
Simpson College 

Paula Cripps-Vallejo serves as the 

Associate Pastor at the United Meth-

odist Church in Storm Lake. She 

wrote to her congregation about the 

experience of becoming a pastor:  

“I was discerning God’s call in my life 

my senior year of college. I had felt 

called to serve God as a public 

school teacher with a focus in teach-

ing kids with special needs and Eng-

lish Language Learners. But I was 

also feeling called to serve God in full

-time ministry.”  

She spoke to her two campus pas-

tors at the college, who provided ini-

tial encouragement along with many 

others. After years of study, prepara-

tion, and service Paula completed 

her ordination as an elder in  the 

United Methodist Church in 2010. 

Paula’ training as a leader began at 

Simpson College, an independent, 

selective, church-related, compre-

hensive liberal arts college dedicated 

to excellence in higher education. 

The college draws upon its relation-

ship with the United Methodist 

Church to guide them on issues of 

personal integrity, moral responsibil-

ity, social justice, and global citizen-

ship.  

A gift from apportionments each year 

keeps Simpson College and the 

United Methodist churches of Iowa 

connected as partners in ministry. 

Learn more at www.simpson.edu. 

Stories of Connectional Giving 
www.iaumc.org/tyn 
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