
 
 

2017 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
ACTION ALERT # 2 -- January 24, 2017 

 
Welcome to the second Action Alert of the 2017 Iowa Legislative Session, brought to you by the Legislative 
Advocacy Team of the Iowa Conference of The United Methodist Church. 
 
IOWA UNITED METHODIST ADVOCACY DAY will 
be Tuesday, February 7, 2017 at Wesley United Methodist 
Church, 800 E. 12th St. Des Moines, from 9:00 a.m. til 3:30 p.m. 
This is open to all people interested in the Legislative Process, 
lay and clergy.  It will be of particular interest to persons 
concerned about the needs of clean water and response to the 
environmental needs of Iowa, and to persons concerned about 
the state of mental health care in Iowa.   
  
There will be an opportunity to meet the new Iowa United 
Methodist Bishop, Laurie Haller, and to hear presentations on 
Environmental concerns by Ralph Rosenberg of the Iowa 
Environmental Council, and Mental Health Concerns  by Teresa 
Bomhoff of the National Alliance On Mental Illness (NAMI) of 
Greater Des Moines. 
 
There will also be training by an experienced lobbyist, Marty 
Ryan, on how to be an effective advocate. We will reconvene 
at the State Capitol to meet with legislators, including 
opportunity to meet and talk with your Senator and 
Representative.  
 

RESERVATIONS:  contact Brian Carter, 515-979-5775, or briancar@dwx.com. by Feb. 6. 
 
There is no fee for attendance.  There will be a lunch at Wesley for a free-will donation. 
 
*Special Add-On:  Bishop Laurie Haller will be hosting a Prayer Breakfast for all State Legislators from 7:30-8:30 AM on 
Feb. 7 immediately preceding the Advocacy Day activities.  This is free for legislators but others may attend by registering 
and paying $5.00. RSVPs are required for the breakfast by Friday February 3rd. Contact Brian Carter at briancar@dwx.com.  
Pay at the door.     
  

https://www.facebook.com/events/1078952872227303/


IN THIS ISSUE OF ACTION ALERT 
The House of Representatives has filed many bills this week. Many are the same as were filed in the Senate 
last week.  We can expect an increase in the number of sub-committee meetings during the coming days. 
It is not necessary to come in person to the sub-committee meetings.  If you can e-mail the members of the 
sub-committee prior to the day they meet, that is an effective way to influence the legislators. 
Stories are very helpful as they relate to a piece of legislation.  If you can tell how the legislation has effected 
or will affect you or someone you know, that can make a real impact.  Remember that the legislators e-mail 
address is their first name followed by a period, their last name, and @legis.iowa.gov.  Thank you for all you 
do! 
 

NEW DECLARATIONS BY ADVOCACY TEAM -- JAN. 21, 2017 
(common abbreviations:  HF = House File; SF = Senate File; HSB = House Study Bill; SSB = Senate Study Bill; BofR 
= Book of Resolutions; UM = United Methodist;  SP = Social Principles) 
 

TAKE ACTION 
 

SF 2 FAMILY PLANNING (Defunding of Planned Parenthood)   Declaration:  AGAINST 
SF2 would defund Planned Parenthood, denying the organization access to family planning funds. These are funds 
allocated to ensure low-income women are able to access affordable family planning services. The bill would deny funds 
going to any provider that also provides abortion services.  A sub-committee meeting meet Tuesday, Jan. 24, at 11:30 
a.m.  If you could not go to the meeting, it is often just as effective to e-mail the members of the sub-committee.  They 
pay attention to Iowans contacting them from around the state.  Names and e-mail addresses of sub-committee: 
Amy.Sinclair@legis.iowa.gov    Janet.Petersen@legis.iowa.gov     Jason.Schultz@legis.iowa.gov  
 
(Information for this action was from:  Interfaith Alliance of Iowa Action Alert, Copyright © 2017 Interfaith Alliance of 
Iowa, All rights reserved.   Interfaith Alliance of Iowa, PO Box 41086 Des Moines, IA 50311) 

 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
 
HF 30 CAN HANDLING FEE (Fisher) (Environmental Protection)  
Increases the handling fee paid to redemption centers to 3 cents.  

