
              
 I attended Summer Mission U in Marshalltown from July 
16-18.  There were 146 in attendance, which included staff 
and speakers.  There were 20 “First Timers” which is 
encouraging.  The Theme this year was “We Are 
Called”.  We all attended the Spiritual Growth Study which 
was led by Carol Toney, from the North Alabama 
District.  We learned about the First Covenant (Old 
Testament) and the Second Covenant (New Testament) and 
God’s plan for people.  We working in groups of 8, 
discussing the readings, doing activities and answering 
questions that made us think about our beliefs. 
      There were two other Geographic Topics:  Climate 
Justice and Missionary Conferences.  I had attended Climate 
Justice last year so chose Missionary Conferences this 
time. The Methodist Church still has three – The Alaskan 

Conference, the Red Bird Missionary Conference in Kentucky, and the Oklahoma Conference. The Alaskan and 
Oklahoma Conferences serve Native Americans and the Red Bird Conference is in Appalachia. These groups 
seem to meet the need of the groups but there is some discussion of combining them with neighboring Districts of 
the Methodist Church. 
      We had 12 members of the Northeast District in attendance.  Each District was given a meeting place at 9:30 
Monday night, after all the other meetings were over. (Yes, we do have long days!)  We were all given a question 
to discuss and answer: “God’s calling – How will you answer?”  We have a Silent Auction at our District meeting 
in September in Dysart and it was decided that the money collected from this will be divided and given to the 
three Missionary Conferences this year.  Bring lots of nice things.  Last year we collected $240.00 and it was 
divided and sent to the three Iowa Missions: Shesler Hall, Hawthorn Hill and Bidwell-Riverside. 
       There is another Mission U in Marshalltown in October 20-22.  I encourage you all to go whenever you can. 
  

 

 
 

 
 

Upcoming Dates – 2017 
September 22 – NE District Annual Meeting 
 And Officer’s Training –  Dysart 
 October 7 – Iowa Con. UMW Annual Mtg. 
  Washington UMC                        
 October 20 – 22 – Fall Mission u,  
 Marshalltown 
 November 7  - World Community Day  
 May 18 – 20, 2018 – UMW Quadrennial 
  Assembly,  Columbus, OH 
  https://umwassembly.org/news/ 
************************************** 
DUE DATES FOR DISTRICT REPORTS 
  
 Aug 30  - Last day to add names to “In   
    Memory and In Honor” for Candle Burning 
    at  District Annual meeting. 
 
 

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
Pat Huxsol 

Connecting the Dots:  Food – Faith-Climate 
 Iowa Interfaith Power & Light is co-sponsoring a series of workshops around the state to invite us to be 
part of the solution to make a more climate-friendly food system. We will look at:  
             How our food system contributes to climate change. 
                                     What our faith traditions say about sustainable food systems 
                                     How we can make more climate-friendly choices 
                                     Food practices in our own households 

There is a location in our District – September 10, 1-3 p.m. at the Grundy Center UMC. 
There is no charge but registration is require.  https://iowaipl.org/act/register-events 
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 Upmost on my agenda is preparation of the 
Northeast IA District meeting to be held at Dysart, 
IA.  I'm sitting here thinking the positive; members 
won't have to contend with rain, floods as last year 
meeting. Right now with all the rain we're 
experiencing makes for questioning.  Please circle 
on your calendar SEPTEMBER 22nd  NE IA 
DISTRICT, Meeting, Dysart, IA, registration @9:00 
am.  Flyer is in this newsletter.  Remember to bring 
those quilts and other items for the Silent Auction 
with funds being divided between three Missionary 
Conferences (The Alaskan Conference, the Red Bird 
Missionary Conference in Kentucky, and the 
Oklahoma Conference). 

God be with you.  
Donna Copper 

NE Vice President. 
 

  
 Greetings from Cedar Falls.  I just returned from 
the summer session of Mission U (formerly SOCM) 
at Marshalltown.  NE District leadership was well 
represented, but it would have been nice to have 
more women attend who are not officers.  The 

