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en.org website to learn more about what is be-
ing planned at this quadrennial celebration for 
UMW with a theme of “The Power of BOLD.” 
Early bird registration (before November 30) is 
$295.  Participants can share hotel rooms, di-
viding the $160 per night cost (2 nights) up to 
four ways.  And a bus will go from Iowa with 
that cost covered by our Conference UMW.  
Yes, it’s expensive, but so worth the investment 
in reviving your UMW.  Give this some careful 
consideration when you look toward your future 
as a United Methodist Women’s unit.  

 

A personal story if I may:  My husband, Jerry, 
was in seminary in Kansas City when the 1978 
UMW Assembly was held in Louisville, Ken-
tucky.  As a seminary spouse, I received a 

scholarship to attend, and I was forever 
changed by the experience. The whole event 
was awe inspiring as I realized that truly United 
Methodist Women are in “The Middle of Tomor-
row!”  The topics addressed and the energy 
afoot were clearly on the cutting edge of the 
global issues of that time; we came home as 
women encouraged and empowered to affect 
the future of our world, joined together in a 
common mission.  That was 40 years ago when 
I was a much younger woman.  It’s time to in-
vite some of today’s younger women to help us 
keep up our energy and commitment – the 
world still needs our faith, hope and love! 

 

Our current mission priorities for UMW national-
ly are Climate Justice, Economic Inequality, 
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Message from our President 

 

Time to Re-energize UMW! 
 

Do you need to bring some new en-
ergy to your United Methodist Wom-
en’s organization?  Then consider 
using some of your funds to send 
one or even two of your “younger” 
women to the UMW National As-
sembly in Columbus, Ohio next May 
18-20!  There they will discover that 
UMW is ALIVE and WELL and still 
has much to offer to today’s world.  
Go to the unitedmethodistwom-
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Maternal & Child Health, and Criminalization 
of Communities of Color. These are today’s 
issues that are at the heart of “doing justice” 
for the good of God’s people, here and 
around the world.  Let’s add more voices as 
we speak up for those with little voice.  Con-
sider Assembly 2018 to experience “The 
Power of Bold!” 

 

If you can let me know as women register for 
the event, I’d like to keep track of those going 
from our district.  We hope to have a good 
representation from our East Central District! 

 

I’ll be looking forward to seeing many of you 
at our District Annual Meeting in Clinton on 

Saturday, September 23.  Also, Fall Mission 
u (Oct 20-22 in Marshalltown) is a great place 
to fire up your UMW members!  Bring chil-
dren and youth to the fall event for a shared 
family experience.  (Men are welcome, too, 
you know.) 

 

Blessings as you enter your fall UMW sea-
son. 

 

Barb Oakland, EC District President 

Barb.oakland@gmail.com  319-377-5977 

 

Message From our Vice-President 

Where has the summer gone? Sum-
mer Mission U is over, the Iowa State 
Fair will begin in about a week, the 
school buses will  soon be picking up 
the kids and college football is just 
around the corner. That could only 
mean one thing, it's time for the East 
Central Iowa Annual Meeting in Clin-
ton on Saturday September 23,2017. 
The ladies from Clinton First have 
been busy planning for our arrival. 
What a great time to worship, learn 
and network with other UMW units. 
This year we will be offering 3 
breakout sessions which you can at-
tend any two of the three. One session 
will be presented by Denise Ander-
berg on "The many uses of the Prayer 
Calendar"; the second session will be 
presented by Deb Streff and Katie 
Sabourin. They will be showing 
YouTube videos from other UMW 

units around the country on projects 
they are doing, i.e. The Legacy Fund 
and others. They will be firing us up to 
rekindle that flickering flame in our 
hearts for the UMW purpose. The third 
session will be presented by Sarah 
Paulos from Interfaith Power and Light 
on Climate Justice. The Iowa Confer-
ence officers will be presenting a 
short program and litany on Justice. 
Please join us for an educational and 
fun day.  WE ARE CALLED! 
 
Sonya Moss 
Vice President ECD 
3354 Kenruth Cir NE 
Iowa City, Iowa 52240 
319-621-7566 
ssmoss@mchsi.com 

mailto:Barb.oakland@gmail.com
tel:319-621-7566
mailto:ssmoss@mchsi.com
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Message From Our Nominations Chairman 

Blessings to all in Jesus’ name! 

WOW! That is how I would describe Mission 
u 2017. I would certainly encourage you to go 
in October if you did not make it to the sum-
mer Mission u. We were blessed with excel-
lent teachers (facilitators as they called them-
selves), great food and inspiring worship. 

