me.’





Margaret P. Borgen  401
I’m a “cradle” United Methodist. Besides family, 
the church is/has been the most formative, 
centering presence in my life. 
Both experience and commitment have 
prepared me for knowledgeable, discerning 
General Conference participation: 
•  General Church: General Council on 
Ministries.
•  Conference: Conference Lay Leader, Imagine 
No Malaria Steering Committee, CCMC; 
Sessions, Nominations, Episcopacy Committees, 

JFON volunteer, CCOM chair, Board of Ordained Ministry interview team, 
CF&A, College Campaign, Conference UMYF president (ND). 
•  District: Lay Leader, Matthew 25, DCOM Chair.  
•  Local Church: Council Chair. Teach New Member Classes. UMW.  
Membership in large, small, urban and rural churches. 

My Passions for Ministry: 
  • Christian Witness.  By words and deeds, we are called to be present to the 
hurts and needs of the world: poverty, war, abuse, the marginalized, disease, 
children, elderly, and more.
  • Church Unity. As we address potentially divisive issues we must listen 
prayerfully to God and respectfully to each other. 
  • Relationships based on shared faith and Jesus’ example, transcend 
differences and move toward common ground.
  • Church Growth. Reaching out and offering others the life-shaping, grace-
filled, supportive community of the church.  Growth strengthens the church 
for mission. 
  • Encouraging and Equipping Laity to Transform the World!

Part of faithful living is serving the community.  I’ve been a long-time 
educator, filled many board/community volunteer roles, served as local 
school board President, president of IASB and IPTA. Current President of 
Heartland Area Education Agency Board. My husband, Arden, and I own a 
small manufacturing company.  We have three adult sons.

Lay Nominations



Philip H. Carver   402
I am in my 18th year on the staff of the Iowa 
Annual Conference, currently serving as a 
Field Outreach Minister for the Southeast 
District. I chaired the Iowa delegation to 
General Conference in 2000 and 2008, and 
I was the first-elected delegate in 2004 and 
2012.

I have a passion for lay participation in the 
church, having taught classes for a number 

of years in the Iowa School for Lay Ministry on both worship and Christian 
education. More recently, I have been an instructor for an SLM graduate 
class in coaching for the Healthy Church Initiative.

Key issues for the Church to address include (1) focusing on our mission to 
live and proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ rather than simply maintaining 
the organization of The United Methodist Church; (2) providing excellence 
in lay and clergy leadership development; (3) supporting local churches in 
their ministry so that every congregation’s membership is demographically 
representative of the communities in which we serve; (4) connecting more 
intentionally with your and young adults, who are asking questions of faith 
but are not finding a place in our congregations; and (5) developing the 
international scope of The United Methodist Church while respectfully 
addressing our differences.

I am a member of St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in Iowa City. My wife, 
Rebecca, serves as a chaplain for Iowa City Hospice. We are residents of 
Coralville.



Mackenzie Carlson  403
Generating my love for Jesus, I have grown 
up immersed in the United Methodist 
Church. I was baptized and confirmed in 
the United Methodist Church, and over the 
past 10 years, I have been active in churches 
throughout Iowa with the role of “pastor’s 
kid”. During this time, I experienced the rural 
churches of southern Iowa at churches in 
Albia, Sharpsburg, Mercer Center, Lenox, and 
Clearfield. Learning the ways of Iowa farming 

and community, my life flourished through love which surrounded me in 
those churches. In contrast, I was enriched with the experience of the urban 
church at St. John’s UMC in Davenport. My time there encouraged my 
social justice understanding through mission work within Davenport, the 
country, and the world. Every June, I have found myself amongst my peers 
and elders at Annual Conference, serving as a Diakonos for the past five 
years. I experienced true connectional ministry of the United Methodist 
Church, in July 2013, when I traveled to Africa University. This trip fulfilled 
a lifelong dream of going to Africa, and confirmed my love for mission. I 
will major in Psychology at DePaul University, allowing me to pursue a 
career which allows me to help the greatest amount of people, including my 
brothers and sisters around the world. Being a United Methodist, I believe 
in the truly open table of God.  Although Methodists are divided on many 
issues, the love of Christ is what brings us together, and that togetherness 
should be the focus of our church.