sessions were very good and we learned a lot. The 
meals were also wonderful and delicious.  The 
general session was on Covenants in the Bible and 
the new classes were about the 3 Missionary 
Conferences of the United Methodist Church:  The 
Red Bird Conference, The Alaska Mission and 
Conference, and the Oklahoma Indian Mission and 
Conference.  Next year the new session will be 
“What About our Money: A Faith Response.” 
 When you receive your copy of this newsletter, 
be sure to share a copy with the UMW membership.  
Make sure that circle leaders have a copy or know 
how to read it on the Iowa Conference UMW 
website.  If going on-line is difficult, ask your 
church office to print off a copy or more and 
circulate these to your members.  The LINK is well-
named!!  It is our link or lifeline to members to keep 
them informed about UMW. 
 Soon you will be electing officers – or at least 
deciding who will continue – for the 2018 year.  
Please send the list of officers with their mailing 
address, phone number, and e-mail (if they have 
one) before the end of the year to me. Check for 
accuracy; and I will do the same.   Also important is 
to let me know during the year if there are changes 
in the officers or changes in addresses, etc.  These 
changes will be forwarded to our communications 
coordinator, Ruth Tucker, who sends out the LINK 
newsletter. 
 Send info to:     
Karen Page, 119 Iris Drive, Cedar Falls, IA 50613 
Email Kp224@cfu.net or call 319-230-7200 

 
********  

 
NORTHEAST DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN LEADERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 

 The leadership meeting of the Executive Board of the Northeast District of United Methodist Women was 
held on July 11, 2017 at Lamont United Methodist Church in Lamont, Iowa.  President Pat Huxsol called the 
meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.  Those in attendance were Pat Huxsol, Donna Copper, Karen Page, Donna Flint, 
Jackie Reams, Ruth Tucker, Norma Orum, Joann Lambertson, Becky Ullom, and Carol Raithel. 
 Coffee and baked goodies were served as members arrived by the UMW ladies of Lamont UMC. 
 Spiritual Growth Coordinator Jackie Reams led devotions; beginning with a sharing time of names of loved 
ones who are in need of prayer.  A short meditation was given followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 
 Copies of minutes from the March leadership meeting were distributed.  The minutes were approved as 
printed.  Some dates to put on your calendar (since there have been a couple of changes from the March minutes) 
follow:        July 21st  Deadline for articles for the August LINK. 
                           August 4  The LINK available on-line at Iowa Con UMW webpage. 
                           September 21  NE District UMW Leadership team at Dysart to prepare of Annual 
    meeting, time TBA 
                           September 22  NE District Annual meeting at Dysart UMC 
  October 23   NE District UMW Leadership meeting  at West Union 
                                        October 30   Deadline for articles for the November LINK 
                                        November  4  The LINK available on-line at Iowa Con UMW webpage. 

FROM YOUR VICE-PRESIDENT 
Donna Copper 

FROM YOUR DISTRICT SECRETARY 
Karen Page 
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 In the absence of Treasurer Kris Stewart, Karen Page distributed copies of receipts, disbursements, and the 
2017 budget.  The NE District pledge to the Conference for 2017 is $70,000.  Norma Orum moved that the pledge 
for 2018 be set at $62,000.  Becky Ullom seconded and the motion carried.   
 The beginning balance on June 1, 2017 was $2,703.62.  Receipts for the month were $13,440.34, 
disbursements were $13,857.82 for an ending balance on June 30, 2017 of $2286.14.  
 Vice President Donna Copper reported on plans for the NE District Annual meeting that will be held in 
Dysart.  Conference officers will do a skit and women from New Hampton UMW will present a skit as well.  NE 
District officers were reminded to wear their nametags and to sit up front.  District officers will lead training 
sessions for local officers after lunch.  Karen Page will make copies of last year’s minutes for distribution during 
the business meeting. 
 The 2018 annual meeting of NE District UMW will be at Janesville UMC on September 21, 2018. The 
leadership meeting will be held on the day prior to the meeting, September 20. 
 Membership Nurture Coordinator Donna Flint reported that 46 ladies attended Day Apart and 32 attended 
Mission Study Day.  Membership reports were due in March and have been slowly trickling in.  The computer 
system has been difficult to use:  Donna registered 27 by herself and that took most of a day.  Donna contacted the 
conference and found that they had only 34 units from NE District registered.  According to Kris Stewart’s 
records we have 71 units of which only 58 have sent in $ to be considered active. 
 The group broke for lunch at noon and was served a casserole and fresh fruit and salad. 
 Program Resources Secretary Penny Morse, no report 
 Social Action Coordinator Donna Hoffman, no report 
District President Pat Huxsol showed some cutout fabric for school bags that members could take home to be 
sewn. 
Vice President Donna Copper reported on collecting data for the certificates that will be given to units who reach 
the platinum, gold, or silver status for 2017.   She will send the names of units who have not yet reported to Karen 
Page who will send out reminders using e-mail.  The forms for next year’s Mission Study Report will be placed in 
the packets for the annual meeting. 
 Nominations chair Becky Ullom reported on status of nominations for 2018 officers.  Kris Stewart will be 
asked to stay on as treasurer.  Ruth Tucker has agreed to continue as Communications Coordinator, and the 
position of Mission Coordinator for Education and Interpretation will remain unfilled.  However, Donna Copper 
will assist with the duties of that office.  At present there is no nominee for the position of President.  Options 
were discussed.   
 President Pat Huxsol asked for items to be placed on a tri-fold display board.  She and Karen Page will 
complete the board when they attend Mission U from July 16 – 18 in Marshalltown and set it up for display. 
 Meeting was adjourned by 1:30.  
 

