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Terry Montgomery is new Conference Treasurer
Terry Montgomery began as the 
new Treasurer and Director of 
Administrative Services for the 
Iowa Annual Conference on 
January 27, succeeding former 
Treasurer Todd Weber who 
resigned in October of last year 
to accept employment outside 
the Conference.
“It’s great to be here,” 
Montgomery said.
Montgomery completed the 
Younkers Executive Training 
Program immediately out of 
graduate school at Drake. After 
a few years he was running the 
Finance Group for Younkers and 
became Vice President at age 26, 
later moving to Alabama to run 
Financial Planning for the entire 
corporation of Saks, Inc. 
“It was a wonderful place, a 
wonderful team to work with,” 
he said.
Chief Financial Officer for 
the Science Center of Iowa is 
another position he’s held, which 
included overseeing the $60 
million capital project that built 
the new center in just south of 
downtown Des Moines.
“I think that’s a wonderful 
project,” said Montgomery.
The Honey Creek project on 
Lake Rathbun in southern Iowa 
is another venture he’s been 
involved in. 

For the last five or so years 
Montgomery was with Kum and 
Go in West Des Moines.
“I think this is a great 
opportunity, that after five years 
of being so profit-focused again, 
it’s really exciting to be back in 
a mission-based organization,” 
he said. “Because I found that 
I missed that, from my time at 
the Science Center, the Zoo and 
even working on Honey Creek.”
Montgomery is excited about his 
new role with the Conference.
“That’s why this is a phenomenal 
opportunity to bring strategic 
planning, financial governance, 
to very good things,” said 
Montgomery. “From a mission 
standpoint, there’s a lot that this 

organization does and there’s a 
lot more we’re hoping to do.”
Montgomery and his family are 
originally from Iowa. He and his 
wife have an 11-year-old daughter 
and an eight-year-old son. 
“They keep us hopping quite a 
bit,” he said.
Montgomery coaches his 
daughter’s soccer team and is a 
Cub Scout leader.
“My time with my family is very 
special,” he said. “And we try to 
keep it as special as possible.”

Montgomery and his wife 
conduct marriage preparation 
with couples in their parish. 
Preparing couples for matrimony 
is something he takes seriously 
and finds very rewarding.
What attracted him to the Iowa 
Annual Conference?
“It’s really an opportunity 
to make a difference,” said 
Montgomery. “I’ve had a journey 

going through things.”
His journey has included 
projects that have improved the 
quality of life for the community, 
in addition to having been very 
profit-driven.
“This is completely opposite of 
that,” Montgomery said. 
“I know I have talents in strategic 
planning, financial management, 
budgeting that are very, very 
strong,” he continued. “I’ve seen 
it work, I know it will work.”
“With the Iowa Conference 
here,” said Montgomery. “As we 
make it work, we’re going to do 
great things in our mission for a 
lot of people.”
Often in the financial world you 
look at dollars and percentages, 
he said, with two-percent this 
five-percent this or that.
“This is an incredible 
opportunity that two-percent 
improvement or a two-percent 
find, or even a half a percentage 
point find is going to be (affect) a 
lot of people,” Montgomery said. 
“It’s going to make lives better for 
a lot of people.” 
“I love worlds where it’s not about 
the spreadsheet, it’s not about the 
print out,” said Montgomery. “I 
will know that those numbers 
are people, and improving 
people’s lives. And that is very, 
very exciting.”

Terry Montgomery “I love worlds where it’s 
not about the spreadsheet, 
it’s not about the print out,” 
said Montgomery. “I will 
know that those numbers 
are people, and improving 
people’s lives. And that is 
very, very exciting.”



School for Ministry
Registration is now open for the 2014 Iowa 
School for Ministry. “Our Creative Call” 2014 
Iowa United Methodist School will be held 
April 22-25.
This year’s School will take place at a new 
location, Honey Creek Resort State Park in 
Moravia on Lake Rathbun, and organizers say 
participants should be ready for a completely 

different School for Ministry experience.
Resources for the event 
tout a School for Ministry 
reimagined. 
There will be the opportunity 
to fully combine continuing 

education with relaxation and renewal, first 
and foremost through the new lakeside 
location and a more relaxed schedule, allowing 
time for things like walking, boating, biking, 
fishing, a visit to the spa or a visit with friends.  
Options for lodging include a wide range of 
choices, from a standard room, to a 4-bedroom 
cabin, to a place for your own RV. There will 
also be an outdoor lakeside barbeque.  
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 “The earliest Methodist, including John and Charles Wesley 
encouraged one another in the Christian faith.  William Morgan, a 
friend of the Wesley’s, began to visit prisoners as part of his regular 
spiritual discipline.  He soon invited the group to join him in 
visiting Castle Prison in Oxford.  John and Charles were so moved 
by this initial experience, they committed to visit the prison weekly,” 

(Wesley Study Bible).  Visiting prisons and providing ministry with prisoners became a part 
of the Wesley’s ministry as a work of mercy and a mission priority. 
Have you prayed the prayer, “Lord, make me an instrument”?  It is not my desire, nor is it 
to God’s glory, that Christians be overwhelmed by so much need or burn out serving in 20 
different areas of ministry.  United Methodists have a heart for missions and this has been 
true for a very long time.
As the winter begins to give way to spring, take some time to ask God to use you in a 
mission area that can bless you, as you are a blessing to others.  Prison ministries is just one 
example of a ministry that can draw you closer to the heart of God, while stretching you 
out of your comfort zone.  Women at the Well United Methodist Church could not exist 
without a vision for ministry inside the jail that connects with the church outside the jail.
Vision has sometimes been defined as a mental picture of the way we want things to be, 
a preferred future.  Vision needs venture and mission often leads to adventure.   “It is not 
enough to stare up the steps, we must step up the stairs,” (Vaclav Havel).
Talk to some friends and church members. Decide what is your next step to become part of 
your spiritual disciplines.  The Wesley brothers chose prison visits as one.  For me, focusing 
on saving lives through Imagine No Malaria and praying for and promoting immigration 
reform energizes my passion for mercy and justice.

