
Annual Report from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary 
 
The 2015-2016 academic year has been dedicated to these priorities: 

• Strengthening the school’s commitment to public theology through the engagement of a 
feasibility study and continued focus on environmental sustainability, racial equity and non-
violence work, and child advocacy as we sponsor a 2016 summer Freedom School. 

• Creating a Black Sacred Music and Worship program. 
• Developing a new strategic plan. 
• Assessing the level of racial equity and diversity inclusion in the institution. 
• Engaging new patterns of worship in chapel. 
• Implementing a generational stewardship plan for theological education 
• Revising the MDiv curriculum 

  
Public Theology Lecture Series 
The 2015-2016 series are held in honor of the 45th Anniversary of the Center for the Church and the 
Black Experience with a focus on racial equity and diversity inclusion:  

• September 22, 2015: “Ferguson at the Intersection of Faith and Justice.” Dr. Leah Gunning 
Francis (G-ETS 2009), Assistant Professor of Christian Education, Eden Theological Seminary. 
her book, Ferguson & Faith: Sparking Leadership and Awakening Community. 

• November 3, 2015: “Freedom in Blackness: Exploring Theology and Self-Identity in the Midst of 
Activism.” Rev. Dr. Pamela Lightsey (G-ETS 2005), Associate Dean for Community Life and 
Lifelong Learning and Clinical Assistant Professor of Contextual Theology and Practice, Boston 
University School of Theology.  

• February 23, 2016:  “Race Matters through the Lenses of a Local Pastor.” Rev. Dr. Michael 
Nabors, Senior Pastor, Second Baptist Church of Evanston, Illinois. 

• March 22, 2016:  “Fearless Dialogue: Overtures of a Movement.” Dr. Gregory Ellison, Associate 
Professor of Pastoral Care and Counseling, Candler School of Theology. 

• April 5, 2016:  “What to Make of White People: Theological Reflections on Black Lives Matter.”  
Rev. Dr. Stephen Ray, Neal F. and Ila A. Fisher Professor of Systematic Theology, Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary 

 
Black Sacred Music and Worship 
Following careful consultation with national leaders and musicians, we have announced the launch of a 
program that will not only honor and help to preserve the historical contributions of the black church to 
sacred music and worship, but that will also train contemporary church musicians to incorporate the gifts 
of the black church into a variety of liturgical styles.  Rev. Dr. Cynthia Wilson is the Director of this new 
program, and Rev. Dr. Bobby McClean will chair the Board of Advisors.  
 
Strategic Plan 
Our 2016-2021 Strategic Plan was approved by the Board of Trustees on October 22, 2015. It as based 
upon extensive dialogue with students, alums, faculty, administrators, staff persons, trustees, bishops, 
pastors, and community leaders. The Plan is sensitive to the changing landscape of theological education 
and recognizes both the exciting and challenging nature of these days. The times require innovation that is 
responsive to shifting needs. We believe the plan embodies our call to be a servant seminary for the 
church, the world, and the academy and to attract students with a relevant and robust 21st century 
theological education. 
 
Racial Equity and Diversity Inclusion 
We have engaged external consultants, working with a representative task force, to do an assessment of 
the school through interviews, focus group discussions, and surveys. A report of findings will be given in 



the spring.  As a result, training processes that address identified needs for growth and improvement will 
be engage the whole community.  
 
New Patterns of Worship for Chapel 
We welcomed a new dean of the chapel this year, Rev. Dr. Tércio Junker.  Recognizing the variety of 
worship dynamics and traditions present at the school, we are establishing new chapel times and 
experiences that will allow more options for our community.  We affirm and welcome expressions of this 
diversity in our worship life together. 
 
Thank you for your continued interest in our work.  We are grateful to serve The United Methodist 
Church and the church at large.  For more information about Garrett-Evangelical, I encourage you to visit 
our website, www.garrett.edu, and to visit us on campus.   
 
Cordially, 
 
 
 
Lallene J. Rector, President 
 
About Us 
Garrett-Evangelical is the result of the interweaving of three institutions: 

• Garrett Biblical Institute, the first Methodist seminary in the Midwest, was established in 1853 by 
largely the same church people who founded Northwestern University.  

• Chicago Training School, established in 1885, was an important force for women in ministry and 
for developing service agencies throughout Chicago. Chicago Training School merged with 
Garrett Biblical Institute in 1934. 

• Evangelical Theological Seminary, located in Naperville and founded as a seminary of the 
Evangelical Church (later the Evangelical United Brethren) in 1873, joined with Garrett 
Theological Seminary in 1974 to form Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary. 

 
Garrett-Evangelical is committed to making seminary education affordable as reflected in the awarding of 
more than $2.5 million in scholarship aid to students each year.  Garrett-Evangelical also leads all United 
Methodist seminaries in the Dollars for Scholars program with 45 recipients. 


