
Page 1 April 2015     Southwest Airwaves 
     

 

   

 

Southwest  Airwaves 
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Psalms 100:4 “Enter into his gates with Thanksgiving and into his courts with praise.  Be thankful to Him and 

bless his name.”  NKJ 

I love living in the mid-west and look forward to the joy of the change of weather. I am always anxious to see the 

first bulb pop its head up as a tulip, iris, etc. Yet, when October arrives, I am excited for the changing of the color 

of the leaves and wait patiently for the first leaves to begin to gently fall. The calendar is telling us that “spring” is 

here, which means it is the time of the year we get the UMW district activities going for 2015. We are eagerly 

preparing for our UMW Day Apart and find many units beginning to plan Spring Luncheons and get-togethers. 

I hope you have marked your calendars for Thursday, April 23
rd

, our district Day Apart at the Carson United 

Methodist Church. It is such a warm, welcoming location, and I do hope you will be with us for a great day 

together. Our guest speaker will be Rev. Brody Tubaugh, the pastor of Carson and Mt Hope United Methodist 

Churches.  He will be sharing the Spiritual Growth study, “How is it with your soul?”  We officers enjoy hosting 

the day so that all of you can come, relax, and be fed spiritually and bodily both by the speaker and by the salad 

luncheon the officers prepare for you. This is our day to entertain you. We will have a free will offering at lunch 

time that will go towards our SW District pledge to the conference. 

I know many of you have planned for visits with your Shepherdess; please know that the officers also look 

forward to those dates. If a date has not yet been planned, please do arrange that soon. I always tell the women my 

favorite gift of being a district officer is the chance to be invited to a unit meeting and hearing what is going on in 

that unit. UMW is an active, mission-oriented organization, but the fellowship and friends we receive are just as 

important as the service we give.  

As many of you are aware my family has experienced a loss, and I want to thank each of you that sent cards, 

thoughts and/or kept us in your prayers at this time.  

Blessings to you all, 

 Sheri Watson    

Sheri Watson, Southwest District President, 21832 Covena Circle, Council Bluffs, IA, 51503-3910 ;        712-322-7356;  
sdw0518@aol.com 
 
 

 

PURPOSE - - The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose 

is to know God, and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative, suppor- 

tive fellowship, and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. 

April 2015 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – from Sheri Watson 
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SECRETARIES/COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR – Judy Marnin 

 

As secretary and Communications Coordinator, I deal with many names.  My responsibility is to know 
the names and mailing addresses for your officers.   Keeping an accurate, up-to-date mailing and 

email list is difficult for any large organization, so I always need help.  If some of the contact 
information for your officers changes (e.g. if someone moves, changes email or phone providers, 

or resigns), please try to remember to let me know.  I’ll do my best to keep an accurate list of our 
Southwest District United Methodist Women.  Thanks for your support! 
 

Judy Marnin, 52635 770th Street, Anita 50020; (H) 712-762-4415; (C) 712-249-3557; jjmarnin@midlands.net 
 

 

Program Resources Coordinators– Sandra Welch 
 
 
"…But those who wait for the Lord shall renew their 
strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not 
faint." Isaiah 40:31  (NRSV, UMW Bible) 
I quote this from Sum It Up by Pat Summitt. She found 
inspiration in it in her early stages of Alzheimer's. She 
continued coaching basketball and had many victories. It 
is in our Reading Program under the Leadership category. 
A very good read!! 
    It's coming!! The deadline for this year’s Reading 
Report is June 30th!  Include any and all women, men, 
youth and children who have participated. 

Send me their names via postal mail 
or e-mail. I am looking forward 
to some good results.        
 Remember to regularly read 
Response magazine for all plans, and to read New World 
Outlook also for Plans 2 through 4. 
   I’m looking forward to seeing you at Day Apart April 23. 
Bring back your books so others can enjoy them. And 
check out some of the others that are new to you! 
God's   Blessings! 

