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John 7:38  “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” (NKJV) 
 

 As I write this, I am still unpacking and getting back to normal after the great experiences we shared at Mission 

U.  My mother attended many Schools Of Christian Mission- -(now Mission U), and she raved on and on about her 

experiences --the fellowship, friendships, and learning she received. She was right!   I love seeing friends, not only from 

our own district, but also from other districts.  If you did not attend this summer’s Mission U, give yourself a wonderful 

gift and register for the fall sessions, October 16th -18th in Marshalltown! 
 

 I want to thank the Modale, Irwin, Anita and Northboro units for hosting the T.E.A.M. meetings. It was a great 

sharing time for all that attended.  I think the small group gatherings are such as great event.  
 

 The weather has been hot and humid at times, yet I find beautiful blooming flowers and vegetables flourishing.  

I know that some units do not meet in the summer and some skip the bitter cold months. My unit skips July and August 

and I am ready for the activities to return in the fall. That includes several UMW District and Conference meetings and 

activities.  
 

 First, the Southwest District UMW annual meeting will be held at Salem UMC on Thursday, September 17th  and 

we hope to see you there. Then, every 8 years our district is fortunate to host the Conference Annual UMW meeting, 

and this year it will be held at Broadway Council Bluffs on Saturday, October 10th.   Let’s have a good representation 

for our Conference meeting from our southwest district! 

 

 We hope you are planning on attending. Fall Mission u October 16th-18th at Marshalltown, and our District 

Mission Study will be held at Atlantic UMC on October 24th.  Our leader on Latin America:  People and Faith will be Judy 

Kading of Greenfield.   She taught at Mission u, and does a great job, having visited Latin America many times.  
 

 Please consider treating yourself to wonderful friendships by becoming a district officer. You will get a chance 

to meet the wonderful women in the Southwest District and you will receive so much more that you could ever imagine. 

Remember to mark the dates of activities to be held in our district, including our district meeting at Salem UMC (Hwy 

92 as you drive west approaching Council Bluffs) and the IA Conference UMW meeting at Broadway UMC.  Part of the 

district annual meeting is the election of our new 2016 officers.  It is also the day we celebrate our 2014 victories and 

look forward to new elections and ideas. 

 

I look forward to seeing you all at Southwest District Annual Day, Iowa Conference Annual Meeting, and Mission Study. 
 

Sheri 

Sheri Watson, Southwest District President 

21832 Covena Circle, Council Bluffs, IA, 51503-3910  ;        712-322-7356;  sdw0518@aol.com 
 

 

PURPOSE - - The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose 

is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative, suppor- 

tive fellowship, and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. 

August 2015 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – from Sheri Watson 

mailto:sdw0518@aol.com
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Secretary/Communications Coordinator – Judy Marnin 

District Officers receive training from the Conference officers before Mission u.  This year my training was from Conference 

Secretary Becky Heeren and Conference Communications Coordinator Kathy Pettinger.  What lovely, bright, and talented 

young ladies!  We are blessed to have them on our United Methodist Women’s team! 

 One of my principal duties as your district secretary is to keep an accurate record of your local officers.  Every 

October we ask you again who your officers are for 2016.  I appreciate receiving a timely report from all of you!  Look in 

your President’s packet (to be handed out at Annual Meeting on Sept. 17) for the form.  I especially need correct addresses 

and any email addresses you can share!   This ties in with my job as Communications Coordinator, as those names and 

addresses become the mailing list for the Airwaves!  My goal is to have every single copy reach its intended recipient! 
  

