
 

 

 

 

 

President  

The Lord declares, “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart”  Jeremiah 29:13 

Have you ever lost something that was important to you?  My granddaughter lost her wedding ring one day.  She had 
taken her children to the pool and took off her ring as she applied lotion to their bodies before they went in to swim.  
When she discovered it was missing she was frantic to find it.  She searched and searched the pool area.  She asked 
everyone she came into contact with if they had seen it.  Eventually she reported it missing to her insurance company.  
She knew she could get a new ring but the sentiment wasn't the same as the one placed on her finger on her wedding 
day.  A week or so later we met her for lunch at the mall and she told us about her missing ring.  When we left I gave her 
a hug and said we would all pray about it and I was sure she would find it.  Because of a pending storm, her husband 
called her and told her to stay in Des Moines until the storm passed over, so she decided to shop for a pair of slacks.  In 
the dressing room she tried on several pair.  She finally went to put her slacks back on that she had been wearing.  All of 
a sudden she heard something ping on the floor and looking down, saw that it was her ring.  It had apparently got 
caught in the cuff of her slacks and had been there for some time.  The lost was found and there was great rejoicing.   

How diligently do we seek the Lord?  When Jeremiah was called by God he made the excuse, I am but a youth.  God had 
something he wanted Jeremiah to do.  What is God calling us to do?  What excuses do we make?  I am too old, I am 
tired, I am not a good speaker, I have too many other things to do, . . . God doesn't ask us to perform miracles, but he 
does ask us to be faithful.   

We can be faithful when we read Response Magazine.  We can be faithful as we make a Pledge to Missions, use the 
Program Book, attend our Circle or Unit meetings, as we Pray for our Missionaries all over the world, as we Volunteer 
our time, as we Read books from the reading list, as we Attend Mission u or Lead a Study in our local churches, Attend a 
District or Conference event, or as we Advocate for Justice.  Sometimes health means we have to pick and choose, but 
we can all pray, we can all witness to our faith in one way or the other.  Listen to what God is calling you to do and 
rejoice.   

Rita Vallery 

2818 Eisenhower, Ames, IA  50010-4304,  
515-232-6413,  larry.vallery@hotmail.com

Vice President 

Every January your Conference Officers meet to make the goals for the current year.  This year we also asked questions 
of ourselves while we were reviewing 2015 goals and setting 2016 goals.  These questions were:  Who are we making 
goals for?  How are we gathering information regarding our Action steps on our goals?  Do the Districts have our same 
goals?  As we discussed, we answered these questions.   

The goals which your Conference Officers make are established for all of the United Methodist Women in the Iowa 
Conference.  The District officers and local units are asked to embrace these goals and come up with action steps to 
accomplish them within your units/districts.   We ask that you report these action steps to the District and Conference 
officers.  We decided to keep the goals from 2015 and add a goal that focuses on our new priorities.  Please note that 
each goal starts the same…Pray, Learn, Mentor, and Take Action.  Remember, before we start anything, we pray. 

The 2016 Iowa United Methodist Women’s goals are: 
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1. Pray, Learn, Mentor and Take Action to involve others and overcome violence:  Domestic, Racial, Human 
Trafficking, Gender. 

2. Pray, Learn, Mentor and Take Action to seek and celebrate diversity in membership and leadership:  Age, Ability, 
Language, Ethnicity. 

3. Pray, Learn, Mentor and Take Action to nurture and build relationships:  Ecumenical, Multicultural, 
Intergenerational, Pastoral. 

4. Pray, Learn, Mentor and Take Action to promote justice:  Economic Inequality, Maternal & Child Health, Climate 
Justice, Mass Incarceration. 

Your action steps can be small or big, affect one person or a group, or be in UMW/church or community; just take 
action.   Tell someone about the domestic violence training events.   Mentor someone who doesn’t look like you or 
speak your language.  Nurture a child or your pastor.   As Jesus says … GO into the world!!  Being a United Methodist 
Woman is not passive but it is an alive and active journey to Pray, Learn, Mentor and Take Action!! 

 Gladys Alvarez 

1140  45
th

 Street, Des Moines, IA  50311-3414, 

515-277-7337 home, 515-244-2267 work, GKNA2001@aol.com 

Exciting Opportunity in 2017!!! 