Sandy
       

Sandy Welch, 518 N. 17th St., Denison 51442-1513; Ph. 712-263-3212; vrfarm@msn.com 
***************************************************************************** 

T.E.A.M. Meetings at a location near you!  Coming on June 15! 
T.E.A.M. (Together Everyone Accomplishes More) meetings will be held on Monday, June 15.  These 
meetings are unique to the Southwest District, though other districts have begun copying our idea.  At 
T.E.A.M. meetings, you travel to a location near you for morning coffee.  They begin at 8:30-9:00, 
ending by 11:00 or so.  Facilitated by a couple of the district officers, we discuss United Methodist 
Women programs locally, nationally, and internationally.  The best part is just sharing what’s happening 
in your unit, and learning from others.  This year the four locations are: 

North—Irwin    East—Anita    South--Northboro West—Modale 
Be sure to attend the one most convenient for you and your group.  See you there! 
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 

Bible verses for upcoming months: 
 

April-- Matthew 6:6  “But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in 
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.” NRSV  
 

May-- 1 John 5:1 “If you believe that Jesus is the Christ--that he is God’s Son and your Savior--then you are a child of God.”  
 

June-- Isaiah 41:10 “Do not fear, I am with you; do not be afraid, for I am your God.”  
 

July-- Psalm 121:1-2 “I will lift up my eyes to the hills-from whence comes my help? My help comes from the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth.”  
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Southwest District United Methodist Women 

 

 Day Apart 

for Spiritual Growth 

Thursday, April 23rd 

Carson UMC 
310 Washington St., Carson, IA 

Speaker – Pastor Brody Tubaugh 

Coffee and Registration 9:00 – 9:30;   Program-9:30 – 2:30 
 

Lunch provided by the District UMW Officers. 

Offering accepted for Southwest District Pledge 
 

We will be using the Study Book  

How Is It With Your Soul? 
If someone in your unit has it, bring it along. 

 

Come and enjoy a day of spiritual growth  
with other United Methodist Women.  

Enjoy renewal and fellowship together. 
No reservations required. 

 
 



 

 

 Spiritual Growth Coordinators – Carol Rogers 
   
“But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in 

secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.” Matthew 6:6 

Day Apart is coming!  It is scheduled for April 23 at Carson United Methodist Church. Please 

plan to be there. It will begin with registration and coffee at 9:00 am. Lunch will be provided by the 

district officers for your enjoyment. It is a day apart for spiritual growth.  Carson’s pastor, Rev. Brody 

Tubaugh, will be doing the spiritual growth study with us from the book How Is It With Your Soul?  If you 

have the book, bring it.  It will count as a mini-study on your Mission Study report for later this spring. I 

hope you will join us for fellowship and growth.  I am looking forward to it!! 

Also the mission u registration has just come out. Start planning now to attend this wonderful experience with 

other UMW ladies. It is always a great time for spiritual growth as well. It includes the new study Finding Joy 

in Christian Living.  

Remember that God is anxious for us to continue to grow in our faith. These studies are so helpful for that.  

Regular prayer, as this month’s scripture above suggests, is also a way for us to stay close to him.  Join us  at 

Day Apart!  We can have a joyful day and grow closer to God. 

Carol Rogers, 604 W. Temple St., Lenox, IA 50851-1502, 641-333-4391, carogers12@yahoo.com 
 

Education and Interpretation Coordinators – Margot Young 
 

Greetings!   Matthew 25:35 says “I was hungry and you 
gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink.  I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me.”  Let’s all try to live up to that verse!   

Remember, Mission Today and Mission Study 
reports are due June 30th.  You might want to start filling 
them out now.  You still have time to have a study on The 
Roma of Europe or The Church and People with 
Disabilities.    

We’ll have the Spiritual Growth study, How Is It 

With Your Soul?, at Day Apart on April 23 at Carson.  If 
you attend, you’ll be able to count that as a Mini-Mission 
Study.  Also enclosed in this newsletter is registration and  
information on Mission u this summer and this fall in 
Marshalltown.  It is well worth your time to go to these 
studies—they’re educational, as well as fun!   

And remember, reservations for “Welcoming a 
Stranger,” an immigration workshop in Storm Lake, are 
due April 6th. (See the box below.)  Always keep learning! 

   

Margot Young, 536 Vine St., Carson, Iowa 51525-4369, 712-484-3677, margotyoung@gmx.com 

 

************************************************ 
WELCOMING THE STRANGER 

APRIL 11, 2015 

STORM LAKE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
211 East Third Street 

Storm Lake, Iowa 

Luncheon $7.50, reservations to Pam Milbrandt  
712-732-7600 

****************   by April 6, 2015    *************** 
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MEMBERSHIP NURTURE AND OUTREACH COORDINATORS– Deb Volz 
 

   Spring is definitely in the air.  
The anticipation of Easter is upon all of 
us!  