Judy Marnin, 52635 770th Street, Anita, 50020; (H) 712-762-4415; (C) 712-249-3557; jjmarnin@midlands.net 

 
Program Resources – Sandra Welch 

 
 

I would like to thank the many units who have submitted 
their Reading Program Reports.  So good to have so many 
women, youth and a few men enjoy our interesting 
books. So.....which unit will receive the coveted award 
for the most readers  this year?  You'll just have to come 
to the Annual UMW District Meeting on Thursday, 
September 17th at Salem UMC in Council Bluffs to find 
 out! 
 Be sure to bring back any of the books you 
checked out from the Lending Library so that others can 
enjoy them, too. The new 2016 books will be available to 
purchase, as well as the Mission Study books, Prayer 
Calendars, and the yearly Program Books. 
  

To view the list of the new 2016 Reading Program books 
go to www.umwmissionresources.org  
I am happy that the book I Am Malala is offered in the 
Leadership Development category.   
 Some other  interesting titles are The Soda Bottle 
School, a children & youth book; and one on mental 
health:  Crazy by Linda Vigen Phillips.    
 

Read        Share a good book       Learn        Think         
  Pray            Act 

God's Blessings to each one of you valuable women. 

 

Sandy 

 Sandy Welch,  518 N. 17th St., Denison, IA 51442-1513; 712-263-3212; vrfarm@msn.com 
 

Education and Interpretation – Margot Young 
 
 John 15: 5, “(God) I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, then you will produce 

much fruit.”     Thank you all for sending in your units Mission Today and Mission Study reports.  I heard from 49 units. 

The certificates will be given out at our Annual Day meeting September 17, at Salem United Methodist Church in Council 

Bluffs. Your new report sheets will be in the president’s packet given out that day.   

  I am just back from Mission u! The studies were great and I learned a lot.  Please plan to attend Fall Mission u, 

October 16-18 in Marshalltown.  Southwest District Mission Study Day is in Atlantic on October 24. This will count as 

a District Mini-Mission Study on the 2015-2016 Mission Study report sheet. 

Margot 

Margot Young, 536 Vine Street, Carson 51525-4369, 712-484-3677, margotyoung@gmx.com 
  

 

 
   
  
 

  
 
 

 ►►►Save the Date! ►►► 
SW District UMW Mission Study Day 

Saturday, October 24, Atlantic UMC! 
       Registration 8:30am, Study  9:00 – 2:30 

Mission Study --  Latin America:  People and Faith 
More info in October Airwaves 

mailto:jjmarnin@midlands.net
http://www.umwmissionresources.org/
mailto:vrfarm@msn.com
mailto:margotyoung@gmx.com
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Membership Nurture and Outreach – Deb Volz        
 

I have just returned from Mission u in 
Marshalltown, Iowa.  I want to share my 
experience with you.   The theme was 
“Seeking Justice and Joy—For All.”   From 
arrival at 1 pm on Sunday to leaving at 3 
pm on Wednesday, we were busy with 
District Officer Training, Spiritual Growth, 

and other challenges for our church.   
 Our Spiritual Growth study was “Created for 
Happiness: Understanding Your Life in God.”  John Wesley 
preached and taught about happiness and his brother wrote 
hymns about happiness.  The happiness they sought was 
happiness in God.   
The challenging discussion I participated in dwelled on how our 
churches can be more inviting for those with disabilities and 

how our churches can create awareness of disabilities that 
exist. 
 “Change a Child’s Story” is a goal that the Iowa 
United Methodist Church has: to give one million books and 
to read for one million hours to children who otherwise may 
not be read to over the next two years. To support this effort, 
Carson UMC has been going to Riverside Elementary School for 
the past two years assisting with the children’s reading 
program.  The excitement and rewards of this effort are great.  
Please consider doing your part to support this effort.    
 Plan to attend SW District meeting at Salem UMC in 
Council Bluffs to hear what is happening with SW District 
Membership!  In Iowa we have 17,114 members in UMW!  
What a difference we are making here in the state of Iowa. 

