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The Book of Discipline calls for the establishment of an Older Adult Council. It states its 

purpose as “providing a forum for information sharing, cooperative planning, and joint 

program endeavors.” They are to serve as an advocate for older adult concerns and 

issues and serves to support ministries by, with and for older adults. 

 

This council has several responsibilities. 

1. Identify the needs, concerns, and potential contributions of older adults. 

2. Promote a plan of comprehensive ministry by, with and for older adults in local 

churches that includes spiritual growth, education, training, mission, service and 

fellowship. 

3. Support the development of resources that will undergird local church ministries 

by, with and for older adults. 

4. Advocate development and implementation of policies and service designed to 

impact systems and concepts that adversely affect older adults. 

5. Educate and keep before the Church the lifelong process of aging, with emphasis 

on the quality of life, intergenerational understanding, and faith development. 

6. Encourage the development of resources and programs that can be used by 

annual conferences, jurisdictions and the denomination at large in training and 

equipping older adults for new roles in the ministry and mission of the Church. 

 

The Iowa Annual Conference also has an Older Adult Council. I want to share with you a 

part of our Ministry Plan. 

 

Vision: We believe that each successive generation of members stands on the shoulders 

of those who have gone before. We would see older adults fully incorporated into the 

life of the local church and hope the church would celebrate the role older adults have 

had in the past to assist in the making of disciples and appreciate the wisdom they have 

to share. 

 

As a council, we will serve as a resource for local churches around the importance of 

being in ministry with and to older adults. We hope to help churches claim this ministry 

for themselves and then provide resources. We would like to be a resource for older 

adults and their families; sharing with them information on the various issues regarding 

aging and the opportunities to be involved in service. We want to help local churches 

understand and plan for the spiritual dynamics of aging. 

 

Our council has as its mission to raise the profile of the Older Adult Council by providing 

resourcing and training using the web, print materials and workshops. 



 

We will be offering Conference wide trainings and can also make trainings available at 

the District level. If your District is interested in offering a workshop related to OA 

issues, please contact the chair of the Council at christine@dmfirstchurch.org or call her 

at 515-244-6209. 

 