Jackie Cordon   404
Jackie Cordon is a supported community 
living specialist and an intern with Waubonsie 
Mental Health Center in Southwest Iowa. 
With a degree in religion from Simpson 
College, she is set to graduate with a 
master’s in clinical counseling from Bellevue 
University in 2015. A member of Villisca 
United Methodist Church and the church’s 
lay delegate to Annual Conference, Cordon 
has served on a variety of committees in 

the local church and on the district and conference level since her teens 
and is currently chairperson of the Southwest District Grants Team. She 
has worked both professionally and as a volunteer in camp and retreat 
ministries for over 30 years, including as co-director of Aldersgate Camp 
and Retreat Center in Iowa 1991-2003 and at Aldersgate Camp and 
Retreat Center in Northern New York 2003-2004. Each summer she leads 
a Grandparent/Grandchild event at Wesley Woods, learning from some of 
her favorite people—campers. Cordon was a jurisdictional representative 
to the National Camp and Retreat Leaders Committee from 2003-2011 and 
was certified in camp and retreat ministries in 2004. She has collaborated 
several times with other church leaders in writing camp Bible study 
curriculum for the National Council of Churches and was a founding board 
member of the Iowa Terraced Hills Emmaus Community. 



Jordan Derhammer  405
My name is Jordan Derhammer; I am 
currently studying religion at the University 
of Northern Iowa and plan to continue my 
education at Garrett Evangelical Seminary 
after I graduate in the spring of 2016. I had 
the call into ministry when I was 15 years 
old and since then I have been pursuing my 
call and currently in the candidacy process. 
I attend the worship services at the Wesley 
Foundation on campus and also attend and 

volunteer at Cedar Falls, First United Methodist Church. I help teach the 
junior high Sunday school and also help run the Wednesday night worship 
at FUMC. During the summer I go to Summer Games University as a huddle 
leader. I want to go to General Conference in order to have a larger voice 
than what happens at the Iowa Annual Conference. I also want to be a voice 
for the youth and young adults in our conference. The United Methodist 
Church has been important to me in many ways. I believe it is important 
that the United Methodist Church is a welcoming place for everyone, like it 
has been for me for many years. I have been attending Annual Conference 
for the past five years and it would be a privilege to be a representative at 
General Conference.



Nitza Dovenspike   406
I became a member of Indianola First United 
Methodist Church eighteen years ago acting 
on the invitation to rejoin a community 
of believers to continue to grow in my 
relationship with God. 

At the local church I have led Sunday school 
for middle school groups and served in 
leadership roles. In the past year I participated 
in a visioning task force with other leaders 

in exploring ways to listen to God’s call and implement plans to continue 
serving our community.

I’ve had opportunities to serve in the Central District Committee on 
Hispanic/Latino Ministries and work with clergy and laity in growing the 
ministries with Hispanics/Latinos in the Des Moines area. At the present 
time I serve as the chair for the Central District Connectional Ministries 
Council. In this group I have learned much about the ministries with the 
poor and marginalized in the district. 

Serving as secretary of the Conference Connectional Ministries Council 
and chair of the Standing Committee on Hispanic/Latino Ministries I 
learned about working with Parish Development and others on support of 
ministries in the conference. 

Feeling the need to become better equipped to serve in different roles I 
enrolled in the School of Lay Ministry which has proven to be a wonderful 
venue to learn about our church and establish relationships across the 
connection.

I believe our church and connectional system are uniquely equipped to 
serve the needs of our communities and transform the world by living our 
faith and serving others in loving and respectful ways.



Lindsay Drake   407
“...For what does the Lord require of you, but to 
do justice, love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with your God.” Micah 6:8.

My name is Lindsay Drake, and I am a young 
adult lay delegate from the Central District.  
Currently, I serve as the Director of Small 
Group Ministries at Ankeny First UMC, where 
I have the great joy of seeing people joined 
in Christian community.  Being active in the 

local church, I see the need for the institutional church to take seriously the 
call to love our neighbors and be a voice for the oppressed.  I have been an 
active member of the Iowa Annual Conference since a youth in 1999, as my 
love for the United Methodist Church runs deep.  John Wesley’s message 
is just as relevant today as it was in the 18th century. The good news of 
the Gospel is indeed for everyone!  We have an awesome opportunity in 
these trying and difficult times that we find ourselves in to go and love all of 
God’s people and creation.  We know of God’s grace, and through scripture, 
reason, experience and tradition we can move forward as a church, 
spreading the message of love, justice and mercy.



