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        Southwest District United Methodist Women 
 
 

  
  

  

”Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” John 13:34 (NRSV) 

 My time at Mission u 2017 was a marvelous learning experience.  More importantly, it was an awesome experience 
to feel God’s love reflected in the love that United Methodist Women poured out to me and each other.  Love holds 
miracles. 

 Annual Day, Thursday, September 21 at Lenox promises to be a day for S.W. District women to celebrate our 
achievements, to act out our mission giving, to honor our former members, and find strength and inspiration together to 
go forward in service and love.   We will bring our gifts for the National Institutions of Bidwell-Riverside, Hawthorn Hill, and 
Shesler Hall.  The money collected that day will be given toward our pledge.  I want to honor our members who have 
passed this year.  Please send me the names of members of your units who have passed since our last Annual Day so their 
lives can be remembered in a short ceremony.  Lenox UMW and your district officers are hard at work making this a 
beautiful day.  Please join us!  We need you! 

 Mission u is October 20 -22 in Marshalltown.  Remember that you do not need to be an officer to attend.  It is a 
spiritual experience as well as informative.  We will have information available at Annual Day.   

  October 27 will be our Mission Study in Audubon.  We are so delighted that Rev. Diana Northcutt who taught at 
Mission u will be leading the study on Missionary Conferences.  This was a study that we all enjoyed!  I am sure the day will 
be rewarding to you. 

 Please continue to try to connect your shepherdess.  We officers are so happy to have the opportunity to get to 
know you even better. 

 

Love in mission,    Irene       

 
Irene Dodder, Southwest District President 
 
216 Cloverdale Drive, Council Bluffs, IA  51503-1507; 712-328-3206; idodder01@cox.net  
 
 
 
 

PURPOSE - - The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose 

is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative, suppor- 

tive fellowship, and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 2017 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – from Irene Dodder 

mailto:idodder01@cox.net


Pg. 2     August 2017 

 

  

 

Southwest Airwaves 

  

 

Program Resources – Betty Smallen and Betsy Henry 
 

We just returned from Mission U in Marshalltown, where we had a good time, excellent teachers, and best of all good 
food. 

The deadline for turning in reading program reports has ended on June 30.  But it is not too late to continue to send them 
in.     

I would like to recommend a book from the reading program.  “I LOVE GROWING OLDER BUT I’LL NEVER GROW OLD” by  J. 
Ellsworth Kalas.  Some of the statements in the book which hit home for me were : “Growing older is a process. Growing 
old is a conclusion.   Older is a journey.  Old is a destination.”  “Have nothing to do with growing old –but fall in love with 
growing older.” 

He quotes from Psalm 92:14: “In old age they still produce fruit, are always green and full of sap.” 

He concludes the book, which is filled with great wisdom and help for both the ”olderly” and those in the process of 
growing older, with this statement. 

“Look with grace and faith on the past, including the days in the wilderness, then look off to God’s heaven, and give thanks.  
Whatever this life has been, by God’s grace and mercy, the best is yet to come.” 

Betty Smallen, co-program resources secretary, who, by the way, is growing “olderly” but neither elderly or old. 

Betty Smallen, 225 12th Avenue, Council Bluffs 51503-6586; 402-401-8998; srbabc@cox.net 
Betsy Henry, 109 Somerset, Council Bluffs 51503-5547; 712-323-1474; belonhenry@aol.com  
 

 

Education and Interpretation – Judy Marnin 
 

 
Micah 6:8—“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 

And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and 

to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”  (NIV) 

Micah 6:8 is our theme scripture of Mission u for this 

year, with the theme “We Are Called!” Nearly 150 

persons were called to come to Summer Mission u.  It 

was a successful event, with increased attendance, well-

received classes, wonderful music, delicious food, 

inspiring worship, and renewed commitment to United 

Methodist Women.   We were so pleased to have a nice 

turnout and several first-timers from the Southwest 

District!   The fall event is scheduled for October 20-22, 

with deadline for registration September 20.  Our 

district Annual Meeting is the 21st, so you could no doubt 

still register then.  I encourage you to attend!  You’ll love 

it! 

 And our Southwest District Mission Study Day 

will be the following Saturday, October 28, at Audubon 

UMC.  Be sure to see the flyer in this newsletter for 

details.  We’re so pleased to have Rev. Diana Northcutt 

of Salem UMC as our presenter on that day.  Pastor Diana 

is one of the leaders of the Missionary Conferences class, 

and her experiences in the Oklahoma Conference made 

her class very interesting.  We’re fortunate to have her in 

our district, and available on that date!  Be sure to bring a 

carload.  Attendance by your members counts as a mini-

study on the Mission Study report form. 

