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SOUTHEAST IOWA DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST 
WOMEN NEWSLETTER    DECEMBER 2016 

 

IA UMW – www.iaumc.org/umw    National UMW – www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 
Mission Resource Center – www.umwmissionresources.org,  1-800-305-9857 

 
GREETINGS TO ALL DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

Posted on my computer monitor stand is this verse from Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Him who 
strengthens me.”  And this has served me well these past years, as I accepted several District Officer positions 
that I had no particular training for. But I had a willingness to serve God, and He has allowed me to grow in 
faith as I worked with you all to put our “Love in Action”.  You may have gotten tired of my continual 
encouragement to give sacrificially to support the programs and projects that United Methodist Women 
supports, but I don’t believe there is any better place to invest our resources for the betterment of God’s 
Kingdom.  We are on the top edge in timeliness of our Mission u studies.  Our National Leadership Team is 
made up of knowledgeable and sincerely dedicated women who spend our money so wisely and carefully.  So 
often my daily devotion scriptures seem to be speaking directly to me, and to United Methodist Women.  
Verses like Deuteronomy 15:10 “Give generously to them and do so without a grudging heart…”, Matthew 
25:35 “I was a stranger and you welcomed me”, Mark 10:45 “for even the Son of Man came not to be served 
but to serve…”, James 2:8 “You must love and help your neighbors just as much as you love and take care of 
yourself”, 2 Corinthians 9:10 “For God who gives seed to the farmer to plant, and later on good crops to 
harvest and eat, will give you more and more seed to plant and will make it grow so that you can give away 
more and more fruit from your harvest.”, and Galatians 6:9 “And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in 
due season we will reap, if we do not give up. These are just a small sampling of how the Bible speaks to us, 
directing how we should strive to live. United Methodist Women keep on keeping on!  I have gained 
spiritually, found confidence in leadership roles, met and learned from wonderful fellow officers and have 
been privileged to share in varied activities with many of you.  I feel so blessed! Thank You! 
 

Mary Taeger 
SE District President 2013-2016 
13803 Beaverdale Rd, West Burlington, IA 52655, 319-572-0115, mktaeger@gotsky.com 
 

VICE PRESIDENT 

During this, my first year, as vice president, one of my privileges was to help plan the Annual District Meeting.  
For those whom were able to attend, I hope you enjoyed it, and for those who could not be with us, we 
missed you.  We heard some great comments about our host church’s puppet ministry; my favorite puppet 
skit was the potluck scene.  Of course, as United Methodists, we all know the true meaning of potluck, a 
coming together to share the very best we have to offer.  The same should be true in relationship to our faith, 
showing our very best as Christians.  We are the noticeable example of our faith as it is seen through our 
actions and our speech.  
This has been a year of meeting wonderful women, working on my faith, both personally and with others. 
Now, I can look back on this first year and see my growth, but know that I want for more.     

VISION & VIEWS  

http://www.iaumc.org/umw
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://www.umwmissionresources.org/
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The past year has offered me so much to be thankful for, it is my hope that you will celebrate your blessings 
and share what you have been given with others.  For the coming year, our UMW theme is:  A Fresh Wind 
Blowing - Come Soar with Us.  We all have a special gift that needs to be shared, so spread your talent like 
glorious wings and let it take you to new heights…………….Come Soar with UMW!   

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace. 
                 - 1 Peter 4:10      

Connie Nealey, Vice President 
19953 155th St Danville IA 52623 
Cnealey1170@danvilleteleco.net  319 392 4543 
 

TREASURERS 

As 2016 comes to a close, it is also time to think about closing your books, so that I can also close mine. I 
would like to have ALL financial transactions sent to me by December 15, 2016. 
 

SKIP ONE for Missions contributions are assisting us in meeting our District pledge to missions. If you haven’t 
contributed and still want to, just earmark it on your remittance sheet! 
 

Please remember that donations to Bidwell Riverside, Hawthorn Hill, Shesler Hall, & Mission u have been 
raised to $1.00 per member. Please use the remittance form given to you in the President’s packet at Annual 
Meeting. If you need a new one, OR if you would like an electronic copy, please contact me. 

 Also – I would like you to complete and send OR email me the Pledge Form – also found in the President’s 
packet. Due date was November 15, BUT I will take it any time! 
 

Unit updates on giving will be mailed during November, so you have time to complete 5-Star commitments.  
As always – any questions or comments, please feel free to contact me – hopefully, I will have the answer. 
 

May God bless until next time . . .   