Gary A. Harris   408
I am Gary Harris from the North Central 
District. I was a long time member of the 
Belmond United Methodist Church until 
transferring to the Clear Lake United 
Methodist Church in Clear Lake. I have held 
many leadership positions in both churches 
and recently completed a term as the Lay 
Leader for the CLUMC and now hold the 
position of Administrative Council Chair. 

In 2009 I attended lay speaking classes and became a Certified Lay Speaker 
and since have been re-certified as a Certified Lay Servant. 

For the past three years I have attended and graduated from the School for 
Lay Ministry at Cornell College in Mt. Vernon, Iowa. (March 2015)

As a member of the North Central District Board of Laity, we have worked 
together to plan and present workshops to update Church Laity about Lay 
Servant Ministry. 

I am active with the Walk to Emmaus, providing opportunities to equip and 
challenge others to become leaders in today’s church. I am on the Board of 
Directors for the Iowa Walk to Emmaus as Transportation Director. 

In my opinion, the Church in today’s world is falling behind delivering the 
Word of God to all people of God. I feel it is the time and our responsibility 
to re-focus efforts on the poor, marginalized and those people outside our 
Church walls, while continuing to nurture the existing followers of Christ.



Becky Hereen   409
Before becoming a United Methodist, I didn’t fully 
appreciate the Connectional System. In the past 30+ 
years as a UMC member, I have witnessed amazing 
benefits of these partnerships. It is both humbling 
and empowering to be part of something bigger.
Personal: Born and raised in Red Oak, Iowa
 Married 35 years to Brent 
 Toledo, Iowa resident/community volunteer
 Host parents -- International High School 
Exchange Program

Children: Amanda - Youth Director, Collegiate UMC, Ames
 Alisha (Justin) Natvig - Business Analyst, Edmentum 
 Tyler - 2nd year Drake Law School
 Tessa - 1st year MSW student, University of Iowa School of Social Work
  Granddaughter: Stella Jane (born 12/26/14 -- I have pictures if you want 

to see them!)
Church: Member, Christ UMC, Toledo
 Sunday School Teacher
 Chair, Missions Committee
 HCI Team Member
 Northeast District Nominations Committee
 Iowa Conference Human Resources Committee
 Imagine No Malaria Conference Steering Committee
 Volunteers In Mission:   Cedar Rapids (with Davenport St. John’s UMC)
 Costa Rica (with Ames Collegiate UMC)
United Methodist Women:
 Current:  Iowa Conference Secretary
 Past:  Dean, Mission u
  Northeast District Vice President
  Waterloo District Committee on Nominations
Education/Vocation:   
 Iowa State University -- BS-Psychology/Family Services; MS-Counseling
 Licensed Mental Health Counselor
 25+ years in Community Mental Health
  Currently: Staff Counselor, Grinnell College Student Health and 

Counseling Services

I am passionate about improving the lives of society’s marginalized, especially 
people with mental illness. 

My unique skill set (relationship-building, problem-solving, advocating) will be a 
valuable asset as a Delegate to General/Jurisdictional Conference. 

I appreciate your consideration and vote. 



Dorothy B. Higdon  410
My name is Dorothy Higdon;  a member of 
Cedar Rapids Salem UMC. I feel called to 
submit my name as a delegate for General and 
Jurisdictional Conference. Raised in a small 
rural church in Iowa, I have lived in many Iowa 
Communities which has given me a broad view 
of the church in Iowa.

A graduate of Simpson College with an 
Education Degree, taught Elementary grades 

& have volunteered in school and the community.  I’m trained as an adult lab 
Sunday School teacher.

Guiding scripture comes from Matthew 25, the judgement scene.  People 
ask “when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or 
in jail? The Lord answered whenever you failed to help any of my people you 
failed to help me.”  

