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 SOUTHEAST IOWA DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST  

        WOMEN NEWSLETTER    MARCH 2017 
 

IA UMW – www.iaumc.org/umw    National UMW – www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 

Mission Resource Center – www.umwmissionresources.org,  1-800-305-9857 
 

To all SE District United Methodist Women: 

 
“1 John 5:21, “Dear children keep away from anything that might take God’s place in your hearts.”  NLT   

  Hello everyone from Southeast District UMW!   Our 

first meeting was February 11th at the United Methodist Church 

in Washington.  I was very nervous about my first meeting as 

president; I worried a lot!!  On February 10th, we had our unit 

meeting and I am president of our local unit.  That night I went 

to bed and slept so well, and I was not worried.  Woke up and 

still wasn’t nervous, went to the church and I still was not 

nervous, the officers started coming and I still was not nervous nor was I nervous during the meeting.  

THAT TOLD ME A LOT!  I think this office was meant to be for me.  That it was a God thing!!!   At our 

meeting, we talked about the things we needed to; Southeast Iowa District Day-Apart Annual Meeting 

on April 8th, 8:45, for coffee & rolls and the meeting starts at 9:25.  It will be at the First United 

Methodist Church in Fairfield.  Guest speaker will be Becky Heeren, the conference secretary.  Call Joan 

Salts @ 641-472-5651 or e-mail her @ jjsalts@iowatelecom.net.  Lunch is $9.00, and let her know by 

April 3rd, if you are planning to attend.  I hope that all of you will try to attend and then I will get to 

meet more of my sisters.  I still am not nervous except now writing my first Vision & Views.  I am VERY 

EXCITED, and I am hoping between myself and God, that we will have a GREAT and EXCITING venture!

 After our district meeting I thought I would go home and put my feet up and relax.  On February 

4th, our church served at Saturday Kitchen, of which I am the Chairman in my third year of being in 

charge and have been in it for four years.  February 4th, 10th and 11th, I wanted to kickback.  When I got 

home my boyfriend was there, and we had talked about going to Maquoketa for a flea market; he asked 

me if I wanted to go and after a sigh, I said, “Yes.”  I packed quickly and we left.  We got there around 

5:30, checked into a hotel room and watched the Hawkeyes lose.  My boyfriend got up and came on my 

side of the bed, got down on his knees and proposed to me!!  I was in TOTAL SHOCK!!  My mouth 

dropped open and I kept looking at him and the ring and about 30 seconds later asked, “Really?”  He 

replied, “Yes Vickie, it’s real.”  I screamed “YES, YES and YES!!!!!  It is a “rock!” He also bought another 

ring for my wedding band that has three diamonds and it is so beautiful also!!  We about have everything 

done as far as what we want and the way we want it.  I had always said I wanted to get married on June 

3rd, which was when my parents got married.  I said, we will get married on June 3rd, 2018, and Ted 

looked me in the eyes and said, no we’re not, we’re getting married, June 3rd, 2017!!  I want to wait 
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because I have lost about 60 lbs. and this is a GREAT incentive to lose the rest of it.  Otherwise, we 

could get married this year.           

 I am so excited about being the president of the Southeast district and planning my wedding!!!  

What a GREAT combination!    

Vic Patterson, President 

910 E Adams St   Apt 3-D 

Washington  IA 52353 

E-mail  VicPat4304@gmail.com 

319-653-4304  home 
 

VICE PRESIDENT NOTES: 

 Do you ever feel like a root bound plant?  A little droopy, in need of nourishment, or perhaps you 

have just stopped growing?  Well don’t worry, you need to REPOT!  That is exactly what we can do, 

too.  Plants need space with ample room to grow, but a space not too much bigger as that would not 

encourage the roots to grow.  We need to add substance, to refresh and give nourishment.  Just like a 

plant, we need to sprinkle on a little water, to fill the needs and quench our thirst, and add some 

sunshine and the right surroundings, for good health and growth.  We can compare ourselves to God’s 

green plants to remind ourselves that we cannot stay stagnant in the same place and be a good disciple 

of Christ.  We need to replenish ourselves so that we can reach out and spread our faith in our 

surroundings.  Let us not forget that we are like plants and have to adjust and change to continue our 

growth.  In closing:  Do not become overwhelmed by taking on too much (becoming root bound), but in 

order to grow we need to be fed and watered (prayer, sacraments, and feeding our souls by expanding 

our knowledge of our faith) and expose ourselves to the life giving SON-shine, and then find our place in 

our community to reach out and serve as good examples, and share our faith with others. 

 

Connie Nealy  Vice President 

19953 155th St Danville IA 52623-9130 

Cnealy1170@danvilleteleco.net 

319 392-4543 

 

NOMINATION NOTES: 

 Greetings from the Committee on Nominations.  While the need for new members to join the 

District Executive Board for specific openings on the Board normally changes every 2 to 4 years, the 

Committee is always looking to and asking the general UMW district membership to fill several positions 

yearly.  We have to ask at a time that seems to be "early" for the District Annual meeting (when the new 

Board members are normally installed for the following year) because the inquiries are just the first 

part of a long process that precedes the installation.  Due to the advancement in and the spread of the 

use of modern technology many of the positions come close to requiring knowledge and experience in 

working with (on) computers. 