   Be encouraged and fully rely on God, 
 
   Bishop Julius Calvin Trimble

Be Encouraged…
 I was in prison and you visited me....

Matthew 25:35-36......
 I was hungry and you fed me,
 I was thirsty and you gave me a drink,
 I was homeless and you gave me a room,
 I was shivering and you gave me clothes,
 I was sick and you stopped to visit,
 I was in prison and you came to me.  The Message (MSG)

Bishop Julius Calvin 
Trimble

Continued to page 3
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My wife and I and our three adult children 
spend Christmas vacation together in Chicago 
and Ohio. We have family and friends in both 
places. Our time together is precious because 
as young adults our children have busy lives, 
lots of friends and jobs that only give them 
limited time for us all to be together. We always 
have lively conversations, lots of hugs, and 
sometimes disagreements. We are family, and 
while the oldest is now 32 I can still remember 
the day he was born. Like many families, we 
always say “I love you” when speaking our 
departing words as we go our separate ways.

There is no “I love you, but…”  for us, it is 
“I love you” unqualified, unashamedly, as 
long as we have breath and beyond.  I have 
heard parents of gay children say this as a 
way to share with this Bishop their joy in the 
assurance of God’s love for their children and 
their disappointment and ofttimes anguish, 
that their family experiences a “qualified 
welcome and love” by the church they call 
their spiritual community. The good news of 
hope for me is that God’s love is so strong, 
and these parents and family members are so 
unflinching in their love and support for their 
loved ones, that only good can come from 
their steadfastness.

When I first came to Iowa a mother of a young 
adult son, living out west, shared with me a 
bit of her story.  “I love my church…and my 
son loves this church. He was baptized here 
and confirmed here and everybody knows 
and loves him because this is his church. He 

is gay and right now is not attending a United 
Methodist Church, not attending any church 
because, he doesn’t feel welcome.”

I know there are plenty of folks who love the 
Lord with all their heart and many pastors 
and Bishops, full of grace and love, share 
opposing views about our own people seeking 
to be true to our understanding of faithful 
witness.  In response to my pastoral letter 
following the last Council of Bishops meeting 
and the performance of marriage ceremonies 
prohibited by our Book of Discipline, one 
person wrote me saying it appears, in my 
pastoral letter, that I want to be neutral. I 
am humbled by the fact that I am a Bishop 
fully reliant on God trying to be faithful and 
available to God’s leading in my life. The Bible 
and the Book of Discipline are both clear about 
an unqualified welcome and love for all people, 
which means everybody who reads this article 
and those who stopped at the first line.

I believe the reign of God is not dependent 
upon our understanding of the  Bible or being 
well-versed in our understanding of biblical 
obedience.  God existed before the Bible and 
is revealed in and through the Bible that tells 
many stories, including the one of love coming 
down at Christmas. 

So what does it mean to speak of love and 
diversity in a big diverse family like ours?

Every church I have served has been diverse.   
The first was mostly working class and poor. 

The second was mostly retired military and 
most of the members were white. The third 
was in an historic African American city 
church with a few white members. The fourth 
was a suburban church that had experienced 
racial transition. One sermon I preached was 
entitled, “Is Your Mind Made Up?”  I asked all 
the left-handed people to stand.  There was 
a time when being left-handed was cause for 
persecution or at best a qualified welcome.  
The sermon was an attempt to get people to 
be aware that everybody is not the same but 
should be loved the same. Like every church 
I served, the Iowa Annual Conference has 
persons of all ages and sexual orientations. 
This is a fact because we are a big family.

The mother whose son is not now in Iowa 
complimented me on my sermon that made 
several references to God’s love for all of us.  
“What about our church,” she asked.  “What 
about you, Bishop?”  In my house there are 
several scripture verses on the wall, including, 
“As for me and my house we will serve the 
Lord.”

To love God means, for me, to love all of 
God’s people.  This love does not come with a 
qualifying “but…”

I love you…period!

Be Encouraged,

Bishop Julius Calvin Trimble

“I Love You…Period!”Be Encouraged…

School for Ministry
Continued from page 2

Participants are encouraged to nurture their creative side in keeping 
with the theme of, “Our Creative Calling.”  
Previous School for Ministry faculty Garrison Doles passed away in 
December after a short illness and those associated with the School 
for Ministry are asked to keep his wife and professional partner Jan 
Richardson in prayer. 
Faculty for the 2014 School will be artist in ministry Doyle Burbank-
Williams (doyle-arts.com/gallery.html).  

In addition, a number of workshops will be offered by Iowa 
Conference ministers on such things as art, yoga, music, creative 
writing, dance and using technology in worship.  
More information is available on the School’s website 
(iowaschoolforministry.org). Complete details on available lodging 
can be found by clicking the “2014 FAQ’s and Information” link.   
Information on Honey Creek Resort is available at honeycreekresort.
com. Lodging must be reserved by calling Honey Creek Resort 
directly (877-677-3344). Special room rates are available until March 
10, and Early Bird registration rates are available until March 24. 
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Iowa Annual Conference helps 25 churches communicate with websites

United Methodist Communications hosts Communicators’ Conference ‘14

The Iowa Annual Conference is sponsoring 
websites for 25 of its churches in an effort 
to support communication where the need 
exists.

The Conference had been talking with 
its web hosting company about creating 
websites and/or website templates that could 
be offered to Iowa Conference churches that 
wanted or needed websites from June 2012, 
said Rev. Dr. Art McClanahan, director of 
Communications for the Conference.

“We wanted to offer options for churches that 
didn’t have staff or volunteers who could do 
creation or easily handle content posting,” Dr. 
McClanahan said. 

United Methodist Communications Manager 
for Training & Technology Patrick W. Shownes, 
had been working on a denomination-wide 
program that involved offering websites to 
congregations when Dr. McClanahan talked 
with him at a training event in 2013.

