
The Book of Discipline states that the Coordinator will coordinate the volunteer-
in-mission ministries of the annual conference in cooperation with the General 
Board of Global Ministries’ mission volunteers’ office and the jurisdictional 
volunteer-in-mission office. The coordinator will be responsible to: 
 

1. Match volunteers with mission opportunities; 
2. Be responsive to volunteers’ desire to serve; 
3. Train and mobilize volunteers for mission volunteer service; 
4. Disseminate information on what is happening in the area of short-term 

volunteer-in-mission programs. 
 

The Iowa Conference Coordinator, in conjunction with the District Coordinators 
and other members of the Standing Committee, provide information, 
encouragement and support for local church involvement in mission 
volunteering activities in the following ways: 

District Coordinator What We Do 

Primetimers offers educational and mission service experience for older adults. 
Exciting 5-10 day events offer opportunities for educational forums, cross-cultural 
exposure, faith-filled reflection, and greater exposure to the work of The United 
Methodist Church and the church universal. One of their goals is to serve the 
ministries of the UMC and its faith partners, creating informed interpreters of the 
mission and heritage of the UMC. They also strive to strengthen relationships of 
the local church with those with whom they are in mission, enabling interaction 
with grassroots efforts to address the needs of "the least of these."  
 
See more at: http://www.umcmission.org/Get-Involved/Volunteer-
Opportunities/Types-of-Volunteers/Primetimers/Primetimers  
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“…strengthen relationships 

of the local church with 

those with whom they are 

in mission” 

UM Volunteers in Mission 
Spring 2014 

 

Primetimers 

Please see What We Do on page 2 

VIM with Vitality 

http://www.umcmission.org/Get-Involved/Volunteer-Opportunities/Types-of-Volunteers/Primetimers/Primetimers
http://www.umcmission.org/Get-Involved/Volunteer-Opportunities/Types-of-Volunteers/Primetimers/Primetimers
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Ubuntu Journeys are unique, short-term mission service opportunities for United 
Methodist Women to interact with the world through mission partners. Ubuntu 
Journeys are about women of faith coming together though shared mission to 
address social issues and discover new ways of working together, supporting one 
another, and growing spiritually. United Methodist Women Ubuntu participants 
will expand their understanding of issues that impact the world and their 
community through mutual learning with women from other cultures. Each 
Ubuntu Journey connects women to women for a faith and mission opportunity 
that will: 
 

 Witness love and struggle; share challenges and opportunities. 
 Enhance cultural awareness; exchange ideas and skills. 
 Learn where the United Methodist Women’s Mission Giving goes to 

support more than 200 programs in 75 countries. 
 Understand daily life with Methodist and United Methodist, grassroots 

and ecumenical sisters around the world. 
 
Together with global sisters, United Methodist Women will share the human 
experience of worship, prayer, and spiritual reflection to engage in mission that 
will cultivate faith, hope, and love into action. 
 
Ubuntu Journeys 2015 
Cambodia, Cameroon, and Costa Rica will be the destinations for next year's 
Ubuntu mission trips. Dates, itineraries, and leader information will be available 
soon.  
 
Ubuntu Journeys 2014 teams are filled. 

 

 Provide Team Leader Training. 

 Assist local churches as they plan UMVIM trips by providing project lists, 
manuals, forms and other information. 

 Participate in District or other Leadership Training events if invited. 

 Promote use of the national mission volunteers’ project list. 

 Provide information about North Central Jurisdiction events. 

 Organize Iowa Conference Roundups. 

 Provide a Volunteers in Mission display at Annual Conference. 

 Maintain mission volunteering information on the Iowa Conference web 
site. 

 
Contact your District Coordinator for further information or assistance with 
regard to mission volunteering.  Contact information can be found on the back 
page. 

 

“Ubuntu Journeys are 

about women of faith 

coming together.” 

What We Do from page 1 

Ubuntu Journeys 
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We are indeed sad to report deaths in the ranks of mission volunteers.  
 