Cindy Seberg 
SE District Treasurer 
1510 150th Street Mount Pleasant, Iowa  52641-9270 
Home (319) 256-8461  Cell (319) 750-2081 
cseberg50@gmail.com 
 

READING PROGRAM ALERT!! 

Dear Readers, 

I have enjoyed and felt honored serving our district these past four years. It has been great learning to know 

so many of you.  

Every unit, please encourage everyone to read our Reading List Books – they can change your life! 

Our new Program Resource Secretary is Paula Pohren from Embury Church. I know you will be delighted to 

meet her and make her feel welcome as she begins her new assignment. We welcome donations of books 

your unit no longer needs. Books stay on the list for 6 years. 
 

In the love of Christ, 
Hazel Wheeldon, retiring Secretary of Program Resources  
 

mailto:Cnealey1170@danvilleteleco.net
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SOCIAL ACTION 

Greetings!  I hope everyone had a great summer and now we are heading into my favorite time of the year; 
fall and all of the holidays.  Last issue I gave you some information about economic justice with some places 
you could find more information and to contact your state and local representatives.  In Micah 6:8 it states:  
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.  
In my opinion these three things are the most important things for you to do as a Christian.  It follows that the 
United Methodist Women’s motto is Faith, Hope and Love in Action.  You can’t just talk about those things but 
you must take action.  Sometimes I wonder what I can do as a single individual when I look at the big picture.  
But there are some things.  When we think about justice for the marginalized I think about the bags we made 
at Mission u to be distributed to various groups, the food pantries, the thrift centers.  Perhaps you could 
volunteer at one of these worthy projects.  If you have a domestic violence shelter in your area, donate paper 
and personal products.  If you have a pregnancy crisis center in your area, they always need diapers, baby 
products, maternity clothes, baby clothes.  They are simple things that anyone can do, and it will make a 
difference in someone’s life.  Take action!  If we all did a small service, we would make a big difference.  
 

In Christ 
Linda Jantz, SE District Social Action Officer 
4710 N. Ripley St, Davenport, IA 52806, 563-391-6897, gljantz@mchsi.com 

 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
 

Our church pastor has led a Bible study this fall on 40 Days of Love by Rick Warren.   
 Our small group of men and women has learned about the lessons of love gleaned from  
1st Corinthians 13:4.   The basics are to be patient, kind, to speak the truth, forgive, and be unselfish.   We 
have shared our thoughts on the video presentations and thoroughly discussed our own experiences and 
situations. We have become a supportive, encouraging group of friends.  Mr. Warren states that we all need a 
church family.  There is so much value in a community of faith to keep us strong in the Lord.   Hebrews 10:25 
says "Do not give up meeting together.......but let us encourage one another." 
  

Our goal should be to act in love.  We need to open our eyes and truly see those around us.  We should set 
aside our own agenda for just a moment and make someone else a priority.  Just wait and see how God will 
use you in the lives of people around you to encourage them and give them hope.  You will be the one who is 
blessed.  
I like these words:   Forget who hurt you yesterday; but don't forget those who love you today.   Forget the 
past that makes you cry;   and focus on the present that makes you smile. 
  
Linda Hoy, Spiritual Growth 
PO Box 276,  Richland, IA  52585 
Ph.  319-456-6581  e-mail: doc_hoy@yahoo.com 

MEMBERSHIP NURTURE AND OUTREACH                                                                                                                            
A very happy and warm fall and holiday season to all of you. Just wanted to let each of you know that this has 
been a wonderful and busy first year in office and we survived the electronic roll out. We have developed a 
new information sheet for the information we need for next year and enclosed it in the president’s packet for 
2017.  You will also find the shepherdess list for next year and their contact information. It seems everyone is 

mailto:gljantz@mchsi.com
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concerned that we are not getting new members and decreased involvement. If you have any ideas I would be 
interested in sharing those with other local units. Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns and 
I will work to find answers or share information. May your Christmas be Blessed. 
Jane F. Duke, Coordinator for Membership Nurture and Outreach 
800 N. Main Street A-3 
Donnellson, IA. 52625  319-750-9144 

 
SECRETARY 

Here is a big "thank-you" to all of the unit secretaries who have already sent their new officer lists for 2017 to 
me.  I'm caught up to date with putting them on the master list for the new 2017 incoming secretary, Linda 
Sue Mullen, but there are still over 20 officer lists I've not received yet.  Remember, we are using email to 
send to as many of the officers as possible, which saves on the printing and mailing expenses. If the President, 
Vice President, Secretary, or Treasurer does not have an email address available, we will send it to any of 
those 4 by U.S. Mail.  We have saved quite a lot for missions by using email during 2015 and 2016.  And we can 
send extra information when needed by email between newsletter issues. 
 