 Deb

Deb Volz,  228 Hwy Street, Carson, IA 51525-2001; (H) 712-484-3487; (C) 402-669-3683;   debvolz@frontier.com 

 

Nominations Committee – Pat Curtis, Chairperson 

 Summer is moving along very quickly!  The nominations committee is working to complete the slate of nominations for 2016.  We 
would like to take a moment to thank outgoing President Sheri Watson for her dedication and service as District Treasurer and 
President in our Southwest District; Kathy Twigg on the Nominations Committee, and two Mission Coordinators:  Deb Volz as 

Membership Nurture and Outreach, and Sandra Welch as Program Resources coordinator. Thanks, ladies! 

 Continuing their responsibilities are Judy Marnin, Secretary/ Communications Coordinator; Helen Pollock, Treasurer; Mission 
Coordinators Carol Rogers, Spiritual Growth; Margot Young, Education and Interpretation; Cherie Miner, Social Action; and Pat Curtis and 
Donna Clark on the Nominations Committee.  We look forward to seeing you at the Annual meeting on September 17th at the Salem 
United Methodist Church at Council Bluffs.
               

Pat Curtis, 1 Oak Knoll Road, Red Oak 51566-1755, 712-623-6307, patswett7@gmail.com 
  

Spiritual Growth – Carol Rogers 

 
“I will lift up my eyes to the hills--from whence comes my help?  My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and 
earth.” Psalm 121:1-2 
Yes, this is the verse for July which we have just finished.  But it has been especially helpful this month. As most of you 
know, I lost my wonderful husband on June 30th.  The Lord has been so helpful to me during this time.  I am very confident 
that Frank is with Jesus right now watching over me.  It is very comforting.  I have also been comforted by each of the many 
units that sent sympathy greetings.  It is just wonderful to know that there are so many of you praying for me and thinking 
of me as I go through this season of my life.  Thank you so much.  
 

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.” Psalm 100:1 
 

I have just attended mission u in Marshalltown and the spiritual growth lesson is Created for Happiness.  It was a very good 
study.   One of the many parts of the study is how John Wesley taught people that singing hymns was a great way to be filled 
with happiness.  He and his brother, Charles, wrote many hymns so that people could learn the truths and promises God gave us in the 
Bible. Think about that as you sing in church this month.  What words are written for you?  How can you learn some new things that 
God is trying to get across to you?    Blessings to you during these hot days! 

Carol 

Carol Rogers, 604 West Temple, Lenox 50851-1502, 641-333-4391, carogers12@yahoo.com 
 

mailto:debvolz@frontier.com
mailto:patswett7@gmail.com
mailto:carogers12@yahoo.com
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“SEEKING JUSTICE AND JOY . . . for  ALL!” 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE  

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT ANNUAL MEETING  

ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH  

at SALEM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

(2 miles east of Council Bluffs on Highway 92) 

14955 Somerset Ave., Council Bluffs, IA 51503-5823  

Coffee and gathering at 8:30a.m.    *****  Meeting at 9:30a.m. 

Let’s celebrate our successes and learn how we can change and grow!  

Our speaker will be Iowa Conference President Rita Vallery. 
Come for our annual business meeting, installation of officers, local officer 

training, presenting of annual awards, worship, and fellowship! 
Be sure to pick up your President’s packet!  Everything you need for next year! 

 
 

Remember your gifts for Bidwell, Shesler Hall, and Hawthorn Hill: 
Offerings such as love, grow, pennies, Campbell soup labels, paper towels, toilet paper, trash bags, powdered 
laundry detergent, Lysol spray, toiletries, shampoo, women’s and children’s underwear and socks are greatly 
needed.  Your Mission Giving changes lives! 
 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Reservations for lunch @$7.00 per person are due by September 11 to 
Carol Stark, 16893 State Orchard Road, Council Bluffs, IA  51503, 712-322-0539 

 
Name of unit:  ______________________Number of lunches:  _______   Total: ___________ 
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 SOUTHWEST IOWA DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN OFFICERS 

NOMINATIONS TO SERVE IN 2016 
 
 
 

 ►►►►►►  
  
 
 
 