Karen A. Page     
Karen A. Page  
NE District UMW Secretary                                 *****************                                                   

 

 Summer Greetings!  Hope everyone is staying 
cool on these warm summer days! 
``At the close of the 2nd quarter, $29,229.00 has 
been paid toward the 2017NE District  pledge of 
$70,000. This would not be possible without your 
mission contributions. Thank you all!  
 Unit giving reports were emailed/mailed out on 
July 4th showing activity through June 26th. 
 Please send World Thank Offering to me by 
August 31st.  If I receive it by then, those dollars will  
 
 

 
 
be included in the Candle burning at the September 
22nd annual meeting. 
REMINDER:  To be a 5 Star giving unit, you must 
give in the following categories:   
 Pledge to Mission 
 Special Mission Recognition 
 Gift to Mission 
 Gift in Memory and  
 World Thank Offering.   
Please refer to your 2017 Treasurer’s Reference 
Calendar to see what is due. 
 
 
 

FROM YOUR DISTRICT TREASURER 
Kristin Stewart 
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 Continue to submit the following if you have not 
done so yet: 
  $1 per unit for magazine fund. 
  $1.00 per member for Bidwell Riverside, 
Hawthorn Hill and Shesler Hall and Mission u.   
 2018 Pledge Forms: These can still be mailed 
or emailed to me until August 15. 
NE District Annual Meeting in Dysart, Sept. 22. 
  2018 Treasurer Packets will be available at the 
check-in table when you sign in for the meeting and 
during the breakout session.   Plan to attend the 
officers’ training session.  I will go over the new 
forms and answer any questions you may have. I 
look forward to seeing you on the 22nd. 
 Also, look for the “Blue House”. Anyone 
wishing to donate to our 3 Iowa projects can leave 
their donation in the house.  It will be divided 
equally between all three. 
 As always, you can call or email me with any 
questions you may have.   
 Hope to see you at the Annual Meeting! 
 
“Rejoice	always,	pray	continually,	give	thanks	in	all	
circumstances;	for	this	is	God’s	will	for	you	in	Christ	
Jesus.”	1	Thessalonians	5:16-18	
 
God Bless! 
Kristin Stewart, NE Dist. Treasurer 
7840 Beaver Hills Lane 
Cedar Falls, IA 50613 
319-290-1915   kris@the-stewarts.com 
 

 
Items of concern to Northeast Iowa citizens:  
 
    Sullivan Center in Waterloo is to be sold but the 
name is to be retained. 
 The terror attacks around the world continues 
and not just in America. 
 Fireworks use was new in Iowa this year---some 
accepted use while some objected. 
 New car license plates are coming in Iowa--first 
since  1998. 
     Planned Parenthood Offices closed four clinics 
in Iowa. 
     Trump's ban on immigration making entries to 
United States difficult. 
     Difficulty taking place in the repealing of 
Obamacare Plan. 
     Some Iowa's 14 judicial  districts do not have 
enough judges to handle their workload. 

     Americans taxpayers pay millions each year for 
immigrants. 
     Human trafficking still taking place in Iowa, 
largely females. 
 

 
 “We are called” is the theme of this year’s 
Mission U. No words are truer. We are called but 
how often do you answer? Sometimes we are asked 
by God to go forth and help others and what do we 
do? Nothing. We have excuses of “being too busy”, 
“too tired”, or “I can’t think of what to do”. Jesus 
says we are to love our neighbor as ourselves. Who 
is our neighbor? Any child of God. 
 As United Methodist Women, we pledge to 
develop a creative, supportive fellowship and 
expand concepts of mission. That’s only part of how 
we answer. We give our prayers and services when 
needed; we feed the hungry, clothe the naked, shelter 
the homeless, and visit the sick. 
 Micah 6:8 says “What does the Lord require of 
me, but to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with my Lord.” 
 I can’t emphasize enough to answer the call if 
God speaks in your ear or heart! 
 Please remember our Annual meeting, 
September 22 in Dysart, You are being called to 
come, enjoy the day with other United Methodist 
women. We gather together to praise our Father, 
sing his praises, eat delicious food, have a silent 
auction, and gather to greet each other in sisterly 
love. Oh, yeah, we’ll have a meeting, too.  Time 
goes by so fast and who knows when we’ll all see 
each other again.  I’d love to see all of you. 
 I’m asking our loving Father to watch over all of 
us. 
  Jackie Reams  
  Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
  1954 Lime Kiln Rd., Osage IA  50461-8350 
  Ph: 641-732-5030 
  