In case you were not at the Annual Meeting, here is the new 2017 District Secretary's contact information. 
Name:     Linda Sue Mullen 
US Mail:  111 South 2nd Street, Apt 610, Keokuk, IA 52632-5809;  
Phone:    319-524-6860;  
Email:      lindasue39@mchsi.com 
 

Secretary “End of Year” and “Storage” action: 
 

At the end of the year the Unit Secretary should retain from the past year documents such as: 
One copy of the Unit's program book and/or directory (officer lists), meeting minutes, audits, and one copy of 
programs or bulletins from other special events such as retreats, mission programs, and/or district events, and 
other legal or official papers such as bequests, scholarships, etc.   If you are ending your term and passing 
these things on, remember, these records belong to the Unit, not the Secretary. 
 

Determine and document in the minutes the actual storage locations of these records. You may consult the 
church administrative council or historian, who may have information about storage of official church records.  
Home storage is not recommended due to legal questions that could arise, such as in case of an officer's 
death. 
 

Create a list of the stored records with a copy for the Secretary and for the President.  Document who besides 
the Secretary has access to the storage location. Include this information in the minutes of the Unit. 
_________ 
 
Kathy Byers 
Retiring SE District Sec’y 
 
 
 

 
 

 

PURPOSE OF UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose 
purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus 
Christ, to develop a creative, supportive fellowship, and to expand concepts of mission 
through participation in the global ministries of the church. 

mailto:lindasue39@mchsi.com
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COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS: 
 

     With 2017 nearly upon us you newly elected officers (Vic Pattterson, District President, Linda Sue Mullen, 
District Secretary and Paula Pohren, District Chairperson of Program Resources) have spent time becoming 
familiar with their  positions, are looking forward to being a part of your Board and will be ready to assume 
their posts in January.  Our first District Board meeting will be in February.   
 

     The position that was not filled in September, however and that MUST be filled by September, 2017 for 
election then is Chairperson of Committee on Nominations.  In addition to her, we and she will need 2-3 more 
UMW members who will join her in comprising this extremely important committee on the Board.  The two 
remaining Nom. Com. members working in 2017 besides myself will complete their years of service at that 
year's end.  Currently the Committee is one person short for 2017 with Delores Bashore's retirement this Dec.  
Fortunately, the IA Conference UMW Board granted our district and "yours truly" a one-year-
only "dispensation" to continue on as Chairperson (a very unusual, but necessary action) that cannot continue. 
 YOUR service is needed.  Ideally, the chairperson serves normally for just 2 years plus (hopefully 2 more years 
on the Committee.  The other members of the Committee serve for 2-4 years of service. 
     When there is an unplanned vacancy on the Board during the year that position can be filled at anytime a 
UMW member says "yes" to taking that position.  Now is an excellent time for 2 members to say "yes" to 
being on the Committee which  will give them (you) time to learn about the Board and the Committee before 
officially taking the post in Sept.  Once on the Committee you will be among the first to learn of all 
approaching vacancies and what those jobs entail.  As yearly happens other positions on the Board will need 
to be filled with the natural completions of tenures.  We will say more about this later. 

     In the meanwhile we will continue to call, pray and call again, repeatedly just like the woman who 
persistently knocked on the judge's door looking for help ( Luke 18:1-8). I am sure God will continue to lead 
women with passions for UMW, with servant hearts and with the willingness to step out in faith to join your 
District and local unit Boards who strive to fulfill our purpose for years to come. 

Carol Nelson, Nominations Chair 
715 Cleveland Ave Apt 7 
Keokuk IA 52632 (319) 524 3125 
Carlnel.nom15@gmail.com 
 

MISSION EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION 
 

How Great Thou Art.  I woke up this morning with that hymn in my head.  What a wonderful way to start my 
day!  I hope your days start like this.  Well, Mission Day is late this year, so I can’t report what a great time we 
had, but I know that we will/did.  How can you NOT have a fantastic time with Mary Kathryn Pearce leading us 
in a Mission Study??  I’ve even convinced Pastor hubby to join us! 