Are we following Jesus in our 
walk with United Methodist Women?  
Do we show compassion as Mary did 
with Jesus on the cross?   Jesus' 

mother, his aunt, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene stood at the foot of the cross.  They would 
not let him die alone. It was the women who  financially 
supported the work of Jesus and the disciples (Luke 8:1-
3).  It was a woman who anointed Jesus with oil in 
preparation for his death (Matthew 26:6-13).  It was 
three women who had the courage to stand by Jesus'  
cross for six hours as he died (John 19:25).  It was women 
who first came to the tomb and found it empty on Easter 
morning (Mark 16:1-8).  We know that eight women had 
the vision in Boston to start UMW to support women in 
need.       

                                                                                        

We stand up for the women in the world, but do we 
stand up for all women?  As your Membership Nurture 
and Outreach Coordinator, I am here to support the SW 
District  United Methodist Women.  Share your joys and 
concerns with me.   Let’s walk together for UMW! 
 
By the way, don't forget to submit your unit's 
Membership Census Forms, if your unit has not already 
submitted.   They were due on January 31st. 
 
Upcoming events:   
Day Apart, Thursday, April 23, 2015 at Carson UMC, 300 
Washington St, Carson, Iowa.  Pastor Brody Tubaugh will 
be our speaker! 
T.E.A.M.  Meeting, Monday, June 15, 2015 
Mission u, July 19-22, 2015.  Forms online now! 

Deb 

    

   

Deb Volz, SW District Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator 
228 Hwy Street, Carson, IA 51525-2001; (H) 712-484-3487; (C) 402-669-3683;   debvolz@frontier.com   
 
 

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEES – Pat Curtis, Chairperson

For this issue, I’m having my fellow Nominations Committee members write something about themselves.  Please 

feel free to call any one of the three of us to volunteer as District Officers!  It’s fun and rewarding!  Thanks. 

Pat Curtis, 1 Oak Knoll Road, Red Oak, Iowa 51566, 712-623-6307, patswett7@gmail.com  
 

Hello, I’m Kathy Twigg from Guthrie Center First United Methodist Church.  This is my 4th year serving on the Nomination 
Committee.  I enjoyed talking on the phone with a lot of you and meeting you at meetings. Doug and I have 3 children, 2 
sons who are in our family funeral business and a daughter who lives in Florida (we enjoyed 6 weeks with them in Jan & 
Feb.)  We have five wonderful grandchildren.  I enjoy crafting, quilting, making purses, reading. I’m a Homestead helper at 
our nursing home.   Doug and I also take care of my mother who is 93.   
 

Kathy Twigg, 107 N. 9th St., Guthrie Center 50115-1414, 641-332-2460, kdtwigg@netins.net 
 

Good morning!  What a wonderful day the Lord has made!  I’m Donna Clark from the Villisca United Methodist Church 
and this is my first year on the District Nominations Committee.  I have been widowed for 10 years, have 3 children, 7 
grandchildren, & 5 great grandchildren.  Two of my children live close & the other lives in Alexandra, Virginia.  My son and I 
have a plumbing business which I’m trying to retire from. 
 Currently, I’m Chairman of our Villisca UMW, teach an exercise class, and also volunteer at the local nursing home. 
The district Nominations Committee is looking for (and needing) ladies in your church or group who would enjoy being a 
District Officer.  I have found this to be very rewarding, and get plenty of help from the other officers.  If you, or someone 
you know is interested, you can get in touch with me and I will be more than happy to visit with them. Have a blessed day! 
  

Donna Clark, 3094 265th St, Villisca, Iowa 50864, 712.826.5132 home or 712.621.3487 cell; djclark@myfmtc.com 
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Social Action Coordinators – Cherie Miner 

Respond to the call of the prophets! 
 