“The idea for a conference partnership for 
the web hosting product was something that 
came out of a conversation between Art and 
I back in January of 2013,” Shownes said. “I 
had shared with him the ideas and plans that 
UMCom had to begin offering a web hosting 
product. During our conversation he asked 
if there would be a partnership option for 
conferences to purchase sites at a discounted 
rate to distribute to their churches that may 
need an incentive to start or rebuild their 
website. 

“I offered to be a test group for making 
websites available to a number of 
congregations in Iowa,” said Dr. 
McClanahan. “Eventually it worked out that 
we purchased a block of 25 sites.”

Shownes created some instructional videos 
for the WordPress platform that he chose to 

work with and created a number of templates, 
and Dr. McClanahan invited the Iowa 
Superintendents to suggest congregations that 
might benefit from a free website.

“This idea grew legs and took off,” Shownes 
said.  

Shownes lauded Dr. McClanahan and the 
Iowa Conference at a recent communicators 
conference presented by umcom in Nashville, 
praising the forward thinking and enthusiasm 
in moving forward so effectively with the 
pilot.

“The partnerships really highlight the 
connection where the local church is receiving 
resources from the General Agency via the 
Conference,” he said.

Things quickly moved from providing a site 
for one year to a longer two-year sponsorship, 
said Dr. McClanahan. The thought was that 
if the website was important enough to a 
congregation then after two years each would 
take full financial responsibility.

Enter the new Iowa Conference Web and 
Social Media Manager Jehan Bostick, and 
training and support was added to the mix.

“Having a website is a way of communicating 
with people,” Bostick said. “It’s the church’s 
telephone in the virtual world.”

“Through these websites you have a way of 
reaching out to other church members,” she 
said. “A way of sharing a story, and a way for 
people to contact you.”

Bostick works with each church in the group 
receiving sponsored websites to determine the 
congregation’s needs and desires.

“Each individual church has unique needs, 
not determined by size or demographics,” 
she said.

Bostick walks each congregation through the 
process of registering its domain name and 
getting set up, as well as continuing to provide 
support once things are up and running.

“I facilitate learning,” said Bostick. “And I 
encourage them to get a volunteer to help that 
is tech-savvy.”

Bostick is excited about her ministry of 
helping churches in the Iowa Conference 
to communicate, especially bringing people 
along in their comfort level with technology.

“I love to teach and I love to train people 
on how something really cool works,” said 
Bostick. 

This often entails being patient when 
coaxing someone out of their comfort zone. 
But it’s important to do so, said Bostick, to 
enable them to be viable communicators in 
today’s world.

“Through these websites that line of contact 
stays open, said Bostick. “It’s important that 
the line of contact stays open.”

This is true no matter the subject matter, she 
said.

“Those little moments could have huge 
importance,” said Bostick.

See two examples of church websites that have 
been created by the communications initiative 
below.

Denison First United Methodist 
Church 
http://denisonfirstumc.org/

Grace United Methodist 
Church Glenwood 
http://glenwood-umc.org/

Nashville, Tenn.: United Methodist Communications hosted 50 
communicators from 30 annual conferences on January 27-29 for 
“Communicators’ Conference ’14: Learn. Grow. Lead.”

The conference was an intensive three-day learning event aimed at 
equipping communications professionals with tools and resources 
to aid them in their work, as well as to conduct a variety of training 
courses for church leaders in their areas.

Continued to page 12



The Second Sunday 
of March is Builder’s 
Sunday in the Iowa 
Annual Conference
United Methodist Builders is a program in which Conference churches 
are supported by member churches in capital expenditures that benefit 
the church’s community, specifically meeting the Conference mission 
of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Two churches are selected each year to receive the Builder’s Call, one in 
the spring, and one in the fall.

The recipient of the 2013 Fall Builder’s Call was the New Hartford 
United Methodist Church.

A fellowship hall with handicapped access seemed at first to be out 
of reach for the small church community that found itself sharing its 
pastor with the Parkersburg UMC after the 2008 floods and tornado. 

Builder’s Call made the difference in New Hartford UMC realizing the 
impossible and better still, doing so without going into debt.

A 72 ft. x 38 ft. addition was attached to the west side of the church, 
and the existing area was remodeled, both allowing for more efficient 
use of space.

The New Hartford UMC congregation has long considered itself the hub 
of the community, taking part in many local mission opportunities. The 
new addition will allow the church to perform even more outreach. 

Being a Builder’s Call recipient enabled New Hartford UMC to, in 
the church community’s own words, share God’s grace and love with 
others.

View a video telling the personal story of New Hartford UMC’s 
experience with Builder’s Call:

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HnKlV-omw5s
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Lay Leaders and Pastors:
One of the most effective ways we can support the mission 
of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world in and through our churches is with the Iowa United 
Methodist Builders. Twice a year, in the spring and fall, two 
selected churches receive financial support from Builders and 
supporting congregations all across Iowa for the building of 
new facilities, additions to existing facilities, major remodeling, 
new parsonages or land purchases. 

The second Sunday in March is identified as “Builder’s 
Sunday”, but a congregation may choose to designate any 
Sunday that works best for them. It is a time to emphasize the 
continuing effectiveness of this ministry, and to enroll new 
members who support it. To help you tell the story, United 
Methodist Builders brochures/enrollment forms, bulletin 
inserts, videos of churches receiving “Builder’s Calls” and other 
resources can be found on the Conference web-site (www.
iaumc.org → Resources → Builder’s Call). 

Those who sign up to be a Builder will receive two “Builder’s 
Calls” letters each year, one in the spring and one in the fall, 
each for a particular church. Currently approximately 3,200 
Builders representing 135+ local churches contribute $50, $75, 
$100 or some other amount to each call, raising $30,000-40,000 
for each Builder’s Call local church. 

We know that you will want to be part of this critical effort 
to support new and established churches in our Conference, 
reaching out to their communities. Take some time within your 
church to talk about United Methodist Builders. Distribute 
the resources. Urge members in your church to join. Suggest 
that you church may want to become a “Builder’s Church” by 
promoting “Builder’s Sunday”, and maybe receiving a special 
offering. Give your people an opportunity to give in this 
meaningful way.

