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“See! The winter is past, the rains are over and gone.  Flowers appear on the earth.  The 

season of singing has come.  The cooing of the turtledoves is heard in our land.”   

  Song of Solomon  2: 11-13. 
 

As we celebrated the glory of Resurrection, our spirits were renewed and we are ready to face 

all challenges with vigor.   

In this “season of singing,” we will gather for our Day Apart at Carson United Methodist 

Church.  Spiritual Growth Coordinator Carol Rogers has an inspirational program planned.  

We encourage every member to attend.  Through the years, Day Apart has brought messages 

that spoke to my heart, as well providing fellowship with dear women.  This is a day to renew, 

refresh, and recharge.  We all need the reassurance that we were “Created for Happiness!”    

Thank you to all individual women and units who contributed to the Annual Day of 

Giving on March 23.  It is important to maintain the services to women and youth throughout 

the world into the future. 

I do hope that you all have enjoyed your shepherdess at your meetings, or you are 

making arrangements to include them in your future meetings.  I know we, your district 

officers, so enjoy sharing time with each other. 

T.E.A.M. meetings will be held June 20 at Coon Rapids, Orient, Hawthorne, and Dunlap 

and we are again eager to meet with everyone that day.  It is true that Together Everyone 

Achieves More! 

I truly hope to see each of you at the upcoming events. 

May you find joy and peace in your daily walk,  

  Irene      

        

Irene Dodder, Southwest District President 

216 Cloverdale Drive, Council Bluffs, IA  51503-1507; 712-328-3206; 
idodder01@cox.net  

 
 

 

PURPOSE - - The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose 

is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative, suppor- 

tive fellowship, and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. 

 

April 2016 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – from Irene Dodder 

mailto:idodder01@cox.net
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Vice-President – Sharlee Owens 
 

Hi, everyone!  I hope you’re ready to go to the T.E.A.M. meeting on June 20, 8:30 – 11:00.  We get to eat, visit with 

neighboring ladies, and enjoy some time to share.  The North location is Coon Rapids, East is Orient, South is 

Hawthorne (my unit), and West is Dunlap.  Hope one of those locations works for you, and you have a good visit! 
 

Sharlee Owens, 1514 210th Street, Red Oak, 51566-4425; 712-623-2056 
 

Secretary/Communications Coordinator – Judy Marnin 

 Our snowbirds should be home by now, so we’ll hope that this issue goes to everyone correctly!  Our 

mailing list is in pretty good shape this year, thanks to all of you who answered phone messages and sent in your 

officers.  It’s important to keep in touch.  And there are still a few units for whom I have no email address.  If 

even one person in your unit has email, that’s a big help for keeping up to date.  If you haven’t sent at least one to 

me, please do.  Thanks so much for helping keep United Methodist Women strong in the Southwest District! 
  

Judy Marnin, 52635 770th Street, Anita, 50020; (H) 712-762-4415; (C) 712-249-3557; jjmarnin@midlands.net 
 

Program Resources – Betty Smallen and Betsy Henry 
 
 “This book . . . shall not depart out of your mouth; but you shall 
meditate therein day and night, that you may observe to do according 
to all that is written therein: for then you shall make your way 
prosperous, and then you shall have good success.”  
Joshua 1:8 

 Howdy, y’all:  from the Snow-bird Texan!  I will 
be heading north soon.  Betty and I have been 
communicating some this winter, but are looking 
forward to our first responsibility at Day Apart! 
  Betty and I have been a Program Resource 
team for our local unit, Salem United Methodist 
Women, for a long time, and we hope to take over 
where Sandra Welch left off.  Thanks, Sandy, for a great 
job! 
 Our local unit has won “Most Readers” for four 
years now, and we take the Reading Program very 
seriously!  

 
 At Day Apart, you can bring in the books you 
have read, and pick up some new ones.  If you haven’t 
read the 2012 book The Immortal Life of Henrietta 
Lacks, I would highly recommend it.  It will expire 
soon. 
 
 Keep reading! 
 

 Betsy 

Betty Smallen, 225 12th Avenue, Council Bluffs 51503-6586; 402-401-8998; srbabc@cox.net 
Betsy Henry, 109 Somerset, Council Bluffs 51503-5547; 712-323-1474; belonhenry@aol.com  
 

Education and Interpretation – Margot Young 
 

I Peter 4:10 (NIV) "Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 

stewards of God's grace in its various forms."   The Spiritual Growth Study about Created for Happiness will be 

our Day Apart at the United Methodist Church in Carson on April 28, 2016.  This will count as a mini-study on 

your Mission Study Report.  See the flyer in this newsletter. The registration form for Mission u is also in this newsletter, 

but it may also be found online at www.laumc.org/missionuformerlysocm.   July 17-26 is the date for the summer 

session.  Topics for study this year are The Bible & Human Sexuality, Latin America, or Climate Justice.  For the last 

several years, very few Southwest District women have attended Mission u, missing a great opportunity of fun, 

food, and fellowship!   I hope to see many of you Southwest District United Methodist Women there this year! 