I’ve served as a district & conference UMW officer, past chair of Board of 
Church & Society and currently on Program Review.  For 10 years I have 
coordinated the Justice For Our Neighbors clinic in Cedar Rapids.  These 
roles have also helped me see the needs and have taught me that mission 
and justice must go hand in hand.

A concern is that the United Methodist Church says “Open Hearts, 
Open Minds, Open Doors” yet many people do not feel welcome in our 
congregations or the UMC as a whole.  Somehow we must find a way to 
welcome all, both in words and in actions.

 



Richard Hofmeyer  411
My name is Richard Hofmeyer, and I am a 
retired teacher and coach from Fayette in the 
Northeast District.  I have been active in the 
Iowa Conference of the United Methodist 
Church for most of my life.  Locally, I sing in 
the choir and have held various positions 
including Chair of the SPRC presently.  On the 
Conference level, I have been a lay delegate 
to the Annual Conference approximately 25 
times over the last 30 years, and am presently 

a member of the Conference Council on Finance and Administration. I try 
to stay abreast of the many issues faced by our Church, and will give my 
prayerful consideration to discern God’s direction for us as a denomination.  
If you believe my experience will provide for a good lay delegate, I humbly 
ask for your vote.



Ellen Johnsen   412
I fell in love with the institutional church 
in my high school bell choir.  It was there I 
experienced accepting Christian community 
and the support of caring adults at Faith UMC 
in Humboldt.  I tried to offer that same type of 
care during my summers at Lake Okoboji UM 
Camp and then as the Director of Christian 
Education at Ames First UMC.  While at that 
position, I was active in the Iowa Christian 
Educators Fellowship group, including serving 

a term as the president.  I also spent four years as the secretary for the 
Board of Camps.  I helped plan the Iowa Academy for Christian Education 
and the 2009 FOCUS conference (the national children’s ministry 
conference).  After leaving the Christian Education job, I spent a year 
teaching English overseas and am grateful to have settled back in Ames 
where I oversee a mentoring program at a local nonprofit organization.  



Noreen F. Kahler-Miller  413
I am proud of my United Methodist Heritage. 
I have been active in United Methodist Youth, 
United Methodist Women, local churches 
in Iowa and Wisconsin, and have held local, 
district, and conference leadership positions. 
After attending Licensing School, I became 
a licensed Lay Speaker. My experiences, 
including being a pastor’s wife for 32 years, 
and a teacher for 35 years, have helped me 
gain insights into the issues facing the United 

Methodist Church. I believe in the full inspiration of the Holy Bible, the 
deity of Jesus Christ and the suffering of His death on the cross for our 
salvation. Ephesians 6:13 says, “Therefore take up the whole armor of God, 
that you may be able to stand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand”. 
I believe that Christians need to stand at their neighbor’s, community, 
country and world doors to tell everyone about our Savior and Lord, Jesus 
Christ. With prayer, I will use the Holy Scripture, my experiences, and the 
wisdom of church leaders through the Book of Discipline to help determine 
God’s directions for the United Methodist Church.



Marilyn Lancaster   414
A lifelong member of the United Methodist 
Church.

Local Church 
• First United Methodist, Burlington:
• Served on a large variety committees
• Past Lay Leader
• Past Chair of the Trustees
• Immediate past chair of the SPRC
•  Presently:  A member of Administrative 

Council; Co-President of UMW.
Southeast District
• Committee for New Church Starts
• Past Chair the District Connectional Ministries Council
•  Presently:  Lay Leader; member of Nominating, Lay leadership, 

Superintendency,
• Lay Servant & DCMC committees.

Annual Conference
•   Began in the Iowa Annual Conference during Bishop Job’s tenure on a 

committee that was involved in New Church Starts.
•   Served as a member of Human Resources, chairing the committee that 

recommended hiring Naomi Sea Young
•   Immediate past member for two terms on Program Review.
•   Currently, serving on the Conference Board of Laity.

I am passionate in serving the church through giving of my time, talents, and 
energy.  “The church has been my life.”  My heart for the church is in response 
to my baptism and my membership vows.

I have gained so much by serving on these numerous boards and committees 
of the Iowa Annual Conference, Southeast District, and the local church.

The conviction I have for the church is we are called by God to be a 
welcoming Faith Community supporting our claim:  “OPEN HEARTS, OPEN 
MINDS AND OPEN DOORS.”