Great things have happened through United Methodist 
Builders in the past 30 years and will in the years to come, but it 
all depends on you, your church, and your members. THANK 
YOU for your interest, partnership and support of our Iowa 
United Methodist churches, through the United Methodist 
Builders.
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AntiCipAtion
Rev. Paul Burrow, pastor of Fairview UMC, Rippey UMC and Perry 
First UMC, wrote this blog from his experience on the “HOLY LAND 
CLASSIC 2014. pilgrimage, which ran from January 30 to February 8 
and was led by Bishop Julius and Racelder Trimble. Thank you to Rev. 
Burrow for his hard work in creating and providing the blog, and thank 
you to Rev. Burrow and Laura Martin for sharing their photos from the 
pilgrimage. 

I woke up this morning with the old song from the radio going through 
my mind.  And, I decided that this probably meant it was time to start 
my blogging experience about my trip to the Holy Land.  For those 
who might read this, I must admit that I have never read anyone else’s 
blog – not even the Bishop’s – so, if I break some unstated rule(s), please 
forgive me.  

I have traveled abroad many times before.  As a former Spanish teacher, 
I accompanied students on trips to Spain and France, Mexico, and 
Peru.  I have traveled with family to the United Kingdom, Canada, and 
the Soviet Union.  I am not an inexperienced traveler.  However, I have 
laughed at myself more than once about how excited I am to travel to 
the Holy Land.  

This is an experience that I never thought I would have.  Going to the 
Holy Land was on my bucket list, but it was not at the top of it.  However, 
in May of 2013, the Bishop met with those of us who were about to take 
a major step on our ordination path and urged us to go with him on this 
trip.  My initial reaction was – “Bishop, I don’t need this kind of hard 

sell.  And, I’m not going to 
be guilted into this trip.”  
My attitude changed 
dramatically, though, 
when he pointed out that 
as a new ordinand I could 
get $1000 of the price 
of the trip, and my wife 
could get $800 off.  On the 

way back home we decided to be part of the trip.  That kind of a deal 
doesn’t come along everyday.

So, this Fall has been one of anticipation.  I have had my Kindle read 
me a history of ancient Israel.  And, I am presently having it work 
through a history of modern Israel.  Since I am also going to Jordan and 
Egypt after the official trip is over, I’ve also worked my way through 31 
different dynasties of ancient Egyptian rulers.  But, things became very 
real when we had our orientation meeting with Racelder and the Bishop 
at the episcopal residence in Norwalk. [Note that Racelder comes first 
because she is our bus captain and organizer for our group.]  

Some quick facts – 
•	 There	are	37	of	us	going	to	Israel.		I	am	only	acquainted	with	perhaps	

a dozen of the folks that will be going on the trip.  

•	 We	leave	Thursday	January	30	from	Des	Moines.		Most	of	the	group	
will be flying to Charlotte, then to Philadelphia, and then on to Tel 
Aviv.  My wife, Nancy, and I have a more direct connection.  We’ll 
go first to Newark, and then on to Tel Aviv.

•	 The	rest	of	the	group	will	return	February	8.		However,	my	wife	and	
I will continue on to Jordan and then to Egypt.  

•	 The	 weather	 has	 not	 been	 cooperative	 in	 the	 planning	 stages.		
Racelder and the Bishop had to have a second orientation session 
because many folks were not able to make it through the ice for the 
first session.  

 Some quick observations – 
•	 It	fascinates	me	that	we	have	been	told	to	just	bring	dollars.	 	On	

previous trips, part of the fun has been getting accustomed to the 
foreign country’s currency.

•	 Each	of	the	clergy	(and	I	am	clergy)	has	been	asked	to	give	a	homily	
at different points that we will be visiting.  I’m looking forward to 
the thoughts from the other clergy.  I have been assigned the Pool 
of Bethesda – and when I went to check out what pool that was, I 

Holy Land Blog
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REFLECtionS
Today was a travel day returning from Petra to Amman with no 
visits planned.  Originally, we were supposed to leave Petra and 
head to the Red Sea area in the Sinai where we would meet up with 
another group that would be traveling to Egypt.  However, about a 
month before we left for the Holy Land the State Department issued 
a warning for U.S. travelers about traveling in this region because 
there had been some violence there.  Educational Opportunities 
(EO) wisely rerouted us back to Amman and booked us a flight 
to Cairo.  I was pleased that there was no difference in price – and 
I’m pretty sure EO took a bit of a hit financially on the changes.  
However, I have been impressed with how EO has treated us and 
has made things work even under difficult circumstances at times.  
And, no, I am not a paid spokesperson.  Truth is simply truth. 

At any rate, with no visits to talk about today, I thought I would share 
some reflections that have been turning over in my mind as we’ve been 
traveling through the Holy Land.  These are in no particular order, so 
I apologize if I jump from one subject to another.

•	 Safety – This was a concern as we began the trip.  However, 
in Israel I felt very safe and did not worry about my safety as 
we toured different parts of the country.  The same is true of 
Jordan.  On our first day in Jordan, our guide informed us that 
Jordan is the most peaceful country in the Middle East.  While 
there may be a couple Arabian countries that I’m not thinking 
of, I must say that I agree with him.  I have not been concerned 
with my safety in Jordan.  Having said that, we will be traveling 
to Egypt.  And, safety is again coming into my mind.  Egypt has 
been torn with strife recently and, even as we have been in the 
Middle East, we have seen reports of some sporadic violence in 
Egypt.  I will let you know about our experience as it continues 
to develop.

•	 Value – Was this trip worth the while and worth the expense?  
This is an unqualified yes.  There were times that I personally 
would have lingered much longer at certain sites like Masada, 
Caesarea Maritima, and Masada (I am a former history 
teacher), over all I have been very happy with the value that I 
have received from this experience.  No trip can happen without 
some hiccups along the way.  But, I have been very pleased with 
the return on our investment thus far.

