
 
 

2017 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
ACTION ALERT # 1 -- January 17, 2017 

 
Welcome to the First Alert of the 2017 Iowa Legislative Session, brought to you by the Legislative Advocacy 
Team of the Iowa Conference of The United Methodist Church. 
 
Some of you may be receiving this for the first time, so a brief explanation.  The 
Legislative Advocacy Team is made up of seven United Methodist volunteers approved 
by the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries, Rev. Karen Dungan.  This 
year’s volunteers are:  Rev. Brian Carter (team leader), Rita Carter (lay, Aldersgate 
Urbandale), Rev. Gary Nims, (clergy, Grace Des Moines), Sheila Corsbie (lay, Immanuel, 
Des Moines), Rev. Wally Paige (clergy, Hope Marshalltown), Rev. Bill Steward (clergy, 
Grace Des Moines), Rev. Bob Ward (clergy, Waukee).  All clergy are retired. There are 
also two Consultants with experience as lobbyists, Marty Ryan and Stephanie Fawkes-
Lee.  They advise the team as to how to be most effective.   
 
The Team represents the United Methodist Church on issues for which the United Methodist Church has taken 
a clear position in one of three resources:  The Social Principles of The United Methodist Church 2017-2020; The 
Book of Resolutions, 2017; and the Book of Resolutions, 2015 Iowa Annual Conference.  
 
We present the moral and ethical implications of bills being considered by the state legislators and the governor.  
We seek the common good of all Iowans.  At times, we speak for those unable to speak for themselves, 
advocating for the weak, the ill, the non-English speakers, for civil, religious and human rights. 
 
The 2017 four priority issues: 

1. Environment:  We support care of the earth which will preserve the environment for the benefit of all. 
2. Mental Health:  We support all people including adults, youth, and children, when they suffer either 

the long or short term effects of mental illness. We honor life and seek to prevent suicide at any stage 
of life. 

3. Poverty:  We support legislation that will equip the poor to achieve self-sufficiency. 
4. Gun Violence:  We favor legislation that prevents children, the seriously mentally ill, criminals, and 

terrorists from having access to handguns and automatic weapons. 
 
HOW YOU CAN ADVOCATE EFFECTIVELY 
 
Please take the time to contact your legislators on bills of interest to the United Methodist Church.  We will 
send you a list of bills that are being currently considered.  Talk to legislators about specific bills and your 
stand on the issue. 
 

Rev. Brian Cater| Team Leader 



1. The most effective contact is in person at the capital if you are in Des Moines. 
2. Almost equally effective is an e-mail to your senator or representative.  You can e-mail your 

representative or senator by entering firstname.lastname@legis.iowa.gov  (For example the majority 
leader of the House is   chris.hagenow@legis.iowa.gov )         

3. Call the House and ask to speak to your Representative 515-281-3221 or your Senator at 515-281-
3371. 

4. Attend the Legislative Advocacy Day on Tuesday, February 7, 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. (see poster attached) 

 
 

BILLS INTRODUCED IN THE LEGISLATURE  
FOR WHICH THE TEAM HAS DECLARED 

 
ENVIRONMENT 

 
SF 14 NATURAL RESOURCES SALES TAX (D Johnson) (Ways & Means)  
Increases the state sales tax to 6.375%, with the additional tax going to the 
Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund. Makes changes to the 
SAVE fund tax in order to keep the revenue constant. 
DECLARATION:   FOR 
REASON:  The Social Principles, Paragraph 160, The Natural World which supports the preservation and 
protection of natural ecosytems.  The creation of this fund enhances the care of the earth.   
 