President    Vice-President   Nominations Committee 
Irene Dodder     Sharlee Owens   Sheri Watson  
216 Cloverdale Drive  1514 210th St   21832 Covena Circle 
Council Bluffs, IA  51503-1507 Red Oak, IA 51566-4425  Council Bluffs, IA 51503-3910 
712-328-3206   712-623-2056   712-322-7356 
idodder01@cox.net        sdw0518@aol.com 
 

MISSION COORDINATORS 
Membership Nurture and Outreach   Secretary of Program Resources 
Kathy Twigg       _________________________ 
107 North Ninth Street     _________________________ 
Guthrie Center, IA  50115-1414    _________________________ 
641-332-2460      _________________________ 
kdtwigg@netins.net      _________________________ 
 
  SOUTHWEST IOWA DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN OFFICERS 

NOT SCHEDULED FOR RE-ELECTION IN 2016 
 

Secretary/Communications Coordinator    Treasurer 
Judy Marnin  Year 4     Helen Pollock Year 3 
52635 770th Street, Anita 50020-8938   34167 Rains Ave., Malvern 51551-4105 
712-762-4415 (h); 712-249-3557 (c)   712-624-9161 
jjmarnin@midlands.net     helenp2@wildblue.net 
 

Education and Interpretation    Spiritual Growth     Social Action 
Margot Young Year 2     Carol Rogers Year 2    Cherie Miner Year 2 
536 Vine Street      604 West Temple     1129 South Avenue 
Carson, IA  51525-4369     Lenox, IA  50851-1502    Elliott, IA  51532-5057 
712-484-3677      641-333-4391     712-767-2741 
margotyoung@gmx.com     carogers12@yahoo.com    minadams@netins.net 
                                                                       

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE 
Patricia Curtis           Year 3    Donna Clark  Year 2 
1 Oak Knoll Road      3094 265th Street 
Red Oak, Iowa 51566- 1755    Villisca, IA  50864-7092 
712-623-6307      712-826-5132 (h); 621-3487 (cell) 
patswett7@gmail.com     djclark@myemtc.com 
 
Ballot signed by current Nominations Committee: 
 

Pat Curtis, Chair    Pat Curtis   Kathy Twigg   Kathy Twigg   Donna Clark      Donna Clark 

  

 

This ballot will be voted upon at our Annual meeting in 
Council Bluffs.  We are always looking for women who are 
willing to serve as District Officers.  Please contact Pat 
Curtis, Kathy Twigg, or Donna Clark if you or someone you 
know would like to serve.  Thanks for your help! 
 

 

mailto:idodder01@cox.net
mailto:sdw0518@aol.com
mailto:kdtwigg@netins.net
mailto:jjmarnin@midlands.net
mailto:helenp2@wildblue.net
mailto:margotyoung@gmx.com
mailto:carogers12@yahoo.com
mailto:minadams@netins.net
mailto:patswett7@gmail.com
mailto:djclark@myemtc.com


Pg. 6      August  2015  

 
Southwest Airwaves  

 

 

Treasurer – Helen Pollock 
 

 Hot Summer Greetings to all Treasurers! 

Thank you to the 37 of you that sent in your pledge amounts for 2016.  We use those 

numbers to help determine the district pledge to the state, so your response helps 

considerably!   

I hope you will attend the officer’s training on September 17th at Salem.  If you can’t come, could you 

please make arrangements with someone else from your unit or a nearby unit to pick up your 

treasurer’s packet.  We do not have a budget for mailing these, so picking them up is your best option.   

My only other reminder is that you need to send in a remittance form with every check.  Even if it is 

just a quarter of your yearly pledge to missions, I still have to have paperwork.   

Thanks for all you do to help improve the lives of others by serving in UMW! 