    This January the position of Secretary unexpectedly became open due to health reasons.  Since 

the Secretary's presence and work are needed at each meeting and at times in between, this position 
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needed to be filled "asap".  By God's grace and her strong desire to serve God where He leads and UMW 

whenever she can, Judie Ulin has said, “Yes,” to serving as our new Secretary for the 2017-2018 

term.  Judie will introduce herself as the Secretary within this issue.  Thank you, Judie, and welcome 

back. 

    Other positions needing to be filled for 2018, starting Jan. 1 and installed this Sept. 9th at 

Columbus Junction, are Coordinator for Spiritual Growth (giving devotions at meetings and organizing the 

Day Apart gathering plus attending DOTE -- a 2-day training event in July for all district executive 

officers -- writing an article for each issue of Vision & Views and serving as a shepherdess during her 

term.  Four new members of the Committee on Nominations (an ideal number) and a Chairperson of the 

Nominating Committee) will complete their allowed years of service this December as well. The 

Committee Members help the Nomination's Chairperson search for the people to fill Board vacancies, 

attend Board meetings as they can and 2 Committee meetings yearly and serve as shepherdesses during 

their term.   

 We need your help in finding people to fill these positions.  You know your unit members far 

better than we do and can.  Please call, e-mail or write Carol Nelson (see below data) if you know of 

UMW members who could fill a position, enjoy travel and love UMW and serving God and Christ in 

mission.  (All of these positions are good places to start serving on the Board.) 

    Day Apart in Fairfield (April 8) will be a joy to all who attend.  See you there.  Joy is also found in 

serving on the Board as we serve and grow in Christ. 

 

Carol Nelson, Chairperson of Committee on Nominations 

715 Cleveland Ave., Apt 7 / Keokuk, IA  52632-2642 

(319) 524--3125 / e-mail:  carlnel.nom15@gmail.com 

 

MEMBERSHIP NURTURE AND OUTREACH 

Beginning 2017 has been exciting for the SE Iowa District United Methodist Women. We are 

fired up and anxious to start another year meeting goals and reaching out through our missions. This will 

be my second year as your MNO coordinator, and it has started out smoothly for me. As I promised, we 

enclosed the new membership form in the president’s packet for reporting. You also have the option of 

filing your membership information online at: www.unitedmethodistwomen.org. When you sign into this 

site, click on census and the prompts will take you through filling out the information. This site has been 

set up so I can check to see if you have filed your membership. The deadline for reporting is March 31st 

so I will be contacting you if you do not get your report filed soon. 

As far as your Shepherdess visits, it is usually up to you to contact her and invite her to come for 

a visit. We had a few last minute changes at the start of the year so some of you may hear from your 

Shepherdess to let you know that it has changed. This could not be helped and I apologize, but know you 

are all flexible and will go with the change. There are forms in the president’s packet that you may 

utilize when you have the visit to evaluate and hopefully cast some light on new ideas or issues for the 

UMW. My local unit in Donnellson came up with a neat idea this year. They plan to have a regular business 

meeting every other month and a mission oriented activity on the opposite months. The activities have 

not been decided on at this time, but working at the food pantry or local homeless shelter were 

suggestions.  Through these activities we hope to get other ladies involved and to reach out to 

community.  

mailto:carlnel.nom15@gmail.com
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Looking forward to the Day Apart in Fairfield and getting to see all of you. 

“Remember, life is an echo. You get back what you send out.”  

 

Jane F. Duke, Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator 

Donnellson, IA. 52625-9650 

319-750-9144,  janeduke15@gmail.com 

 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH NOTES: 

 It will soon be spring and we look forward to the renewal of everything!  The flowers 

will be peeking through;  the grass and leaves will show some green;  new animal babies are coming;  and 

we want to look forward to the renewal of our faith as well as we celebrate Easter. 

 

Here are some quotes I recently read about spring: 

     Spring shows us what God can do with a drab and dreary world.  (Borland) 

     The day God created hope was probably the same day he created spring.  (Williams) 

     Every April, God rewrites the book of Genesis.  (unkn) 

     The soul of a child is the loveliest flower that grows in the garden of God. (unkn) 

     Be a rainbow to the storms of life.  (Byron) 

     Spring is a boy with a kite in his hand. (unkn) 

 

Life is short--live it. 

Love is rare--grab it. 

Anger is bad--dump it. 

Memories are sweet--cherish all of it. 

 My hope for each of you is to enjoy this spring renewal time and that you will have a blessed 

Easter. 

The goal of each spiritual experience is to live every moment with love, grace, and gratitude. 

 

Please join us in Fairfield on Saturday, April 8, for our district Day Apart.  The focus will be 

Faith,  Hope,  and  Love In Action. 