•	 new insights – I have 
shared some of my 
insights in this blog 
already, but I will 
attempt to pull them 
together here.  First, I 
was quite surprised at 
how close the towns 
were near the Sea of 
Galilee.  They had 
to be close for Jesus to have 
walked from one to another.  
But when you see just how 
close they are in person, it truly 
brings that fact home.  Second, 
I was also impressed with how 
ancient borders played a role 
in Jesus’ ministry.  The Jordan 
River was a definite border.  
Beyond the Jordan almost 
always meant Gentiles and 
foreigners.  Jesus did venture beyond the Jordan, but the border 
played an important role for him.  Third, modern borders tend 
to get in the way of our thinking.  I had thought that when we 
came to Jordan we would be viewing more secular historical 
spots because we were no longer in Israel.  Again and again, I 
was surprised to find very important sites (mostly from the Old 
Testament) that are in Jordan.  

•	 Hospitality – I had always heard that the Middle East was 
famous for its hospitality and this impression has been 
sustained.  Sometimes, hospitality can go too far – as when 
our guide, Mike, in Israel was passing out some bananas on 
the bus.  My wife cannot have bananas because they conflict 
with a medication she takes.  Therefore, she politely refused.  
Mike would have none of that.  “In the Middle East you must 
accept the hospitality that is offered to you.”  So, my wife took 
the banana and I ate two.  In general, though, we have been 
gracefully received and welcomed.  It has been a pleasure 
traveling here.
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Rev. Burrow’s blog 
is available in its 
entirety on the 
Conference website, 
accessible through 
the QR code at left. 
Rev. Burrow’s photos 
that accompanied his 
Holy Land blog posts 
are available as well 
through the bottom 
QR code at left.



The Ministry Cabinet is “the 
primary leadership team of 
the Iowa Annual Conference,” 
consisting of the bishop, 
assistants to the bishop, district 
superintendents, field outreach 
ministers, leadership development 
ministers, the conference treasurer, 
the director of communications, 
the director of the office of pastoral 
care, and the conference lay leader. 
They provide the organizational 
support for United Methodist 
churches to fulfill their mission 
to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the 
world. The group last met on 
January 9th to work on its key 
tasks, according to the Rules of 
Order, II.B, of visioning casting 
and implementation, strategic 
planning, resource sharing, and 
communication with annual 
conference leadership and 
members.

In a spirit of worshipful work, 
they reviewed the Healthy Church 
Initiative process. Scott Hibben, 
the leadership development 
minister for evangelism and new 
ministry, outlined the process 
steps, which feature continuous 
learning communities that 
practice an action/reflection 
model of discernment. In 
response, the Ministry Cabinet 
has made a covenant together 
to read Phil Maynard’s book, 
“Shift,” in preparation for their 
spring meeting. They will discuss 
important changes that must be 
made for the Church to be both 
faithful and fruitful to God’s 
calling in the years ahead. Follow 
up will include applying the 
principles they have studied in 
their work - in much the same 
way that local churches do who 
participant in the Healthy Church 
Initiative. 

Bill Poland, the assistant to 
the bishop for administration, 
guided conversation in the 
next portion of the meeting. 
He asked for district teams to 
summarize their goals for 2014 
and then invited all participants 
to gather in small groups 
around shared areas of focus. 
The Southeast and Southwest 
District teams, for example, 
talked with Art McClanahan. 
They discussed initiatives to 
share progress on engagement 
with the conference’s strategic 
priorities to empower both new 
and established communities 
of faith, nurture lay and clergy 
leadership, and align conference 
resources to these ends. Each 
meeting of the Ministry Cabinet 
will provide time for support and 
accountability of all leaders on 
these priorities.

As we move toward June, 
members of the Annual 
Conference can expect a progress 
report on the goals outlined in 
the strategic priorities that were 
enacted last summer. We invite 
your questions and observations 
about our ongoing efforts 
together. Please join us as we 
continue to pray for the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance and blessing 
on all of our ministry in local 
churches, mission outposts, and 
conference leadership for the 
sake of Jesus Christ.

Ministry Cabinet continues work on Strategic Priorities
By phil Carver, Field outreach Minister, SE District 
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Ministry Cabinet Commitment
A significant commitment was made on the part of the Ministry 
Cabinet on January 9 to be a part of the Healthy Church Initiative 
(HCI).

The focus of the HCI is the mission of the Church and Annual 
Conference, specifically the local church existing to “bring people to 
Jesus and to disciple people in Jesus” (C.S. Lewis). 

“Since 2011 we have had over 160 churches involved in one form or 
another in the Healthy Church Initiative,” said Rev. Scott Hibben, 
Leadership Development Minister for Evangelism and New Ministry.

Seventeen churches have gone through consultations for the initiative 
and almost 20 more are scheduled for them in 2014, Rev. Hibben said.

“So we’re gaining significant traction by the congregations under the 
Healthy Church Initiative umbrella,” he said.

“We kind of felt that it would be a good thing for the Ministry 
Cabinet to live out exactly what we’re asking of our local churches,” 
said Rev. Hibben. 

“To be a continuous learning community, to begin to do an action-
reflection-accountability model,” he said. “And so we’re taking the step 
forward of through each of our upcoming Ministry Cabinet meetings 
to be reading one of the books, to engage in one of the themes that 
our churches are doing through HCI and to begin to live that out 

ourselves by learning together, beginning to develop action steps and 
holding ourselves accountable to, how we will we live that out?”   

The Ministry Cabinet is comprised of the eight District 
Superintendents, the District Field Outreach Ministers and a number 
of other members of Conference leadership, totaling roughly 25 
people involved in making this commitment.

Reading the book, Shift, is the next step the Ministry Cabinet will take 
in the HCI process.

The subtitle of the book is “Helping Congregations Back Into the 
Game of Effective Ministry.” 

The author does a good job of looking at some of the significant shifts 
that retaking place in local churches, said Rev. Hibben, specifically 
congregations that are becoming healthy and vital.

“We thought it would be a good idea to use this resource for ourselves 
as we work with other congregations.” 

Districts are being asked in the process to identify goals around the 
strategic priorities that are unique to their respective District. This 
will likewise apply to the Ministry Cabinet.