 
 I would like to thank the units who have sent me 
their reading reports. It is a wonderful feeling to 
know there are so many kindred spirits who are part 
of United Methodist Women. I haven’t heard from 
all the units yet; so make sure I get a report as soon 

SOCIAL ACTION 
Donna Hoffman 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
Jackie Reams 

PROGRAM RESOURCES 
Penney Morse 
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as possible. Even if someone only read one book, or 
if your members only read the Response magazine, 
let me know. Your unit can still be recognized for 
participating, even if you don’t complete one of the 
programs. 
 I have added two new titles to the district 
lending library: Faith Ed: Teaching About Religion 
in an Age of Intolerance  and The Age of Dignity: 
Preparing for the Elder Boom in a Changing 
America, both from the 2017 reading list. When it is 
too hot to go outside, summer days can be a good 
time to sit in an air conditioned room at home or at 
your local library and read a good book.  
 The four priority issues for the UMW for 2017-
2020 quadrennial are:  

• Criminalization of People of Color: Interrupt 
School to Prison Pipeline  

• Climate Justice: Reduce carbon footprint 
emissions of corporations and individuals 

•  Economic Inequality: Adopt legislation in 
states/localities that build the base for a 
living wage 

• Maternal and Child Health: Decrease 
Maternal Mortality; Develop a Network of 
Women’s Health Advocates for access to 
health care and education.  

 There are titles available for check out on all of 
these topics. In addition to learning about priority 
issues for the UMW, there are many other good 
reasons to read. Here are two of the ten reasons I 
found on the website whytoread.com.  
 “The benefits of this increased activity (reading) 
keeps your memory sharp and your learning capacity 
nimble,” Maryanne Wolf. 
 Reading reduces stress. Subjects only needed to 
read, silently, for six minutes to slow down the heart 
rate and ease tension in the muscles. In fact it got 
subjects to stress levels lower than before they 
started, Mindlab International. 
 Nourish your mind and body as well as your 
soul.  
 If you would like to check out a book or return 
books, you can contact me at: Penney Morse, 615 
Pine St, Osage, IA 50461 or call 641-732-4155 or e-
mail pjmorse@gmail.com.  
 I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Greetings to All, 
  
 It has been a busy year for the Nominations 
Committee. Our United Methodist Women’s 
membership tends to shrink a little each year, 
making it difficult to fill some of our positions. But 
thanks to the willingness of some of our officers we 
have filled all but one position.  
 The Nominations committee is still looking for a 
Mission Coordinator for Education and 
Interpretation. We will also need a new member on 
the Nominations Committee to fill my position as I 
am going to TRY to fill Pat Huxsol’s position as 
President.  Please come forward if you are interested 
in	 serving in any capacity on the Executive 
Committee of the N.E. Iowa District of the United 
Methodist Women.  
 The Nominations Committee is very grateful to 
those have already committed to remain on the 
committee and to those who will join for the first 
time. We hope to include a completed ballot in your 
folders at Annual Conference.  The members of the 
Nominations Committee are as follows: 
Jan Roseland  563-422-3158  anjroses@gmail.com 
Judy Porter     563-924-2176 
Bev Kester  641-816-4300  rkester@myomnitel.com 
Joann Lambertson  641-499-2567 
      jklmusic@yahoo.com 
Carol Raithal 563-933-4557      
        momdad310@gmail.com     
Becky Ullom 563-565-3892    rullom@outlook.com 
  
 You may call or email any one of us to submit a 
suggestion for one of the two positions to be filled. 
If you would personally like to give it a try, please 
call and volunteer. We are not a demanding group. 
We are grateful for whatever you are able and 
willing to do. Your presence and commitment are an 
enhancement to our committee. Unfortunately, we 
are working on a schedule so we must have our 
ballot complete and printed by Sept 15, 2017. 
 Thank you so much for your participation in 
United Methodist Women.  “With God ALL things 
are possible.” 
  