DECLARATION:  FOR 
Reason:  Iowa Resolution 9110 supports increasing the per container handling 
fee.  Increasing the fee makes it more affordable for redemption centers to 
accept containers and potentially increase the number of containers collected. 
 
SF 97 SOLAR CREDITS (Bolkcom & 13 D’s) (Ways & Means)  

Increases the amount of solar tax credit to $10 million annually. Effective on enactment, retroactive to January 
2016. DECLARATION:   FOR   
Reason: Energy Policy Statement, Resolution 1001, 2016 BoR; U.S. Energy Policy and UM Responsibility, 
Resolution 1002, 2016 BofR.  Official Statements support alternative energy. 
 
SF 99 ENERGY EFFICIENCY DISTRICTS (Bolkcom) (Commerce)  
Allows one or more counties, with one or more of the cities in the county, to establish an energy district to 
give technical and planning assistance for energy improvements through a 28E agreement. Sets the powers of 
the board, including that the district may coordinate its actions with state and local governments and 
agencies.  



DECLARATION:   FOR  
Reasons:  See Resolutions   1001 and 1002 in BofR                                                                                                                                                  
 
SF 110 WATER QUALITY CHECK-OFF (Bolkcom) (Agriculture)  
requires the various commodity organizations to establish a second check-off for water quality programs, if 
the approved in a referendum. Establishes procedures for adding the water quality check-off, similar to 
current procedures for approving check-offs. Includes refund procedures. Transfers the money to the Soil & 
Water Conservation Division in DALS. 
DECLARATION:  UNDECIDED 
Reasons:  Resolution 1029, Protection of Water in BofR; This bill suggests a voluntary check-off to help pay for 
water quality programs instead of more taxes or taking money from other priority issues.  It bears examination 
to see if such a plan is feasible. 
 
 
 

MENTAL HEALTH  
 
HF 11 CHINA COVERAGE (Wolfe) (Human Resources)  
Includes a parent or guardian who is unable to provide MH 
treatment to a child under the provisions for declaring a child 

to be in need of assistance because a parent or guardian is unwilling to provide such treatment.  
DECLARATION:  UNDECIDED 
Reasons:  The SP states that the UMC pledges to foster policies that promote compassion, advocate for access 
to care and eradicate stigma within the  church and in communities. And “persons with mental illness have a 
right and responsibility to obtain care appropriate to their condition.”  See also Resolution 3302 in the BofR on 
Mental Health.  We are undecided because the language of this may permit persons who are poor as being 
considered unable to provide Mental Health treatment—just because they are poor. 
 
HF 35 VETERANS TREATMENT COURTS (Kressig) (Judiciary)  
Establishes a veterans’ treatment court in each judicial district. Requires such courts to integrate judicial 
services with MH/SA services and to use a non-adversarial approach. Includes other requirements.  
DECLARATION:  FOR 
Reasons:  The UMC stands for using Restorative Justice procedures and processes as much as possible to help 
return persons in the criminal justice system to full functioning in their communities.  See SP on restorative 
justice. 
 
HF 50 MH ADVOCATE REPORTS (Heaton & Heddens) (Human Resources)  
Requires MH advocates to file reports for persons who are involuntarily committed when the advocate 
believes a report is necessary, rather than quarterly as required currently. 
DECLARATION:  UNDECIDED 
Reasons:  See Resolution 3302 in BofR on mental health; We are undecided because we are unsure whether 
this will assist mental Health advocates by not having to file so many reports, at the detriment of some 
patients who become lost in the system and never being checked on because of no regular reporting 
requirements. 
 