Denny Meyer, a long time VIMer, died on May 15, 2014, in Atlantic, Iowa. Denny and 
Alene served on the first organized VIM Committee in the conference. He was very 
active as they served the Council Bluffs District. Denny organized work teams within 
the district and spent many Fridays and Saturdays at the Carter Lake church. One of 
his favorite projects was the Blackfeet Indian Reservation in Montana, but he also 
enjoyed working in the Caribbean with Beverly Nolte-led teams. 
 
We have also recently learned of the deaths of Marlene and Jim Lierow. They were 
also long time VEMers. He and Denny Meyer enjoyed working together on projects. 

 

In Memoriam 

“…we filled every waking 

moment with work, fun, 

and connecting with the 

local Hondurans.” 

In January, a team from Iowa (7 from Bloomfield, 4 from Ottumwa) and Ohio went 
on a construction mission trip to Honduras. During our two-week stay in Subriana, 
Honduras, a small mountain village, we filled every waking moment with work, fun, 
and connecting with the local Hondurans.   
 
 

Honduran Mission Trip 2014 
By Clayton Eakins 

Our work tasks were numerous: painting the entire upper floor interior of a new parsonage and the exterior of the two-
story building; mixing concrete for a new sidewalk; and breaking big rocks into small rocks. We also built bunk beds for us 
and for future teams to use during their stay in the village. Perhaps one of the most rewarding parts of our work was 
rebuilding the city park. We had to clean up trash and broken glass from the park and work amidst the cows that made 
the park their home. We refurbished five swing sets, rebuilt seats for a teeter-totter, and installed new back boards for 
the basketball/soccer courts. The local children took part in several days of Vacation Bible School, learning Bible verses 
and making crafts. On the final day of VBS, close to 100 children were in the park playing games, laughing, swinging, and 
having their faces painted.  Everyone had a great time. 
 

 I also do a photo ministry, where all the team 
takes photos of local people. I print them off and 
give them out. That is a luxury they don’t have. We 
printed over 100 photos for kids, farmers, business 
people, and many other local people.  This was our 
fifth trip to Honduras, and we are counting down 
to January 16, 2015 for our next trip. 
 
 As always, we are looking for new team members 
to join us, spending time together serving God and 
our many Honduran brothers and sisters.  
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It was a sense of relief for twenty Iowan UMVIMs to 
board a flight to Atlanta and on to Belize after a winter 
of snow, sleet, ice, and below zero weather. From 
fourteen United Methodist Churches across Iowa, 
volunteers were loaded with painting equipment, 
Vacation Bible School materials, sewing and canning 
supplies, snacks and good humor. The final destination 
was Dangriga, a small community on the Caribbean 
Sea, about 3 hours bus ride from Belize City. Here the 
Methodist Church of the Caribbean and Americas is 
responsible for the upkeep of the elementary school.  
  
The priority on the team’s to do list was to repair a 
cement block perimeter wall surrounding the school 
and church property.  After blocks had been replaced,  
we painted the wall yellow and coral, which 
brightened up the entire area. A large “Noah’s Ark” 
mural was painted on the front of one building with 
coconut palms painted on pillars. Several painted 
animals peeked out of the ark which enthralled the 
school children.  
  
In the library, we made and installed new book 
shelves. We also painted the parsonage of the church 
and water cistern a bright turquoise color. 
  
During the school day, women and older children 
learned how to can a variety of fruit compotes, 
vegetables, and salsa. With two new sewing machines, 
classes for older students and local women were held 
for eight days of learning basic sewing, measuring, and 
cutting patterns, and then learning how to use the 
machines.  
  
Following the school day, we held Vacation Bible 
School with stories, music, and crafts for lower and 
upper elementary students. The children enjoyed their 
lesson time and were thrilled with handmade items to 
take home.  
  
It was with reluctance we journeyed back to Iowa with 
a 60 degree temperature drop but our bodies 
reflected a deep tan and our hearts were full of love 
from and for the people of Dangriga. 