 
MENTAL HEALTH  
 
SF 75 MH DISCLOSURES (Kinney) (Human Resources)  
Allows a MH professional to disclose the mental health status of a 
person to a law enforcement professional to the extent necessary to 
prevent a serious and imminent threat.  
DECLARATION:  UNDECIDED 
Reason:  The Social Principles, Paragraph 162, X) Mental Health reminds us “No person deserves to be 
stigmatized because of mental illness.”  Disclosure of a person’s mental illness must be used very judicially so 
that instead of preventing threat, it actually increased the threat to the person mentally ill.  Safeguards to 
protect the mentally ill must be assured 
 
 
POVERTY 
 
SF 6 ENGLISH LANGUAGE SUPPLEMENTAL (Quirmbach) (Education)  
Increases the supplemental weighting for students with limited proficiency in 
English to 0.30. Extends the period of eligibility for weighting to five years for 
current students; to six years starting in July 2017 and to seven years starting in 
July 2018. 
DECLARATION: FOR   

mailto:firstname.lastname@legis.iowa.gov
mailto:chris.hagenow@legis.iowa.gov
https://www.facebook.com/events/1078952872227303/
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF75&ga=87
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF75&ga=87


Reason:  Support of Public Education is supported as a primary means of bringing poor children and families 
out of poverty.   We support bills which “ensure access for all persons to free public elementary and secondary 
schools.”  The Social Principles, page 46, Education.  This bill increases financial assistance to schools who must 
provide greater resources to students who need help learning the English language. 
 
SF 8 LOW INCOME SCHOOL PROGRAMS (Quirmbach) (Education)  
Establishes supplemental weighting of 0.4 for school programs for low-income students, based on the number 
of students who are eligible for free or reduced lunches. Allows the funding to be used for after-school 
programs, summer programs, tutoring and mentoring programs, programs to waive fees, and for other related 
uses. 
DECLARATION:  FOR 
Reason:  Poverty has been proven to be a primary reason for students to under-perform in school.  More 
resources and special programs are necessary to overcome the effects of poverty.  This bill address this fact. 
 
SF 9 SAVE FUND (Quirmbach) (Ways & Means)  
Extends the SAVE (Secure an Advanced Vision for Education) Fund for the school sales tax until 2050. 
DECLARATION:  UNDECIDED 
Reason: We would be infavor of this Save Fund which assists school systems in paying for infrastructure costs.  
But this Fund is being looked at as a possible source of funds for Clean Water projects and we want to hear the 
reasoning on using this fund or plans to replace this fund with other funds.   
 
SF 13 SAVE FUND II (D Johnson) (Ways & Means)  
Strikes the 2029 repeal of the tax for the SAVE fund. Similar to SF 9. 
DECLARATION: UNDECIDED   Reason:  see SF9 
 
SF 15 SAVE FUND III (D Johnson) (Ways & Means) (Ways & Means)  
Extends the SAVE (Secure an Advanced Vision for Education) Fund for the school sales tax until 2050. See SF 9; 
Similar to SF 13. 
DECLARATION:  UNDECIDED    Reason:  see SF9 
 
SF 29 ABOLISHING THE DOE/VOUCHERS (Zaun) Education  
Modifies school funding and creates an Education Savings Grant program. Abolishes Code Chapter 256 (the 
DOE, the State BOE, the Public Broadcasting Division, various library programs and other duties). Transfers the 
duties to local governments or other state agencies. Requires the DOE to draft any necessary legislation to 
distribute the duties. Vouchers: Establishes education savings grants for private schools and home-schoolers. 
Makes the grant equal to regular per-pupil state aid or half of the state aid for preschoolers. Allows any of the 
unused grant money to be used for college by the student, until age 25. 
DECLARATION:  AGAINST 
Reason:  The Social Principles Paragraph 164, E) Education, and Resolution 3165, United States Public 
Education and the Church, “…we have a moral responsibility to support, strengthen, and reform public 
schools” (page 218) “…an obligation to support public education for all children.”  (Page 219)   This bill 
redirects state efforts away from public schools and public school resources by abolishing and redirects funds 
to private schools and home-schoolers. 
 
SF 69 PRESCHOOL ENROLLMENT WEIGHTING (Petersen) (Education)  
Adds additional preschool weighting for schools based on the number of students in the program from 
families who are at or below 200% of the federal poverty level.  
DECLARATION:  FOR  Reason:  See Sf8 (above) 
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SF 38 ELIMINATING THE INCOME TAX (Zaun) Ways & Means  
Eliminates the state income tax and related taxes. Requires the DOR to prepare draft legislation on the issue. 
Increases the sales tax to 11%. Effective January 2018. 
DECLARATION:  AGAINST 
Reason:  Poverty, is made worse through regressive taxes.  The income tax is the most progressive tax 
available.  The Social Principles Paragraph 163 the Economic Community   
 
SF 46 CASINO MORATORIUM (Zaun) State Government  
Establishes a moratorium on R & G Commission issuing new casino licenses, retroactive to January 1, 2017. 
DECLARATION:  FOR 
Reason:  The Social Principles, paragraph 163, G) Gambling   We believe that gambling is a menace to society 
so we support this bill which would stop the issuance of new casino licenses.   
 