Judy  

Judy Marnin, 52635 770th Street, Anita, IA 50020; (H) 712-762-4415; (C) 712-249-3557; jjmarnin@midlands.net  
 
 
 

 

mailto:srbabc@cox.net
mailto:belonhenry@aol.com
mailto:jjmarnin@midlands.net
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Spiritual Growth – Carol Rogers 

“Blessed are those who hear the word of God and put it into practice.” Luke 11:28 NLT 

We are certainly in the hot days of summer, aren’t we? Today we have a little rain and I am enjoying every bit of it.  Our 
scripture for August mentions hearing the word and putting it into practice. This part of summer is often when we take a 
vacation. I hope that you aren’t taking a vacation from your church family, too. Church attendance is often put on the back 
burner because there are so many things to do. No matter where you are, a church is near even if it isn’t your home 
church. Jesus is always with you, but fellowship with other Christians is also important. Then listen to God’s Word for your 
life at this moment. Isn’t it interesting how the Spirit often opens our heart to things at just the right moment? But we have 
to be receptive. Being in God’s house and hearing the reading of God’s Word helps keep our hearts open. The next step is 
finding a way to practice what the message says. That is harder I think, but with His help we can achieve it. 
 
Summer mission u is over but there is still time to register for the fall one. The spiritual growth study is Living as a Covenant 
Community. It was a super study of the covenants recorded in the Bible. If you don’t have a registration form, you can get it 
from www.iaumc.org/missionuformerlysocm. It is due by Sept. 20. There is a study for children and also for youth. The 
study books may be ordered from www.umwmissionresources.org/.  I hope you will try to attend. We had a very good 
attendance from the Southwest District in the summer one. It was great to see. 
 
I hope to see you at our District Annual Day in Lenox on September 21.  God’s blessings to you. 
 

 Carol 
 

Carol Rogers, 604 West Temple, Lenox, IA  50851-1502; 641-333-4391; carogers12@yahoo.com  

 

Treasurer – Helen Pollock 
 

Summer Greetings to all Treasurers, 

Thank you to all who sent in your pledge 
amounts for 2018.  Your response helps determine the 
district pledge to the state.  As of June 30, we have sent 
in $30,339 of the $65,000 we pledged for 2017.  Please 
be generous – it is ok to send more than you pledged. 

 
I hope you will attend the officer’s training in 

September at Lenox.  If you can’t come, could you please 
make arrangements with someone else to pick up your 
treasurer’s packet of important information. 

 
Please send in a remittance form with every 

check.  The requested amount for Bidwell-Riverside, 
Shesler Hall, and Hawthorn Hill is $1 per member, but 

again it is wonderful if you can be overachievers and 
send more for these national projects located in Iowa. 
 
Please do NOT send me money for the Legacy Fund.  It 
does directly to national at:  

Office of the Treasurer / United Methodist 
Women National Office 
 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1503 / New York, NY 
10115 
 
I am happy to answer questions via phone, email, mail, or 
Facebook. 
 
Thanks for everything you do for Christ through UMW.   

Helen 

Helen Pollock, 34167 Rains Avenue, Malvern 51551-4105; 712-370-5999 (cell); helenp2@wildblue.net 

 
  

http://www.iaumc.org/missionuformerlysocm
http://www.umwmissionresources.org/
mailto:carogers12@yahoo.com
mailto:helenp2@wildblue.net
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Nominations Committee – Donna Clair, Chair 
 

“Thank you” to the nomination committee for being so successful in locating our new Officers for 2018.  We are excited 
to work with these new members and especially thankful to all of you for saying “yes” when asked to serve.  We welcome 
you! 
 
It is with great pleasure to add each of you to our team.  This is a year-round effort locating women with special skills to 
fill our needs.  We thank you!  We are looking forward to having another “fantastic year” serving as United Methodist 
Women of the Southwest District. 
 

Committee on Nominations 
 
 Donna Clark, Chair  Laura Amos 
 3094 265th St  51969 Dogwood Rd 
 Villisca, IA 50864  Griswold, IA 51535-4121 
 712-826-5132 (home)   712-789-0195 (cell) 
 712-621-3487 (cell)   
                                           djclark@myfmtc.com 

 
Patricia Curtis 
1 Oak Knoll Rd 

Red Oak, IA 51566-1755 
712-623-6307 

patswett7@gmail.com 
  

mailto:djclark@myfmtc.com
mailto:patswett7@gmail.com
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Southwest Iowa District United Methodist Women Officers 2018 

 
 
President  Vice President 
Irene Dodder Year 3  
216 Cloverdale Dr   
Council Bluffs, IA 51503-1507  
712-328-3206    
irenedodder01@gmail.com  
 
 
 
Secretary Communications Coordinator  Treasurer 
 Bethany Watson Year 2 Helen Pollock Year 5 
 Council Bluffs, IA 51503-3910 712-370-5999 (cell) 
 712-435-9844 (cell)  helenp2@wildblue.net 
 ellasmom.bw@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Coordinators 
 