The Iowa Conference United Methodist Women are leading a Mission Trip to Costa Rica in 2017.   We are going to 

Costa Rica March 11-18, 2017.  The cost of the trip will be about $1,700/person.  This will include plane fare, lodging, 

and mission work in the community.  We would like the trip participants to be intergenerational.  Any youth under 18 

must have an adult chaperone who is also going on the trip.   You must have a valid passport.  More details will be 

coming in the next newsletter.  Start planning your adventure and join us in Mission in 2017. 

Secretary 

ABOUT TIME            "The bad news is time flies. The good news is you're the pilot." - Michael Althsuler 

If you're like me, you sometimes wish there were more days in the week to get everything done.  Well, as 2016 is a Leap 
Year, we're in luck!  Leap Year was introduced by Julius Caesar over 2000 years ago to correct the "messiness" of our 
solar system.  As one earth year takes 365.2422 days, we need regular adjustments.  One extra day -- what do we do 
with it? 

"Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through Him." - Colossians 3:17 

A chapter in the UMW Reading Program book I Love Growing Older but I'll Never Grow Old by Iowa native J. Ellsworth 
Kalas, is entitled "Redeeming the Time".  Kalas analyzes four areas of life where we can invest time:  

 1) Relationships (family, friends, God) 
 2) Reading (for both pleasure and profit) 
 3) Traveling (seeing wonders everywhere) 
 4) Thinking (be selective -- avoid negative inner monologues) 

Time is a gift from God and we are all given the exact same amount.  We are each able to choose HOW to use this gift. 
Are we allocating this precious resource regularly for others and for the glory of God?  In Think Act Believe Like Jesus, 
Randy Frazee advises that we plan and prioritize our time.  In prayer, ask God for wisdom in using our time wisely.  God 
has a way of multiplying any resource given to Him (like the loaves and fishes).  Frazee suggests this daily prayer:  
"Father, my time is yours.  Show me, lead me, speak to me about what you want me to do, about how to use this 
precious gift wisely."  Then it's up to us to listen, trust, and obey! 

Blessings to you as you use your gifts for Iowa United Methodist Women.  Until next time... 
Shalom,Becky Heeren 

610 East Ross Street, Toledo, IA  52342-2052,  
641-484-3879 (H), 641-751-6024 (C), becky@alumni.iastate.edu 



Hawthorn Hill, Bidwell Riverside, Shesler Hall 

We are fortunate to have three United Methodist Women’s 
Institutions in Iowa.  If you have time to volunteer in any of 
these facilities please give them a call and find out what is 
needed.  It could be volunteering your time in the day care, 
the food pantry, sort clothing, mentor a family, donate items, 
volunteer for their fund raising events . . .  

Each Institution has times when they have major fund raising.  
On March 5

th
 Bidwell Riverside will have their pancake day.  

To support Bidwell why not have a pancake day in your 
church and send the funds to Bidwell.  Hawthorn Hill has their 
art day and auction.  Why not involve Children in your church 
and let them paint or draw pictures to sell for funds for 
Hawthorn Hill.  In the Fall, Shesler has a sleep out.  Have your 
youth do a sleep out to see how it is to be homeless and have 
to sleep out in the elements.  Have families sponsor them and 
donate the funds.  We need to involve our younger 
generations in Missions through the church.   

It's exciting what our Institutions do for those who struggle to 
make a living and to pick themselves up from Domestic 
Violence or Homelessness.   

New Directions Shelter in 2015 served 392 homeless mothers 
and children.  124 families – 268 children.  64% of our families 
were placed in more permanent housing.  74% of our 
mothers gained short or long term employment that looked 
for employment.  96% of our families obtained free or 
reduced cost childcare that needed the service.  42% of the 
families increased their income by 10% or more through 
employment and or mainstream benefits.   

The Home Connection in 2015 served 33 families – 154 
individuals including 112 children.  One family purchased 
their own home.  The families that completed the program in 
2015 had an approximately 97% increase in their monthly 
income compared to when they started the program.   