 

HOUSE STUDY BILLS 
 



HSB 15 SEX OFFENDERS (Public Safety) Holt (C), Breckenridge, Kerr  
Requires sex offenders to register when the offender is placed in a treatment facility that allows the offender 
to leave for part of a day. Makes the definition of a sexually violent predator uniform in different parts of the 
Code (a person who has been convicted of or charged with a sexually violent offense and who suffers from a 
mental abnormality which makes the person likely to engage in sexually violent offenses). Makes it a child 
endangerment if a person required to register as a sex offender knowingly takes control of a child, or who 
knowingly has unsupervised access to a child. Excludes certain persons (parents, guardians or a person 
married to and living with a parent or guardian). (DPS)  
DECLARATION:  UNDECIDED 
Reasons:  See SP section on Mental Health particularly part on stigma.  See Resolution 3303 “Ministries in 
Mental Illness.”  We are concerned about how it is determined that a person “suffers from a mental 
abnormality which makes the person likely to engage in sexually violent offenses.”   Also question how one is 
considered to “knowingly have unsupervised access to a child.”  Mentally ill persons have the right to 
treatment. 
 
 

POVERTY 
Our goal is to equip the persons living in poverty to achieve self-sufficiency.   
Much of our effort in the legislature is to seek to improve the education of 
all citizens, from pre-school through post high school.    A second area of 
concentration is health care.  A third area is reducing gambling. Finally, 
we support measures which provide the poor with sufficient income so 

they can concentrate on moving toward self-sufficiency.   

 
HF 5 CHILDREN’S HEALTH CARE (Heartsill) (State Government)  
Strikes the requirement for taxpayers to say on their tax returns if their children have health care coverage 
and to apply for Medicaid/HAWK-I coverage if the parent meet income eligibility standards.  
DECLARATION:  AGAINST 
Reasons:  The SP states in “Right of Children” that children have the right to health care.  Also the SP states in 
“Right to Health Care” that “health care is a basic human right.”  This bill takes away one of the ways the 
people of Iowa assures these rights.   
 
HF 7 VACCINATION EXEMPTION (Rizer) (Human Resources)  
Establishes an exemption for school vaccinations for children based on the personal convictions of the parent 
or guardian in addition to already allowable exemptions. 
DECLARATION:  AGAINST 
Reasons:  The health of the children is a greater good than the parents’ personal convictions.  SP on right to 
health care says “Providing the care needed to maintain health, prevent disease…  is a responsibility each 
person owes others and the government owes to all.” 
 
HF 18 GAMING DISTRIBUTIONS (Salmon) (State Government)  
Deems that any qualified charity is eligible for the distribution of funds from a casino or racetrack.  
DECLARATION:  UNDECIDED 
Reasons:  SP states the Gambling is a menace to society.  We oppose any legislation that spreads gambling or 
seeks to legitimize gambling.  We wonder what kinds of charities would be eligible that are not now eligible. 
 



HF21 SCHOOL BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS Winkler, (Education) 
Allows school boards to adopt a school budget equity adjustment resolution. Requires the board to notify the 
DOM.  Establishes a formula for calculating a budget adjustment and requires the budget adjustment to be 
funded through the unexpended fund balance or the cash reserve.  
DECLARATION:  UNDECIDED 
Reasons:   Our policy supports public schools.  This seems to allow schools funds for what is needed when the 
funds are in a different category.  We want to question the reason for this bill and see if it helps schools. 
 
HF 23 WORKER SHORTAGE LOAN FORGIVENESS (Hunter) (Economic Growth)  
Establishes a worker shortage loan forgiveness program for Iowans who graduate from an Iowa high school in 
2014 or after, and who take vocational training programs at a community college, get a degree from a state or 
private school. Sets loan forgiveness amounts. Gives the College Student Aid Commission the duty to 
administer the program.  
DECLARATION:  UNDECIDED 
Reasons:  We are in favor of loan forgiveness for college and vocational training as one means to assist 
persons in poverty.  Our SP states in the section on education that “Every persons has the right to education… 
the responsibility for education of the young rests with the family, the faith communities, and the 
government. In society, this function can best be fulfilled through public policies that ensure access for all 
persons to… post-secondary schools of their choice.”   
 