Cabinet members will hold themselves accountable in support and 
accountability in the coming months, said Rev. Hibben. 

After finishing the book the Ministry Cabinet will evaluate its next 
steps at its May meeting. 

Rev. Bill Poland, assistant to the 
bishop for Administration, addressed 
the Ministry Cabinet.
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Camp Hope - This is a program for youth from age 8-12 years who 
have, or have had, a family member who’s been incarcerated.  Camp 
Hope allows youth to come and not only have some fun, but also some 
time and space to know God more and to find healing and hope in 
a safe place with the help of a compassionate and caring staff. This 
summer the program will provide 60 youth with scholarships to come 
to this event for free of charge, and it will be held at both 
Wesley Woods Camp and Retreat Center and Pictured 
Rocks Camp and Retreat Center. We have individuals 
who have a strong passion for this ministry and are ready 
to come and share with your church about Camp Hope. 

iA CAMp CHALLEnGE 2014 - We had great success last year 
with churches that were winners across all eight districts. Again this 
year we are challenging each church to share with as many youth as 
possible about the wonderful impact that UMC Camp can have. Our 
goal for the 2014 IA CAMP Challenge is to award 2 winners per district, 
one for the highest percentage increase over the year prior, and one for 
the highest actual numbers increase over the year prior. 
Winners will receive a free afternoon at one of our camps 
with the activity of their choice along with a fun Camp 
Meal. Don’t hesitate to contact one of your Iowa UMC 
team members for resources or information.

Camp Contact websites: www.iaumc.org/camps 

Lake Okoboji Camp and Retreat Center near Spirit Lake, info@
okobojicamp.com; 

Pictured Rocks Camp and Retreat Center near Monticello, 
PicturedRocks.Camp@iaumc.org; 

Wesley Woods Camp and Retreat Center near Indianola, WesleyWoods.
Camp@iaumc.org

on-line Catalog and Registration:  

national UMC CEF Conference 2014 registration is open - The 
National UMC Christian Educator’s Fellowship Conference, “May the 
Circle Be Unbroken” will be held Oct 17-20 in Nashville,TN. National 
UMC Christian Educator’s Fellowship members save an additional $100 
off registration. This is a great educational opportunity 
for anyone in ministry offerng some of the best speakers 
and break-out sessions for Christian Education 
related topics. The Iowa UMC CEF organization has 
opportunities for scholarships for those who have never 
attended.   

For more information contact Rev. David Hobbs  
david.hobbs@iaumc.org, 515.974.8913

“A little bit about 
a lot of things” 
Iowa United Methodist Camp and Retreat Center Update

On December 9, Bishop Trimble hosted a gathering of persons 
who are engaged in ministries in urban areas of the Iowa Annual 
Conference.  Anne Bacon of Bidwell-Riverside Center-Des Moines, 
Rev. Clint Twedt-Ball of Matthew 25 Hub-Cedar Rapids, Rev. Nate 
Nims of First United Methodist Church-Waterloo, Rev. Brian Carter, 
former pastor (now retired) of Epworth-Des Moines, and Rev. Barb 
Dinnen of Trinity-Las Americas UMCs-Des Moines were invited 
to share about the challenges and opportunities of their ministry 
settings.  Also present were Dick Braley, Chair of the Conference 
Connectional Ministries Council Planning and Research Committee; 
Rev. Bill Poland, Assistant to the Bishop for Administration; Rev. 
Karen Dungan, Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries; 
Rev. Scott Hibben, Leadership Development Minister for Evangelism 
and New Ministry Development; and Dr. Art McClanahan, Director 
of Communications.  Rev. Christian Coon, one of the pastors of 
Urban Village in Chicago, joined the meeting via conference call for 
a portion of the summit.  The day was spent sharing information and 
stories that demonstrate both the challenges of and opportunities 
created by being in ministry in urban settings.  

One challenge is that urban areas are becoming increasingly poor, 
so any effective ministry requires engagement with issues that create 
or result from living in poverty: lack of sufficient nutrition; poor 
health and limited access to health care; poor school achievement; 
reduced opportunities for children and families; mental illness; low 
wages.  The state of Iowa has an average poverty rate of 9%, but the 
urban areas of Iowa have an average poverty rate of 12.9%.  Also, 
the urban populations are migrating out from the city centers to the 
areas surrounding them, so the issues associated with poverty are 
spreading out into the surrounding communities. 

A second challenge is related: persons who do not live with poverty 
have a limited understanding of it.  Information from the Iowa Policy 
Project reveals that in our state, a single mother of two can receive 
assistance for basic needs (food, shelter, clothing, education, health 
care and child care) if she earns less than $12/hour.  Once she reaches 
that wage, she will lose access to programs that have helped her stay 
in the work force full-time, feed and house her children, and enable 
her to receive assistance in furthering her own education.  For this 
mother’s wages to meet basic needs for herself and her children, she 
would have to find and qualify for a job that pays $20/hour.

Another challenge is that often our United Methodist congregations 
do not mirror the makeup of the neighborhoods or communities 
in which they are located.  United Methodists in Iowa are older, on 
average, than Iowans overall, and we are less racially diverse than the 
population of Iowa.  In addition, many congregations are comprised 
of people who drive into the neighborhood to attend church but who 
do not live there. 

 Perhaps the greatest challenge, though, is that we seem to have lost 

Urban Summit addresses 
poverty, relationships

Continued to page 10
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Beverly Nolte of the Iowa Nigeria 
Partnership recently talked about 
the sea container that transports 
mission gifts from Iowa to Nigeria. 
A day will be set aside in March 
for people to come and load the 
container in Pleasant Hill.

“The journey of the sea container 
starts in the local church where 
the women prepare kits that they 
decide that they’re going to do, it 
may go to Church World Service, 
it may go to Nigeria.”

The kits are then taken to 
the Ingathering sites in the 
Conference.

“We have trucks that go and 
collect the kits for Nigeria,” said 
Nolte.

The trucks go next to a storage 
space in Pleasant Hill, east of 
Des Moines. 

