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ences that represents!  And you are a part of it 
all, thanks to your generosity and your prayers! 

 When did you first decide to become a 
part of the work of United Methodist Women?  
Was your mother an active participant in 

WSCS?  Did you hear the stories of missionar-
ies starting schools in Korea?  Did you hear 
about Bidwell Riverside Center or Hawthorne 
Hill in Des Moines or Shesler Hall in Sioux City, 
Iowa agencies started by deaconesses who 
were sponsored by Methodist women? 

 My experience actually started just when 
United Methodist Women was “born.”  As you 
know, we became UMW after the merger of the 
Methodist Church and the EUB church in 1968.  
In 1972, United Methodist Women officially be-
came a part of the new church structure, carry-
ing on the traditions of mission activity of the 
predecessor organizations that had originally 
been founded in 1869. It was that year that 
Methodist women in Boston heard of the plight 
of women and children in India and raised 
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Message from our President 

 

 Nearly 150 years of Faith, 
Hope and Love in Action!  That’s the 
UMW legacy.  Translated into days, 
that means that women of our 
church have been at work among 
women, youth and children around 
the world for over 54,000 days.  As 
you think of the hundreds of UMW 
supported mission institutions in the 
U.S. and beyond, think of how many 
smiles, hugs, meals, blankets,  

diapers, bandages, notebooks, pen-
cils, teaching and learning experi-
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SAVE THE DATE 

 

The 19th UMW Quadrennial Assembly will be held May 18-20, 2018, in Columbus, 
Ohio. Make plans to attend! For more information: https://umwassembly.org/news/ 

funds to send a woman doctor and a woman 
educator to India, later establishing the first 
women’s college and the first women’s hospi-
tal in Asia.  You can find details of the amaz-
ing history of United Methodist Women on 
our website – unitedmethodistwomen.org.  
Be sure to check it out.  WE are a part of 
something big!! 

Barb Oakland 

Barb.oakland@gmail.com 

319-377-5977 or 563-542-3503 (cell/text) 

 

 

 

Message from Our Vice President 

“Oh, world as God has made it! All is beauty.”  
Robert Browning 

Happy Spring and Happy Easter! 

The East Central District United Methodist 
Women have awakened from their winter 
slumber and are SPRINGING into action.  I 
would like to thank all the women at Mt. 
Vernon UMC for hosting the Spiritual Growth 
Day.  It was a wonderful day and the program 
“The Bible and Human Sexuality” presented 
by Lynn Calvert was very informative and 
thought provoking.  The next ECD activity will 
be Tuesday, May 16th at the West Branch 
UMC. The ladies at West Branch will be host-
ing the Women Clergy Spa Day.   

 

It is also time to be thinking about asking and 
inviting a new person to our events.  It can be 
any women who is interested in our purpose 
and committed to helping women, children 
and youth locally and globally.  Think about 
asking your next door neighbor, who is re-
cently an empty nester or newly retired.  You 

won’t know until you ask. 
 

Hope you are all making plans to attend Mis-
sion U, Sunday July 16-Tuesday July 18, in 
Marshalltown, Iowa and East Central District 
Annual Meeting, Saturday September 24 at 
the Clinton First United Methodist Church.  A 
lot of planning and work goes into these 
events to help our members learn and get 
involved in the wonderful work that United 
Methodist Women provide to millions of peo-
ple all over the world.  Without all of your 
help, monetary, physical, spiritual and pray-
ers we could not do what we are striving to 
do.  Hope to see you there! 

 

Easter Day 

Christ the Lord is risen today, Sons of men 
and angels say; 

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Sing, ye 
heavens, and earth reply. 

Love’s redeeming work is done, Fought the 

https://umwassembly.org/news/
mailto:Barb.oakland@gmail.com
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fight, the victory won; 

Jesus’ agony is o’er, Darkness veils the earth 
no more. 
Vain the stone, the watch, the seal, Christ hath 
burst the gates of hell; 

Death in vain forbids Him rise, Christ hath 
opened Paradise. 

Soar we now where Christ hath led, Following 
our exalted Head; 

Made like Him, like Him to rise; Ours the cross, 
the grave, the skies.       Charles Wesley 

 

Sonya Moss 

Vice President East Central District 

3354 Kenruth Circle N.E. 

Iowa City, Iowa 52240 

319-621-7566 

ssmoss@mchsi.com 

Message from our Treasurer 

Spring is just around the corner. The grass is 
starting to get green and my day lilies are real-
ly growing. 
 