At Bidwell 1,287 children received new toys or a gift card plus 
a stocking stuffer and outer wear (hats and gloves), free 
turkeys were given away, 187 blankets were given to families, 
499 families were impacted by the Christmas giveaway.  
1,500 food items were given for the emergency aisle, 12,000 
diapers were donated from one church alone.  On 9/ 27 /15, 
7,750 clothing items were given away in 2 hours.  The day 
care continues to operate and maintains our level 5 
assessment, (great news). An AARP employee with office 
skills answers the phone and provides office support 18 hours 
a week.  We are grateful for Tim Shanahan acting as director 
at this time.    

Shesler Hall has a full time director, Kris Dam, who is 
challenging the residents to set goals.  We are dealing with a 
leak in the roof and hope to have that repaired soon.  The 
number of women fluctuates as women's lives change, but 
are usually at full capacity.   

If you have never visited our Institutions, please do so and 
see for yourself what wonderful ministries we are supporting 
and how lives are literally changed because of your donations 
and volunteering. 
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Treasurer 

Greetings to All Iowa UMW President and Treasurers, 

A new year has begun and it is time to make our goals for Mission Giving.  I hope each unit plans to be a 5-Star unit.  To 
meet this, all you need to do is (1) Send Pledge money, (2) Purchase one “Special Mission Recognition” pin (minimum 
pin $40), (3) Gift to Mission Card ($5), (4) Gift in Memory donation ($5), (5) World Thank Offering.  All the money 
received for these 5 types of giving plus the Penny A Day and Love Gift offering go toward Mission Giving and meeting 
the Iowa Conference pledge of $575,000 for 2016. 

I encourage everyone to read Response the official United Methodist Women magazine.  The February Response issue is 
devoted to Mission Around the World.  Maps are included showing where your money is spent and how the money is 
helping women, children and youth.  The following is a direct quote from the preface to the maps, “Our approach to 
mission is different from many Christian mission organizations in that United Methodist Women endeavors to empower 
women and youth to care for themselves and their families and to provide the leadership that their communities and 
nations sorely need.”   

I send my thanks to all of you for your giving in 2015.  Our pledge to National was $615,000.  The actual amount sent 
was $543,193.  The 2016 pledge is $575.000.  This means we will need to give more in our Mission Giving category but I 
know we can do it.  United Methodist Women are determined and when they set their mind to it, it will get done.  For 
instance, if you go out to eat and pay $10.00 for the meal, donate an exact amount to your local unit treasury.  One 
district has asked their units to “Skip One”.  If you are thinking about buying an item, stop and think if you really need it.  
You decide to “Skip One” you would give that money it would have cost to Mission Giving.  You would be surprised the 
extra money that could be raised and I bet most of us would not even miss it.   

In closing, I hope you had a happy holiday season, and will look forward to 2016 as a year of sharing with others in our 
world who are less fortunate than we.  

Blessings, Ritzanna Seaton 

1670 – 220
th

 St., Batavia, IA  52533,  
641-693-4145, rdseaton37@gmail.com

Mission Education and Interpretation 

As I write this report, it looks like spring! Local units are resuming meetings if they did not meet during the winter and are 
preparing for the year ahead. There is still time to read books from the Reading List and study books are now available for the 
new mission studies. This is the second year for the Latin America study and the first year for Climate Justice. The Spiritual 
Growth study is The Bible and Human Sexuality. Plan now to attend Mission u in either July or October. 

As part of my United Methodist Women Conference office, I am a member of the church conference Board of Global 
Ministries. This provides a good opportunity to show the church what the United Methodist Women do locally, nationally, and 
globally, and how we can all be in mission together. 

Shirley Pfeifer 

2471 Hwy 92, Washington, IA 
52353-9337, 319-653-5283, sapfeifer@iowatelecom.net 

Membership, Nurture and Outreach 

Greetings! 

My name is Betty Kiboko, I live in Marion where my husband serves as the East Central District superintendent.  We 
have four girls and three grandchildren.  I would like to thank you for allowing me to be your conference membership, 
nurture and outreach for the next two years.  By God's grace, we will journey and learn together as we continue to serve 
God and I trust that we are going to develop healthy relationship with our God and with each other. 