“Thus says the LORD: Do justice and righteousness, and deliver from the hand of the oppressor him who has been 
robbed. And do no wrong or violence to the resident alien, the fatherless, and the widow, nor shed innocent blood 
in this place.”  (Jeremiah 22:3 ESV) 
 
 As I write this (March 18), I’ve just received another Action Alert from our United Methodist Advocacy 
Team at the Statehouse in Des Moines, asking for action on Senate File 425. This bill would eliminate age 
restrictions on children under 14 handling hand guns with parental supervision, eliminate what is in effect, 
Iowa’s three-day waiting period, legalize the use of silencers on guns and would loosen the requirements for 
obtaining concealed carry weapons permits. 
 The current law restricts child possession of a pistol except for those 14 years old and up. SF 425 has no 
exceptions.  A 2014 study by John M. Leventhal, Julie R. Gaither and Robert Sege, (Pediatrics, January 27, 2014)  
indicated that annually 7,000 children are injured requiring a hospital visit and another 3,000 children die from 
handguns each year in the U.S.  As Methodists, we strive to live out the call of the prophets as in the text from 
Jeremiah above. Our 2012-16 Book of Resolutions, Resolution 3426 on Gun Violence, says:  “We call upon the 

church to affirm its faith through vigorous efforts to curb and eliminate gun violence.”    
 SF 425 would dismantle current common sense gun laws in Iowa and repeal Iowa's longstanding handgun 
permit-to-purchase requirement. Without this requirement, only people who buy handguns at licensed gun 
dealers would undergo a background check, and any other handgun sale such as at a flea market or over the 
internet would require no background checks. 
 Please contact your State Senator to express opposition to Senate File 425.  
Additionally, please continue to express your concerns for: 

 Adequate funding for Iowa’s schools (4% Allowable Growth or more). If our children are a priority, the 
budget should reflect it.  

 Mental health services in southern Iowa.  Governor Branstad unilaterally closed the Clarinda and Mount 
Pleasant Mental Health Institutes, further overloading the remaining facilities. It was difficult to locate 
beds for those in need before; it has since gotten worse. Let your legislators know they need to oppose 
the Governor’s action.  

 Human trafficking . Legislators have addressed the reality of this practice here in Iowa with multiple bills 
to help protect victims and educate Iowans to help identify and stop it.  

Lift up your prayers on these issues, and if you feel called, your voices as well. Jesus called us to look out for all 
our brothers and sisters, and speaking up is part of that mission. It’s part of our United Methodist DNA as well. 
 
Cherie Miner, 1129 S Avenue, Elliott, 51532, 712-767-2741 (home), 712-370-5068 (cell), 

minadams@netins.net. 

 

 

Elsewhere in this issue you will see the brochure for this year’s Mission u at Iowa Valley 

Community College in Marshalltown.  The geographical study will be Latin America:  People 
and Faith.  The Social Issue study will again be The Church and People with Disabilities.  

Spiritual Growth will study Created for Happiness:  Understanding Your Life in God.  We hope 

you can send someone from your unit.  Remember, the district offers a partial scholarship 

for two new attendees.  Copy and sharethe brochure, then register!  Contact Nora Biegler, 

the Registrar, nbiegler@cableone.net, 712-260-2818, for the registration form.  Study guides are available 

at www.umwmissionresources.org.  See you there July 19 – 22 OR October 16 - 18! 

mailto:minadams@netins.net
mailto:nbiegler@cableone.net
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Treasurers – Helen Pollock 
 

Greetings!  Isn’t it great to be enjoying spring after our cold winter?  Tom and I enjoyed an RV trip to South Carolina in 
February. Although it was colder than normal there, it was generally warmer than Iowa.   

 I want to share with you the final report for Southwest District UMW for 2014.  In all I sent $82,069.37 

directly from you to the Iowa Conference!  Sometimes if you feel like your dimes and dollars don’t mean much, think 
again – together we accomplish great things!  
 Below is the computer report for more detail.  In our case “Church” is the UMW District. The top 5 lines are the 

5 categories that qualify for 5-Star Unit recognition.  They along with the next 3 lines are UNDESIGNATED giving – our 

national UMW decides where that money can be best spent.  Lines 308-321 are DESIGNATED giving.  You decided to 

specifically support 

those projects with 

your dollars.    

I hope this helps 

everyone understand 

that every project, 

every offering, every 

penny goes to help 

women and children 

here in Iowa and 

around the world. 

If you have questions 

or concerns, please 

feel free to contact 

me.  Thank you for 

serving Christ through 

UMW! Helen  

Helen Pollock, 

34167 Rains Ave, 

Malvern 51551-

4105; (Home) 712-

624-9161; (Cell) 

712-370-5999; 

helenp2@wildblue.net. 

mailto:helenp2@wildblue.net