PLEASE pull out your copy of the Remittance 
Form you are using and look for Bidwell-
Riverside, Shesler Hall, Hawthorn Hill and Mis-
sion u. Do you see $1.00 per member after 
each? If you see some other amount, please 
recycle them. The correct amount is $1.00. I 
have been receiving several old forms. If you 
need a form with $1.00 per member noted on 
it, simply let me know and I can send you an-
other one or email it to you. 
 
Plan now to attend summer or fall Mission u 

(July 16-18 or October 20-22). It’s a great time 
to connect with others and enjoy some                 
fabulous classes. 
 
Remember that I am always here to help you 
and assist with questions you may have. 
 
Donna Jordan, ECI Dis-
trict Treasurer 
360 12th Avenue SW 
Mt. Vernon, IA 52314 
319-895-8759 
ddjordan@q.com 

Membership, Nurture, and Outreach 
News 

 

The count is in!  Thanks to East Central Dis-
trict UMW presidents for providing your mem-
bership numbers for the national census for 
United Methodist Women.  We hope to have a 
much more accurate count this year, thanks to 
your participation. 

 

Coming in May – a day to honor the dedicated 
and faithful clergy women who are serving in 
our East Central District.  If you have a clergy 
woman serving your church, please bring her 
and a salad for a fun and relaxing day.  “Save 
the Date” invitations have gone out to our 40 
East Central District women clergy, but your 
personal invitation and encouragement to at-
tend will be the key to giving your woman pas-
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Message from our Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

There were 44 in attendance at the Spiritual 
Growth Day on Mar. 25.  We were very 
blessed to have Lynn Calvert share the 
study, The Bible and Human Sexuality with 
us.   Thanks to the Mount Vernon unit for 
their hospitality. 

As we begin April and look forward to East-
er, let’s keep this month’s bible verse in 
mind: 

1 Peter 1:3-4 “Praise be to the God and Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ.  In his great 
mercy he has given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance 
that can never perish, spoil or fade, kept in 
heaven for you.” 

So think about the resurrection and this new  

living hope.  As the angel at the tomb pro-
claimed: “He is not here, He is risen”.  Those 
few words changed everything.  Darkness 
and despair died and hope and anticipation 
were born into the hearts of mankind.  Jesus 
is ALIVE! Walking along side us every day. 

Happy Easter! 

Barb Shepley 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN! What is it we 
stand for? We stand for equality, justice, and 
love of all.  That's why I love standing with all 
of you. It’s given me many friends and a pur-
pose in my life. Right now I am reading the 
book, Creed, by Adam Hamilton. It makes me 
think of all of you and our missions through-
out the world. 

Ten years ago,  Adam Hamilton challenged 
his congregation. He said he doesn't want 
people to first notice the size of their congre-
gation but the size of the hearts and the im-
pact that members have on the community. 
He wanted people to know how willingly pa-
rishioners welcome and love ALL. 

Again, according to Adam Hamilton, saints 
take time to volunteer, are cognizant of being 
good stewards to our earth, visit patients and 
prisoners, help the elderly, and mentor youth.  
He wants us to be aware and reach out to an-
yone in need. That's exactly what United-

Methodist Women do. I’m proud of us and our 
many accomplishments.  

 

Now,  I want to challenge you to learn more 
and serve more. Plan on attending Mission u 
this summer or fall.  They do an excellent job 
of teaching more about our immediate sur-
roundings and about the whole world. COME 
AND LEARN and LEAVE AND SERVE. 

Deb Streff 

debstreff@gmail.com  

Education and Interpretation Coordinator 

mailto:debstreff@gmail.com
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Message from our Nominations Chairperson 

Message from Our Program Resource Coordinator 

In case you haven’t already discovered it for 
yourself, we have some great books on the 
Reading List for 2017!  There are lessons to be 
learned in “The Perfect Place” (Nurturing for 
Community), as you follow Treasure & Tiffany 
as they discover first impressions can be mis-
leading and sometimes finding home means 
letting go of the old.  Fresh expressions of faith 
can revitalize our own in “Boundless” by Bryan 
Bishop (Education for Mission).  Lacey Sturm 
writes in her book “The Reason” (Spiritual 
Growth), how as an atheist on the brink of sui-
cide she finds purpose in her life.  “Stand Your 
Ground” (Social Action) is written by an Episco-
pal priest, zeroes in on the social ramifications 
of the ‘stand your ground’ culture of today.  And 
“Not Safe for Church” The Ten Command-
ments for Reaching New Generations 
(Leadership Development) is a must read for 
every traditional church today. 