Margot 

Margot Young, 536 Vine Street, Carson 51525-4369, 712-484-3677, margotyoung@gmx.com 

mailto:jjmarnin@midlands.net
mailto:srbabc@cox.net
mailto:belonhenry@aol.com
http://www.laumc.org/missionuformerlysocm
mailto:margotyoung@gmx.com
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Spiritual Growth – Carol Rogers 

 “Don’t get tired of doing what is good. Don’t get discouraged and give up, for we will reap a harvest of blessing at the 
appropriate time.” Galatians 6:9 
 

I hope you had a blessed Easter. 
Our Lenten services have really 
gotten me to think about how 
thankful we should be. God loves us 
so much. Our blessings mount up 
and up. We can’t name them all. Do 

we love Him enough? One way we can show Him our 
love is to show others our love for them, because he 
loves them as much as He loves us. 
 I have recently reread the spiritual growth book 
Created for Happiness: Understanding Your Life in God. 
It has some insightful thoughts on that and much more. 

Please plan to attend our Day Apart gathering at the  
Carson United Methodist Church on April 28. This book 
is the study that we will be doing.  You will enjoy it and 
our speaker Brody Tubaugh, the pastor of the Carson 
Church.  
 We will also have a wonderful luncheon, because 
the District UMW officers will be bringing the salads that 
we will be eating. There is no cost. We just request your 
presence.  I hope you will plan to join us for lots of 
excellent fellowship. 

    

  Carol 

 

Carol Rogers, 604 West Temple, Lenox, IA  50851-1502; 641-333-4391; carogers12@yahoo.com  

 

Membership Nurture and Outreach – Kathy Twigg       
 

 I want to thank all the Units for sending, calling, and e-mailing me your Unit Membership Reports.  We 

have a lot of United Methodist Women in the SW District sharing the faith and love of our Lord.  So 

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.”  Psalm 100:1.   

Remember to seek contact with all women of the church to discover their needs and special interests 

and keep the leadership team informed about those need and interests. 

    I look forward to seeing you on April 28, for A Day Apart in Carson.           Kathy 

Kathy Twigg, 107 North 9th St., Guthrie Center, IA 50115-1414; (Cell) 641-757-1450; kdtwigg@netins.net 

Treasurer – Helen Pollock 
 
Happy Spring to all of you!     
 Just a reminder – what used to be called School 
of Christian Mission or School of Mission, is now called 
“Mission u.”  On the remittance form it is clear at the 
bottom right above the “total” space, because it is an 
administrative cost, not a mission project.  It does not 
matter if you list it up in the main part of the page, I’ll get 
it into the right fund.  The suggested amount for 
supporting Mission u is $1 per member this year, the 
same as Shesler Hall, Hawthorn Hill, and Bidwell-
Riverside.   
 The state treasurer has told me that the “best 
way” to support the national Legacy Fund is to send your 
unit’s donation (or your personal donation) straight to 
the national fund.  The choices that were outlined in our 

February Airwaves are still usable. 
 Please feel welcome to call 
or email when you have questions. 
We’re having major problems with 
the landline, so I recommend that 
you call my cell phone: 712-370-5999.  Remember that 
your blue 2017 Pledge Form is due by June 30, 2016. I’ve 
already received many – thank you! 
As always, thank you for continuing to serve your local 
unit so well. 
 

Helen Pollock 
 

Helen Pollock, 34167 Rains Avenue, Malvern 51551-
4105; 712-370-5999 (cell); helenp2@wildblue.net 

 

mailto:carogers12@yahoo.com
mailto:kdtwigg@netins.net
mailto:helenp2@wildblue.net
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
T.E.A.M. Meetings (Together Everyone Achieves More) 

 

Join us for a fun morning get-together to meet as  
United Methodist Women in each subdistrict. 

 

We will have coffee, visit with friends from neighboring units, enjoy a brief 
program with some of your district officers, and share praises and challenges. 

 

Monday morning, June 20 
Coffee 8:30 – 9:00, over by 11:00 or 11:30a.m. 

 

Thanks to these units for hosting! 
North—Coon Rapids; East—Orient; South—Hawthorne;  West—Dunlap 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Nominations Committee – Patricia Curtis, Chair 
 

Just a note from your Nominations Committee that as you review the open positions approaching this fall, the 

current officer holding that position may well have suggestions as to who could or would be a successful 

successor.  Continue to talk and visit with members about the openings coming up and continue to share 

information about the office and offer to answer any questions.  Serving is a gift and we need to locate those 

individuals who will share their gifts with units.  Blessings to all of you as you find your leaders! 

