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Communiqué 
A newsletter of the Iowa Central District United Methodist Women                      October, 2017 

 

A Message from the President 

 

President 
 
Who is your role model? Who inspired you with 
their passion, courage or achievements? 
Chances are, it’s a woman. 
Women are changing the world. From Kathryn 
Sullivan, the first American woman to walk in 
space, to the president of a United Methodist 
Women unit, women are stepping up and 
guiding us to a safer, stronger, more inclusive 
existence. 
Women are leaders — some naturally, and 
some through years of experience and 
practice. 
Elizabeth Blackburn, the first woman to be 
president of the Salk Institute, wasn’t born with 
the qualifications for her position. Kathryn 
Smith, the first woman to become a full-time 
coach in the NFL, didn’t emerge from the 
womb with a football in her hand. 
And maybe you didn’t know much about United 
Methodist Women when you first attended a 
meeting. But you are on the team now. 
United Methodist Women is one big team, 
president Shannon Priddy said this fall. “It’s 
about teamwork,” she said, “making 
connections and building our relationship with 
one another and Christ. No one works alone.” 

Our district leadership team needs new 
members. We have “term limits,” and several 
officers have come to the end of their terms. It 
is proving to be a challenge to replace them. 
Maybe you don’t see yourself as a leader. 
You’re not alone. 
Mary Barra, chairman and CEO of General 
Motors, is the first woman to become CEO of a 
major car company. She recently told Time 
magazine: 
“Research has shown that women will look at a 
new role and say, ‘Well, I can do these five 
things, but there are two areas where I don’t 
have any experience.’ Men will seem to say, 
‘Hey, I can do five of the seven, I should 
definitely put myself forward!’ ” 
We’re asking you to put yourself forward and 
become a district officer. Do what you can. 
There’s a terrific team in place to help you with 
the rest. 
Here are the positions that we need to fill. Let 
me know if you can join the team. 
 
1. Vice President  — An elected position and 
member of the district leadership team. 
Coordinates and organizes the District Annual 
Meeting; performs duties of president in her 
absence; writes article for district newsletter; 
attends leadership team meetings four times a 
year as well as Mission u, District Day Apart, 
District Mission Study. 
 
 — OR —  
 
District Annual Meeting coordinator — An 
appointed position, not a member of the district 
leadership team. Coordinates and organizes 
the District Annual Meeting. 
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2. Treasurer — Must be an elected position 
and member of the district leadership team. 
Handles all funds and keeps books of the 
district. Channels funds from local units and 
district members to the conference treasurer. 
Receives Administration and Membership 
Development funds from the conference 
treasurer and disburses them. Sends itemized 
financial statements monthly to the district 
elected leaders and conference treasurer. 
Writes articles for newsletter. Prepares yearly 
budget and presides at district budget meeting. 
Attends leadership team meetings four times a 
year as well as Mission u, District Day Apart, 
District Mission Study, and two conference-
level meetings. 
 
3. Secretary — Must be an elected position 
and member of the district leadership team. 
Keeps accurate minutes of all district meetings 
and assists president in developing the 
agenda. Sends a list of elected district officers 
to the Secretary of the UMW Conference 
immediately upon their election; sends list of 
local officers to UMW Conference 
Communication Coordinator in the fall as soon 
as compiled. Signs, with the president, all 
vouchers on the treasury. Writes article for 
newsletter. Attends leadership team meetings 
four times a year as well as Mission u, District 
Day Apart, District Mission Study. 
 
4. Education and Interpretation coordinator 
— An elected position and member of the 
district leadership team. Promotes mission 
education opportunities at local and district 
levels. Works with the leadership team to urge 
local units to become Mission Today units, 
receives Mission Today and Mission Study 
reports from local and district units that fulfill 
criteria. Prepares report and certificates. 
Coordinates and organizes District Mission 
Study. Writes article for newsletter. Attends 
leadership team meetings four times a year as 
well as Mission u, District Day Apart, District 
Mission Study. 
 