My pledge as a member of General Conference will be to prayerfully 
consider the task before us in study, attendance, and deliberations on all 
matters and especially of Inclusiveness, Justice, and Welcome.



Lisa Larson    415
Lisa Larson is currently the Director of 
Ministerial Services for the Iowa Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist Church. 
In this position she works directly with the 
Board of Ordained Ministry. One of her roles 
in this position is to help those on the journey 
to ordination to stay on course to answer the 
call to ministry. Lisa has spent most of her 
professional career working for the Church 
in roles such as Church Secretary and Youth 

Coordinator for churches in the Iowa Annual Conference. She served as, 
among other things, the Campus Ministry Associate for Collegiate United 
Methodist Church/Wesley Foundation where she developed a deep love for 
campus ministry that she holds to this day. She still compiles and distributes 
the Wesley Foundation Update, which is a monthly email publication that 
keeps pastors and Christian Education Directors in Iowa informed of the 
various ministries of the Wesley Foundations in Iowa. She has served on 
the Iowa Annual Conference Worship Planning Committee and Sessions 
Committee, helped with the Bishops Installation Service, served on the 
planning Committee for Advocacy Day, and was a General Conference 
Reserve Delegate and Jurisdictional Conference Delegate in 2012. As 
both a young adult and an experienced professional, she would like the 
opportunity to serve on your 2016 General Conference Delegation.



Lauren Wise Loonsfoot  416
I am a 26 year old, graduate of Brevard 
College, a United Methodist College in 
Brevard, North Carolina. Represented Illinois 
in 2008 as a youth delegate (non-voting) to 
Jurisdictional Conference.  I’m married to 
Bryan and the mother of a feisty three year 
old, Zayden.

Vocationally I work at Trinity UMC - Waverly 
as the Director of Discipleship.  I focus on 

making disciples by equipping others to serve in missions, community 
outreach, small groups and engage in spiritual formation. 

I’m co-chair of the IAUMC Commission on the Status and Role of Women. 
Through my work in the local church as well as at the conference level, I am 
encouraged about the future of the Church.  For example: as I served on the 
program review committee I was so impressed and excited to hear about 
the work of the various ministries of our Annual Conference, together we 
are making a difference in lives across the state! 

I enjoy mission trips and serving the Lord through my hands. I have served 
in communities across the US and I’ve been to Nigeria as a part of the Iowa 
Nigeria Project and also to Africa University in Zimbabwe on a Volunteers 
in Mission trip. This winter I led a team to serve at the UMCOR Sager-
Brown depot in Baldwin, Louisiana.

I would be honored to represent Iowa as lay delegate to General and 
Jurisdictional conference.  I will work hard to represent the Iowa Annual 
Conference well.   



Barbara J. Mather   417
 With a great deal of passion for the United 
Methodist Church I submit my nomination to 
be a Lay Delegate to the 2016 General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences.

I follow in the footsteps of my parents and 
grandparents as being a willing and faithful 
servant in the church. From the time I was a 
small child sitting in the palms of our Pastor’s 
hands giving the welcome for the Christmas 

program until now, when I am doing Pulpit Supply for  my home church and 
other churches in the District.

God has gifted me with the ability to preach, teach and lead. He also has 
given me the ability to discern. Listening and learning with an open mind 
and heart.

It has been my pleasure to serve as Lay Delegate to Annual Conference 
in the Iowa Annual Conference as well as the Rocky Mountain Annual 
Conference. I am currently serving as Central District Director of Lay 
Servant Ministries as well as secretary of the District Committee of 
Ordained Ministry, and secretary of the District Connectional Ministries 
Council. In Colorado, I served on the Conference Ethics Committee as well 
as the District Lay Servant Board.

On Monday’s I can be found at Broadlawns Medical Center in the 
Emergency Department where I am a volunteer chaplain. I also lead Chapel 
service once a month.

I am a dedicated person and would serve as a lay delegate to the best of my 
ability.



Norma Morrison   418
My love for The UMC and diverse experiences 
as a bridge-builder in church/para-church 
ministries qualify me well to be a General 
Conference delegate.  I am a graduate of the 
School for Lay Ministry and enjoy speaking as 
a Certified Lay Servant/Speaker.