HF 25 PRESCHOOL AID (Koester) (Education)  
Adds an additional supplement to state preschool funding based on the level of enrollment for students 
whose family is at 200% of less of the FPL (federal poverty level). Includes a reduction in funding for 
preschools based on the amount of preschool funding in previous years that is not used.  
DECLARATION:  FOR 
Reasons:  Resolution 3165 Public Education, states “push for universal, early and quality preschool education 
for all.”  Early education puts children on the path of full development of their potential, and out of the trap of 
poverty. 
 
HF 26 SCHOOL BOARD AUTHORITY (Highfill) (Education)  
Allows school boards to exercise any broad or implied power that is not inconsistent with state law for the 
operation of the school. Requires the board to have express authorization to tax.  
DECLARATION:  UNDECIDED     
Reasons:  We are supportive of Public Education (Reso. 3165) but we wonder what power this adds to school 
boards. We would oppose any attempts that would limit the civil or human rights of any children.  See 
Resolution 6025 “Children’s Rights” in BofR.  We also protect the civil rights of all genders and sexual 
orientations.  See Resolution 3427 “Eradicating Sexual and Gender Based Violence.”  BofR 2016. 
 
HF 44 STATE SCHOOL AID (Wolfe) (Education)  
Establishes the state percentage of growth for school aid at 4% if a state aid growth bill is not enacted within 
30 days of the Governor’s submission of the budget.  
DECLARATION:  FOR 
Reasons:  Our strong support for Public Education that is of high quality and available for all. 
 
HF 51 CHILDCARE ASSISTANCE (Winckler, 13 D’s) (Human Resources)  
Requires DHS increase the family income to 200% of the Federal Poverty Level in regards to eligibility for 
childcare assistance.  
DECLARATION:  FOR 



Reasons:  There is a built-in penalty for earning higher pay—the cliff that you drop off when you are no longer 
eligible for childcare assistance.  To encourage our lower income families to increase their economic self-
sufficiency, we must increase the eligibility level.  This provides quality care for children and more income for 
the families. 
 
HF 57 CHARITY CAR DONATIONS (Wheeler) (Transportation)  
Exempts vehicles from new registration fees if the vehicle is transferred to a non:   
DECLARATION:  FOR 
Reasons:  Low Income persons are provided transportation at an affordable cost. 
 
SF 82 INHERITANCE TAX REPEAL (Zaun) (Ways & Means) Phases in a repeal of the inheritance tax over 10 
years. 
DECLARATION:  AGAINST   
Reasons:  The inheritance tax prevents the very wealthy from passing on their wealth to their families.  There 
is already a large amount exempt from the tax.  We are for progressive taxes.  This bill simply is another policy 
to widen the income disparity of our country and allow that very wealthy to avoid taxes at the expense of low 
and moderate income persons. 
 
SF 98 5-YEAR-OLD PRESCHOOL (Hart) (Education)  
Makes five-year-olds who have not been enrolled in a preschool program eligible for the statewide preschool 
program.  
DECLARATION:  FOR 
Reasons:  See HF 25 above. 
 
 

GUN VIOLENCE  
 
SF 87 CARRYING GUNS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS (Kinney) (Judiciary)  
Allows a peace officer or reserve officer to carry a weapon on school grounds if 
the officer has a professional carry permit, even if the officer’s duties do not 
require the officer to carry such a weapon.  
DECLARATION:  UNDECIDED 
Reasons:  See Resolution 3428, Our Call to End Gun Violence, BofR.  Allowing 

guns around children is dangerous.  Allowing guns in schools sends the message that guns are ok.  We must 
begin to take control of use and presence of guns in our society.   
 
