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Find a legal clinic:
Immigrants and refugees can 

make an appointment by calling 
the office at 515.255.9809 on 

Mondays from 1pm-4pm 
and Fridays from 9am-1pm .  

FREE immigration legal 
clinics are held monthly except 

June&December  at United 
Methodist Churches 
Lovely Lane UMC in 

Cedar Rapids 
First UMC in Columbus 

Junction 
Wesley UMC in Ottumwa         
First UMC in Decorah                       

First UMC in Storm Lake                            
Grace UMC in Des Moines

www.iaumc.org/jfon

OUTREACH PROJECTS for 2016 
New ways to reach out to our immigrant and refugee 

neighbors are always on our radar.  Working with other 
groups concerned with the needs of refugees and immi-
grants for legal advice on immigration law  in 
collaboration is a way to share our expertise and to 
educate others.  

We started 2016 with a new approach to connect 
with refugees who are required to file for adjustment of 
status (green cards).  Working with Refuge RISE 
AmeriCorps member Mohamed Touche, EMBARC, and 

CREATING BRIGHTER FUTURES
American Friends Service Committee, we are 

training volunteers to assist refugees with their applica-
tions and reaching out to refugees all over Polk County.  
The next two refugee green card clinics will be held 
April 30 and then May 28.  Call 515.255.9809 Ext. 201.
YOUTH LINK PREVENTATIVE LAW & GUIDANCE 
PROJECT

Iowa Legal Aid has invited JFON to visit high schools 
with them to inform immigrant youth about the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA). 

WE ASSIST WITH A VARIETY OF
 
* Asylum applications for those who fear
returning to their country of birth.
* NACARA for Central Americans.
* SIJS-Special Immigrant Juvenile Status for
unaccompanied minors finding a safe haven.
* Family Petitions to unite families.
*Self-petition for survivors of domestic violence
and sexual assault through VAWA and U visa.

IMMIGRATION BENEFITS SUCH AS

*Citizenship applications.
*DACA-Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
to offer the chance for higher education, legal work
or service in the Armed Forces for youth brought as
children to the U.S.
*Renew work permits.
*Adjustment of status (green card)

LETTER TO THE CHURCHES
 Our Mission:
 TO WELCOME IMMIGRANTS AND REFUGEES BY
 PROVIDING FREE HIGH QUALITY IMMIGRATION
 LEGAL SERVICE, EDUCATION AND ADVOCACY.

http://www.iaumc.org/jfon
http://www.iaumc.org/jfon
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From Ann:  Marisol* is an 
immigrant from Honduras who 
came to the United States when 
she was just 10 years old, along 
with her mother and sister.  She 
lives in Eastern Iowa, and as a 
teen-ager, like so many, she got 
into trouble with the law for shop-
lifting and under-aged drinking.  
However, she pulled herself out of 
that bad time of life, enrolled in 
community college, married, and 
had two children.  Then, at age 
24, she contracted cancer.  Her 
chances of survival were deemed 
very low, but one thing was clear:  
she would have no chance at all if 
she didn’t receive medical care in 
the United States.  Marisol came 
to JFON for help.  She had all the 
requirements for DACA (Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals – 
the program that President Obama 
created with an executive action 
in 2012), except that her criminal 
record was serious enough that 
the U.S. government would 
probably find she did not qualify 
for this discretionary program.  
However, JFON did help her 
apply, assisting her in obtaining 
considerable evidence through 
letters of recommendation, as well 
as medical records, that she was a 
person who had left her troubled 
teen years behind, and that her 
humanitarian situation called for 
special consideration.  Although it 
took the government over one 
year to consider her application, 
they did finally approve it.  Today 
Marisol is doing much better with 
her health, although she still 
received life-saving monthly 
treatments, and she has her work 
permit, and social security 

number, making her life much 
easier to live in Iowa.  

From April: Marcos* is 
from El Salvador and came 
to the United States with his 
father when he was only 5 
years old. His mother still 
lives in El Salvador and he 
speaks to her on the phone 
occasionally. Growing up 
Marcos’ father was very 
abusive towards him. 
Eventually, a teacher at 
Marcos’ high school in Des 
Moines noticed that he often 
came to school with bruises 
and marks and that he was 
severely depressed. When 
she confronted Marcos, he 
told her that his father had 
been hitting him since he 
was very young. The teacher 
called DHS and Marcos was 
placed into foster care. 
Marcos’ DHS worked 
reached out to Iowa Legal 
Aid for their assistance with 
his immigration case and 
Iowa Legal Aid referred 
them to us. Although he 
qualifies for DACA, Marcos 
has never applied. 
Furthermore, Marcos can 
also apply for SIJS based on 
father’s abuse. I am 
currently working closely 
with his DHS worker to get 
an SIJS order issued by the 
judge in his case so that we 
can move forward in 
applying for SIJS.

From Laura:  A victim of 
domestic abuse came 6 
years ago asking for help 
because the organization 
that was helping her 
unfortunately had no funds 
to continue representing 
her and she didn’t have 
financial resources to hire 
an attorney. JFON took 
her case and helped her 
finish her U-visa process 
as victim of Domestic 
abuse.  
The victim suffered so 
much from her abuser in 
her home country, so she 
decided to escape from 
him and left the country, 
leaving her 6-month-old 
daughter behind.  This 
woman arrived in United 
States, but her abuser 
followed her and she was 
forced to return with him, 
and again, the abuse 
continued and this time 
there was not only 
physical, but also sexual, 
psychological, verbal and 
economic abuse.  The 
abuse was getting worse 
every day in an unfamiliar 
country without knowing 
how to speak English. It 
was very difficult for her 
to be able to report it to 
the police or ask for help, 
until one day she could no 
longer bear the abuse and 
asked for a neighbor to 
call the police. The abuser 
was arrested and deported.

*ALL NAMES HAVE 
BEEN CHANGED.