 — OR —  

 
Mission Today and Mission Study volunteer — 
An appointed position, not a member of the 
district leadership team. Receives Mission 
Today and Mission Study reports from local 
and district units that fulfill criteria. Prepares 
report and certificates. 
 
— AND —  
 
Mission Study Day coordinator — An 
appointed position, not a member of the district 
leadership team. Coordinates and organizes 
annual District Mission Study. 
 
5. Membership, Nurture and Outreach 
coordinator — An elected position and 
member of the district leadership team. Works 
for 100 percent reporting of the membership of 
each unit. Maintains up-to-date inventory of 
churches in the district that do not have 
organized units. Team leader for District Friend 
program. Writes article for newsletter. Attends 
leadership team meetings four times a year as 
well as Mission u, District Day Apart, District 
Mission Study. 
 
— OR —  
 
Membership census report coordinator — An 
appointed position, not a member of the district 
leadership team. Works for 100 percent 
reporting of the membership of each unit. 
 
6. Member, Committee on Nominations —
 An elected position and member of the district 
leadership team. Works with the chairwoman 
to identify and enlist candidates for office. 
 
 — Nancy Stockdale, president, 
nstock56@aol.com 
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In This Issue: 
2017 & 2018 Calendar – Page 6 

2018 Mission u Scholarship form – Separate Attach. 

2018 Central Dist. Remittance form – Attachment 

2018 Central Dist. Supplement Remittance – 

Attachment 

2018 Central Dist. Gift to Mission Remittance – 

Attachment 

2018 Central Dist. Special Mission Recognition 

Remittance form - Attachment 

 

Assembly flyer – Page 10 

 

 

 

Vice President 

 
   “We Are Called” to come to our District Annual 

Meetings! On Sept. 23rd, 72 people from local 

units, Conference and District officers and five 

visitors answered the call to come to this annual 

event.  

   21 units were represented at  this gathering at First 

United Methodist Church in Des Moines.  United 

Methodist Women of Grace United Methodist 

Church were co-hosts. Wonderful food was shared 

prior to the meeting. You can always expect good 

food at our meetings! After all, we are United 

Methodists!  

   The business meeting was followed by the Annual 

District Meeting Mission Offering. Later in the day, 

treasurer Tricia Verrone, announced that $1,624.88 

was collected. Mission Minutes focused on the 

Conference Annual meeting on Oct. 7 in 

Washington, Iowa, Mission u on Oct. 20-22 in 

Marshalltown and Assembly in Columbus, OH on 

May 17-20, 2018. Courtney Durham, Director of 

Development for Bidwell and Hawthorn Hill 

presented encouraging information. We enjoyed a 

hymn sing with attendees selecting the hymns. Our 

pianist, JoAnn Orthel, knew them all! Rita Carter, 

Social Action chair, led the songs with enthusiasm! 

Reports and recognitions were given followed by 

officer installation. There are still offices to be filled 

though. Joyce Godwin, President of the Indianola  

 

UMW, extended an invitation to the 2018 District 

Annual Meeting on Sept. 22. A skit, “Color My 

World”, was performed by officers from the 

Conference and District. Although humorous, it 

emphasized that we should accept each other no 

matter how different we or they may be.  

   Following a delicious salad luncheon, our 

president, Nancy Stockdale, presented United 

Methodist Women 101. It replaced LOTE sessions 

for all officers except treasurers.  

   There were two very interesting speakers, both 

from United Methodist-connected agencies. Brynne 

Howard, managing attorney with JFON (Justice For 

Our Neighbors), spoke and answered questions on 

immigration. Jim Swanstrom, director of CFUM 

(Children and Family Urban Movement), spoke 

about the important work with children and youth at 

Trinity United Methodist Church. He shared the 

exciting news that a new building for CFUM is in 

their future. Janelle Mueller, a CFUM staff member, 

was also present. Those attending VERY 

generously brought priority donations for both 

organizations. 