Betty Kiboko 

337 Barrington Parkway, Marion, IA  52303-4728,  
641-485-2368,bkiboko@gmail.com 



 

PLEASE NOTE:  District Social Action Coordinators are expected to attend 

one of these trainings.  Choose a date and place that is most convenient. 

THE FAITH COMMUNITY’S RESPONSE 
TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

       DATES AND PLACES:   March 3 - St. Paul’s Cedar Rapids 

Registration starts 9:00 am  March 8 - Cherokee UMC 

       with Program     March 29 - Aldersgate Urbandale 

      from 10 am – 3 pm   April 5 - Osceola UMC 

Fee:  $15.00 (individual)   April 12 - Atlantic UMC 

  [or $10.00 each      April 19 - Toledo UMC  

  for two or more     April 21 - Burlington First 

  from one church]       April 28 - Webster City Asbury 

         Clergy and laity are both encouraged to attend the most accessible date/place! 

This is a great opportunity to do ministry together! 

It is time to address this important issue.  It does impact our congregations.  You 

will receive training on how to recognize abuse and how to help those involved. 

Facilitators have been trained by FaithTrust Institute & United Methodist Women. 
 

Please send registrations to Lynn Calvert:  lyksmc@aol.com 

Mail to: 719 - 10
th

 Ave., Coralville, IA 52241 (or call 319-541-8367) 

 

Domestic Violence Worshops 

Domestic violence is my story.  The Pastors from whom I sought council and the church I attended were not helpful.  They 

did not know how to help.  The advice given could have been helpful and the church could have been supportive if they 

had known how.   

Please plan on attending one of the workshops.  Please encourage your Pastor(s) to attend.  Bring your husbands, sons, 

nephews, and friends. 

Since beginning to talk about this issue, many women have approached me with similar stories of sister’s, aunts, mothers, 

friends, and themselves.  This does happen to people in our congregations and it does affect all of us.  We can help. 

                     Lynn Calvert 

mailto:lyksmc@aol.com
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Mission for Social Action 

“SEEKING RACIAL JUSTICE” 

At this writing it is Black History Month, and I am reflecting on our February UMW Bible verse about finding God when we 
seek with our whole heart (Jer. 29:13).  If we are searching for God, we are surely searching for love, for 1 John 4:16 says “God 
is love.  Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.”  So if we are seeking to live in the love that is God in the midst of 
unrest after police involvement in the deaths of persons of color, of disproportionate numbers of black men who are 
incarcerated, of the wide disparity of wealth between white and African-American or Latino families, of communities of color 
that are located amid sources of dangerous pollution—what should we be doing about racial justice?   

The Charter for Racial Justice gives us some guidelines.  The Charter was first adopted by United Methodist Women in 1978 
and has been part of the policies of The United Methodist Church since 1980.  It is recommended by UMW for amending and 
re-adoption at the coming General Conference global meeting in May.  In its current form, it notes that “we believe that our 
struggle for justice must be based on new attitudes, new understandings and new relationships and must be reflected in the 
law, policies structures and practices of both church and state.”  What are some of these new attitudes and understandings?  
As Janis Rosheuvel, United Methodist Women’s executive for racial justice, points out in her March 2015 Response article, 
“The Enduring Call of the Charter for Racial Justice,” the Charter calls us to “work for… policies to protect the civil, political, 
economic, social and cultural rights of all people….”  She goes on to remind us that racism can be hidden/not easily seen, that 
persons of color need to be involved in decision-making processes, that white people need to listen deeply (seek with our 
whole heart?) to the racial realities of people of color “without judgment, defensiveness and without being buried under the 
torrent of guilt and shame for being white and having privilege and power,” and that everyone—whites included—is touched 
by racism.   

Further, when we realize that personal prejudices are only a small part of racism and that we are part of larger “legalized, 
institutionalized and self-perpetuating” systems that benefit some at the expense of others, then we can begin to 
meaningfully address racial inequality.  Jim Wallis of Sojourners recently reported the unbelievable results of a research poll 
on beliefs about police-involved killings (such as Tamir Rice, Sandra Bland, Eric Garner, and others):  80% of black Christians 
believed these killings were part of a larger pattern of police treatment, while 70% of white Christians (evangelical 
Protestants/white Catholics/mainline Protestants) believed they were just isolated incidents—almost polar opposites!  Wallis 
has a new book, America’s Original Sin, which you might want to add to your reading list in addition to many excellent 
selections offered by United Methodist Women in the Reading Program. 