I am currently the Board of Discipleship 
Evangelism Advocate and serve on the 
Conference and Jurisdictional Committees 

on Episcopacy.  I served on the Imagine No Malaria Steering Committee, 
Healthy Church Initiative at Wesley, and formerly on many local, district, 
and conference committees and as your Conference Lay Leader for 8 
years. I bring a critically important global perspective from past missions 
in Central America and Asia and currently serving on the World Methodist 
Council. I work diligently to set the example of being in right relationship 
with those of differing theologies to accomplish the mission of the Church.

My passion to help empower laity, balanced with local church and 
conference leadership and as a 2008 and 2012 General Conference 
delegate, demonstrates my ability to represent all laity.  At all levels lay 
involvement must increase in leadership and commitment, partnering with 
dynamic clergy in vibrant and welcoming congregations, to reach the lost 
and marginalized outside the walls of the Church.

Already there are many models offered for the future direction of The UMC 
and I am committed to the hundreds of hours of study and discernment of 
the Holy Spirit to lead us. I commit to continue praying and fasting weekly 
for our United Methodist Church.



Gage Rewerts   419
Greetings folks! I am a current seminary 
student at Asbury Theological Seminary in 
Wilmore, Kentucky. I am currently working 
on both a Master of Divinity and a Master 
of Christian Leadership degree in order to 
seek ordination as an Elder. I studied at the 
University of Northern Iowa where I earned 
a Study of Religion bachelor’s degree with 
minors in Philosophy and History. 

I have been an active member of the Annual Conference for several years 
now. I got involved as a member of the Annual Conference during my 
time at UNI when I participated in the Wesley Foundation there. I was 
encouraged to serve as an Annual Conference member by Rev. Dave 
Glen-Burns due to my active and skillful participation in both the student 
government and municipal politics. I have been and am currently serving 
on several boards in director/leadership capacities, the most prestigious 
and gratifying of which was serving as the Vice-Commander of the Sons of 
the American Legion at Post 252 in Ackley, Iowa. Lately, Norma Morrison 
(one of my favorite mentors) has encouraged me to seek election to both 
Jurisdictional and General Conferences.

As your representative, I will seek to advance biblically based, grace-filled 
reconciliation in order to heal our internally divided Church. I will seek to 
ensure that the Discipline is upheld in a way that does no/least harm and 
seeks to heal wounds already given and received with malice towards none 
and charity towards all in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  



Ashley Risting   420
My name is Ashley Risting, and I have been 
working at Grinnell UMC for the past five 
years as their Christian Education/Youth 
Director.  My formal background and degree is 
in Secondary Education with a focus in English 
and Communications from Pennsylvania State 
University in 2008.  I have served on the CORE 
team for Youth Strike for Christ from 2009-
2014, of which I have written curriculum for 
four years and served as co-chair for one year.  

I have been involved in a local meal-packaging organization, Kids Against 
Hunger, as packager, supporter, and organizational member for two years.  
I began the process of ordination as a deacon and was a certified candidate 
of ministry in 2012.  In the midst of a new and growing family, my plans have 
been put on hold for now, but I know God is calling me to serve and to be 
used.

As a young adult who joined the church as a youth, my passion lies deeply in 
our children and youth.  I am especially involved and interested in how the 
church adapts and changes to walk with and accompany the children and 
youth of today and tomorrow as they deal with new and difficult cultural 
shifts and dynamics, a hurting world, a constant struggle for justice and 
equality, and faith that acts as a bridge between this world and the heaven 
on earth for which we are striving.



John Rothlisberger  421
My name is John Rothlisberger, a member of 
Fredericksburg United Methodist Church, 
Fredericksburg, Iowa. I am currently serving 
as treasurer in my local church and have also 
served on the SPRC, Finance Committee, 
Building Committee, and as Co-chair of the 
Church Council. 

A retired superintendent of schools, I began 
my career teaching in the classroom sixteen 

years prior to becoming a principal/technology coordinator, and later a 
superintendent. After retirement and while participating as a student in the 
School for Lay Ministry, I was asked to serve as an interim superintendent 
at the Postville Community School District. The experience of serving in the 
Postville Schools became a life changing experience for me.  