Warmed by the Caribbean 

Sun and Loved by the 
Dangrigans 

By Beverly Nolte 

Iowa VIM Mexico 2014  

By Carole Liljedahl 

Ten United Methodists were on the Iowa Volunteers 
in Mission (VIM) work team to Rio Bravo, Mexico, 
January 13-23, 2014. Pastor Michael Druhl, from the 
Manchester UMC, once again led the team. Rio Bravo 
is located on the border of Mexico where the team 
worked with Manos Juntas (Hands Together), a 
ministry of the Methodist Church of Mexico, Advance 
#3020527. For more information contact myself or go 
to www.handstogethermexico.org.    
  
A variety of jobs needed to be done this year. The 
primary work was on a clinic and classrooms for a 
middle school at a large ‘colonia’ (neighborhood) on 
the outskirts of Rio Bravo. The foundation and block 
walls for the medical clinic were in place, and our 
team helped work with getting the trusses in place 
and metal sheeting up for the roof, stuccoing the 
inside and outside walls, and framing the clinic rooms, 
plus adding conduit and electricity.  
 
At the school, one classroom needed wall boarding 
put up on the ceiling, windows put in and bird 
blocking put up on the outside with each board 
needing to be measured and cut very carefully and 
painted. Other jobs were painting two rooms at the 
Red Cross building in Rio Bravo and putting up used 
cyclone fencing to keep sheep fenced in at a school 
for the deaf outside Rio Bravo. It is so interesting to 
see all the community projects that Manos Juntas is 
involved in. It was also exciting to see all the children 
attending the school each day. 
  
It is always a blessing to return to Rio Bravo and to 
visit again with our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
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The Individual Volunteer Program, sponsored by the General Board of Global 
Ministries, offers opportunities for individuals and couples to serve in mission from 
two months to two years in a variety of placement settings around the world. 
 
One placement site that is in need of a volunteer is the UBL - Universidad Biblica 
Latinomericana (The Latin American Biblical University) in San Jose, Costa Rica. The 
volunteer will provide administrative support in the Department of Development and 
Promotion. An important part of the responsibilities is to coordinate the logistics for 
mission and study groups. Some Spanish language proficiency would be preferred. 
The duration of this volunteer placement will be at least one year.  
 
To learn more about these placements as well as many more, please visit website 
www.umcmission.org/individualvolunteers.  Our next training and orientation will be 
in Flint, Michigan April 23-27, 2014. If you are being called to this important and vital 
ministry, please contact Malcolm Frazier at mfrazier@umcmission.org or call 212 
870-3659.  
 
Added Note: 
Judy Kading volunteered at UBL for up to three months the three years previous to 
this one. She can visit with anyone that is interested in learning more about it. You 
can contact her at judykading@yahoo.com. 
 
 

Individual Volunteer Opportunities 

“The Individual Volunteer 

Program offers 

opportunities for 

individuals and couples to 

serve in mission.” 

UMVIM NCJ Support 
Iowa Conference Support 
For many years the Iowa Conference, through the Board 
of Global Ministries and its Volunteers in Mission 
Standing Committee, has provided financial support for 
the United Methodist Volunteers in Mission of the 
North Central Jurisdiction. For the last several years the 
support has been three cents per Iowa Conference 
member, which amounts to over $5,000 per year.  
 
The Iowa Conference Board of Global Ministries has 
drastically scaled back the amount of apportionments 
received by the Volunteers in Mission Standing 
Committee, effectively removing any apportionment 
funding for UMVIM-NCJ. To help mitigate the loss of 
conference funding, churches and individuals can send 
money to the conference treasurer, earmarked for 
UMVIM-NCJ Advance #901375 or to Global Ministries 
(GBGM) or directly to UMVIM-NCJ, 910 4th St STE G, 
Brookings, SD 57006.  