    Holy Communion was served by Rev. David 

Swinton, pastor of Grace United Methodist Church, 

to conclude the day. 

    Following parting words from our president, all 

clasped hands and sang “God Be With You Till We 

Meet Again”.  

Libby Hiatt Vice President hiattdl@aol.com  

515-967-4015 

 

Secretary’s Note: 

You cannot add more minutes to the 

day, but you can utilize each one to the 

fullest. Menachem Mendel Schneerson 

 What does this have to do with being a 

secretary?  Not much. But it does remind me that 

when I get things done promptly, I have more 

time for other things.  

   We had an awesome time at District annual 

meeting.  If you were there, you know what I  

mailto:hiattdl@aol.com
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(Secretary’s Message, con’t) 

mean.   If not, then you missed out on the best 5 

hours of your weekend.  Next year, in Indianola. 

   Secretaries, in the President's packet is a paper 

that needs to be filled out with the new local 

officers for 2018.  Please e-mail or snail mail this 

information to me as soon as you know who 

your board is going to be.  It is important 

information that helps us connect with you 

better. 

   Finally, as I write this, there are several offices 

on the board left to be filled.  Secretary and 

Treasurer are two of them.  If I led you to believe 

that the office of secretary takes a lot of time, 

then I misled you.  It takes time, lots of time in 

short bursts.  It is taking minutes at board and 

annual meetings, typing them and e-mailing or 

snail mailing them to officers.  The meetings are 

5 times a year. They last about three hours on a 

Saturday morning and are held around the 

district.  It takes me about an hour to type the 

minutes and send them.  

   Collecting the local unit officers list is a part of 

the job too but can be done at 3:00 am if you so 

choose.  (I personally have never done that; 

maybe at 1:00 am).  Currently, I will continue 

this part of the job and will mentor anyone who 

is willing to join us.  Please consider trying this 

out.  You will meet wonderful people and stretch 

your understanding of the workings of United 

Methodist Women. 

Until next time, blessings and grace. 

Marilyn Burch 

 

 

 

Spiritual Growth 

One of the most important concepts of 

revealed religion is that of a sacred 

covenant. Russell M. Nelson 

Covenantal relationships are bonds that go 

beyond paper and pen.  They are forged with fire 

and joy, suffering and dancing.  They reflect the 

love and power of God.  They take two or more 

parties and "bind them together with cords that 

cannot be broken." 

Mission u is talking about covenantal 

relationships.  I hope that if you did not make it 

to the session in July that you can go to 

Marshalltown October 20-22.  I will be using 

covenant relationships in the 2018 Spiritual 

Growth Day. 

I am blessed to know you.  You are a daughter of 

God.  You are His chosen daughter.  You have 

been adopted into His family along with all the 

others who accept Christ as Savior and 

Lord.  And so, you are a blessing to me, whether 

we have met or not. 

Until we meet again, may you continue to 

deepen your relationship with God and with 

others. 

Blessings and grace, 

Marilyn Burch 

Micah 6:8 
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 Treasurer 

Greetings to all Central District treasurers 

and members, 

The Central District Annual Meeting, 

September 23, 2017, was held at Des Moines 

First United Methodist Church, with Des 

Moines Grace United Methodist Church co-

hosting. In the business part of the meeting, 

our district voted for a Mission Giving Pledge 

of $81,000, for 2018. The Annual District 

Meeting Offering, which counts toward our 

Mission Giving Pledge for 2017, was 

$1624.88. 

Annual Unit Meeting Packets were available 

to be picked up at the Annual Meeting. If your 

packet was not picked up, it was mailed to 

your unit president or treasurer on September 

26, 2017, and was supposed to be delivered by 

September 29, 2017. A few packets were 

taken by members of other units to give to 

units who were unable to attend the meeting. 

Treasurers, ask for a copy of the Revised 

Remittance Forms for 2018; April 1, 2018, 

budget letter; and a 2018 Central District 

Mission u Scholarship Application Form; all 

included in the packet, from your unit 

president. Treasurer(s) if the packet was 

mailed to you, please take out your treasurer 

forms and share the rest with the 

president/members of your unit. 