What else can we do to seek racial justice besides listening with an open heart and educating ourselves about racism?  The 
General Commission on Religion and Race of The United Methodist Church has a list of 25 suggestions congregations can do to 
affirm diversity and challenge racism—visit the website www.gcorr.org or contact me for a Word version I can email or send 
you.  Some samples:  #1 is “Work with a congregation that is racially/ethnically different from yours on a common mission or 
community-based project.”  #19 is “Create a congregational environment that embraces diversity through artwork, posters, 
educational materials, toys, music, etc.”  GCORR also has a video “Vital Conversations” series that can be viewed via internet.  
In addition, the Science Center of Iowa in Des Moines has an exhibit through April 3rd called “RACE: Are We So Different?” that 
is worth exploring; SCI will also offer a free panel discussion on March 11th at 6 p.m. on “Recognizing Race: A Stacked System.”  
The African American Museum of Iowa in Cedar Rapids is another place to explore and support, and there are many cultural 
events and festivals during the year in Des Moines and throughout Iowa to add to our experiences with others.  I encourage 
you to do all you can wherever you are—read, study, discuss, act, and continually pray for wisdom and understanding! 

*  *  *  *  * 

Our new four-year priorities of Climate Justice, Mass Incarceration, Maternal & Child Health, and Economic Inequality do not 
mean that we will drop our current concerns about addressing domestic violence or human trafficking or immigrant issues—
these can connect and complement our work and understandings.  For instance, many immigrant women and children are 
being held in private prisons, toxic pollution in communities of color affects the health of mothers and children, sex trafficking 
victims are often arrested for prostitution and are trapped in a cycle of poverty and addictions.  You can begin to see some of 
the ways our new priorities will expand the work we are doing now as we transition! 

Rita Carter 

7218 El Rancho Ave., Windsor Heights, IA 50324, 
515-979-0605, ritaac@mchsi.com 

http://www.gcorr.org/
mailto:ritaac@mchsi.com


Mission u 

Each year our Iowa Conference United Methodist Women give you the opportunity to grow spiritually, to study issues 
facing us all, and to learn about people in other cultures through our Mission u classes.  The topics come to us each year 
from the National UMW.  For 2016, they are “The Bible and Human Sexuality: Claiming God’s Good Gift”, “Climate 
Justice: Call to Hope and Action” and “Latin America: People and Faith.” 

Here are the important facts to keep in mind: 

 Summer Mission u Sunday, July 17  4:00 p.m. - Wednesday, July 20 3:30 p.m.  
 Fall Mission u  Friday, October 21  5:00 p.m. - Sunday, October 23  3:30 p.m. 
 Both sessions will be held at the Iowa Valley Continuing Education Center in Marshalltown. 
 Brochures and registration forms should be available sometime in March in your mail, your inbox or on the 
Conference UMC website. 
 More information about studies for Latinas, Koreans, children and youth will be available a little later. 

The Iowa Conference UMW has chosen as our theme for all of 2016 “A Fresh Wind Blowing—Come Soar with Us.”  Our 
theme hymn will be “Spirit of God” #2117 in “The Faith We Sing.”  The theme scripture that we picked is John 3:8, “The 
wind blows wherever it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it 
goes.  So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

Now is the time to talk to your UMW group about helping some of your members or others in your church attend 
Mission u in 2016.  

As we all prepare for Mission u and this year’s work as United Methodist Women, we invite you to come soar with us. 

Justice so there may be Peace, 
Linda Peters, Dean 

380 12
th

 Avenue SW, Mt. Vernon, IA  52314-1008 
319-895-8714 (Home – preferred number)     612-802-4260 (Cell – use this to send a text) 

 Lpeters8714@msn.com (is checked often) 

 

Spiritual Growth 

Good morning, or good afternoon, whatever the case may be, Hello !  I am the new Spiritual Growth Coordinator for the 
Iowa Conference UMW.  I live in Humboldt and have been here for about 45 years, teaching for 33 of those years, and 
now am retired and busy with all kinds of volunteer projects. 

