
Scouting Ministries Respond to 

Tornado’s Destruction 

The Little Sioux Scout Ranch in the 

Loess Hills area of western Iowa was 

struck by an EF-3 tornado on June 

11, 2008, devastating the camp-

grounds where 93 youths, ages 14 to 

18, and 25 adults were engaged in a 

weeklong leadership-training event. 

Four teenagers died, and 40 others 

were injured. 

The tragedy brought responses from 

scouting ministries elsewhere in The 

United Methodist Church, an exam-

ple of the support of our connection. 

"Our prayers are with the families of 

these young scouts who are now suf-

fering the loss of loved ones," said 

Larry Coppock, national director of 

scouting ministries for the Commis-

sion on United Methodist Men. “The 

12th point of the Scout Law is 'A 

scout is reverent.' Now is the time to 

pray for God's healing power for 

these families as well as the Boy 

Scout staff and volunteer leaders in 

the camp and local council." 

The United Methodist Publishing 

House dispatched 125 copies of the 

Boy Scout edition of the devotional 

book Strength for Service to God and 

Country to Iowa for distribution to 

every Scout, staff member and leader 

present at the Little Sioux ranch. The 

district Boy Scouts liaison facilitated 

the distribution to ensure delivery. 

Stories of Connectional Giving 
www.iaumc.org/tyn 
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