We recently attended a Burlington Civic Music event and I saw a UMW in the distance that my husband knew.  
I wasn’t able to talk with her, but Dave did.  AS she was putting two and two together to how they knew each 
other she said, “Oh, you’re Sally’s husband!”  Isn’t it nice to know that as women, we are being recognized!  
After all, I’ve been involved in UMW longer than he’s been a pastor!!  Sorry I missed talking with you Olive… 

As the fall and winter approach please start planning to do Mission Studies in your churches.  Perhaps you can 
share a study with neighboring churches.  What a great way to meet other UMW in our district.  And as you do 
so, keep in mind women who could serve on the District Board.  It is amazing the things you learn about UMW 
once you go beyond your local units.  Learn more about what WE, as women do, have done, and can do, 
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besides what we have always done.  Change, grow, and expand concepts of mission through participation in 
the global ministries of the church!! 

May blessings abound through the coming holiday season and always. 

Sally Barrett 
Mission Education and Interpretation 
319-524-2220 
barretts@mchsi.com 

 
NOTES FROM 2017 NEW LEADERSHIP 
 

Hello SE District United Methodist Women, 
As your new incoming SE District UMW President, I’d like to share a little about myself.  I live in Washington, IA 
and have recently been President of the Washington UMW unit.  I went to College and became an 
Administrative Assistant.  Later, I wanted to be a Medical Transcriptionist because I wanted to work from 
home & take care of my mother, but she passed away, and I never finished the course.  I make greeting cards 
to send to people, and used to do many crafts.  I like to watch the St. Louis Cardinals, the Pittsburg Steelers, 
and go fishing.  I am lucky to have a great boyfriend for the past 3 years who treats me like a queen.  I am 
looking forward to meeting many of you as I do Shepherdess visits, and attend District events with you. 
 

Vic Patterson, President 
Vicpat4304@gmail.com 
 
GREETINGS TO ALL! 
I am joining the SE District UMW Officers for the first time with mixed feelings of excitement and 
apprehension.  I have always enjoyed being a UMW member so I am excited to take this next step and work 
with a whole new group of women.  I am very apprehensive as I don’t really know what to expect!  Please 
have patience with me and advise me along the way.  My husband Steve and I have been married for 46 years 
and have lived the entire time in the Farmington, IA area.  We actually live on our farm near Croton, IA.  It is a 
beautiful part of the state and home to some of the best Iowans!  Steve and I had 2 children – a girl, Laura and 
a boy, Christopher.  We lost Laura in 2000 to an unheard of genetic disease that took her life over a period of 
21 years.  Throughout this dificult time, we had Laura’s younger brother Chris to keep us going.  Chris is now 
married to Terra and they have four beautiful children that are the joys of our lives.  Luckily for us, they live in 
Farmington and we get to participate in their lives.  Terra works with me at Peoples Mutual Insurance in 
Donnellson. As 2017 starts, I will be going part-time and Terra will be taking over my position as manager of 
the Company.  I look forward to the part-time work schedule and am even more excited about full retirement 
in 2018! I have received the two suitcases full of the books that are available for loan.  I will be bringing those 
to our meetings.  I have actually read one book that I really enjoyed and plan to get into those suitcases this 
winter and find may more good reads.  In the future, I plan to share some of these ‘book reports’ with you. 
 

I am looking forward to meeting and workiing with all of you.  Enjoy this holiday season that is upon us.  I hope 
you all get to spend some time with your family and loved ones. 
 
Paula Pohren, Program Resources 
ppohren@windstream.net 
 
 
 

mailto:barretts@mchsi.com
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2017 BIBLE VERSES 
 

January 2 Chronicles 7:14  "Then if my people who are called by my name will humble themselves and 

pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and will forgive 

their sins and heal their land." NLT 

 

February I John 5:21 "Dear children keep away from anything that might take God’s place in   

  your hearts." NLT 

 

March  Philippians 4: 4-5 "Be glad in the Lord always! Again I say, be glad! Let your    

  gentleness show in your treatment of all people. The Lord is near." CEB 

 

April  I Peter 1:3-4 "Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great   

  mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus   

  Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade.    

  This inheritance is kept in heaven for you." NIV 

 

May  I John 4:10 "This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his    

  Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins." NIV 

 

June  Matthew 7:20 "The way to identify a tree or a person is by the kind of fruit produced." TLB 

 

July  Galatians 3:27-28 "All of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed     

  yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek; there is neither slave nor    

  free; nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus." CEB 

 

August Luke 11:28 "Blessed are all who hear the word of God and put it into practice." NLT 

 

September Psalm 46:10 "Be still, and know that I am God!" NRSV 

 

October John 8:12 "When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, 'I am the light of the    

  world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of   

  life.'"NIV 

 

November Hebrews 12:14 "Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy;    

  without holiness no one will see the Lord." NIV 

 

December Luke 2:19 "But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart."  NRSV 
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