Our scripture for the month of Feb. is:  Jeremiah 29: 13 "  The Lord declares, "You will seek me and find me when you 
seek me with all your heart."  Of course we know we need to be constantly seeking the Lord, to stay close to Him and 
following His will for our lives.  Isn’t it great that we have God’s promise that that is all we have to do, "seek me with all 
your heart"?  No special place, no specific position, no matter our age, gender, or race. Just "seek" the Lord and He 
promises we will find Him.  We do need to be genuine and willing to seek with all our heart, not a halfhearted search, 
but our whole heart. 

This scripture is so fitting for the month of February, since we talk about ways to send our love to family and friends that 
are so special to us.  Many times the health services community reminds us to watch our diets and exercise routines in 
order to have healthy physical hearts.  Yes, do that as well, but of course always keep that spiritual heart even more 
healthy by keeping that connection to our Lord, seeking Him daily. 

Linda Stauffer 

201 4
th

 Avenue, South, Humboldt, IA  50548-2134 
515-332-5411   lstauffer@jumpgate.net 

  

mailto:lstauffer@jumpgate.net
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Registration:  $150 until May 13th at http.//www.ncjumc.org/ncjunited-methodist-women/. 

Double Tree Hilton Hotel Grand Rapids, Mi.  616 957-0100 - Identify yourself as a United Methodist Woman 
for the special rate of $92 a night.  Those who are rooming together make their own reservations.  Special rate 
ends May 22. 

Send Rita Vallery at 2818 Eisenhower Avenue, Ames Iowa, 50010  your name, address, phone number and cell 
number and unit you attend and town where you live so we know if we will be able to take a bus or need to 
arrange car pools by May 10th. 

We have two $225 scholarships.  Please send a note to Rita Vallery with name, address, phone number and  
e-mail address.  You must be a first time attendee to North Central Jurisdiction and say why you would like to 
attend.  I will need these by the end of April.  Send to Rita Vallery.  Address above.  Full details are in the 
February Connection on our web site or your president has the information.  Come join the celebration. 

 

United Methodist Missionary – Katherine Parker - Nepal 

The Iowa Conference is hosting Katherine Parker, a UM Missionary presently serving in Nepal.  Katherine has 
frequent flyer miles having served at the Asian Rural Institute in Japan, Practical Farmers of Ames, IA, with the 
Community Health and Agricultural Development program in Cambodia before her present position with the 
Health Team of the United Mission to Nepal.  Since the earthquake in Nepal she has been onsite dealing with 
this natural disaster.  

Ms. Parker has considerable experience with agricultural programs that include farming, rice co-ops, water, 
sanitation and hygiene, and working with livestock.  

A native of California her undergraduate and Master’s degrees are from educational institutions there. She has 
deep roots in United Methodism due to grandparents, aunt and cousins who have served as United Methodist 
clergy.  From a young age, Katherine wanted to be involved in mission work and to date she has had numerous 
assignments.  

We offer you and your church the opportunity for Katherine to share her stories.  Please find her itineration 
schedule.   We normally have missionaries from Africa but to have a missionary from Nepal is a rare treat.  You 
are welcome to invite other groups/churches to your event.  

You may find Katherine Parker’s missionary biography at: www.umcmission.org/parker.  Her Advance 
Special salary support number is #15187Z. 

Katherine Parker Itineration Schedule  

Mon. April 11  Arrive in Des Moines from Denver on UA 0723 at 3:29 PM  

7 PM,  New Hope,  Rev. Jon Gaul, 515 278 2097, jgaul@newhopedsm.org              
Sharon Smith, 515 277 7125/419 7082,wicketsblooms@aol.com, overnight 

Tues. April 12 10 AM     Rippey, Rev. Paul Burrow, 515 402 1842, burrowpi@yahoo.com  

  Noon       Jefferson, Rev. Julie Paulsen, 515 386 4411, juliaefpoulsen@gmail.com 

 5 PM       Gray,   Rev. Lori Shannon, 712 304 2010/653 3017,  
   jshannon@mmctsu.com, overnight                                        (Schedule continued on next page) 

http://www.umcmission.org/parker
mailto:wicketsblooms@aol.com
mailto:burrowpi@yahoo.com
mailto:juliaefpoulsen@gmail.com
mailto:jshannon@mmctsu.com
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Wed. April 13 AM Free  