SF 108 CARRYING GUNS (Schultz) (Judiciary)  
Strikes the state ban on possessing a machine gun, a short-barreled rifle or a short-barreled shotgun. States 
that Code provisions on weapons shall not be construed to impose general prohibitions on carrying a 
dangerous weapon without a license, whether open or concealed, if the carrier is in compliance with federal 
law.  
DECLARATION:  AGAINST 
Reasons:  See Resolution 3428 BofR.  One reason these weapons are forbidden is because they are small 
enough to hide in a car, and are very deadly.  Allowing these weapons to be carried around endangers our 
police and communities.   
 
 



OTHER ISSUES 
 
HF 27 STUDENT RESIDENCY (Hunter, R Smith, Nielson) (Education)  
Directs community colleges and the Regents to classify students as residents if the student attended school in 
this state for at least five years, or received a GED degree in this state, did not have to pay tuition, and if the 
student lacks an SS number, agrees to pursue US citizenship at the earliest possible date. Requires the policy 
to take effect by January 2018.  
DECLARATION:  FOR 
Reasons:  See Resolution 3281 “Welcoming the Migrant to the US” BofR.  SP supports all persons right to 
education.  By classifying people who have grown up in Iowa as residents is just common sense.  These are 
Iowans no matter where they were born or their immigration status.  They are our neighbors, friends. They go 
to our churches, and volunteer in our communities.  As fellow brothers and sisters under God, we owe them 
welcome and acceptance. 
 
HF 42 GEOTHERMAL EXEMPTION (Pettengill) (Ways & Means)  
Allows the current property tax exemption for residential geothermal units to be used on multi-residential, 
commercial, industrial and agricultural property as of July 2017. Strikes the current 10-year limit on the 
exemption. 
DECLARATION:  AGAINST 
Reasons:  This bill allows property tax exemption for all geothermal units.  The reduction in property tax value 
reduces the taxes available for public schools, or shifts the taxes to residential.  We support alternate forms of 
energy, but by striking the 10 year limit, this is revealed as an anti-tax measure.  See Resolution 4063 “A Call 
for Just Tax Structures” BofR.  “Tax laws are necessary to provide adequate revenue that supports our shared 
commitment to a just society. 
  
HF 43 CHILD LAUNDRY WORK (Jones) (Commerce)  
Lowers the age restriction to allow minors 16 or older in the jobs using laundry machinery. See SF 94.  
DECLARATION:  AGAINST 
Reasons:  The first Social Principles of the Methodist Church was addressed to limit child labor in the U.S.  Our 
values says we need to protect children from harmful labor, and provide incentives to continue their 
education. 
 
HF 47 STUDENT AID DUTIES (Winckler, 5 D’s) (Education)  
Strikes certain duties of the College Student Aid Commission in preparing a state plan for scholarships, in 
distributing certain kinds of information to elementary school children and in helping criminal offenders to 
apply for college aid. Consolidates other student aid duties and provisions. Includes the State Treasurer in the 
entities that the CSC works with on educational and marketing strategies. Includes additional requirements for 
the annual loan forgiveness report. Authorizes the CSC to administer aid programs in conjunction with public 
and private groups and to accept aid from those groups. Allows such aid to be put into a separate fund and to 
not revert to the GF. 
DECLARATION:  UNDECIDED 
Reasons:  Striking help for criminal offenders to apply for college aid is a step back from restorative justice 
procedures.  
 
HSB 3 RESIDENTIAL RENTAL ORDINANCES (Judiciary) Nunn (C), Bennett, Carlin  
Prohibits cities from enforcing any ordinance on residential rental occupancy based on the family relationships 
of the occupants after January 1, 2018. See SSB 1009.  
DECLARATION:  FOR  



Reasons:  Limiting rentals based on family relationships serve no public interest and may encourage violation 
of civil rights.   
 