After closing the books for September, we 

have reached $41,355.59 toward our Mission 

Giving Pledge of $84,500 for 2017; therefore 

we still need to receive about $43,145.00 

more to meet our Mission Giving Pledge. To 

any units who have extra money at the end of 

2017: Your extra money would be appreciated 

to help with our Mission Giving Pledge for 

2017. You can report the money on The 

Remittance Form under Mission Giving: 

Pledge Other: Line 3. Extra Giving. 

Remember: December 10, 2017, is the last 

day to send money to the district and receive 

credit for 2017 giving. 

Please look for the November, 2017, Mailed 

Letter, which will show your unit’s remittance 

district giving for the current year through 

October. Please mail or email your agreement 

or disagreement of your unit’s giving with the 

district unit giving report. Be sure to report 

any information changes to your home 

address, email address, or phone number if 

you are going to remain as treasurer in 2017. 

Also, if applicable, please include the name, 

home address, email address, and phone 

number of any new treasurer or president for 

2017. Be sure to check your 5 Star Unit status. 

Have you given to all the 5 Star areas? 

I am sending a copy of the Remittance forms 

and a copy of the Central District 2018 

Mission u Scholarship form. You will find 

these copies on other pages of the 

Communique’. 

Conference requests for 2018 remain the 

same: $4 for each unit member, plus $1 per 

unit for the Magazine Fund. The $4 per unit 

member is divided equally between Bidwell-

Riverside Center, Hawthorn Hill, Shesler 

Hall, and Mission u. 

Remember: Regular reading of the Response 

magazine can keep you informed about some 

of the projects and places your money 

supports. 

I have enjoyed being your treasurer the past 

four years. It has been a pleasure working  
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(Treasurer’s Message, con’t) 

with all of you devoted United Methodist 

Women. 

A great big thanks and blessings are extended 

to all units and members for their mission 

giving to better the lives of women, youth, 

and children globally. 

------Tricia Verrone, Treasurer, 

verronepa@mchsi.com,515-964-7770 

2017 CALENDAR 
      
Oct.  20-22 — Mission u, Iowa Valley Conference 

Center, Marshalltown 

Nov. 11 — District executive committee meeting, 

Aldersgate, Urbandale 

 

 2018 CALENDAR 
Jan. 11 — Human Trafficking Awareness Day 

Jan. 18 — Advocacy Day, Des Moines 

Feb.  3 — District executive committee 

March 2 — World Day of Prayer 

March  8 — International Bell Ringing for 

women’s rights 

May 12 — District executive committee budget 

meeting 

March 23 — 149th Anniversary of United 

Methodist Women 

April 14  — Laity Day with the Bishop 

May 17-20 — Assembly, Columbus, Ohio 

June 9-11— Iowa Annual Conference of the United 

Methodist Church 

June 10 — UMW Gathering at Iowa UMC 

Conference 

July 15 — District Officer Training at 

Marshalltown 

July 15-17  — Mission u, Iowa Valley Conference 

Center, Marshalltown   

Sept. 15 — District executive committee meeting, 

Indianola UMC 

Sept. 22 — Central District UMW Annual Meeting, 

Indianola UMC 

Oct. 6  — Iowa Conference UMW Annual Meeting  

Oct. 19-21 — Mission u, Iowa Valley Conference 

Center, Marshalltown 

Oct. 27 — District executive committee meeting, 

Aldersgate, Urbandale 

 

MEMBERSHIP,  NUTURE AND 

OUTREACH  

John 8:12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he 

said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 

me will never walk in darkness, but will have the 

light of life.” 

Good Day! I pray that you have had a joyous 

summer and are starting a glorious autumn! It has 

once again been a fast moving year. 

I hope you all took time to invite a friend to join 

your local unit. As you know, you do not have to be 

a 'Methodist' to be a member of a unit. Just have a 

common interest in mission and a 'willness' to work 

as God's hands and feet. Reach out in joy and love 

to possible members. 