Whew!  I know that’s a lot to digest, but I have 
these and lots more in stock.  Just send me an 
email, brokawkj@aol.com.   Also, be thinking 
about Mission u.  The Spiritual Growth study 
book is “Living As a Covenant Community”; 
mission studies are “Climate Justice” (2nd year); 
and “Missionary Conferences of the United 
Methodist Churches”. 
 
 
Kate Buroker 

Happy Spring and Happy Easter! 
  
What an amazing gift God bestowed 
on us by giving His only Son to save 
us! I feel so unworthy, but He loves 
me THAT much! I am looking forward 
to the blossoms of spring and the 
warmer weather (so I can begin dig-
ging in the dirt). I did plant radishes, 
lettuce and kohlrabi's already. 
  
We are actively looking for officers for 
our slate for 2018. At present, we 
know we need a Vice President, a 
Treasurer, and two people on Nomina-
tions. Please prayerfully consider vol-
unteering for one of these positions 
(we can provide job descriptions). Or 
if you know of someone who would be 
a good fit for one of these positions, 
please email or call me to let me know 
and a member of our committee will 

contact them and get them the job de-
scription. We would be most apprecia-
tive of any and ALL leads for filling  
 
 
these positions. We truly value you as 
women and as UMW members. Your 
input and suggestions are valuable to 
the UMW as a whole. I look forward to 
learning to know more of you! 
  
Blessings for a beautiful and produc-
tive spring season! 
  
Linda Kemp 
Nominations Chair 
2140 Hwy 22 
Kalona, IA 52247 
319-430-7838 

nwk@kctc.net 

mailto:brokawkj@aol.com
tel:(319)%20430-7838
mailto:nwk@kctc.net
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Invite someone new to Mission u 2017! 
Scholarships offered for two first time attendees! 

 
The East Central District UMW will pay the registration fee and $50 housing expense 

for two persons who have never attended our annual mission school event. 
Teen applicants will receive preference for one of the scholarships. 

 
Summer Mission u – Sunday, July 16 – Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Fall Mission u – Friday evening, October 20 – Sunday, October 22, 2017 
(fall session includes Spanish, Korean, Children’s, and Youth studies) 

 
Iowa Valley Community College, Marshalltown, Iowa 

Learning & fun with United Methodist Women from across Iowa 
Share a room with another East Central attendee at one of the local hotels 

 
 

• Mission u is a unique nation-wide opportunity to explore important current issues impacting our society. 

• Mission u is open to members and non-members of United Methodist Women, so bring a friend or family member! 

• Mission u also includes worship, interest groups, AV presentations, and evening trips for Culver’s ice cream! 

• Each Mission u event across the country offers classes on topics covering these three themes for 2017: 
 
 
 

       
 

Living as a Covenant Community      Missionary Conferences of The United Methodist Church       Climate Justice  
   Spiritual Growth Study 2017         in the United States - Geographic Mission Study 2017                   Issue Study – 2016-2017 
             
 
 
 

*********************************************************************************************************** 
Scholarship Request: _____ Summer _____ Fall _____ Teen 
 
Name of applicant _______________________________________________________________ 
Address _______________________________________________________________________ 
Phone______________________________   E-mail ____________________________________ 
 
Sponsoring UMW local organization _________________________________________________ 
 
Application deadline – June 1, 2017 
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2017 East Central District Calendar 

Dates for District and Conference events: 

Saturday, April 22 – Laity Day with the Bishop – Indianola UMC 

Tuesday, May 16 – Women Clergy Spa Day – West Branch UMC 

Sunday, June 11 – UMW Gathering at Annual Conference 

Sunday, July 16- Tuesday, July 18 – Summer Mission u – Marshalltown 

Tuesday, August 8 – Mission Study Day – Prairie Chapel UMC 

Saturday, September 23 – East Central District Annual Meeting – Clinton UMC 

Saturday, October 7 – Iowa Conference UMW Annual Meeting – Washington 

UMC 

Friday, October 20 – Sunday, October 22 – Fall Mission u – Marshalltown 

Friday, May 18 – Sunday, May 20, 2018 - 19th UMW Quadrennial Assembly - Co-

lumbus, Ohio 

 

 