The spiritual growth study of “Living as a Cov-
enant Community” was uplifting. Carol Toney 
did a super job of bringing the material to life. 
God chooses us to live in covenant with Him 
just as he chose ordinary people in the Bible 
to do the same. God never breaks His cove-
nant to us as His people. He is always there 
for us. Praise God! 

I took the Missionary Conferences study and 
learned so much about how they are run and 
how they came to exist. I have a special con-
nection to the Red Bird Missionary Confer-
ence as a lady from our church lived there as 
a small child. Her father was the first doctor at 
Red Bird Mission and also pastored some of 
the churches, so the study had special mean-
ing for me. 

You will have the opportunity at our district 
Mission Study Day on August 8 at Prairie 
Chapel UMC, Marion, to learn more about the 

Missionary Conferences. Jon and Leila Dis-
burg, who served in the Alaska Missionary 
Conference, will be our leaders. This will 
count as a 4-hour study. Please make reser-
vations with Deb Streff by August 1.  

On another note, we are still working to fill our 
slate of officers for 2018. Hopefully, we will 
have everything in place by the District Annu-
al Meeting in Clinton on September 23. 
Please pray with us! My team has worked 
very hard to make this happen. 

Joyfully serving my God & the EC District 
UMW- 

Linda Kemp 
Committee on Nomina-
tions, Chair 
319-430-7838 
nwk@kctc.net 

Message from our Treasurer 

Two offerings will be taken at the Annual 
Meeting. One will be your Unit’s Love Gift 
and should be presented by a representative 
from your Unit by bringing it to the front and 
placing it in the offering. The other offering 
will be for individual Love Gifts and will be 
collected by passing baskets. These offer-
ings will go toward our district pledge.  
 
We will also be having a Basket Silent Auc-
tion.  
 
If no members of your Unit are able to at-

tend, your treasurer may collect the gifts and 
mail the total amount to me so that your Unit 
will get credit. 
 
Please contact me if you 
have any questions. 
Donna Jordan 
360 12th Avenue SW 
Mt. Vernon, IA 52314 
319-895-8759 
ddjordan@q.com 

mailto:nwk@kctc.net
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Message from our Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

THOUGHTS ON SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

 

WOW! Mission U really packed a punch!  
Our topics really stirred the mind and heart.  
The theme, “We Are Called” leaves the 
question, to do what?  The Bible refers to 
many “callings”, but what does that mean for 
us today?  Our August bible verse states, 
“Blessed are all who hear the word of God 
and put it into practice.” Luke 11:28.  From 
the song, “We Are Called”, we are to live in 
the light, open our hearts, and sing a new 

song.  So be open to hear God’s words and 
let him call us, United Methodist Women, to 
go and put our faith, hope and love into ac-
tion in a world in need.  I’m looking forward 
to seeing many of you 
at District Annual 
meeting in Sept. and 
hearing your stories on 
how you are called. 

 

Barb Shepley 

Message From Our Mission Education and Interpretation 

“United Methodist Women, we are action.  
Once our hearts are opened to the suffering 
of God’s children,  we do not turn away,” 
says United Methodist Women`s president 
Sharon Priddy. 

That is exactly what moves me to be a part 
of UMW. And it all starts with education – 
Mission u, mission days,  reading the re-
sponse magazine, and reading and re-
searching.  Every four years the UMW 
chooses four priorities.  The 2016-2020 pri-
orities are CLIMATE JUSTICE,  ECONOMIC 
INEQUALITY,  MASS INCARCERATION,  
and MATERNAL and CHILD HEALTH. It is 
our responsibility as UMW to learn as much 
as we can on these topics. A very successful 
mission u has just been completed. It con-
sisted of moving music, spiritual challenge 
and growth,  classes on climate justice,  Mis-
sionary Conferences of the Methodist 
Church in the United States, and Living as a 
Covenant Community. But that is only the 
beginning. This led to challenging conversa-
tions and ACTION. 

As stated in the current response magazine,  
“. . . founder John Wesley focused on learn-
ing to put the leadings of the spirit into prac-

tice.” 

And to summarize, I will again pull a quote 
from the response magazine. “One of the 
expectations of a Weslyan faith is that our 
discipline leads us to action. I am grateful to 
be part of a community in which each one of 
us is called to make a difference in the 
world,  to exercise compassion and to work 
for justice.” I know you are doing a lot.  What 
is your next step?  your next action?  

My next steps are to help “green” our church 
using principals of climate justice that we 
have learned at mission 
u, and to continue the 
fight to empower women 
so they can work for 
economic equality,  and 
better health care. And 
most important of all is to 
encourage women to be 
a power of change. 