SF 91 DOMESTIC ABUSE ASSAULTS (Jochum) (Judiciary)  
Includes an assault that happens between people who are intimate partners, or who have been intimate 
partners in the last year, under the Code provisions covering domestic abuse assault. Includes factors that a 
court may consider (the nature and duration of the relationship, the expectation of the parties, the frequency 
of the interactions and whether the relationship has been terminated).  
DECLARATION:  UNDECIDED 
Reasons:  The SP says “All persons regardless of age, gender, marital status or sexual orientation, are entitled 
to have their human and civil rights ensured and to be protected against violence.” 
 
SF 94 CHILD LAUNDRY WORK (Lofgren) (Labor & Business Relations)  
Lowers the age restriction to allow minors 16 or older in jobs using laundry machinery.  
DECLARATION:  AGAINST 
Reasons:  See HF 43 
 
SF 96 MINOR MOTORCYCLE HELMETS (Kinney & Dvorsky) (Transportation)  
Requires minors under the age of 18 to wear helmets when riding on motorcycles, motorized bikes and ATVs. 
Establishes the penalty as a simple misdemeanor.  
DECLARATION:  FOR 
Reasons:   Laws protecting the safety of minors is part of our responsibilities toward children, who may not 
have adequate knowledge or skill to recognize dangerous behavior. 
 
SF 103 INHERITANCE TAX REPEAL II (Chapman) (Ways & Means)  
Repeals the inheritance tax as of July, 2017.    Similar to SF 82.      
DECLARATION:  AGAINST 
Reasons:  See SF 82 and resolution 4063 in BofR about Tax Reform Policies. 
 
SF 105 PRENATAL APPOINTMENT LEAVE (Petersen) (Labor & Business Relations) Zaun (C), Bisignano, Schultz  
Requires large employers (50 or more employees) to give paid pre-natal appointment leave for pregnant 
employees who work more than 12 hours a week. Includes definitions.  
DECLARATION:  FOR 
Reasons:  Resolution 3203 on Maternal Health in the BofR, says “God desires that every mother, every child, 
and every family not only survive, but thrive.  Tragically, survival is often a daily struggle for those who lack 
access to basic services and care.”   As a community, we need to be assured our women who are pregnant 
have the care needed for a healthy pregnancy and birth. 
 

SENATE STUDY BILLS 
SSB 1017 SCHOOL REPORTS ON DRUGS & ALCOHOL (Education) Lofgren (C), Dvorsky, Kraayenbrink  
Requires that school administrators report disciplinary actions taken against a licensed school employee for 
being on school grounds or at a school-sponsored activity while consuming, possessing or being under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol to the BEE. (BOARD of Education Examiners)  
DECLARATION:  FOR 
Reasons:  the SP section on alcohol and other drugs reminds us that the use of alcohol and drugs is a major 
factor in crime, disease, death, and family dysfunction.  Since educators and other employees at schools often 
serve as role models and examples for our children, it is reasonable for us to be fully aware of how employees 
are being disciplined for behavior which is detrimental to our children. 



 
SSB 1018 GOVERNOR’S DE-APPROPRIATIONS (Appropriations) Schneider (C), Bolkcom, Kraayenbrink  
Makes the Governor’s de-appropriations for FY 2017. (Regent schools $25.6 million; Community Colleges $8.7 
million; DHS $20.3 million; DOC $15 million; DOE $5.5 million; DPS $3.8 million; courts ($7.7 million). Makes 
additional transfers in DHS. Gives the DOM duties on consultation and reporting. (Governor) 
DECLARATION:  AGAINST     
Reasons:  A budget is a moral document.  It reveals our priorities and values.  The proposed de-appropriations 
(cuts) to the passed budget, does not jibe with our values to protect our children, our highway travelers, our 
employees dedicated to criminal justice work, our police, and the members of our communities with the 
lowest incomes.  There seems to be no attempt to use some of our reserves which have been put aside to deal 
with situations such as we face today.   Governments must remember that cuts have consequences.  We must 
object.  See also Resolution 4063, A Call for Just Tax Structures, BofR.  