I hope to see some of you at Mission u this fall. 

If you have any questions, contact me at 

 Lia Ruth Miller, 515-669-8390. 

 
PROGRAM RESOURCES 
 

   For 2016-17, the Central District had 68 

participants from 12 units in the UMW Reading 

Program. 

   Aldersgate had 18 readers, Ankeny First had 15, 

and Indianola had 8 to lead the district. 

   There were 23 readers who completed Plan I; 9 

readers who completed Plan II; and 7 readers who 

completed Plan III. 

   We had five readers who completed Plan 

IV: Rose Donati, West Des Moines Valley; Jo Ann 

Orthel, Ankeny First; Merry Streeter and Kathy 

Ehler, Kellogg; and Lois Godwin, Indianola 

    Carol Davis 
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EDUCATION AND 

INTERPRETATION 

   Congratulations to the eight units in the Central 

District that were honored with Platinum Mission 

Today certificates at the Conference Annual 

Meeting on Oct. 7 in Washington, Ia. Those units 

are Des Moines First; Des Moines Grace; Des 

Moines Simpson; Des Moines St. John's; Indianola 

First; Newton First; Perry; and Urbandale 

Aldersgate. 

   A unit achieves Platinum status by completing 

requirements that deepen involvement with the 

programs and priorities of United Methodist 

Women. 

 In addition, six units achieved Gold status, three 

received Silver certificates, and three received 

special recognition. 

   Certificates also were awarded at our District 

Annual Meeting in September to 16 units that had 

members attending mission studies, or that held 

mission studies. 

   Congratulations to all! 

    — Nancy Stockdale, district president  

 

SOCIAL ACTION – BEING BOLD & 

BRIGHT 

At our District Annual Meeting I wore a sign 

that boldly declared me a “PROUD MEMBER 

of UNITED METHODIST WOMEN.” It got a 

laugh, but I didn’t wear the sign for that 

purpose—I am indeed proud to be a part of an 

organization putting faith, hope, and love into 

action for almost 150 years! The coming 2018 

UMW Assembly in Columbus, Ohio, has the 

theme, “The Power of Bold.” 

Our October UMW Bible verse (John 8:12) 

reminds us that as Jesus’ followers we will 

always walk in his life-giving light. Isn’t that 

what United Methodist Women stands for—

giving life and the light of hope to women, 

children and youth through service and advocacy 

work in our communities, our state, our nation, 

and the whole world? 

We don’t have to wear a sign to be identified as 

United Methodist Women or followers of Jesus, 

but our bold and bright actions should be clear 

for others to see! The following ideas are some 

of the ways you can shine: 

1.  Contact your members of Congress about 

passing the DREAM Act 2017 before next 

March, as Justice For Our Neighbors attorney 

Brynne Howard urged in her presentation at the 

Annual Meeting. It is a UMW-backed action as 

well. This legislation will protect DACA 

(Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) 

recipients and also provide them with a path to 

citizenship. There are some 800,000 DACA 

young people nationally and about 50,000 in 

Iowa who are working or going to school but 

will be threatened with deportation and 

separation from their loved ones if Congress fails 

to act! Contact your Representative (Young, 

Blum, or Loebsack) and also Senators Ernst and 

Grassley. They all have Iowa offices as well as 

Washington DC offices. A general number is 

(202) 224-3121. Or you can email or write each 

a letter! Be sure to say you’re a constituent and 

United Methodist Women member, too! (Feel 

free to contact me if you need more specific 

information on any of this.) 

2.  October is Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month, so do some education and service 

projects in your local area—contact the Iowa 

Coalition Against Domestic Violence, Iowa 

Coalition Against Sexual Assault, Iowa 

Affirmation & Resources Chat (ARCH), or 

others. There are 20,800 hotline calls about 

domestic violence per day nationally (Oct 2017 

Response); and 46,643 Iowans received services 

in 2016 as a result of domestic violence and/or 

sexual assault (ICADV 2017). Those struggling  
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(Social Action Article, con’t) 

to survive are in our churches too. I have some 

pamphlets on “What Every Congregation Needs 

to Know About Domestic Violence” if you want 

some. Also, contact local shelters for their needs. 