I have become active as the Northeast District Representative on the Iowa 
Justice for Our Neighbors Committee and Iowa JFON is now offering a 
quarterly legal clinic in Northeast Iowa. I am also serving as a facilitator 
for the Healthy Church and the Healthy Small Church Initiatives in the 
Northeast District. Graduating from the School for Lay Ministry in 2013 
brought me to serving as dean at the Simpson Campus, where I assumed 
those duties in January 2014. 

I am a Vietnam Veteran of the United States Navy, and am currently serving 
in the public sector as a trustee on the Northeast Iowa Community College 
Board of Trustees. The United Methodist System has been instrumental in 
helping me recognize God’s call to servant leadership in the public sector as 
well as within the church. 



Darcy Rubenking   422
My name is Darcy Rubenking.  I was raised 
United Methodist and attended the Lenox 
United Methodist Church throughout my 
childhood and adolescence.  I attended United 
Methodist Church camps and Holy Spirit 
conferences.  I gave my life to Christ during a 
retreat at Camp Aldersgate.

I married Andy Rubenking and have been 
a pastor’s wife for the last 32 years.   I have 

taught Sunday school, sang in choir, served on committees, been UMW 
president, produced The Last Supper presentations at our church, and 
supported my husband’s ministry.

I am involved in Walk to Emmaus and it has renewed my spirit and 
helped me grow in grace and discipleship.  Through participation in Walk 
to Emmaus as a team member, lay director and board member, I have 
witnessed God’s grace and redeeming love and I have seen lives changed.

In 2012 I was a delegate at General Conference.  It was a challenging, 
rewarding and enjoyable experience.  It was wonderful to see the global 
United Methodist Church and work together for the good of the church.  I 
met many people who are committed to Christ and want to see the United 
Methodist Church grow.

I am again asking you to vote for me as your delegate to General 
Conference.  I want to see the United Methodist Church commit to lifting 
up Christ and His resurrection.  Through Christ we are freed from sin 
and are called to live a life pleasing to Christ.  I want to see the United 
Methodist recommit to our Wesleyan roots.

 



Ryan M. Russell   423
As a young adult raised in the United 
Methodist Church I was given the opportunity 
to meet and experience many of the cultures 
that make up our United Methodist Church.  
My life and experience within the church has 
pushed me to seek election to the General 
Conference for the fourth time.  My voice is 
needed to help the church move us forward 
thus my skills and passion for ministry have led 
me to ask you to elect me to use my voice in 

the legislative process.

Currently, I am serving on the General Commission on the Status and Role 
of Women in the UMC. Equity for women within the church and in society 
around the world is needed. Being able to be a part of a commission that 
works to provide women the tools needed to live into who God wants them 
to be is a passion of mine because a single mother raised me.

As a Masters of Divinity graduate of Garrett-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary in May 2014, I came to Iowa to work at Morningside College in 
Sioux City, IA as the Campus Chaplain and Director of Church Relations. 
My work with the college students allows me to hear the needs of this 
generation of young people, which provides me the opportunity to hear 
how they live out their faith in God. I believe that this world needs our God 
and I believe that I can use my voice to spread God’s love and care through 
the legislative process.



Craig Scott    424
It is with great humility that I submit my 
name for consideration to represent Iowa at 
the 2016 General Assembly.  The awesome 
responsibility of this undertaking is one I am 
willing to undertake only after intense prayer 
and thought, as well as the support of my wife.

I was a first time delegate at the 2012 
General Assembly.  I feel I would be much 
better prepared to represent Iowa’s church 

membership than the first time.  My committee work at the General 
Assembly was in the area of appropriations and finance.  The highlight of 
my time was the opportunity to work with incredibly committed people 
focused on helping the church survive by knowing the simple truth of God’s 
word.

First and foremost I am a disciple of Jesus Christ, my Lord and Savior.  I 
believe His word is truth and not subject to revision.  The Bible is the word 
of God and is as relevant today as it was 2000 years ago.

If elected I will do my best to represent the membership of the Methodist 
Church.  I have no direct ties with the Iowa Annual Conference in that I am 
not a clergy member or a direct or indirect employee of the conference.

I appreciate any consideration I may be given and know that the IAC 
delegates will select the most appropriate representation to the General 
Assembly.