SF 48 MS LOTTERY FUND (Zaun) State Government  
Requires Lottery to develop a scratch game and a pull-tab game for the support of persons with MS. 
Establishes a fund for the use by the DPH to assist persons with MS or to assist with research. 
DECLARATION:  AGAINST 
Reason:  See reasons for S46 above.  Making the proceeds go to a reputable charity is an attempt to make a 
bad action more acceptable, but it just encourages gambling and we see this as a negative impact. 
 
 
GUN VIOLENCE  
 
SJR 2 BUDGET AMENDMENT (Zaun, 28 R’s) (Judiciary)  
Proposes an amendment to make the right to buy, carry or otherwise have a 
firearm a fundamental right, with any restrictions on the right to be subject to 
strict scrutiny. 
DECLARATION:  AGAINST 
Reason:  Resolution 3428 “Our Call to End Gun Violence” passed at General 
Conference in 2016 calls for background checks on all gun purchases and forbids 
individuals under restraining order due to threat of violence from purchasing a 
gun.  This Amendment to the constitution would make these common sense laws to protect people 
unconstitutional. 
 
SF 23 GUN PERMIT CONFIDENTIALITY (Zaun) (Judiciary)  
Requires the Commissioner of Public Safety and county sheriffs to keep personally identifiable information 
related to gun permits confidential. Authorizes the release of statistical information and the release of 
information to law enforcement personnel. 
DECLARATION:  AGAINST 
Reason:  Resolution 3428.  This bill would keep ownership confidential.  This would hinder efforts to keep 
guns out of the hands of persons with serious mental illness and/or under restraining orders due to threat of 
violence.   
 
 
OTHER ISSUES 
 
SF 2 FAMILY PLANNING (Sinclair, 28 R’s) (Judiciary)  



Establishes a state family planning services program and discontinues the Medicaid family planning network 
waiver. Requires DHS to establish the program including a ban on funds to any entity that performs abortions 
or maintains a facility where abortions are performed. Excludes abortions performed for certain emergency 
reasons and miscarriages. Requires annual reports by DHS. 
DECLARATION:  AGAINST 
Reason:  The Social Principles, page 25, J) Abortion “We recognize tragic conflicts of life with life that may 
justify abortion, and in such cases we support the legal option of abortion under proper medical procedures 
by certified medical providers.”   Our position supports proper medical procedures by certified medical 
providers.  We fear that medical providers should not be reluctant to provide safe procedures based on a fear 
that at some later time the patient may change their mind and sue them.   
 
SF 22 SEX ABUSE PROTECTIVE ORDERS (Petersen) (Judiciary)  
Allows persons to file for civil protective orders before an arrest is made for sexual abuse. Allows the court to 
file an order on a finding of the preponderance of the evidence. Allows the person to seek assistance without 
paying court costs. Requires the collection of data for the DPS. 
DECLARATION:  UNDECIDED 
REASON:  The United Methodist Church stands firmly against sexual abuse and family violence.  Our church 
also firmly supports restorative justice and believes in the redemptive power of grace and love. This bill needs 
more study to assure it does not presume guilt nor fail to protect victims from violence.   
 
SF 25 REASONABLE FORCE (Chelgren) Judiciary  
Allows the use of reasonable force, including deadly force, even if an alternative course of action is available. 
Does not require a person who is not acting illegally and who is in a place lawfully to retreat. Establishes 
presumptions on the justified use of reasonable force. Allows the use of reasonable force to prevent a violent 
felony. Establishes civil immunity for the use of reasonable force. 
DECLARATION:  AGAINST 
Reason:  The Social Principles Paragraph 164, H) Restorative Justice, I) Military Service.  These principles 
name the purpose of our criminal justice system is to right the wrong and bring healing to all involved, 
including the offender.  Also we acknowledge the use of force is regretfully preferable only “when peaceful 
alternatives have failed.”  This bill takes away the persons duty to use peaceful alternatives.   
 