Supporters of the Iowa Nigeria 
Partnership continue collecting 
things likes robes, Bibles, 
hymnals, beds, examination 
tables and medical supplies in 
addition to the kits.

“These are sent to Nigeria, loaded 
on a day in the first week of 
March,” Nolte said. “We need a lot 
of help on that particular day to 

load over 100 boxes, plus all this 
other stuff that we have.”

The sea container, which is 
purchased, arrives overseas in 
roughly six weeks. 

“It goes through Customs and we 
have a person that takes care of 
that paperwork for us, bless his 
heart,” Nolte said. 

The container is then loaded on a 
truck and taken to Jalingo.

“So that when we arrive with our 
Iowa team the first part of June, 
the first day that we’re there, we 
unload that sea container,” said 
Nolte. “And then we start the 
distribution process of where 
these things should go.”

Representatives of the hospital 
and the eye clinic come and 
take their supplies, books are 
distributed to the high school 
and to the seminary and the 

kits are distributed to the three 
Annual Conferences. Medical 
clinic goes to whichever clinic is 
being supported on a given trip. 
Sometimes the Iowa Nigeria team 
drops things off to the recipient 
clinic.

“So it gets distributed and 
sometimes as we go around the 
church area in Nigeria then we 
takes things with us and drop 
them off,” said Nolte.

“This year we have a lot of medical 
equipment because we’ve had two 
Iowa Churches that had money 
sent to build clinics,” she said. “So 
we want to get them equipped.”

“This year we need a lot of help 
because we have two storage 
units, and we have one of them 
totally filled, and one at least half 
filled,” she continued. “So we’re 
going to send a 40-foot and a 
20-foot container, the same day, 
so we’re going to need a lot of 

helpers that day.”

The projected load date for the sea 
container this year was March 5. 

“We probably will start at nine 
with our first one, and then 
probably at one with our second 
one,” Nolte said.

People were asked to come and 
help as long as they were able 
during the day.

“This is really important for 
the Nigerian church to help the 
ministry there with all the supplies 
and things that we bring to help 
the different programs,” said 
Nolte. “Like the literacy program 
and the schools and the clinics. It’s 
all very helpful.”

“So, this journey takes a long time, 
it does get to Nigeria,” said Nolte. 
“A lot of people have helped unload 
that sea container, including 
Bishop Trimble, on his birthday.” 

“We can tell the Iowa people that, 
yes, their kits do get where they 
want then to go, we’ve seen it with 
our own eyes,” Nolte said. “So 
that’s very important.”   

For more information on the 
Iowa Nigeria Partnership, contact 
Beverly Nolte at beverlynolte@
gmail.com or 515.266.4186

Summit Meeting will continue to discuss urban and rural issues
Continued from page 9

Call to help load sea container for Nigeria

the skill of building relationships with people we don’t already know—
and being in ministry requires the skill, time, vulnerability and attention 
that is essential to building meaningful, life-changing relationships with 
others.

All of these challenges create opportunities that can be met by 
congregations willing to invest time in learning about their neighbors 
and communities—investment that can change the lives of others and 
deepen the discipleship of those involved in the ministry.  The willingness 
to fill an “opportunity gap” can make it possible for congregations, and the 
persons whom they are reaching/assisting, to dream again, to envision 
a life/world where something different and better is possible and work 
toward that vision.  One participant asked, “What would happen in our 
state if every United Methodist congregation committed to helping the 

children in our communities improve their reading proficiency?  We 
could make a huge difference that would change their lives, and ours, for 
the better, couldn’t we?”

The gathering ended with a commitment to continue the conversation.  
As a “next step”, Bishop Trimble has committed to hosting a conversation 
in 2014 on urban and rural issues.  In addition, Rev. Coon encouraged 
us to participate in a conference on Urban Renewal (details yet to be 
determined) that will be jointly planned and sponsored by Urban 
Village (Chicago, IL), Church of the Resurrection (Leawood, KS) and 
The Gathering (St. Louis, MO), which will be held in Kansas City, MO 
in May of 2014.  Those who are interested in either of these events are 
encouraged to contact Rev. Bill Poland, Assistant to the Bishop for 
Administration, at bill.poland@iaumc.org. 
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Milford named Chief Content Officer and Book Editor

Conference Youth: Save the Date - Strike Out Malaria June 7-8

The Reverend Brian K. Milford has been elected 
as the Chief Content Officer & Book Editor of The 
United Methodist Church.  He will begin his new 
responsibilities on July 1, 2014.

Neil Alexander, President and Publisher of the 
United Methodist Publishing House, announced the 
election by the Board’s Executive Committee saying, 
“A treasured part of United Methodist heritage is the 
importance of quality literature – from scholarly to 
broadly popular.  From the wide-ranging reading and prolific writings 
of John Wesley to today’s Common English Bible, along with crucial 
teaching, preaching and worship resources, publications have always 
been at the heart of the life, work and witness of the people called 
Methodists. Brian Milford brings appreciation for that heritage, a 
critical mind, deep theological moorings and a pastor’s heart to lead 
our editorial ministry for the next decade.”

As Chief Content Officer/UMC Book Editor Milford will 
oversee and direct the editorial development for Abingdon Press, 
Cokesbury, Common English Bible and other imprints of the 
UMPH publishing program that includes books, periodicals, Bible 
reference products, dated and undated teaching and learning 
curriculum, music products and church resources and supplies.  
The UMPH editorial department also directs development of 
official UMC resources including The Book of Discipline, The 
United Methodist Hymnal and other approved resources, and 
serves as the production unit for the Daily Christian Advocate.

Upon election, Rev. Milford said, “I am excited to join the team at 
Abingdon Press and Cokesbury who are dedicated to providing the 

highest quality resources to help people know God through Jesus 
Christ, love God, and choose to serve God and neighbor. I am 
honored to join the long line of Book Editors and thrilled to work 
with the excellent authors and staff who bring the Good News of 
Christ to bear upon the considerable challenges we all face. As UMC 
Book Editor, I will strive to remain faithful to the Gospel and the 
Wesleyan tradition.”