Education & Interpretation Spiritual Growth Social Action 
Judy Marnin Year 2 Carol Rogers Year 4 Cherie Miner Year 4 
52635 770th St  604 W Temple 1129 S Avenue 
Anita, IA 50020-8938  Lenox, IA 50851-1502 Elliott, IA 51532-5051 
712-762-4415 (home)  641-333-4391 712-767-2724 
712-249-3557 (cell)  carogers12@yahoo.com minadams@netins.net 
jjmarnin@midlands.net 
 
 
 
Membership Nurture & Outreach Co-Secretaries of Program Resources 
Pat Means Year 2 Betty Smallen Year 3 Betsy Henry Year 3 
2873 102nd St  225 12th Ave 109 Somerset 
PO Box  Council Bluffs, IA 51503-6586 Council Bluffs, IA 51503-5547 
Villisca, IA 50864-6976  402-401-8998 712-323-1474 
712-826-5022  srbabc@cox.net belonhenry@aol.com 
meansdp@myfmtc.com 
 
 

Committee on Nominations 
 
Donna Clark, Chair Year 4 Laura Amos Year 2 
3094 265th St  51969 Dogwood Rd 
Villisca, IA 50864  Griswold, IA 51535-4121 
712-826-5132 (home)   712-778-2246 
712-621-3487 (cell)  712-789-0195 (cell) 
djclark@myfmtc.com 

mailto:irenedodder01@gmail.com
mailto:helenp2@wildblue.net
mailto:ellasmom.bw@gmail.com
mailto:carogers12@yahoo.com
mailto:minadams@netins.net
mailto:jjmarnin@midlands.net
mailto:srbabc@cox.net
mailto:belonhenry@aol.com
mailto:meansdp@myfmtc.com
mailto:djclark@myfmtc.com
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SW DISTRICT 2017  SHEPHERDING LIST 
 

Every year our district officers visit several local units.  Be sure to send your shepherdess a copy of your 

yearbook, and invite her to meeting or a special event.  Shepherdesses are prepared to update you on 

district happenings, to give a lesson, or to just visit. ADAIR   Judy Marnin   

 HARLAN, FIRST            Betsy Henry/Betty Smallen  

ANITA   Helen Pollock    HAWTHORNE  Pat Curtis 

ATLANTIC  Laura Amos    HAZEL DELL  Carol Rogers 

AUDUBON  Judy Marnin    HENDERSON  Sharlee Owens 

AVONDALE  Sharlee Owens   HILLSDALE  Laura Amos 

BAYARD  Gail Wallin    IRWIN   Irene Dodder 

BEDFORD  Gail Wallin    KIRKMAN  Irene Dodder 

BOWMAN CHAPEL Judy Marnin    LANESBORO  Irene Dodder 

BRADDYVILLE  Pat Curtis    LENOX   Donna Clark 

BRIDGWATER  Carol Rogers    LEWIS UCC-UMC Pat Means 

BUCK CREEK  Donna Clark    LINDEN  Gail Wallin 

CARROL, FIRST Judy Marnin    LOGAN  Laura Amos 

CARSON  Pat Means    LOHRVILLE  Cherie Miner 

CLARINDA, FIRST Donna Clark    MACEDONIA  Betsy Henry/Betty Smallen 

CLEARFIELD  Pat Curtis    MALVERN  Donna Clark 

COON RAPIDS,FIRST   Cherie Miner    MANNING  Judy Marnin 

CORNING  Gail Wallin    MASSENA  Sharlee Owen    

CB, BROADWAY           Laura Amos    MERCER CENTER Sharlee Owens 

CB, EPWORTH               Helen Pollock    MISSOURI VALLEY       Betsy Henry/ Betty Smallen 

CB, FIFTH AVENUE Betsy Henry/Betty Smallen  MODALE  Beth Watson 

CB, SALEM  Beth Watson    NOBLE CENTER Pat Means 

CB, ST. MARK’S Betsy Henry/Betty Smallen  NORTHBORO  Beth Watson 

CUMBERLAND  Carol Rogers    ORIENT  Carol Rogers 

DENISON, FIRST Laura Amos    PANORA  Cherie Miner 

DOW CITY, FIRST Irene Dodder    SCRANTON  Helen Pollock 

DUNLAP, FIRST Irene Dodder    SHAMBAUGH  Beth Watson 

EMERSON  Helen Pollock    STRAHAN  Helen Pollock 

FARRAGUT  Gail Wallin    STRATTON  Beth Watson 

FONTANELLE  Pat Means    STUART/MT. VERNON    Cherie Miner 

GLENWOOD, GRACE   Pat Means    VILLISCA  Pat Curtis 

GRANT   Helen Pollock    WIOTA   Pat Curtis 

GREENFIELD  Cheri Miner    WOODBINE  Betsy Henry/Betty Smallen 

GRISWOLD  Pat Curtis    YALE   Irene Dodder 

GUTHRIE CENTER Carol Rogers     
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2017  –  Bible Verses 

January  –  2 Chronicles 7:14  “Then if my people who are called by my name will humble themselves 

and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and will forgive 

their sins and heal their land.”   NLT   

February  –  I John 5:21  “Dear children keep away from anything that might take God’s place in your 

heart.”   NLT   

March  –  Philippians  4:4-5  “Be glad in the Lord always!  Again I say, be glad!  Let your gentleness 

show in your treatment of all people.  The Lord is near.”       

