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Where Dreams Take Flight 
 
United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio, was founded in 1871 by Milton Wright, a Bishop in 
The Church of the United Brethren in Christ and father of aviation pioneers Wilbur and Orville 
Wright. The Wright brothers had a passionate dream of developing the first successful "flying 
machine." They experienced great difficulties, hardships and setbacks in achieving their dream. 
Through their determination and commitment, however, their dream eventually was fulfilled, 
and they were the first human beings to achieve sustained flight.  
 
God often plants a vision or dream in someone's heart to become a full-time servant of Jesus 
Christ. In St. Peter's sermon on Pentecost, Peter quotes the prophet Joel who said, "God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and 
your young men shall see visions and your old men shall dream dreams" (Acts 2:17). When God 
pours out the Spirit on someone and calls them into ministry, United seeks to partner with that 
person in helping them to grow spiritually and intellectually in achieving their God-given call and 
dream.  
 
In the fall of 2016, 418 students enrolled at United to answer God's call and vision for their lives.1 
Our prayer is that God will use United to prepare these students to become faithful, fruitful and 
effective pastors and church leaders who make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world. According to a recent survey, 86% of our graduates are either currently serving in 
local congregations or are retired from serving in local congregations.2 United alumni/ae are 
making an impact. 
 
On January 1, 2017, United celebrated the beginning of a new partnership in ministry with 
Methodist Theological School in Ohio (MTSO). United has become an extension site for the 
Course of Study School of Ohio located at MTSO, providing a convenient hybrid program for 
part-time pastors pursuing a local pastor’s license. Through United’s Course of Study, pastors 
experience a Friday-Saturday weekend on campus and finish coursework online over the weeks 
that follow. Courses are offered four times per year.  
 
If you feel God calling you to serve in any form of Christian ministry, we encourage you to go 
online to united.edu to discover the option that fits your ministry and calling. May God bless you 
as you respond to God's dream for your life to serve in either the ordained, commissioned or lay 
ministry.  
 
Grace and Peace,  
Dr. Kent Millard  
President, United Theological Seminary 
 
 
1 Fall 2016 headcount of masters’ and doctoral students enrolled in courses. 
2 According to the 2014 United alumni/ae survey.  