 

Linda Hoy, Spiritual Growth Coor. 

PO Box 276,  Richland,  Ia  52585 

319 456-6581 

dochoy@yahoo.com 

 

MISSION EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION: 

 

 When was the last February that we were so blessed with weather like this?  I believe it was 

2000.  We vacationed at Disney World and Epcot and it was warmer here than there!  I'm not 

complaining, I'm just worried about the plants.  My pussy willows are fuzzed out already.  My Czech 

heritage says pussy willows are given out on Palm Sunday, not palms.  To think that Easter is late this 
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year amazes me more when I realize that. 

 Just a reminder that it's time to start thinking about filling out those Mission Study and Mission 

Day reports.  They are due to me by June 30th.  They were in the president’s packets, and some of the 

regular packets that were handed out at the Annual District meeting.  I must then turn them in to the 

conference officer when I am done with my report. Time to start looking for those forms!  Hoping to see 

many of you at Day Apart in April. 

 

Blessings, 

Sally Barrett, Mission Education and Interpretation 

1107 Grand Avenue  Keokuk, Iowa  52632 

barretts@mchsi.   

 

SECRETARY GREETINGS:               

                This is a note of introduction to some of you, and a re-introduction to others.  I was a district 

officer some years ago.  My husband, Jerry, a heart transplant recipient of 17 years ago, had at least 4 

years of debilitating health issues, which required me to stay at home and be the full-time nurse.  Jerry 

went to his Heavenly home June 29, 2016.  We prayed, together, that God would call Jerry to that 

“Mansion, Just over the Hilltop.”  The hearts of my family are full, and happy, for the years we were 

blessed with a wonderful husband and father.   

                Our District UMW Nominating Committee has asked me to come on board to serve as District 

Secretary, as that position needs to be filled quickly.  With God’s help, I am willing to step in and serve 

the Lord however He leads.   I am looking forward to meeting new friends, and saying hello to the ones I 

have missed seeing these years.   

                I am a member of Keswick United Methodist Church, play the piano and organ at both Keswick 

and Webster UM Churches.  I have adult children and grandchildren, who just honored me with a 

surprise party for my 75th birthday.   

 

Judie Ulin, 21533 105th Street, North English, IA 52316-9007,   

 judieulin@netins,.net    Ph. 319-738-2325 

 

GREETINGS UMW TREASURERS, other officers, and members in general:   

 Southeast District has pledged $78,000 to missions for 2017. We were fortunate to have 42 

units make “Five Star Unit” status in 2016. In order for a unit to achieve “Five Star Unit,” they must 

make contributions to EACH of the following five categories of mission giving:  

 *1. Pledge to Mission           

 *2. Special Mission Recognition - Minimum $40       

 *3. Gift to Mission (Cards) Minimum $5 each       

 *4. Gift in Memory (Cards) Minimum $5 each        

 *5. World Thank Offering                 

These are the first 5 starred areas on the Remittance Form. 
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mailto:judieulin@netins,.net


6 

 

Note:  Gift to Mission greeting cards may be purchased by your treasurer on the remittance forms to 

the District Treasurer.  Cards are also available at Day Apart, at the District Annual Meeting in 

September, and Mission Day. 

Note:  Gift in Memory cards – Units should have a supply on hand to use at the time of bereavement and 

when used, send the minimum $5 donation with the next remittance to the District Treasurer. 

 In addition to the “Five Star” giving categories, the Iowa UMW Conference asks local units to 

make annual donations to our National Projects in Iowa at $1 per member for each project.   

  1. Shesler Hall, Sioux City - $1.00 per member 

 2. Bidwell-Riverside, Des Moines – $1.00 per member 

 3. Hawthorn Hill, Des Moines – $1.00 per member 

 4. Mission u – Marshalltown, IA - $1.00 per member   

 5. Magazine Fund for missionaries and deaconesses - $1.00 per unit 

 The 2018 District Pledge to Mission Form will be included in the President’s Annual Meeting 

packet in September and due back to me by November 15, 2017.  

May God Bless – Cindy Seberg, SE District Treasurer 

1510 150th Street       

Mount Pleasant, IA 52641 Phone 319-256-8461 Email:   cseberg50@gmail.com 

 

LEGACY FUND 

The Legacy Fund is a permanent endowment held at the National Office of UMW in New York.  Income 

from the Legacy Fund will ensure the future of United Methodist Women. Legacy Fund donations need 

to be mailed directly to the National Office. Treasurers, do NOT send on your remittance form! 

The address to send donations to the Legacy Fund follows: 

 Office of the Treasurer 

 United Methodist Women National Office 

 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1503 

 New York, NY 10115 

 If the gift is given in honor of or in memory of someone, include the name and address of that 

person as well as the name and mailing address and email address of the donor. Legacy Funds will be 

continuously received through 2019 when United Methodist Women celebrate our 150th anniversary. 

Questions regarding the Legacy Fund should be sent to: legacyfund@unitedmethodistwomen.org 

                  Telephone:  212-870-3741  
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