April  –  I Peter 1:3-4  “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  In his great mercy he 

has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and 

into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade, kept in heaven for you.”   

May  –  I John 4:10  “ This is love; not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 

atoning sacrifice for our sins.”   NIV   

June  –  Matt. 7:20  “The way to identify a tree or a person is by the kind of fruit that is produced.”   

NLT   

July  –  Galatians 3:27-28  “All of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 

Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek; there is neither slave nor free; nor is there male and female, 

for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”   CEB   

August  –  Luke 11:28  “Blessed are all who hear the word of God and put it into practice.”   NLT   

September  –  Psalm 46:10  “Be still, and know that I am God!”   NRSV   

October  –  John 8:12  When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”   NIV   

November  –  Hebrews  12:14  “ Make every effort to live in peace with all mankind and to be holy; 

without holiness  no one will see God.”   

December  –  Luke 2:19  “But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.”   

NRSV 
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Saturday, October 28, 2017 

8:30 AM Coffee and Registration 
9:00 AM—2:30 PM Mission Day 

 

Audubon United Methodist Church 
428 Washington Street, Audubon, IA 50025 

 

Mission study for 2017-2018:   
The Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist 

Church in the United States 
 

Leader: Rev. Diana Northcutt, Salem UMC, Council Bluffs 
 

This interesting study covers the Alaska Missionary Conference, Red Bird Missionary 
Conference, and Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference.  Diana Northcutt was a study leader 
at Mission u, and spent 14 years in the Oklahoma Conference.  You’ll enjoy her information. 
 

Singing, Worship, Program Resources, Fellowship, Lunch 
 

Attendance counts as a Mini-study on the Mission Study Report. 
Bring the study book if you have one.   

 

Lunch $7.50 per person  
 

 --------------------------- Reservations please by October 20 ----------------------------- 
 

Local Unit _______________________ No. of Reservations _______ 
 

Please make checks out to Audubon United Methodist Women 
and send to Susan Sievers, 211 Tracy, Audubon, IA 50025, 

Or call Peggy Smalley, 712-563-4322, with reservations by Oct. 20  
and pay on arrival.  
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Update supply List that will be collected Annual Day for National Institutions 

Bidwell-Riverside 

 Children and adult clothing 

 Diapers, all size children and adult 

 Oral hygiene products 

 Feminine hygiene products 

 Toilet paper 

 Novel or cute ceramic soup bowls for fall fundraiser 

 

Hawthorn Hill 

 Children’s breakfast cereal 

 39-Gallon trash bags  

 Laundry detergent (powder) 

 Lysol disinfectant spray 

 Paper towels & toilet tissue 

 Multi-purpose cleaner 

 

Shesler Hall 

 Body wash 

 Paper towels and toilet paper 

 Feminine products 

 Hair Conditioner 

 Paper napkins and paper plates 

 Cleaning Supplies 

 Hygiene products 

 Dishwash powder 

 Liquid hand soaps 

 Kitchen tall garbage bag 
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Please Join Us for the 

Southwest District Annual Meeting 

On Thursday, September 21st  

At Lenox United Methodist Church 

103 West Michigan Street, Lenox, Iowa 50851 

Coffee and gathering at 8:30 a.m.     Meeting at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

Program by Conference Officers 

Two Mission Adventures:  Helen Pollock, “Iowa UMW Intergenerational Mission Trip to Costa 

Rica,” and Judy Marnin, “Starting UMW in Lithuania” 

Memorial Service for Members Who Have Passed 

**Please bring the names of your members lost since our last meeting. 

Join us for the business meeting, installation of officers, local officer training, presenting of 

the annual awards, worship and fellowship! 

President’s packets with forms and information for 2018 will be given out. 

Please bring your gifts for Bidwell, Shesler Hall, and Hawthorne Hill 
to the south door (with ramp) of the Lenox church 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Reservations for lunch @ $7.00 per person are due by September 9, 2017. 

Send checks made out to Lenox UMW to Linda Weeber, 

103 West Michigan Street, Lenox, Iowa 50851 
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Hazel Dell  

United Methodist Women  

Is hosting an event on 

Human Trafficking 

On August 9, 2017  

at 1:30pm 
 


