
Disaster Preparedness 

April 9, 2011, severe storms pelted 

the northwest part of Iowa. Almost 

immediately United Methodist leaders 

mobilized to help with clean up ef-

forts.  

In the midst of tragedy, volunteers 

have observed smiles on the faces of 

victims as they find keepsake pic-

tures in the rubble of the storm. 

Sarah Stevens, the Field Outreach 

Minister serving in the Northwest Dis-

trict of the Iowa Conference, worked 

with her colleague Bernie Colorado, 

the District Superintendent, to contact 

pastors in the communities hardest 

hit by tornadoes. 

She wrote, “Catie and John Newman, 

our Northwest District Disaster Re-

sponse Coordinators, have been 

hard at work since the first storm hit 

and have been helping to keep us 

and our brothers and sisters through-

out the conference aware of what is 

needed and how we can help. “ 

Trish Burket, the Disaster Response 

Coordinator for the Iowa Conference, 

recently released a Conference Dis-

aster Plan to train individuals, 

churches, and district and conference 

leaders to create their own disaster 

response plans.  

The Iowa Board of Global Ministries 

receives apportioned funds for the 

work of the Standing Committee on 

Disaster Preparedness and Re-

sponse. Thank you for your support. 

Stories of Connectional Giving 
www.iaumc.org/tyn 
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