3.  Looking ahead to 2018, remember that 

January is Human Trafficking Awareness 

Month. Senator Grassley has announced that the 

Senate recently passed the Grassley-Feinstein 

bipartisan Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 

2017. This bill contains prevention, justice, 

services, federal coordination, and training focus 

areas. If you need discussion materials, I have 

the 15-minute DVD “Any Kid Anywhere” and a 

full length documentary “In Plain Sight,” among 

other things. Let me know of your needs. 

4. As we promised to “give ourselves to the 

struggle against racism” at the Annual Meeting, 

may we who are white work to understand and 

challenge our part in perpetuating systems that 

hurt and marginalize sisters and brothers of 

color—and may we always be bold and bright 

witnesses for hope! 

Rita Carter (ritaac@mchsi.com or 515-979-

0605) 

Assembly: The Power of Bold 

   Once every four years, thousands of United 

Methodist Women from around the globe gather 

at Assembly to worship, learn, sing, pray and 

conduct the organization’s business. You can 

join the gathering, with the theme The Power of 

Bold, May 17-20 in Columbus, Ohio. 

   Iowa is filling buses with women to make the 

journey. Registration is already under way; Nov. 

30 is the deadline for discounted registration. 

   Assembly 2018 is a time for fellowship, 

equipping for service and collectively 

experiencing God’s call to mission with women, 

children and youth. Through moving worship, 

inspiring speakers, engaging exhibits, riveting 

workshops and town hall-style meetings, 

participants will leave Assembly with 

knowledge, courage and determination to change 

the world as part of a daring and compassionate 

150-year-old movement of women committed to 

turning faith, hope and love into action. 

   For more information, see the flier in this issue 

of Communiqué, or visit umwassembly.org. Be 

bold! Join the Iowa delegation for a stimulating 

experience. 

UMW Purpose 
The organized unit of United Methodist Women 

shall be a community of women whose purpose is 

to know God and to experience freedom as whole 

persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, 

supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of 

mission through participation in the global 

ministries of the church. 

 

The Vision 
Turning faith, hope and love into action on behalf of 

women, children and youth around the world. 

 

Living the Vision 
We provide opportunities and resources to grow 

spiritually, become more deeply rooted in Christ 

and put faith into action. 

We are organized for growth, with flexible 

structures leading to effective witness and action. 

We equip women and girls around the world to be 

leaders in communities, agencies, workplaces, 

governments and churches. 

We work for justice through compassionate service 

and advocacy to change unfair policies and systems. 

We provide educational experiences that lead to 

personal change in order to transform the world. 

 

mailto:ritaac@mchsi.com
http://umwassembly.org/
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Returning to district offices in 2018 

PRESIDENT 

Nancy Stockdale 

300 Walnut St. #133 

Des Moines, IA 50309 

515-244-0605 (h) 515-991-5978 (c) 

nstock56@aol.com 

 

MISSION 

COORDINATOR FOR 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

Marilyn Burch 

2905 E. Aurora 

Des Moines, IA 50317 

515-262-7495 

nuhope57@msn.com 

 

MISSION COORDINATOR 

FOR SOCIAL ACTION 

Rita Carter 

7218 El Rancho Ave. 

Windsor Heights, IA 50324 

515-979-0605 

ritaac@mchsi.com 

 

PROGRAM RESOURCES 

COORDINATOR 

Carol Ann Davis 

2224 Tichenor St. 

Des Moines, IA 50317 

515-266-0669 (h) 

512-540-6851 (c) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

COORDINATOR 

Phyllis Huitt 

3108 Don Lee Court 

Des Moines, Iowa 50317 

515-537-0513 (c) 515-262-7518 (o) 

simpsonumeth@msn.com 

 