  Noon lunch/Afternoon Storm Lake,  Caroline Kluver,  712 732 7901, cdklu@netscape.net 

  4:30 PM      Cherokee UMW meeting,  Rev. Cries Devious, 712 225 3955 
        Cris.decious@iaumc.net, meribethadams@outlook.com, overnight 

Thurs. April 14 AM Free 

  1:30 PM       Faith Parish (Gilmore), Rev. Alberta Ervin,  515 332 2083, alberta.ervin@iaumc.net 

5 PM             Sheffield/West Fork, Kathy Alden, 641 430 2025,   kalden@csumail.com, overnight 

Fri. April 15 AM Free 

  Noon           Fort Dodge 

Epworth, Rev. Tim Walker, 515 573 4415, 712 450 0201,  timwalker65@outlook.com 

 First, Rev. Andrea Kraushaar, 515 576 7586, revandreak@fumcfortdodge.org 

5 PM          Boxholm/Pilot Mound, Rev. Alaire Willits. alairew@gmail.com  515 846 6108         

Sat. April 16 Ames, Collegiate, overnight, Tim Gossett, 515 292 6936, tim@cwames.org 
   Ken/Bev Kruempel, 515 231 2074/5673, Kruempel@msn.com, overnight hosts 

Sun. April 17 Ames, Collegiate UMC, overnight 

Mon. April 18   Ames, Collegiate, take to Des Moines for UA 0596 flight to San Francisco, 9:08 AM departure 

Beverly Nolte, Missionary Itineration Coordinator, 515 266 4186, beverly.nolte@gmail.com 

 

 

SAVE the DATE 

Sunday June 5, 2016 

United Methodist Women Gathering 

during supper break 

Come eat and fellowship 

Program about Climate Justice 

Cost $10 ($2 will go to DV events) 

Wesley UMC 

Contact Gladys Alvarez 
515-277-7337 home, 515-244-2267 work, GKNA2001@aol.com 

mailto:decious@iaumc.net
mailto:meribethadams@outlook.com
mailto:alberta.ervin@iaumc.net
mailto:kalden@csumail.com
mailto:timwalker65@outlook.com
mailto:alairew@gmail.com
mailto:tim@cwames.org
mailto:beverly.nolte@gmail.com


 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 

Day of Giving – The Legacy Fund 
United Methodist Women members and groups around the country are getting 

ready for the second annual Day of Giving on March 23, 2016, part of the 

organization's five-year 150th anniversary culminating in 2019. 

The March 23 Day of Giving honors the day in 1869 when a small group of women 

braved a legendary torrential rain to gather at Tremont Methodist Episcopal Church 

in Boston, Massachusetts, and organized for mission. The women established the 

Woman's Foreign Missionary Society, a predecessor of United Methodist Women, 

and galvanized women around the country to raise money to send a doctor, Clara 

Swain, and a teacher, Isabella Thoburn, to India as missionaries to serve the 

women of that nation. 

A Day of Giving gifts go to The Legacy Fund, a permanent endowment that will 

support the mission outreach of future generations of United Methodist Women as 

they address the needs of women, children and youth of their day. Members in 

every conference participated in the first Day of Giving in 2015, giving more than 

$100,000 through online gifts, toll-free calls, smartphone texting and mailed-in 

checks. 

"Our foremothers are standing beside us through $1.3 million a year in interest on 

endowments that they established to support mission with women, children and 

youth today. That's a significant legacy," said Martha S. Knight, treasurer of United 

Methodist Women. "The Day of Giving is an opportunity for women today to give 

that kind of legacy to their daughters and granddaughters and nieces as they make 

mission happen with women, children and youth of their day. Thanks be to God." 

A Day of Giving will be a 24-hour giving festival. Members and friends may give:  

 Online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund. 
 By phone at 800-278-7771 - 8:00am - 6:00pm EST, Monday-Friday 
 Text Legacy150 to 41444 
 By check to Office of the Treasurer, United Methodist Women, 475 Riverside 

Drive, New York, NY 10115.  Write "The Legacy Fund" in the memo section. 