SF 70 REASONABLE FORCE II (Chelgren) (Judiciary)  
Allows the use of reasonable force, including deadly force, with no duty to retreat, at one’s dwelling or on the 
property of the dwelling.  Includes definitions.  Similar to SF 25.  
DECLARATION:  AGAINST 
Reason:  See SF 25 (above) 
 
SF 26 ABORTION CAUSE OF ACTION (Chelgren) Judiciary  
Establishes a cause of action against a doctor for emotional distress for an abortion performed without 
informed consent. Allows such an action to be brought at any time during the woman’s lifetime.  
DECLARATION:  AGAINST 
Reason:  The Social Principles Paragraph 161 J) Abortion “We recognize tragic conflicts of life with life that 
may justify abortion, and in such cases, we support the legal option of abortion under proper medical 
procedures by certified medical providers.”  This bill allows action against a doctor even when the woman has 
signed a consent form. Its effect is to negatively impact certified medical providers from performing this legal 
procedure thus decreasing the safety of abortions.   
 
SF 27 BANS FEDERAL FUNDS FOR ABORTIONS (Zaun) Judiciary  
Bans the use of any federal health care reform funds for abortions. Establishes an emergency exception. 
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DECLARATION:  AGAINST 
Reason:  See SF 26.   
 
SF 53 20 WEEK ABORTION BAN (Zaun) (Human Resources)  
Bans abortions after 20 weeks, except in medical emergencies or to preserve the life of an unborn child.  
Requires the doctor to perform the procedure with the best chance for the survival of a fetus, unless the 
procedure carries greater risk for the mother.  Requires a doctor to determine the age of a fetus before 
performing an abortion, except in emergency situations.  Requires doctors to submit information on reports to 
the DPH and for the DPH to issue annual statistical reports.  Establishes felony criminal penalties for doctors 
who violate the provisions of the bill and civil penalties.  Makes findings and includes a severability cause.  
Effective on enactment.  
DECLARATION:  AGAINST 
Reason:  See Sf 26.   
 
SF 47 VOTER ID (Zaun) State Government  
Requires a photo ID in order to vote, either on Election Day or at a satellite voting station. Maintains 
provisions allowing a person to establish proof through alternative methods in lieu of showing a photo ID. 
Allows persons without adequate proof to cast provisional ballots but requires the person to show ID later 
before the ballot can be counted. Requires that a non-operator ID for voting purposes be issued without 
charge. 
DECLARATION:  UNDECIDED 
Reason:  We support encouraging people to vote, but have no objection to preventing voting fraud.  Our 
concern is that a voter ID may be difficult to obtain or costly which would discourage low income people.  But 
this bill seems to take those issues into consideration—so we are undecided until we are assured that cost will 
not be a factor. 
 
SF 73 GENDER IDENTITY HATE CRIMES (McCoy) (Judiciary)  
Includes protections for gender identity and gender expression under hate crime provisions.  Makes 
definitions.  
DECLARATION:  FOR 
Reason:  Resolution 3427 in 2016 Book of Resolutions “A significant consequence of sexual and gender-based 
violence is the breaking of sacred trust within society, including the Christian community, where vulnerable 
members are violated.”  The United Methodist Church stands firmly behind the sacred worth of all persons 
and deplores all violence directed toward any individual based on their gender identity or expression. 
 
SF 74 SEXUAL ORIENTATION THEORY (McCoy) (Human Resources)  
Prohibits MH professionals from providing therapy to change the sexual orientation of patients under the age 
of 18.  Makes the provider subject to disciplinary hearings.  
DECLARATION:  FOR 
Reason:  The Social Principles paragraph 161 F) Human Sexuality “We affirm that all persons are individuals of 
sacred worth, created in the image of God. . .We implore families and churches not to reject or condemn 
lesbian and gay members and friends.”   Homosexuals are God created and psychologically dangerous “so -
called therapy to change them” must be prohibited. 
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