$10.00 per Team Member 
 The Board of UMVIM-NCJ is asking for the assistance of 
each team leader from our Jurisdiction. Would you be 
willing to add a $10 per person fee into your team budget 
in order to help fund the UMVIM-NCJ office? We have 
relied heavily on the Mission Volunteers Office of the 
General Board of Global Ministries for our funding but this 
source is diminishing as our expenses increase. The 
UMVIM-NCJ office offers resources that any Conference 
UMVIM Coordinator, mission agency or team leader can 
utilize. The office maintains the National Project List and 
Future Teams List. It offers leadership training and other 
assistance to the conference UMVIM coordinators, and 
resources the steering committees for the teachUM, 
Mission Discovery and Rx ConneXion programs.  
  
A new mandate asked of this office has increased the work 
load considerably. We are assisting in improvement of the 
disaster response capabilities of the Jurisdiction, in 
coordination with the conferences and UMCOR. At the 
same time, we are always striving to improve the delivery 
of assistance and resources to the conferences. Checks can 
be sent to UMVIM-NCJ at 928 4th St, STE G, Brookings, SD 
57006. 
 

http://www.umcmission.org/individualvolunteers
mailto:mfrazier@umcmission.org
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Conference 
Coordinator 

Melisa Bracht-Wagner, 2819 Shamrock Dr, Burlington, IA 52601, 319-929-3281 
melisa.brachtwagner@yahoo.com 

Secretary Heather Brown, brownhl10@gmail.com 
Central Ron and Marcia Peeler, 807 N Buxton St, Indianola, IA 50125-1315, 515-961-6603, 

peelerpack@aol.com 
East Central Marcus Beebe, 2415 Kenway Blvd SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404, 319-362-2326, 

beardedwonder52@aol.com 
North Central Boyd Crees, 1535 Hwy 3, Goldfield, IA 50542-7557, 515-825-3939, foto_man@aol.com 
Northeast Larry and Kathy Bigelow, 834 Dohrmann Street, Jesup, IA 50648, 319-827-6144, 

bigelowl@jtt.net 
Northwest Dean Gabhart, 690 14th Avenue NE, Sioux Center, IA 51250, 712-722-2859, 

deang@mtcnet.net 
South Central Russell Jarvis, 20334 Wheat Ave, Bloomfield, IA 52537-7921, 641-675-3273, 

rjarvis@troyelevatorinc.com 
Southeast Sandy Koester,4228 E 59th St  Davenport, IA 52807-2901 

563-320-1467, sandykoester@mchsi.com 
Southwest Carole Liljedahl, 1619 305th Street, Missouri Valley, IA 51555, 402-943-9797, 

carole@liljedahl.us 
RxConneXion  
TeachUM Jenna Manchester, Good Shepherd Parish, PO Box 307, Agency, IA 52533,641-662-2944 

pastorumc@mediacombb.net 
Newsletter Editor Sheryl Houston, 8209 Hammontree Drive, Urbandale, IA 50322, 515-252-7571, 

shoust3@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRUE SERVICE IS LOVE FOR CHRIST IN WORKING CLOTHES 

Iowa Conference Volunteers in Mission Committee 

North Central Jurisdiction Insurance Options 
 

1. For 2014, Medical/accident/foreign liability insurance for $2.15/day/person + a $10 registration fee per team 
member.  Find the Passport to Ministry (PTM) insurance packet and information here 
http://www.umvimncj.org/NCJVIM/Forms.html 

 
2. There is also a national PTM policy available for USA teams travelling at least 100 miles from home (in state) 

or any distance across state lines.  This is particularly for folks on your team that have minimal or no medical 
insurance coverage. Use the excel sheet for application which is found here 
http://www.umvimncj.org/NCJVIM/Forms.html. Cost is based on the age of the team member + $5.00 
registration fee. 

 
GBGM supplemental accident insurance is no longer available.  
 

mailto:brownhl10@gmail.com
mailto:rjarvis@troyelevatorinc.com
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