Beverly J. Spencer   425
Grew up in Menlo, IA, married to Ed 54 years. 
ISU graduate, Extension Home Economist. 
Raised four children, have eight grandchildren, 
floral designer, 4-H judge, school and hospital 
volunteer, enjoy gardening and music in many 
forms.

Longtime active member of West Branch 
UMC. Currently: chairs Administrative 
Board/COM, lay leader for servant ministry 

coordination, member finance and leadership development committees, 
choir, leads adult Sunday small group. District leadership development 
committee member.

Member, Conference Ministerial Ethics and Conflict Transformation 
committees. Serves on conflict transformation team regularly.

Historically, delegate to three general conferences, four jurisdictional 
conferences and served on Jurisdictional Episcopacy committee through 
2013. Served on Women’s Division, jurisdiction, conference, district and 
local boards for United Methodist Women. Annual Conference member for 
over 35 years and UM Foundation member for eight years through 2013.

Over a long period of time and work at all levels through membership 
and leadership in the church, including UMW, I believe the needs remain 
consistently in the area of communication, especially when dealing with 
difficult issues. Respect for differing positions and open communication 
is essential in order to speak and act for the good of the whole church. 
Most compelling Issues facing the church, continue to be in the areas of 
immigration, racism, and human rights. Division can and does occur at all 
levels around controversial issues but can be reduced and unity increased 
when hard work with honest and respectful communication are employed. 
Faithful people need to step up to the challenge and seek God‘s guidance 
together. 



Kae E. Tritle    426
I am a life-long United Methodist, a native 
Iowan, Diaconal Minister of Health and a 
Registered Nurse working in patient care 
at a hospital.  I have served our conference 
as the Wellness Coordinator for the Board 
of Pensions since 1996. This includes the 
annual health screening for clergy as well as 
consulting with various groups and churches 
in the area of wellness and health-full living.  

 My passion is wholeness.  I believe that we, as United Methodists, need 
to be concerned with the wholeness of God’s people. As a denomination, 
facing a multitude of internal and world-wide issues, we are called to be 
a healing and praying community.  God is calling us to a life of wholeness 
as individuals; physically, spiritually, emotionally, and as a community 
of believers; socially, economically, politically, and environmentally.  It 
is my hope that individually and corporately as pastors, lay persons, 
congregations, boards, agencies, Annual Conferences and eventually as a 
denomination, that we will wholistically open ourselves to God’s power and 
energy for transformation. 

Other areas of service include: Member of IAC Bd of Pensions/Health 
Benefits 1991-current; Wellness Coordinator & Faculty for the Upper 
Room’s Spiritual Formation Academies #18, #23, & #28.  Member of IAC 
General Conference delegation 2004, 2008, 2012;  Memoirs Editor of the 
IAC Journal, 1993-2006, laity member of IAC 1995-current.



Marcia Young   427
The United Methodist Church should always 
speak out behalf of the least, the lost and 
the less fortunate of our world, through 
advocating for fair and just policies that enable 
each person to experience the love of God. 

We, the United Methodist Church, must 
continue with strong social principles that 
speak as a voice of conscience - calling for 
social justice, creating inclusive community, 

building bridges, upholding and affirming the sacred worth of all persons, 
and creating room at the table and everywhere in our church, for all of 
God’s children.

United Methodist Women Involvement 
•   Current Member of Committee on Nominations, Iowa Conference 

United Methodist Women 
•   Past Conference President – Iowa Conference United Methodist Women
•   Past District officer of United Methodist Women
•   Local President of United Methodist Women 

Iowa Conference United Methodist Church Involvement
•   Reserve Jurisdictional Delegate 2008, 2012 
•   Jurisdictional Delegate 2000, 2004
•   Served as Disaster Response Coordinator 
•   Board of Trustees Iowa Annual Conference – 2014
•   Served on conference General Board of Global Ministries
•   Served on conference Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns 

Community Involvement
•   Board of Managers, YWCA Foundation of Dubuque, IA
•   Leadership Team Member, Church Women United of Dubuque, IA
•   Serve on Dubuque County Foster Care Review Board 
•   Active member of St. Luke’s United Methodist Church Dubuque, IA