Pat Curtis, Chair, 1 Oak Knoll Road, Red Oak, 51566-1755; 712-623-6307; patswett7@gmail.com 
Donna Clark, 3094 265th Street, Villisca 50864; 712-826-5132 (h); 712-621-3487 ©; djclark@myemtc.com 
Sheri Watson, 21832 Covena Circle, Council Bluffs 51503-3910; 712-322-7356; sdw0518@aol.com 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

There’s a Fresh Wind Blowing – and you are invited to join us! 
North Central Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meeting 

June 24 – 26, 2016, Grand Rapids, MI 
 

This is the time we elect new Directors for the United Methodist Women.  Come, watch the 
voting process – meet your new jurisdictional team—hear addresses by: 

 Harriet Jane Olsen, United Methodist Women’s General Secretary/Chief Executive Officer; 
 Yvette K. Richards, President of the United Methodist Women’s National Office; and  
 Andris Salter, Assistant General Secretary of National and International Ministries. 

  
Register online -- complete information for registration, lodging, and parking – at  

www.ncjumc.org/ncj-united-methodist-women/ 
Registration is $150 until May 13, then $195.  Make your own hotel reservations at Doubletree 
Hilton (616-957-0100).  Mention “United Methodist Women” for the special rate. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

mailto:patswett7@gmail.com
mailto:djclark@myemtc.com
mailto:sdw0518@aol.com
http://www.ncjumc.org/ncj-united-methodist-women/
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Southwest District United Methodist Women 

 

Spiritual Growth  

Day Apart 
Thursday, April 28 

Carson UMC 
310 Washington Street, Carson, IA 

 

 

Speaker- Pastor Brody Tubaugh 
 

Coffee and Registration: 9:00 – 9:30 

Program: 9:30 – 2:30 
 

Spiritual Growth Study: 

Created For Happiness:Understanding Your Life In God 
Bring the study book if you have it. 

 

 

Lunch provided by the District UMW Officers 

Offering accepted for Southwest District Pledge 
 

No reservations needed. 

Come enjoy renewal and fellowship! 
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Social Action – Cherie Miner 

It’s time to serve the “least”! 

 Jesus let the children come to him, and he directed his disciples that serving children, served God. 

In Iowa, United Methodists have an opportunity to live out that mission. Right now, education funding is being 

debated at the statehouse.  Current “compromise” legislation for a 2.25 percent increase, which continues years 

of underfunding Iowa’s schools, is nearing approval. Meanwhile, local school districts are announcing staff and 

program cuts for the coming year.  When will we raise our voices to demand full funding for our children’s 

education?  Please contact your state legislators and tell them Iowa kids deserve quality schools. 

 Additionally, Iowa United Methodists have a chance to Change a Child’s Story by pledging to give 

books and time to help poor children learn to read.  In 2012, roughly 1 in 4 Iowa fourth-graders scored below 

proficient level on the state reading test.  Research indicates that a quarter of kids who are behind in reading by 

the 4th grade will eventually drop out of school, making them more likely to experience other hardships, 

including jail time.  The academic and economic futures of almost 90,000 young Iowans are at risk.  

 “Almost anyone can read to a child and help that child to read back to them,” said the Rev. Clint Twedt-

Ball of the Poverty to Opportunity task force, created last year to help identify ways the church can lead and 

facilitate anti-poverty measures. 

  “This is something that we all can be a part of – changing a child’s life by helping a child to be able to 

read,” said Iowa United Methodist Bishop Julius C. Trimble.  “It’s not about politics.  It’s about a passion for 

children and closing the gap between those who are in poverty and those who succeed in the educational 

journey of life.” 

 If you need ideas to help your church get involved, please contact me.  I’d be happy to share ideas, 

information and success stories. You can also see more at:         

                   http://www.iaumc.org/povertytoopportunity#sthash.Pc0HEPrA.dpuf 

 Finally, mark your calendars to attend the Domestic Violence Training at Atlantic UMC on April 

12. Bring your pastor and friends to learn how your church can help. 
  

     Blessings & shalom,   

                              Cherie 

Cherie Miner, 1129 South Avenue, Elliott, 51532-5051, 712-767-2724, minadams@netins.net 
 
****************************************************************************************** 

Upcoming Southwest District and Iowa Conference Events and Deadlines 
April 28  Day Apart, Carson UMC 
June 3 - 6 Iowa Annual Conference of United Methodist Church, Iowa Event Center, Des Moines 
June 20  T.E.A.M. meetings:  Coon Rapids, Orient, Hawthorne, Dunlap (see story inside) 
June 24-26 North Central Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meeting, Grand Rapids, MI 
June 30  Deadline for Reading Program, Mission Study, Mission Today reports 
July 17-20 Summer Mission u, Marshalltown 
September 24 Southwest District Annual Meeting, Denison UMC 
October  8 Iowa Conference UMW Annual Meeting, Decorah 
October 21-23 Fall Mission u, Marshalltown 
October 27 Mission Study Day,  Griswold UMC 
October 31 List of 2017 officers to District Secretary 
December 1 Final day for Treasurer to count 2016 remittances 

http://www.iaumc.org/features/949431
http://www.iaumc.org/povertytoopportunity#sthash.Pc0HEPrA.dpuf
mailto:minadams@netins.net