Becky Ullom  
Nominations Committee Chairperson 
 
 

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE 
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          United 

Methodist 
         Women 

Faith+Hope+Love In Action 
 
 

NORTHEAST DISTRICT UMW 
 

ANNUAL MEETING and OFFICERS' 
TRAINING 

 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2017 
9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. 

Dysart United Methodist Church 
602 Tilford St. 
Dysart Iowa 

 
 

REGISTRATION 9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 

 
 

Iowa Conference Leadership Team 
Skit 

 

Salad Luncheon 

Please Bring One Salad Per Carload 
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Iowa United Methodist Women 

Mission u 2017 Registration Form 
**Complete one form per person** 

WHICH EVENT WILL YOU BE ATTENDING?          �  Summer – July 16-18  �  Fall – October 20-22 

Please Print Clearly 

name_________________________________________________ email __________________________________________________ 
  (as you want it to appear on your name badge) 
address ___________________________________________ city _______________________________________ zip _____________ 
 
home phone ___________________________________________ cell ___________________________________________________ 
 
SELECT ALL THAT APPLY      local unit ___________________________________________ 
 
�  clergy   �  female �  child   district _____________________________________________ 
�  laity     �  male  �  youth  
�  This is my first time to attend Mission u or School of Christian Mission 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH STUDY 
  All participate in “Living as a Covenant Community” 

 Summer:  �  English (All)  Fall:  �  English �  Spanish 

CHILDREN’S & YOUTH STUDY INFORMATION 
 

name _____________________________ 
 

grade completed ____________________ 
 

birth date __________________________ 
 

chaperone _________________________ 
 

relationship ________________________ 

CHILD CARE 
 

Fall Event – Children ages 6-10 should 
register for the Children’s Study in the fall.  
Child care will be offered on-site for children 5 
and under only in the fall. 
 

I am requesting child care for ____ children.  
Please list names and ages: 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

Summer Event:  *Please see note on back of form. 

Number of vouchers needed  for summer:  ____ 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
Amt. pd _______________ reg # __________ 
ck # ______________ confirmed __________ 
class ________________________________ 
leader _______________________________ 
 

ISSUE STUDIES 
Choose one for your session. 

Summer:  �  Missionary Conferences Fall:  �  Missionary Conferences 
    �  Climate Justice             �  Climate Justice 
               �  Youth Study 
Note:  Classes may fill before the deadline,           �  Children’s Study 
 so please register early! 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION 
name_____________________________________ relationship ________________ 

phone – day ___________________________ evening ________________________ 

At Mission u, I will be staying at __________________________________________ 

OR    � commuting 

SPECIAL NEEDS   
(Please be specific.) 

mobility _____________________________________________________________ 

diet _____________________________ other ______________________________ 

REGISTRATION FEES 
 

adult study ……………………………$125.00 (summer)  Due:  June 16 (Summer) 
adult study ……………………………$125.00 (fall)              September 20 (Fall) 
youth/teen study ………………….. $75.00 (fall) 
children’s study (ages 6-10) ….  $50.00 (fall) 

Make check payable to Iowa Conference UMW and mail with this form to: 
Pat Haning, 1529 Ridgecrest Court, Knoxville, IA  50138 | pahaning@windstream.net  |   641-891-9790 
**Like us on Facebook:  Mission u Iowa -- For additional registration forms, please visit www.iaumc.org/MissionuformerlySOCM** 

� I am giving an extra $ ___________ for the Diversity Fund.  For information about the Diversity Fund, see back of this form. 
� I give permission to share my email with National UMW, if requested by the National staff. 
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339 Lawrence Ave. 
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WEBSITES 
Iowa United Methodist Women 

www.iaumc.org/umw 
 

United Methodist Women Resource Center 
www.umwmissionresources.org 

 
United Methodist Women National 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 

 

 

READ-COPY-SHARE 
Notice	of	publication	of	each	issue	is	sent	to	all	
Northeast	District	UMW	officers	who	have	email	
addresses	on	file.	Presidents,	Vice	Presidents,	
Secretary,	and	Treasurers	of	Units	who	do	not	
have	email	will	receive	a	printed	copy.		It	is	the	
responsibility	of	these	officers	to	distribute	
copies	to	other	officers	in	their	unit,	if	they	are	
unable	to	access	the	issue	via	the	IA	Conference	
UMW	website	http://www.iaumc.org/umw.	The	
entire	newsletter	should	be	shared	so	that	all	
officers	and	members	will	be	better	informed	
about	UMW	beyond	the	local	level.			If you have 
a change of address or email, please send to 
Ruth MF Tucker <rmftucker@gmail.com> or 
to the District Secretary. 