Reverend Milford is currently Dean of the Appointive Cabinet in 
the Iowa Annual Conference.  He has served Emmanuel UMC in 
Granger, Iowa, Methodist Churches in Greytown and Featherston 
New Zealand and Lovely Lane UMC in Cedar Rapids.  He has 
chaired jurisdictional and conference task groups, been a delegate 
to the last two General Conferences, and was the head of the 
Iowa Delegation in 2012.   He will continue to maintain his Iowa 
Conference membership as an Elder and serve this Appointment 
Beyond the Local Church with the United Methodist Publishing 
House in Nashville, Tennessee.  He received his Master of Divinity 
degree from the Divinity School at Duke University and his B.A./
B.S. in Business Administration and Sociology from Iowa State 
University.

About Milford’s new role, Bishop Julius Trimble said, “Brian 
has demonstrated exceptional leadership in Iowa and across the 
Church. Imaginative, innovative and deeply rooted in Wesleyan 
theology Brian has exemplified what a servant leader as missional 
strategist can accomplish. A team leader who is well respected by 
laity and clergy, this superb communicator, writer and preacher 
will make a big difference in the life of the Church. I am pleased 
that he is taking on this unique role at an important time for the 
church and the publishing house.”

The energy of the Holy Spirit is always 
tangible and inspiring when young Christians 
get together. All United Methodist Youth and 
sponsors across the state are invited to come 
together at Principal Park in Des Moines to 
Strike Out Malaria June 7-8. The event will 
be an overnight in the park to celebrate the 
impact 6th-12th graders are having in ending 
Malaria in Africa through our Conference 
support of Imagine No Malaria.  

The event includes an I-Cubs baseball game, 
a Manic Drive concert, midnight worship 
and celebration with Bishop Trimble, all-
night games, before the Strike Out Malaria 
Youth March from Principal Park to Iowa 
UM Annual Conference Worship Center on 
Sunday morning to celebrate and to give all 
we have raised during Lent for Imagine No 
Malaria conference.

Supper and breakfast, Strike Out Malaria 
t-shirt, and donation to INM are included 
in the registration fee. The cost is $40 for 
early registration before May 19. After that, 
the registration will be $45. Registration 
information will be available after March 1 
on-line at our website www.inmiowa.org/
strikeout. 

During this spring and Lent, all youth are 
encouraged to focus on supporting Imagine 
No Malaria as our conference gets closer 
and closer to reaching its goal of $2 million 
by 2015. A great way for youth and adults 
to practice following Christ during Lent is 
to use the Giving From Abundance Lenten 
Calendar available for download at www.
inmiowa.org/lent  

The Strike Out Malaria planning team is 
working on ideas to provide depots for 
transporting youth and sponsors from 

different parts of the state for this event. We 
want to make getting to Strike Out Malaria as 
easy as possible. If your church has a bus or 
large van that you can offer to help with this 
important effort, please note that on your 
registration form for Strike Out Malaria. 
We will be getting in touch with you or you 
can message our website www.inmiowa.org/
strikeout with that information.

Rev. Brian K. 
Milford

An I-Cubs baseball game and an overnight at 
Principal  Park will be part of the fun at Strike Out 
Malaria. Conference youth are invited to invited to 
focus on supporting Imagine No Malaria this Lent, 
and attend Strike Out Malaria June 7-8.
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Iowa Annual Conference
2301 Rittenhouse Street

Des Moines, IA 50321-3101
515.283.1991

www.iaumc.org

Current Agenda
Friday, June 6:  
•	 Executive Clergy Session, First Church  
 UMC (downtown) 4 p.m.
Saturday, June 7:  
•	 Call to Order 9:30 a.m.
•	 Memorial Celebration 4 p.m.
Sunday, June 8:
•	 Ordering of Ministry 9 a.m.
•	 Retirement Celebration 4 p.m.
Monday:
•	 Morning Praise and Bible Study 8:45 a.m.
•	 Fixing of Appointments following 
 Morning Praise
•	 Adjournment at 4 p.m.
offerings:
•	 Justice for Our Neighbors
•	 Imagine No Malaria
•	 Nigeria Student Scholarships 
 (Morningside and Simpson)
•	 Diakonoi
•	 Bishop’s Discretionary Fund

2014 Iowa Annual 
Conference Session

“In the 21st Century, communications is much more than a support 
function,” said the Rev. Larry Hollon, chief executive of United 
Methodist Communications. “It is on the front line of mission 
and ministry, helping the Church to grow in its outreach and 
influence. In a communication-rich environment, we live our lives 
with communication tools affecting us in nearly everything we do. 
Communication shapes how the church and Christian faith are 
perceived not only internally among members, but also externally 
by those outside the church. Therefore, it is essential to utilize the 
skills of our professional communicators to strategically advance 
the mission of the Church to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.”

United Methodist Communications’ training staff shared 
presentation and learning methods to increase attendees’ 
instructional skills aimed at helping adults learn more effectively. 
A training curriculum to utilize in local churches was provided, 
including topics such as Communicating Your Faith in the 21st 
Century, Tools for Increasing Your Church’s Vitality, Rethink 
Church, Web Ministry and more.

Presenters also shared information about how The United 
Methodist Church is utilizing communications technology for 
development in mission settings beyond the U.S. and resources 
to aid them in raising awareness of the mission and ministries of 
the church among external audiences by communicating strategic 

messages through the press, social media and other multimedia 
platforms.

*The Iowa Annual Conference Communications ministry team 
attended the United Methodist Communications Conference. 
In addition to the training curriculum presented, Iowa 
Communicators heard the latest on the new Common English 
Bible and accompanying Bible study, the revamped Interpreter 
magazine, Korean United Methodist communications, Information 
& Communications Technologies for Development, social media 
and more.

United Methodist Communications hosts Communicators’ Conference ‘14
Continued from page 4

Iowa Conference Communications Ministry Team members Lisa Bourne, 
Jehan Bostick and Dr. Art McClanahan attended the Communicator’s 
Conference’14 in Nashville, TN in late January.