NOMINATIONS 

COMMITTEE 

Tori Reynolds 

1504 N 9th Ave Pl. E. 

Newton, IA 50208 

641-792-5391 

jvreynolds912@gmail.com 

 

Linda Rullan 

4209 Melanie Dr. 

Urbandale, IA 50322-1316 

515-278-8212 

lindarullan@man.com 

 

Sherry Veldhuizen 

328 SE 72nd St. 

Pleasant Hill, IA 50327-8073 

515-262-2235 

sveldhuizen@q.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:nstock56@aol.com
mailto:nuhope57@msn.com
mailto:ritaac@mchsi.com
mailto:simpsonumeth@msn.com
mailto:jvreynolds912@gmail.com
mailto:lindarullan@man.com
mailto:sveldhuizen@q.com
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
ASSEMBLY 

MAY 18-20, 2018 
GREATER COLUMBUS CONVENTION 

CENTER 
COLUMBUS, OHIO 

Through moving worship, inspiring speakers, immersion experience exhibits, riveting workshops and town hall-style 

meetings, members will leave Assembly with the knowledge, courage, and determination to change the world as part 

of a daring and compassionate 150 year-old movement. 

 

Registration has begun!  Cost is $295.00 on or before November 30
th

, 2017, then $330.00.  Registration must be 

online, so if you are not online, you might find a friend, relative, or church secretary who will register you online and 

share resulting emails about the Assembly.  You may register at www.umwassembly.org.  You will also register for 

one workshop Friday and one Saturday at the time you register.  You may also make a donation to project of your 

choice, or local units can send an Assembly donation to your District Treasurer. 

 

May 17 is an Ubuntu Day for service projects in Columbus.  Several women are interested in going a day early, and 

will carpool.  Cost is $60, plus an extra hotel night.  You will designate that when you register. Let us know if you 

need help with that.  You may reserve at the Sheraton for May 16. 

 

Hotels blocked for Iowa women are the Sheraton Columbus Hotel at Capitol Square ($139/nt before tax) and the 

Holiday Inn Columbus Downtown Capitol Square ($154/nt before tax).  We have both double rooms and king 

rooms.  Both hotels have shuttle service to the Convention Center and are ½ mile away.   Roommates please make just 

one reservation.  We need to give names to the hotels by December 1, or we will lose the rooms.  Click on these links 

to book your hotel:   

Holiday Inn-- IOWA - UM Women  or call 614-221-3281 for reservations. 

Sheraton-- United Methodist - Iowa Conference  or call 800-325-3535 (give group name) 

 

Transportation:  If we have enough interest, the Iowa Conference will pay for a chartered deluxe motorcoach to leave 

Thursday, May 17, returning late on Sunday the 20
th
.   The bus will have stops across the state as pickup points.  You 

may also wish to drive or to carpool.  There is money available to pay for transportation, whether by bus or car, after 

Assembly.  We are also hoping that some scholarships will be available. 

 

Judy Marnin and Ritzanna Seaton are in charge of logistics.  When you register online, send to Ritzanna and Judy:  

name, address, telephone number, email address, name of hotel, roommate, bus or car.  If you are unable to attend, it 

will be your responsibility to find a replacement. 

 

Contact us with questions:   

Ritzanna Seaton, 1670 – 220
th

 Street, Batavia, IA  52533, 641-693-4145 (home); 515-577-9551 (cell); 

rdseaton37@gmail.com. 

 

Judy Marnin, 52635 – 770
th

 Street, Anita, IA  50020, 712-762-4415 (home); 712-249-3557 (cell), 

jjmarnin@midlands.net. 

 

http://www.umwassembly.org/
https://www.holidayinn.com/redirect?path=hd-area&brandCode=hi&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=CMHET&_PMID=99801505&GPC=USC&viewfullsite=true
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1708095552&key=3AF9B8BB
mailto:rdseaton37@gmail.com
mailto:jjmarnin@midlands.net