United Methodist Women members and friends may consider giving $15 or $150 or 

even $1,500 or more, in recognition of our upcoming 150th anniversary, or $18.69 

or $186.90 or even $1,869 or more, in recognition of the year of United Methodist 

Women's founding. 

A Day of Giving gifts are 100 percent tax deductible. Contributors will receive an 

immediate thank you and a printable tax receipt for 100 percent of their donation. 

Have you made your commitment to the Legacy Fund? 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001APgyGyLF_ayjhANBVce07MdoSDDy0xhsZ8_aEFv__HbYI2m34xXzxDTIHtK67CpJk6sPf4IVWVnUnHwTEdTLSPmt7ley_IOaAqWxAJPQU83lZ1jdhTz0mvAeWarNFdBZir-LJBMFxjTt4bUysbZzlx2lB-Pv_96gw5pQEh0rfc-JYUExEP_hqq9i81vQ9XQGD9HsrmW9YkY=&c=r5-hWdnwtxep6A-Wj8iXlglrt1CQCOzCl49wBrlDBrSvp-RM_veOMA==&ch=D01guA9UwPZaapAUO0lRyU0PTc0sNwvAZAZicnQRBbwfPSx-AA7s2w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001APgyGyLF_ayjhANBVce07MdoSDDy0xhsZ8_aEFv__HbYI2m34xXzxMubWPwcRpQZABcIZKdl62egtEyGYKhl5XCkKfqyTUfRgB_MnDdeP14IqVSpB4XdaeXe0qwVTJnRbv0mEXU2V7yWIDxcbSR1iWu2Z9hY2fH7lUL2ESmmbavE-bygj9vn5Ayruspc0nPHnHGDaumo2T8=&c=r5-hWdnwtxep6A-Wj8iXlglrt1CQCOzCl49wBrlDBrSvp-RM_veOMA==&ch=D01guA9UwPZaapAUO0lRyU0PTc0sNwvAZAZicnQRBbwfPSx-AA7s2w==
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United Methodist Women National 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 

United Methodist Women 
Mission Resource Center 

www.umwmissionresources.org 

Iowa UMW Website 
www.iaumc.org/umw 

Date Event 

March 29 Faith Community Response to Domestic Violence – Urbandale Aldersgate (C) 
  

April 5 Faith Community Response to Domestic Violence – Osceola  

April 9 Laity Day with Bishop Trimble, TBA 

April 12 Faith Community Response to Domestic Violence – Atlantic First (SW) 

April 19 Faith Community Response to Domestic Violence – Toledo Christ (NE) 

April 21 Faith Community Response to Domestic Violence – Burlington 1st Libertyville (SE) 

April 28 Faith Community Response to Domestic Violence – Webster City Asbury (NC) 
  

May 6 May Friendship Day (Church Women United) 
  

June 4-6 Iowa Annual Conference of United Methodist Church, Hy-Vee Hall, Des Moines 

June 5 United Methodist Women Gathering at Annual Conference  Wesley UMC 

June 24-26 North Central Jurisdiction Quadrennial, Grand Rapids, MI 
  

July 17 District Officer Training Event (DOTE), 1-3 p.m. Iowa Valley Conference Center, Marshalltown 

July 17-20 Summer Mission u, Iowa Valley Conference Center, Marshalltown 
  

September 2 Human Relations Day (Church Women United) 

September 17 East Central District Annual Meeting, Cedar Rapids Lovely Lane 

September 17 South Central District Annual Meeting, Knoxville 

September 22 Northeast District Annual Meeting, Fayette 

September 24 Central District Annual Meeting, Altoona 

September 24 North Central District Annual Meeting, Ogden 

September 24 Northwest District Annual Meeting, Laurens 

September 24 Southeast District Annual Meeting, Burlington First 

September 24 Southwest District Annual Meeting, Denison 
  

October 8 Iowa Conference United Methodist Women Annual Meeting, Decorah 

October 21-23 Fall Mission u, Iowa Valley Conference Center, Marshalltown 
  

November 4 World Community Day (Church Women United) 

November Leadership Development Days, St. Louis, MO 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://www.umwmissionresources.org/
http://www.iaumc.org/umw