Deb Streff 

Mission Education and Interpretation  

debstreff@gmail.com  

mailto:debstreff@gmail.com
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Message From Our PROGRAM RESOURCES  

Thanks to all of you who have sent your 
reading lists for 2017.  If you read a cou-
ple of extra books this year, but not 
enough to get to Plan II, just start your 
list for 2018 and enter them there.  It will 
give you a head start for next year’s 
reading.  Remember, the best way to 
keep track of your reading is to use the 
Reading Program Reporting Form as 
your book mark.  That way as soon as 
you finish reading a book you can enter 
it on your reading form.  It helps you 
keep track of the books you’ve read and 
also lets you know which category you 
need for your next book.  If you need a 
Reading Program Form, just let me 
know and I’ll send you one, or you can 
pick one up at the District Annual Meet-
ing September 23. 

If you’re looking for a good read yet this 
summer, try “Boundless” by Bryan Bish-
op.  He tells amazing stories about the 
movements of Muslims, Hindus, Bud-
dhists, and others who follow Jesus out-
side the boundaries of what we know as 
traditional Christianity. 

Blessings and enjoy the rest of your 
summer. 

Kate Buroker 
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Invite someone new to Mission u 2017! 

Scholarships offered for two first time attendees! 

The East Central District UMW will pay the registration fee and $50 housing expense 

for two persons who have never attended our annual mission school event. 

Teen applicants will receive preference for one of the scholarships. 

 

Summer Mission u – Sunday, July 16 – Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Fall Mission u – Friday evening, October 20 – Sunday, October 22, 2017 

(fall session includes Spanish, Korean, Children’s, and Youth studies) 

Iowa Valley Community College, Marshalltown, Iowa 

Learning & fun with United Methodist Women from across Iowa 

Share a room with another East Central attendee at one of the local hotels 

Mission u is a unique nation-wide opportunity to explore important current issues impacting our society. 

Mission u is open to members and non-members of United Methodist Women, so bring a friend or family member! 

Mission u also includes worship, interest groups, AV presentations, and evening trips for Culver’s ice cream! 

Each Mission u event across the country offers classes on topics covering these three themes for 2017: 

       

 

Living as a Covenant Community      Missionary Conferences of The United Methodist Church       Climate Justice  

  Spiritual Growth Study 2017         in the United States - Geographic Mission Study 2017                   Issue Study – 2016-2017         

 

*********************************************************************************************************** 

Scholarship Request: _____ Summer _____ Fall _____ Teen 

 

Name of applicant _______________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________________ 
Phone______________________________   E-mail ____________________________________ 

 

Sponsoring UMW local organization _________________________________________________ 

 

Application deadline – June 10, 2017 for summer; September 10, 2017 for fall 
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Let the Children & Youth Come! 

Children & Youth Mission Activity Events 
At Fall Mission U 

Friday evening – Sunday afternoon 
October 20 - 22, 2017 

 
Children (6-10) and youth (11-17) are invited to come 

with a parent or grandparent 
for their own specially designed activity times learning about 

our UM Missionary Conferences in the United States 
Rev. Beverly Marshall-Goodell & Barb Oakland, leaders 

 
Find the UMW Mission u registration form at www.iaumc.org/missionuformerlySOCM 

$50 per child/$75 per youth includes all activities and meals 
for 24 hours of great learning and fun! 

(Pre-registration required by September 20 so plans can be made) 
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MISSION U COMES TO YOU! 
East Central District UMW Mission Study Day 

 
Tuesday, August 8, 2017 

9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
 

Missionary Conferences  
of the United Methodist Church in the U.S. 

 
Prairie Chapel United Methodist Church 

1817 Prairie Chapel Rd, Marion IA 
 Please consult your own maps for specific directions from your location. 

 
 

Bring a carload and a salad! 
(Each carload of participants is invited to bring a salad to share for lunch.) 

 
 

 
 

Workshop led by Mission u instructors 
 Jon & Leila Disburg 

 
Former missionaries in the  

Alaska Missionary 
Conference  

 

 
 
 

****************************************************************************** 
Please reply to Deb Streff 

319-721-8864   debstreff@gmail.com 
 

UMW name __________________________ Contact person _________________ 
 
Number of adults attending from unit ____________________ 
 
Childcare needed? _____   #_______   Ages ____________ 
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2017 East Central District Calendar 

Dates for District and Conference events: 

Tuesday, August 8 – Mission Study Day – Prairie Chapel UMC 

Saturday, September 23 – East Central District Annual Meeting – Clinton UMC 

Saturday, October 7 – Iowa Conference UMW Annual Meeting – Washington 

UMC 

Friday, October 20 – Sunday, October 22 – Fall Mission u – Marshalltown 

Friday, May 18 – Sunday, May 20, 2018 - 19th UMW Quadrennial Assembly - Co-

lumbus, Ohio 

 

 