       Helen 

Helen Pollock, 34167 Rains Avenue, Malvern 51551-4105; 712-624-9161; helenp2@wildblue.net 
 
 

Social Action – Cherie Miner 

Greetings, All.   As I prepare to leave for the National Seminar in Chicago, I want to relay the latest news from Carol Barton, 

our national UMW staff person for immigration and civil rights. She writes:

 "This is news we've been waiting for, praying for. It is the 

result of much action and commitment by so many! ‘Judge 

Dolly M. Gee of Federal District Court for the Central 

District of California found that two detention centers in 

Texas that the administration opened last summer fail 

to meet minimum legal requirements of the 1997 

settlement for facilities housing children.' She has 

given the Obama administration until August 3 to submit a 

plan for carrying out the order. 'This decision confirms that 

the mass detention of refugee children and their mothers 

violates U.S. law,' said Elora Mukherjee, a law professor 

at Columbia University who with her students has 

represented women at the Texas detention centers. 

'Prolonging their detention even a single day in light of this 

decision would be illegal.'....'I think this spells the 

beginning of the end for the Obama administration’s 

immigrant family detention policy,'  Mr. Schey, the 

president of the human rights center, said Friday. 'A 

policy that just targets mothers with children is not 

rational and it’s inhumane.'  

 

Today we celebrate a huge victory along the way, yet our 

work is not done. We need to monitor compliance and  

--urge the Obama administration not to appeal, but to 

release families  

--not release families through expedited deportation, but 

rather, with full due process and right of appeal of 

deportation orders  

--not impose high bonds and GPS monitoring as terms of 

release, which further criminalize refugee families  

--continue to work for an end to all detention and just 

immigration policy." 

 

I hope to return from the Seminar with much more information about how we can be more effective advocates for social 

change on issues such as this.  Prayers for safe travels and deep learning are appreciated! Cherie 

Cherie Miner, 1129 South Avenue, Elliott, 51532-5051, 712-767-2724, minadams@netins.net 

 

mailto:helenp2@wildblue.net
mailto:minadams@netins.net
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United Methodist Women 

Conference Annual Meeting 

October 10, 2015 
 

Broadway United Methodist Church 

11 S. 1
st
 Street 

Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503 
 

Keynote speakers: 

Colleen McRoberts on Domestic Violence 

April Palma on JFON 
 

Bring a children’s book to donate to JFON Clinics 

 

Coffee and Registration:  9 am 

Meeting begins: 9:30 am 

Choice between 4 Breakouts after lunch 

Closing worship: 2:30pm 

 

Lunch: $7.00/person 

Registrations due October 2, 2015 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Send lunch reservations and money to:      Sue Griswold 

        11 S. 1
st
 Street 

        Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503 

Name of Unit: ____________________  

 

Names of persons: __________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Is child care needed? ________ If yes, number and ages of kids: ___________ 

 

Number for lunch: ___________        Amount enclosed: ______________ 
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        _____________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Websites to remember:  United Methodist Women:  www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 

         Mission Resources:  www.umwmissionresources.org or 800-305-9857 
                                               Iowa Conference site: www.iaumc.org/umw 
         UMW email messages—Register at www.umwonline.net  to receive news from national directors. 

 

 

Upcoming  Southwest District and Iowa Conference Events and Deadlines 
  
September 17 Southwest District Annual Meeting, Salem UMC-Council Bluffs 
October 10  Iowa Conference Annual Meeting, Council Bluffs Broadway UMC 
October 16-18 Fall Mission u, Iowa Valley Conference Center, Marshalltown 
October 24  Southwest District Mission Study Day, Atlantic 
October 31  List of 2016 Local Unit Officers to Secretary Judy Marnin 
December 1  Last remittance to Treasurer Helen Pollock for 2015 credit 
June 24-25, 2016 North Central Quadrennial, Grand Rapids, Michigan 
  

PLEASE SHARE 
NEWSLETTER 

ARTICLES 
WITH 

ALL OFFICERS 
AND 

MEMBERS! 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://www.umwmissionresources.org/
http://www.iaumc.org/umw
http://www.umwonline.net/

